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Etttm*=lni&timal Crime, 


UNITED PROYINCES, BENGAL AND ASSAM. 


1. Tlio question of Inter-Provincial Crime, by which, is meant the 
systematic depredations committed by criminals from one Province in 
another, is one which has of late forced itself, for various reasons, on 
public and official attention. The present inquiry has been in connection 
with this question, in so far as it relates to the commission of crime in 
Bengal and Assam by criminals from the United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh. The subject is one which has received spasmodic attention. At 
intervals, casos have come to light which indicated that habitual 
criminals from these Provinces were being attracted to the Bower 
Provinces, whore, from time to time, there have in recent years been 
outbreaks of serious crime committed by gangs of up-country criminals, 
the real nature of which, was evidently not understood by the local 
District authorities in either Provineo. 

2. Thus in 1864-05 a special inquiry was mado in connection with 
the * Pulwar-Dusiidhs 5 of Pallia by Captain O’Dowda, District Superin¬ 
tendent of Police. In I860 Colonel Skinner, District Superintendent of 
Police, Saran, collected further evidence against these people and 
classified sundry gangs which wore then on the war-path. Mr. Warner 
in paragraph 8 of his Special Boport (No. 2072, dated 0th Juno 1890) 
gives particulars of eight eases of serious dakaiti and house-breaking 
committed by the Dusadb, gangs in the Province of Bengal between the 
years 1872 and 1807. The record of river piracy takes us back even 
further. It is ovidont from the instances selected from the records of 
the Thagi and Dakaiti Department and mentioned in paragraph 10, 
page 32 of the note on ‘Mullahs’ that the rivers in Bengal wore infested 
with piratical gangs of boatmen hailing from those Provinces so long ago 
as 1836. Then in 1862, in 1860, and again in 1880 gangs of Mirssapuri 
Mallahs wore convicted for river dakaiti and other violent crime committed 
in the neighbourhood of Patna and elsewhere on the rivers in Bengal. 
Later on in 1,885 the disclosures as to the absolute lawlessness prevailing 
on the rivers in Bengal resultant upon the prosecution and conviction 
in Bajshalli of the groat Mirzapuri gang of river thieves created at 
the time somewhat of a sensation. Whilst the cases were yet before the 
courts considerable interest therein was displayed by individual officers, 
and the necessity for closer co-operation in such matters between the 
police of the two Provinces was insisted on. Thus in 1880 Mr. Hobart, 
Inspector-General of Police in these Provinces, expressed his determina¬ 
tion to u root out this nest of thieves,” and full particulars were called for 
as to the names of, and the nature of offences committed by, those river 
pirates in Bengal, and in doing so the Inspector-General observed: “I think 
your Province and mine suffer for want of free communication between 
the heads and chief officers of the Police Department. I shall always 
be ready and anxious to assist you by co-operation when you require it. 
There is no doubt but the police have suffered grievously for want of 
more intimate relations.” The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, in 
reply regretted the absence of free and systematic co-operation. Certain 
preventive measures were then apparently taken in Mirzapur. A police 
patrol boat or two were put on to supervise and control the local shipping, 
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and crews were apparently registered on the departure of the trading 
boats for Bengal. Nevertheless in an incredibly short space of time 
(presumably with the usual changes in the district and administrative 
staff) the incident was entirely forgotten. The Mirzapur river police 
patrol was discontinued and even the files relating to this important 
affair have beeD destroyed and are not now forthcoming. Similarly, the 
Bengal Police soon forgot all about the depredations of the Rajshahi 
gang and took no further steps to ensure protection of life and property 
on their great water-ways, and therefore it is no wonder that we now find 
the old Rajshahi offenders and their sons and grandsons once again as 
busy as ever iu their old waters. 

3. Meanwhile the Bhurs and Pasis and other criminals seem also 
to have been attracted by the flesh-plots of Bengal, for it seems they 

Appendix ill— 3A. commenced criminal operations there some time between 1890—95, the 

first Bliur gang being prosecuted in Burdwan in 1896. The Dusadhs in 
Ballia also renewed operations apparently about the same time, and in 
suggesting certain preventive measure in this connection Mr. Grierson- 
Jackson, then Inspector-General of Police in these Provinces, recorded 

S, e. No. File xi- 5 . that:—“ The existence of this formidable criminal organization lias from 
time to time attracted spasmodic notice. For the last five and twenty 
years, however, nothing seems to have been done. On our side of 
the border the habits of the clan, though they must have been more 
than suspected, were conveniently ignored, and in the district registers 
they have recorded against them only the comparatively few offences 
committed within these Provinces. In Bengal, on the other hand, the 
police do not seem to have gone beyond the facts in the particular 
instances in which convictions were obtained.” Yet, notwithstanding 
this, with Mr. Warner’s transfer from Ballia the 1 Dusadhs were again 
left to themselves till Mr. Kaye took up the question once more in 1900. 
Meanwhile Matar and other well-known Dusddh gang leaders lost no 
time in resuming operations in Bengal. For similar reasons the real 
nature of the depredations in Bengal by Bhurs, Pasis and other criminal 
or ^asa-criminal tribes v r as not for a considerable time fully realized, 
until at length a long and continued outbreak of serious crime along all 
the great water-ways in Bengal, and in the neighbourhood of the great 
centres of trade, and in the agricultural tracts, to which most of the 
up-country labour goes, has once again drawn attention to the needs of 
the situation. 

4. The chief factors which have contributed towards the develop¬ 
ment of Inter-Provincial crime have been the extension of our Railway 
system, combined with an increased demand for skilled and manual 
labour in the mills and factories, in the main trading centres, and in 
the agricultural districts of Bengal, and the lack of adequate and 
satisfactory police arrangements on the water-ways or in the neighbour¬ 
hood of such mills and collieries and other places in Bengal where most 
of the outside labour is employed. So great indeed .is the demand for 
up-country labour in Eastern Bengal that no less than 500,000 tickets 
are checked annually at the Katihar Junction on the Bengal and North- 
Western Railway, the majority being from districts in the Gorakhpur 
and Benares Divisions in the United Provinces and from the districts 
of North Behar in Bengal. The downward rush is at the beginning 
and the upward rush at the end of the cold weather, but it is being 
noticed that on account of the railway facilities and cheap fares 
labourers now come and go all the year round. 

The criminal, in. common with the rest of humanity, studies his own 
interests and seeks out places where he can follow his nefarious calling 
with most profit and least risk to himself. There were traces of his 
enterprise in this respect even before the days of our railways. There 
has been evidence enough available for years past to justify the special 
surveillance of certain castes and groups of criminals in these Provinces 
who were known to make long journeys either by land or water for the 
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purpose of committing crime, and there can be no doubt that Inter- 
Provincial police arrangements to check these depredations should have 
been made long ago. As matters stand now the criminals of these 
Provinces, having grasped the situation sooner than the authorities, 
have taken full advantage of the .improved means of locomotion and 
the flow of labour in making their raids. It is further clear that, either 
by maintaining a strictly proper line of conduct in their own districts, or 
by securing the connivance of the local subordinate police and zamind&rs 
by a well recognised system of nazrdnn , they have succeeded in hood¬ 
winking their district authorities. A special feature in the present in¬ 
stance is, however, the fact that, whilst Bengal is annually visited by 
thousands of thieves and well-known bad characters from those Provin¬ 
ces, we have been unable to discover any similar incursions from Bengal 
into the United Provinces. It is evident therefore that there are 
greater attractions and less danger for our criminals in Bengal and 
Assam than in our own Provinces, and that under the circumstances it 
will he necessary for the authorities in both Bengal and Assam to take 
certain special measures, and introduce several very urgently needed 
reforms into their district police administrations, before this criminal 
migration will be effectually checked. The comparative wealth of the 
inhabitants of Eastern Bengal; their manner of living in detached and 
isolated residences instead of big villages ; the rottenness of their mat and 
thatched houses; the extraordinary habit of keeping all their money and 
valuables in, an iron safe, with the key invariably kept in an ordinary 
wooden box beside it; the proximity of rivers which alibi'd a safe means 
of attack or retreat; the exceptionally timid character of the people, 
who, having exaggerated ideas of the prowess and daring of up-country 
criminals, allow themselves to be very easily overawed; the unsatisfactory 
supervision apparently exercised over the village police, a great number 
of whom are recruited in certain districts from the very castes in the 
United Provinces which form t.he subject of this report; the protection 
afforded to up-country thieves and bad characters in the mills and. 
factories by employers of up-country labour; the division of police control 
in and around Calcutta ; the total absence of any arrangement for the 
maintenance of law and order on the water-ways; the failure of the 
Bengal Police to make a sufficiently vigorous use of the preventive sections 
of the Criminal Procedure Code, combined with the increased vigour 
displayed in recent years in this respect in those Provinces ; the entire 
want of systematic and organised co-operation between the police of the two 
Provinces; and the frequent transfers of {bbiporintomloiits in most of the 
districts affected; all those arc factors deserving of careful consideration 
when dealing with the question of* Inter-Provincial crime and criminals. 
So great, indeed, are the attractions of the East that it came out in 
the Muttrapur dakaiti (vide Appendix III.—r. I-.T)) that the raid had 
actually been planned in the Benares Jail by Mullay Blum of the 
Benares district and Abdul Haiti nan, a Muhammadan from Eyzabad, who 
happened to bo incarcerated together and were released at about the 
same time, and who in pursuance of their jail-made plans succeeded in 
organizing a gang and started oif on a dakaiti expedition to Malda 
within fifteen days or bo of their release. Then again in the Algnpur 
dakaiti. in Sylhct (vide Appendix III-3c) it transpired that a tea-garden 
eooly, named Nandan Singh, went back to his home in Benares and 
returned within a week to Assam with an organized gang of Bhur thieves 
whose career, however, was luckily checked in time by a mere accident. 

5. The extent to which each caste forming the subject of this 
enquiry is addicted to crime, both locally and in Ben 1 4 

Appendices I, III, IV, V, VI, X. The figures s 
and indicate that not only have all the well-knowr 
criminal tribes in the central and eastern districts of the United 
Provinces taken to making criminal expeditions into Bengal, but that 
the Mallahs and TlnVkurs as far west as Agra, Muttra, and Aligarh, 
the Burwfirs in Hardoi, qgd even the Daloras in Bareilly have joined 
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in. The notes on each caste together with the selections from the 
records of typical cases given in the Appendices will give a clear idea 
of the extent and nature of the criminality ol each. It will be seen that 
they all have points in common in respect to the nature and extent ot 
their oi-ganization and modus operandi. Eacli^ group has its own 
elaborate arrangements for carrying out its criminal programme. An 
extensive system of colonies has been formed in Bengal itself for the 
disposal of stolen property and to act as convenient bases of operations. 
An effective intelligence department is maintained throughout the area 
of oj)erations for the transmission of news and the receijit and despatch 
of letters, etc. The greatest possible use is made of railways and fall 
advantage is taken of both the Postal and Telegraph systems. There is 
even reason to believe that the Postal Department subordinates assist in 
the disposal of illicit 'gains, and there are indications that the zamindars 
in the home districts and the subordinate police in both Provinces are 
subsidised, whilst there is little doubt of actual participation in this 
form of crime by village chaukidars in both Provinces. 

6. For the purposes of this inquiry the castes concerned may 
conveniently be grouped as follows :— 

(Group I.—Bhicrsj Pdsis , Dusddhs) —(large agricultural and 
quasi- criminal tribes). 

s (Group II.—Mallahs and other river criminals.) 

(Group III. — Burwdrs , Daleras and Chain Mallahs) —(pick¬ 
pockets and petty pilferers). 

Group IV.—Boms (nomadic thieves and robbers). 

Group V.—Miscellaneous (other Hindus and Muhammadans). 

The exact connection in each respect will be seen from a Criminal 
Tribes Map which accompanies the report, the symbols in which indicate 
the localities affected by the figures contained in the general statement 
of districts criminally connected with Bengal, vide Appendix I-A, B, 
and C. 

Each caste has been given a distinctive symbol from which the 
connection can be seen at a glance. The exact degree of criminality 
established against each will be found in the appendices attached to the 
notes on'each caste,* from which also will be seen the villages or groups 
of villages especially affected in each district in these Provinces. The 
special facilities afforded by the railways is very clearly shown in the 
map. It will be seen that the Mirzapuri Mallahs and Pdsis have both 
the East Indian Railway and the Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway 
running past their very doors, and that by going on foot to Benares or 
Jaunpnr they can, after evading the local police, be carried for a sum of 
Rs. 5 by the Bengal and North-Western Railway (which lias now placed 
all the eastern districts in direct touch with the furthest countries of 
Bengal) right on to Assam and Eastern Bengal. It will be seen, 
however, that except in especial cases, such as those of the Daleras 
of Bareilly, the Burwdrs of Hardoi, and the Western Mallahs in the 
Agra Division, the main criminal connection with Bengal is practically 
limited to districts east of Allahabad and Fyzabad, the worst being 
Allahabad, Fyzabad, Gonda, and the whole of the Gorakhpur and 
Benares Divisions. 

7. Judging from the number of P. R. slips received in these districts 
on which the castes of the accused were not specified, the tribal figures 
are probably not absolutely accurate. Thus, an examination of the slips 
combined with a consideration of certain other connected facts, such as the 
residences and local references given by the accused, etc., gives rise to a 
suspicion that many of those shown as other f Hindus ’ in Ballia, for 
instance, are really <f Pulwar-DusMhs,” and in Mirzapur, Jaunpur, and 
Allahabad, either “ Pdsis ” or “ Bhurs.” The classification, however, is 
accurate enough to enable us to form a practically correct estimate as to 
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tlie extent to which the castes in each district are addicted to the 
commission of crime in Bengal, thus making it possible for us to deal 
exclusively with affected areas without disturbing the general police 
arrangements of any district. Generally speaking, it will be seen that 
the convictions and cases known to have been committed by up-country 
criminals are scattered more or less throughout the entire Province of 
Bengal, but the groups thicken in and around Calcutta, Burdwan, Dacca, 
and on the great rivers in Eastern and North-Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. In each of these instances there are special local reasons for the 
prevailing unsatisfactory state of affairs. The connections between the 
neighbouring districts of Gorakhpur, Ghazipur and Ballia in the United 
Provinces, and Saran, Shahabad, and Patna in Bengal, is a purely 
geographical and ethnological one, and in these cases ordinary inter¬ 
district reciprocation is all that is necessary. The language on both sides 
of the border is the same, and therefore there are no difficulties in station 
officers corresponding diiect with each other in respect to the circulation 
of information sheets, etc. Further east, however, the question is 
different. In each of the instances, in. which a connection has been 
established, local reasons exist, which will necessitate special measures. 

In and around the metropolis, for instance, the concentration of 
up-country criminals is especially marked, the chief reasons of which 
would appear to be :—(1) Divided control in respect to police arrange¬ 
ments in the city itself and the surrounding districts of the Presidency 
Division, in consequence of which there has been up to very recent times 
a want of unison in local police action; (2) the police in and around 
Calcutta in common with those in Burdwan and Dacca, and other places 
where large mills, collieries • and factories exist, labour under special 
difficulties in respect to the surveillance of criminals and persons of 
bad character imported from these Provinces, by reason of mill-owners 
and employers of up-country labour refusing to permit Police scrutiny. 
Whole gangs of up-country criminals are thus afforded shelter within 
coolie lines, or such other places of refuge, which the police are prohibited 
to enter. The result has been, as the figures and the chart clearly 
indicate, that these criminals have for years past made use of the 
factory lines as a safe and convenient base of operation from which, the 
neighbourhoods have boon raided and looted with impunity. Thus out 
of 04 dakaitioH committed by up-country criminals during the last six 
years no less than Cl have boon committed in the immediate neighbour¬ 
hood of such centres of industry, viz., 24-Parganas, Mooghly, Calcutta, 
Howrah, Burdwan, and Dacca. * Then again on the water-ways, where 
there is, practically speaking, no protection of life and property so far as 
country boats and small craft are concerned, the figures indicate that 
lawlessness is very general, though for various reasons some localities 
appear to bo more affected than others—notably the water-way between 
Godugary and Muttra Bazar ; the Mogna near BJiairab Bazar in Tippora ; 
the Barhmaputra and its various channels, as also the numerous water¬ 
ways in Backorgungo, and specially in Khulna, all of which though 
infested by local gangs are also visited by river pirates from those 
Provinces, 

8. Each caste has apparently its own recognised beat or sphere of 
operations. They evidently stick to localities where they have formed 
tiro safest connections. Thus the Blums and Pdsis (excluding those who 
have taken to river piracy) evidently work around large centres of 
trade or special industries, mV.— 1 Calcutta and its environs, Dacca, 
Narainganj, Sirajganj, Burdwan, etc. The Dusadhs go to Mymensingh, 
Bangpur, Dinajpur, Malda and other agricultural districts, to which also 
go large numbers of Bhurs and Basis. The Daleras, Chain Mallalis, 
Burwiirs and other light fingered gentry resort mostly to populous towns 
and cities and work in gangs in district where there are annual large fairs 
and gatherings, such as Sonepur in Cliapra, Gaya, Monghyr, Bamdpore, 
Puri, and Calcutta, The Doms when not moving in tents stick to 
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the larger cities, where they obtain menial service as scavengers, which is 
made a cloak for their real business as criminals. The Brahmans and 
Thakurs and others of good caste will be found in great numbers as 
1 durwans, ’ coolie sirddrs, and in other posts of trust and responsibility 
with mercantile firms and private persons in and around all the large centres 
of trade, which accounts for the greater number of their convictions in 
those localities. Similarly the up-country Muhammadans, chiefly from 
Ghazipur, Ballia, and Gorakhpur, are employed in considerable numbers 
on railway works in Sealdah and Howrah, and a good deal in the city 
of Calcutta itself. In both these last-mentioned eases, however, there 
are at present no indications of gang organization, convictions being mostly 
for ordinary thefts, or breaches of contract, or criminal misappropriation. 
There have, however, been instances of dnrwfins and coolie sirdars 
importing criminals from their'home districts for the express purpose of 
committing crime. 

9. On the rivers also the beats are well defined. The Mirzapuris 
operate mostly above Narainganj on the rivers Padda and Brahma¬ 
putra, and all their branches as far up as Gauhati in Assam, the log trade 
between Goalpara and Eastern Bengal being practically in their hands. 
They also work up the Megna as far as Sylhet. The Gorakhpur and 
Ballia men go down the channel a good deal and work down the 
Bhagirathee to Calcutta. The Allahabad men follow the Mirzapuri 
some way up the Brahmaputra, but do not appear to voyage above Dhubri, 
and roughly speaking work mostly between that place and Dacca. The 
Behar men work over the same lines as the Gorakhpur and Ballia 
Mallahs to whom in fact they are closely connected. 

10. In all respects, however, whether, on land or water the 
conditions will be found more or less the same and indicate well laid plans, 
thoroughly well-thought-out arrangements for the receipt and despatch 
of stolen property, and the formation of appropriate bases at strategic 
points in Bengal itself for facilitating local operations regarding which 
full particulars will be found in the notes on each caste. 

11. It will therefore be seen that mere co-operation between the 
districts affected in both Provinces will not be sufficient to cope satisfac¬ 
torily with the evil, or be likely to afford any permanent relief. For one 
reason, the inevitable transfer of officers in itself will prove detrimental 
to continuity in respect to the carrying out of a repressive programme 
depending entirely upon the individual zeal displayed by local officers. 
Then again the vigorous use of the preventive sections of the Criminal 
Procedure Code may rid us locally of criminals, but it will have a totally 
opposite effect in respect to Bengal, where the salutary sections of the 
law are not worked for various reasons with either such vigour or success- 
as they are in these Provinces. If permanent success therefore in 
dealing with organized Inter-Provincial crime is desired, reforms of a 
more important far reaching nature are required and will now be discussed 
categorically :— 

12. The amendment of the Criminal Tribes Act No, XXVII 
of 1871.—There is nothing novel in this proposal. District Officers 
responsible for enforcing the Act in districts in which it is in force have 
repeatedly drawn attention to the inadequacy of its provisions to meet the 
altered requirements of the present day. The time has come to legalise 
the taking of finger-impressions and to enhance the liability of all castes 
or tribes (or portions thereof) and of all such gangs, or families, as can 
be proved to be incorrigible hereditary criminals. But the peculiar 
requirements of the situation are such that, whilst ensuring identification 
and deterrent sentences on the one hand, criminals must not on the other 
be subjected to restraint detrimental to their obtaining a living by honest 
means, whilst the non-criminal portion of any tribe must not be interfered 
with at all. The surveillance suggested should therefore be of the nature 
required by the Infanticide Act whereby correct history sheets of all 
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proclaimed families can be maintained, the finger-impressions of all 
adult males taken, and all movements reported by village chaukiddrs, 
thus focussing the surveillance entirely on guilty groups or families. 
These amendments, or at least amendments on these lines, are 
necessary since it is certain that the Criminal Tribes Act (except in those 
cases in which the tribes proclaimed were actually incarcerated within 
the * four walls of a penal settlement) has proved an utter failure. 
Moreover its provisions, as they stand, in no way provide for cases such 
as we are now-a-tlays called upon to deal with, in which well-known and 
hardened criminals make use of respectable professions and the demand 
for labour as a cloak for their real profession as thieves. There is no 
instance on record of a tribe having been reclaimed by its operations. 
The Burwfirs, for instance, though they have now been under the ban 
for over 25 years are as bad as ever they were before. The fact is that 
the Act throws too much responsibility on Government in the way of 
providing for the wants of the tribes proclaimed, and philanthropic efforts 
have been made to reclaim such criminals rather than to repress them, 
whereas there cannot be the least doubt that repression should in such 
cases precede reclamation—Government being responsible for the former, 
and the tribal councils for the latter. On the other baud, it is curious 
to note the excellent results obtained by the operation of the Infanticide 
Act, being a repressive measure, pure and simple, based and worked on 
correct principles, in that the family history sheets contained information 
which enabled the Local Government to increase or decrease the pressure 
in accordance with the degree of the individual guilt disclosed, whilst all 
expenses incurred in connection with extra police establishment fell 
entirely on the guilty families. 

13. Now since the Criminal Tribes Act was passed, the finger- 
impression system for the identification of criminals lias been introduced 
and developed. The legality of impressions as evidence has been admitted 
by tho Courts, and there is therefore no reason why its use should 
not now bo extended by law to all criminal tribes, or groups of hereditary 
criminals of any class, whose identification in the event of arrest it is 
desired to ensure. At present the use of impressions is restricted to those 
cases mentioned in section X, paragraph 407, Volume I. of the Police 
liogulations. What therefore is now required is that, whilst reserving 
for the Government of India the powors described in section 2, Act 
XXVII of 1871, in respect to the incarceration of tribes as an extreme 
measure to be enforced only when all other measures have failed, local 
Governments be now empowered, in tho first instance, to proclaim tribes, 
families, or gangs to the extent which will authorize the preparation 
of family sheets, and the taking and recording of finger* impressions of 
adult males, and provide a liability to enhanced punishment in the event 
of conviction, This, whilst leaving proclaimed criminals free to go where 
they wish in search of honest employment, will ensure identification, 
and adequate sentence on conviction for offences committed by them. 
But, in view of the greater liberties afforded, it will bo necessary 
to penalize them further by legislating that members of proclaimed 
families, who have been sentenced to three years' rigorous imprisonment 
in the aggregate, for offences under sections 100 and 110, Criminal 
Procedure Code, shall be liable to transportation or imprisonment lor 
ten years, and that if previously convicted for larceny transportation 
shall be compulsory. All expenses incurred on the extra establishments 
necessary should be borne by the families proclaimed as required in 
the Infanticide Act. A detail of the family accounts with the local 
money-lenders or zamind&rs should, for several reasons, be also kept in 
the family history sheets, These proposals, however, can be applied 
only to regularly domiciled or settled castes; for nomadic depredators like 
the Boms, Haburahs, and Sansiahs, who are a pest which no civilized 
country would tolerate, nothing short of a renewal of Sir Auckland 
Colvin's policy of breaking up the families and confining them strictly 
to penal settlements will ever suffice. Still efforts might with advantage 



( 8 ) 

be made, as a preliminary measure, even in these cases to obtain accurate 
family sheets, finger-impressions and conviction rolls. W ith the prepara¬ 
tion of family sheets and the correct classification of gangs the present 
faulty system of recording the movements of the various . gangs in the 
Provincial Police Gazette might also very easily be improved upon, 
and if worked somewhat on the following lines might perhaps be made a 
record of considerable value. Presumably the object in view is to keep 
an accurate record of the movements of each gang so that the connection 
thereof with any particular series of crimes or offences can be proved. 
But the officer in charge of this department at headquarters receives 
no crime reports, whilst Deputy Inspectors-General in charge ol 
circles (who get the crime reports) know nothing of the movements, of 
the gangs except what they see weekly in the Gazette. The information 
contained in the latter is, however, only too often of no value, since 
gangs break np and disappear and reassemble immediately afterwards 
at fixed “ rendezvous ” under a different leader. They even change 
leadership in moving from one district to another. Thus Musammat 
JIiunnia’s gang of Haburahs leaves Mainpuri, and reappears in Etah under 
Musammat Lado, and on entering Budaun the members disappear 
altogether as Haburahs by the simple process of styling themselves 
Bhatus under the leadership of Musammat somebody else l The farce of 
allowing women to pose as gang leaders should therefore be put an end 
to. Headmen, or gang Mukhias, or even a gang “ panch ” should be 
appointed who should have fixed responsibilities in default of which they 
should be subject to severe pains and penalties. The introduction of the 
Bengal system of gang registers is also recommended. They contain 
full particulars (including finger-prints) of each gang, and are passed 
on, as the gang moves, from one District Superintendent of Police to 
another. There can then be no mistakes, and any attempt to evade 
surveillance will at once be detected. At headquarters a provincial map 
on a fairly large scale should be maintained on which the movements 
of each gang should be flagged out. All road robberies, dakaitis, 
and other violent crime of the description usually committed by 
these people should be communicated to the officer in charge who should 
note the scene of each such occurrence on the map also. The result will 
be that in a very short time it will be possible for him to spot those 
gangs which are addicted to crime simply by observing the record of 
offences which collected along their line of march. X found this plan 
answered admirably in dealing with these people in the Mainpuri 
district and would recommend its being given a trial. In any case 
information of this nature would be of immense value in gang 
prosecutions, and would enable tire officer in charge of headquarters to 
direct immediate attention to any gang whose criminality was apparent. 
In the case of Dorns advantage might be taken of the plague (of 
which Doms have absolutely no fear) for planting them out in 
the larger towns and cities for scavenging work, where they could be 
better looked after than in villages, and in any case when once settled 
they should, as far as possible, be left alone and not disturbed. 

14. Next to that of identification the question of adequate 
sentences is one of considerable importance. One of the most cogent 
reasons for the criminal invasion of Bengal is the und >ubted facility 
afforded for the concealment of identity by working in another Province, 
and the frequency with which hardened and habitual criminals have 
repeatedly in consequence got off with light sentences is a serious one, 
since. the conviction rolls of hundreds of criminals which have been 
examined (and^ of which those in Appendix II are typical cases) show 
that many a criminal has been permitted to be at large who, even in the 
ordinary course of events, should have been transported for life. The 
conviction rolls moreover show how hopelessly the preventive sections 
ot the Criminal Procedure Code have failed as a deterrent where 
hereditary and habitual criminals are concerned. The correct policy 
ndicated by these results is one of unflinching severity in all cases in 
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which incorrigible criminals are concerned, and the institution of gang 
prosecutions under sections 400 and 401, combined with a vigorous use of 
section 110 against all influential supporters and patrons of such thieving 
gangs. Attention might also he drawn to the value of section 565, 
Criminal Procedure Code, as a means of ensuring proper surveillance 
which appears to have been overlooked by the police and the Magistracy 
in both Provinces. In this latter respect, officers prosecuting cases 
in Court appear to be chiefly to blame. If the police would only take the 
trouble to watch prosecutions carefully, and draw the attention of 
Courts to cases in which professional criminals are concerned, and 
consistently press for exemplary sentences and the use of section 5G5 in 
all such cases, it is possible that matters would improve very consider¬ 
ably, and that appropriate sentences would be awarded. 

15. If the procedure recommended is given effect to and the taking 
of finger-impressions is authorized, it. will be necessary to open a new 
section in the Central Bureau wherein the impressions of all such tribes, 
clans, and families or gangs will be filed. Thus if a member of a 
proclaimed family not having boen previously convicted were arrested, 
his card would in the first instance go to the ordinary Conviction Depart¬ 
ment, and if not found there would be passed on to the Criminal Tribes 
Section where it would ho traced, and his identification (which is one 
of the chief objects to he gained by this form of surveillance) would be 
ensured, and, being a member of a proclaimed clan or family he would 
then bo further liable to receive onhanced sentence on that score alone. 
This criminal tribe section would not he a very large one since the 
numbers of each tribe which will probably bo affected including those 
mentioned on page 460, paragraph 422, section X, Volume I of the 
Police Itegulations and the portions of tribes dealt with in the present 
report are approximately as follows :— 

Total of male adults of the following tribes of the United, Prov¬ 
inces. 


1. Alienas 

... 9,006 

G. 

IlalmvnltH ... 

... 2,457 

2. Biloohis 

... 2,300 

7. 

SumuivuliH... 

... 254 

3. Borins 

... 4,(105 

8. 

MiiUuhrt ... 

... 1,000 

4. Bnrwfirs ... 

... 5,000 

0 , 

Bhurs 

... 1,500 

5. Doms 

... 7,178 

10. 

lYvsis 

... 1,000 


II. Others ... 1,000. 


THE DEPUTATION OP DETECTIVES PROM DISTRICTS CONCERNED IN THE UNITED 
PROVINCES TO LOCALITIES IN I1EN0AL FREQUENTED BY UP-COUNTRY CRIMINALS; 
THE APPOINTMENT’ OP A STAFF OF SPECIAL OFFICERS IN BOTH PROVINCES TO 
ENSURE PROPER SURVEILLANCE, TO COLLECT AND CLASSIFY INFORMATION 
R BOARDING CRIMINAL GANGS, TO CIRCULATE LISTS OF ABSENTEES AND 
OENERALLY TO PREPARE THE GROUND WORK FOR CASES UNDER SECTIONS 400 
AND 401, INDIAN PENAL CODE. 


United Provinces Gov- 

inf) 


cxnmont Ordor 


of 1900. 


16, The duties of this staff, which would consist of especially 
qualified men, will be to follow criminals from their home districts to 
their haunts in Bengal where they can co-operate with the local police 
in either securing proper surveillance or conviction. In these Provinces 
special officers will gencrallybo required in all districts in which there is 
statistical proof that criminals habitually work in gangs either locally or 
in Bengal. There will be much work to bo done in assisting the local 
district police in respect to tho compilation and maintenance of family, 
gang, and absentee registers. It being absolutely necessary that none 
but the right names are entered in gang registers, much thorough and 
preliminary inquiry and careful classification of convictions will be Soe Appendix iu.c. 
required. _ In fact as pointed out in the letter of instructions dated ? 

? it is in the conviction record of any particular group or tribe that 
the real key to the information required will be found. 

II.-—UNIFORMITY OF PROCEDURE IN BOTH PROVINCES.IN RESPECT TO TIIE REGISTRA¬ 
TION OF CONVICTIONS AND THE SURVEILLANCE OF EX-CONVICTS AND SUSPICI¬ 
OUS CHARACTERS. 


The orders on this subject are contained in section X, paragraph 
I81E of the United Provinces Police Regulations. The systems in the 
two Provinces differ in essential features. Thus in Bengal the District 
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See Appendix lib. 


Azam gar h 
Hardoi 
Ballia 
Gliazipur ... 
Mirzapur... 
PartA bgarh 
Jaunpur ... 


45 

28 

16 

8 

5 

5 

4 
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Superintendents of Police have power to classify bad characters and to 

decide whether any particular man is a fit subject fol \ P°, h ?® T^Courts 
or not. In the United Provinces this power is exercised by the Courts. 
Bengal has nothing exactly equivalent to our Register No. X and vi 
have no eonvietioS register such as the Bengal Register No. XII. 
This want of uniformity is really in a way responsible lor a good deal of 
the want of unison in police action in the two Provinces Thus is 
moreover in both Provinces ample evidence of indifference to the real 
requirements of the ease. Thus, in the United Provinces we find faulty 
registration of convictions in Bengal of people from these Provinces, 
which means imperfect surveillance over those who are sent back to 
the -jails in their home districts for release (see cases Nos. 36, 37,^44, 4o 
and 46 in the Ghazipur list, Nos. 16, 17, 18 and others in the Mirzapur 
list, etc., which may be taken as typical instances from many other 
similar cases traceable in district returns). The indifference with which 
convictions obtained in Bengal are generally regarded by officers in these 

Provinces may be judged from the fact that 
no less than 109 of the 1,849 convictions 
obtained in Bengal against persons from 
these Provinces have been entered in 
the local registers under the general term 
“ Bengal ” and no particular district speci¬ 
fied, the worst districts in this respect being those noted in the margin. 

This matter therefore is one deserving the special attention of the 
Superintendents of the districts concerned. In fact so little is the 
importance of this question of Inter-Provincial crime realised, that an 
officer of considerable experience and acumen, in replying to an inquiry 
as to whether he considered a certain group of pick-pockets residing in 
his district and addicted to crime in Bengal should be subjected to special 
surveillance or not, stated :— u I am of opinion that in matters of that 
sort the people at large should be left to themselves to look after their 
property m fairs, etc. They have not, as a rale, very much and it is only 
the yokel and fool who is victimised and it does him good in so much as 
it brightens him up and teaches him to use his wits more.” This sort of 
education, however, is not, unfortunately, appreciated by the poor yokel 
or fool who is victimised and who can ill afford to lose the little he 
possesses, and who being himself a law-abiding subject is entitled to every 
protection from these pests of society. On the other hand, there has been 
equal negligence on the part of the Bengal Police. They have not only 
failed in many instances to go beyond the facts in particular instances in 
which convictions were obtained, but have failed in many instances even to 
report such convictions. Thus, Lieutenant McNamara found numerous 
up-country criminals serving sentences in the Bengal jails who had 
never been made P. R. T. and who would not therefore have been sent 
to their home district jails for* release, and could not therefore be brought 
on to the local surveillance registers X or XA. In Muttra, it was not 
till search cards were sent to the Bengal Bureau that information was 
obtained of the convictions recorded in that Province against Muttra 
Mallahs. This subject of Inter-Provincial reciprocation is therefore 
deserving of close attention. Orders have, however, already been issued 
with a view to rectifying these particular defects (vide Conference 
Notes, Appendix IT -b), but without a special directing agency it is 
impossible to say whether they are being carried or not, and the 
work will certainly not be satisfactorily done, till some such agency is 
provided. Much improvement in this respect will no doubt follow on 
the introduction of the new form of combined village and conviction 
registers which, it is understood, will shortly be introduced in both 
Provinces. But, what is most required is a special officer who will receive 
intimation of all convictions and he in a position to ascertain by 
personal inspection whether the rules are being complied with to direct 
the working of the supervising and the detective staff in both Provinces 
and to bring under scrutiny such new localities, as may Tom 
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time be indicated by arrests and conviction slips as being scenes of fresh 
operations. 

IV.—THE AMALGAMATION OP THE CALCUTTA AND BENGAL PROVINCIAL DETECTIVE 
AND INVESTIGATING STAFF AND THE EXTENSION OF TI-IE POWERS OF THE COM- 
MISSTONELiS OF POLICE IN CALCUTTA IN RESPECT TO THE SUPERVISION OF THE 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATING DEPARTMENT TO DISTRICTS OF TIIE PRESIDENCY 
DIVISIONS, SO THAT WHILST BRINGING THE CONTROL OP THE DEPARTMENT IN 
THE HANDS OP THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLICE OP BENGAL, THERE WILL 
BE NO DIVISION OF CONTROL IN CALCUTTA ITSELF AND NEIGHBOURING DISTRICTS. 

18. A reference to the map and Appendix I will show at a glance 
that Calcutta and its environs are the main resort and centre of crime 
committed by up-country criminals in Bengal. The causes thereof have 
already been enumerated. Within the last year or so there has been a 
change in the methods of dealing with crime and criminals in and around 
the metropolis, and the city and the provincial police havo worked 
hand in hand witli admirable results. There is, however, no guarantee 
that this desirable policy will be continued by future Commissioners. 
There is not the least doubt that for Calcutta and the districts 
surrounding it there should be one Director of Criminal Investigation and 
that the proper officer for that post is obviously the Commissioner, who 
is in the light position not only to exercise the required control over the 
investigating staff working in this area, hut also to deal with the great 
commercial linns and mill-owners, whose co-operation.and support it is 
necessary at all costs to secure. Some such arrangement, whilst leaving 
the Commissioner free in respect to police work pure and simple in the 
city, would givo him wider power in respect to criminal investigations 
and would bring the city itself into line with the rest of the Province in 
the matter of its Criminal Investigating Department. At present the 
dangers of dual control in this part of Bengal are plainly exhibited in 
the crime return from this locality and, until satisfactory arrangements 
of a permanent nature are made, Calcutta and its neighbourhood will 
continue to be a safe base of operations for criminal gangs, and nothing 
that we can do will prevent persons of bad character taking advantage 
of this state of affairs. Under existing circumstances, if detectives are 
sent from here, two sots have to go to do the same work, viz., one to 
Calcutta and the other to Bengal, 

THE MAINTENANCE OF PROPER AND ACCURATE COOLIE REGISTERS BY OWNERS OF 
MILLS, FACTORIES, COLLIERIES AND OTHER INDUSTRIES IN BENGAL WHO IMPORT 
AND EMPLOY UP-COUNTRY LABOUR; TUB REGISTRATIONS OF THE CHARACTERS 
OF COOLIE SIRDARS AND THE EMPLOYMENT OF REGULAR FACTORY POLICE. 

19, This undoubtedly, though one of the most important is yet 
one of the most difficult of the whole series of questions which has to 
bo dealt with, since it is essential that the labour market shall in no 
way be interfered with. It is certain, however, that the security 
afforded by mills and other concerns worked under the Factory Act is 
one of the chief causes of crime in the localities indicated, (vide para¬ 
graph 7, page 10,) In no other civilized country in the world would 
such a state of affairs be for an instant tolerated. The public would 
have taken the matter in hand and havo compelled mill and factory- 
owners to keep their employes under proper control. As matters stand, 
owners taking advantage of the Factory Act arc said to place obstacles in 
the way of the polioo when in search of bad characters. The prevailing 
system seems to be to depute coolie sirdtfas, who arc, as a rule, men of 
good caste from these Provinces, to bring down coolies, Bach sirddr 
then brings & certain number of coolies for whom ho is responsible. In 
other factories each coolie gets a tally with a number, which, on entering 
for the day’s work lie deposits at the gate, but, as no registers are main¬ 
tained, it is open to any coolie to hand his tally over to a pal who can go 
and work for him. . All such coolies reside .in lines, which, at Narainganj 
at all events, were in the biisHr and not within any factory enclosure, but 
from which the police were nevertheless excluded. The result is, 
instances have repeatedly come to light of criminals having gone down 
together and lived in security in such factory coolie lines, Tiius of four 
Dusddhs who left home together in 1900, one was traced by the Howrah 


See Appendix V—-2-c. 
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Police, who, however, reported their inability to find the others, yet 
the untraced men have since been sending home considerable, sums by 
regular money-order remittances from the very address at which their 
companions were found. There is also another case of a gang of Pasis in 
the jute concern in Sirajganj Colliery. The system apparently is that 
whilst one man works in the factory the rest are thieves pure and simple. 
It would seem that factory-owners have been allowed to usurp powers 
'of 1881 . which cannot he exercised by them under the Factory Act/ more 
especially in cases in which coolies are located in lines outside factory 
limits. They should therefore either be compelled to employ regular 
factory police such as are employed at home, or they should he required 
under section 18(1) (g )-2 of the P actory Act to maintain full and accurate 
registers of coolies and sirdar coolies employed, which should be available 
when necessary for police scrutiny. This will not in any way affect the 
labour market, though it may impose special responsibilities on employers. 
Coolie sirdars should similarly be registered and their character, if 
possible, invariably verified on appointment. They are in fact the real 
pioneers of inter-provincial crime. There is the instance of a sircUr in 
David & Co.’s employ in ISTarainganj who was closely connected with a 
gang of Pasis from Mirzapur (see Phagoo’s confession). Men like 
Chitoo Rai (in Ballia), Arjun Singh (in Mirzapur), Hargobind Misir 
(Hahz-mar-char) of Dacca, Deokinand an Singh (of Tari), have all been 
either coolie sircUrs or durw^ns and are now very wealthy men; they are 
well-known in their home districts as supporters and associates of Inter- 
Provincial criminals. Nothing could therefore he more unsatisfactory 
than this condition of affairs and the law-abiding public around these 
centres of trade are entitled to all the protection that Government can 
give. The maintenance of a proper police establishment or other 
arrangements for the proper control of the coolies employed in such 
factories or mills cannot he too strongly insisted on. The question, 
however, requires a further careful investigation, and if special inquiries 
were made in the localities affected, viz., Calcutta, Howrah, 24-Parganas 
Dacca, Goalundo, Sirajganj, Burdwan, Manbhum, etc., by a Committee 
of Police officers and representatives deputed by the Chamber of 
Commerce no doubt a workable scheme could be drawn up. 

VI.—THE PASSING OF AN INLAND RIVER NAVIGATION ACT PROVIDING FOR THR 
LICENSING AND REGISTRATION OF ALL TRADING BOATS ; THE MAINTENANCE 
OF LAW AND ORDER AND REGULATION OF TRAFFIC ON INLAND RIVERS AND 
WATER-WAYS; AND THE ORGANIZATION OF PROPERLY APPOINTED AND EQUIPPED 
RIVER POLICE. 

20 . The only two Acts at present in force in any way affecting the 
traffic on the river Ganges and its tributaries are :— 

(I) The Inland Steamer Act (No. VI of 1884); and 

(II) Act I of 1867. An Act to authorize the levy of tolls on the 
river Ganges. 

The one provides for the licensing and chartering of steamers 
and the examination and liabilities of serangs and Masters, but for want 
of river police its provisions are seldom enforced. The other provides for 
the improvement of the navigation of the Ganges between Dinapur 
and Allahabad, in pursuance of which a toll bar is maintained at Benares. 
There is also a toll bar at Jungipur at the junction of the Bhagirathi to 
catch boats going down that river to Calcutta. There are also revenue 
traffic checking stations at Ballia in the United Provinces and somewhere 
in the neighbourhood of Sara Ghat at Pabna in Bengal. These in addition 
to sections 380—388, Indian Penal Code, represent the sum total of 
existing enactments or arrangements in connection with the management 
of river traffic. Between Benares and the sea, down the main stream of 
Appendix vi- 5 ( 0 ). the Ganges, and from Saddia in Assam down the Brahmaputra to its 
junction with the Ganges at Goalundo, there is not a river policeman 
worth being called by that name, and there is but little exaggeration in 
* Gopi Manjhi’s boast, when he undertakes to pilot a boat load of illicit 
opium unobserved and unmolested from Nepal to Chittagong, as also 
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Bruch truth in Angnu Singh’s observation to the effect that in the rivers 
in Bengal it is not “ amalddri sircar ” but “ amald4ri Mallah. ” In the 
United Provinces there are no river police at all, except in Benares, where 
a new section has recently been organized, comprising an establishment 
of four boats and 25 men who have already justified, their existence. 
In Mirzapur the old patrol boat has long since been out of commission. 
In Bengal the following establishment is maintained:— 

Riveb Police. 


No. 

Bank. 

Average 
rats of 
pay. 

Monthly 

coat. 

. 

Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


, 

Es. a. 

Es. 


26 

I-Iead-constables ... ... 

14 8 

377 


26 

Constables 

7 0 

176 



Total 

... | 

562 



float establisJmont. 

Kb. 


6 Patrol boats, Baokorgauj 

2 Ditto, Dacca 

4 Ditto, Farid pur 

1 Patrol boat, Jesaoro ... 

•6 Patrol boats, Khulna... 

2 Ditto, Pabna,., 

3 Ditto, Tippura 

7 Ditto, 24-Parganna 


• I* 


24.2 

104 

208 

02 

200 

118 

125 

870 


Total ... ... 2,070X12 


Annual cost ... 

Add cost of one temporary boat in Baokorganj for two months in tUo year 


24,840 

84 


Total annual cost ... ... 24,024 


The existing river police system in Bengal has, however, been 
condemned by all officers who can claim to spoak with any authority, 
and it has been agreed that a completely new plan of operations must 
be adopted if anything effective is to bo done. For the amount now 
annually spent (Bs. 24,924) on this account, there should be no reason 
whatsoever why a small well trained, properly equipped, and mobile 
force of rivor police sufficient to answer the immediate requirements 
of the present times, viz., to hunt down and bring to_ justice the 
gangs now at work, should not be maintained. Before considering what 
further river police establishments are necessary in Bengal, the abolition 
of the existing forco and its reconstruction in tho form of a special 
reserve at Goalundo is strongly recommended. A force of 36 patrol 
boats* with the following establishment will probably suffice, viz., 2 Sub- 
Inspectors (up-eountrymen),—one on Bs. 50, one on Bs. 30 ; 36 boat¬ 
swains at Bs. 12 each (Bs. 420); 180 river police constables (at 5 
per boat), 100 on Bs. 9, and 80 on Bs. 8, (Bs. 1,540); good conduct 
allowance Bs. 48—Total, Bs. 2,070. This will give us at the same 
cost as is now beiiig incurred, a compact and mobile force of 36 
complete patrol boats with crews, and a reserve of 36 men to allow 
for casualties, etc. By keeping the force in the form of a special 
reserve in a central position like Goalundo detachments can at once 
be despatched to any localities which may require special attention, 
guards can be deputed with the steamers (as with railway trains), 
suspicious boats can be followed up and watched, and all trading 
country boats ohecked, etc. The crews should be mixed, consisting 
of up-country men and Mallahs, well acquainted with up-country 
trade shipping, and Bengal river Muhammadans among whom we came 
across in Pabna very many suitable looking recruits. They should he 
equipped with clinker-built gigs or cutters, varying from 18 to 24 feet 

i 


1. Soo Conforenoo notes 
of Dacca Conferences, 
ipoo. 

2. Mr. Cox’s note on 
Kivor Police in Kajulmhi 
Dftkaits file, 1885. 
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length, 5 feet 2 inches to 5 feet 6 inches beam, and from about 18 inches' 
to 2 feet draft with bilge keels and weather boards. Such boats, it 
properly built, whilst being light, fast and handy, would be sea worthy 
enough to put out into the biggest rivers ; they should be completely 
fitted out with sprit-sails, oars, and good Willesden canvas awnings. The 
cost of these boats complete in Calcutta will be Its. 500 to Rs. 600 each. 
This expenditure could partly be met by the sale of the present useless, 
though comfortable, house-boats, used by the existing establishment. In 
addition to the above, at least one powerful launch capable of putting out 
on the largest rivers at any time of the year will be required for the 
District Superintendent of Police or Assistant District Superintendent 
of Police on special duty (or in charge) and at least two light draft 
launches, especially constructed for navigation in shallow waters, will be 
required for the pursuit of pirate boats in channels in which ordinary 
launches cannot ply. The designs of these launches can be obtained 
from Messrs. Yarrow & Co., Limited, Poplar, England, and will cost 
approximately from Rs. 200 to Rs. 1,000 according to size. The rough 
drawing of one is given below :— 

Rough Sketch. 



As the rivers fall each year and the channels become defined, regular 
mooring stations could be established, which it would be the business 
of the river police to make known to the boat men. At present, however, 
since there is no law under which orders regarding mooring station or any 
other matter connected with river traffic can be issued or enforced, the 
main duty of the new river police will be to bring river criminals to 
justice, and to prevent the occurrence of cognizable offences on the 
rivers by the careful and thorough patrolling of all specially dangerous 
localities. A very simple solution of the whole question would appear 
to he the creation of a general river police district embracing all rivers 
and water-ways in Bengal and the United Provinces (vide section 2j 
sub-sections 1 and 2 of Act III of 1888, Police Act). Under section 31, 
Act V of 1861, the Superintendents of River Police (when appointed) 
would then have power to keep order and regulate traffic on the 
rivers which obviously come under the head of “ Thoroughfares.” All 
orders and regulations issued by the Superintendents for the proper 
management of the traffic bn such “ thoroughfares ” and “ gluts ’ or 
u landing places ” would have the force of law, breaches thereof being 
punishable under section 32. The officer placed in charge should there¬ 
fore have special qualifications in respect of river police work, with a special 
knowledge of up-country shipping, and should have control of the river 
police establishment of all rivers irrespective of provincial boundaries. 
In Eastern Bengal and Assam, for purely river cases, it may even be 
necessary to invest him or his assistant with magisterial powers in the 
same manner as in the case of Superintendents of the Southern Division 
of the Railway Police in these Provinces. The situation in the case of 
the rivers in Eastern Bengal is. certainly peculiar, and on the main 
streams, at all events, the difficulties and delays incurred in reaching the 
local Magistrates or even the local police having jurisdiction, are very 
great, and the formation of one or more river sub-divisions is apparently 
necessary, 

21 . In our own Provinces, river police are undoubtedly required 
at Mirzapur, Allahabad, Fyzabad, Gorakhpur, Ballia, as also at Etowah 
and Agra. The reasons in each case are given in the Notes on Mallahs 
(see page 36). The establishment recommended in each case and the 
cost thereof will be seen in Appendix VI-3. 
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22. The time has now undoubtedly come when the unsatisfactory Appomiix vm. 
state of affairs on the rivers in Assam, Bengal and the United 

Provinces should be jointly taken into consideration. Prom the evidence 
obtained by the series of special inquiries which have recently been 
made, an exceedingly serious state of affairs in Bengal and Assam at all 
events, has been disclosed. Apart from the astounding record of crime, 
the great Steamer Companies have themselves repeatedly complained 
of the entire absence of any navigation rules by reason of which 
accidents involving loss of life and property frequently occur. The 
necessity for the issue and enforcement of rules regulating the steering, 
sailing and management of vessels under oars or sails on the rivers in 
Bengal has already been strongly represented. If proper law and order 
is to be maintained, it is evident that nothing short of the registration and 
licensing of all country trade boats will suffice to meet the requirements 
of the situation. - All “manjhis” are ship-masters pure and simple, 
and their responsibilities as such should he defined and fixed by law. 

There appears to he some objection in Bengal to the registration of 
boats. It is urged that great difficulties will arise in distinguishing 
trade boats from private boats. But this difficulty appears to bo without 
foundation. The rivers arc an education in themselves, and experts 
can easily distinguish river trade boats from private ones, as a sea-man 
can an ocean tramp from a yacht. The abolition of the rivor toll-bars is 
therefore also recommended, and in lieu tlioreof it is suggested that all 
boat-owners or u manjhis” employed in the inland rivor trade be required 
either to take out an annual license or a special trading license from 
their own district authorities. Tho rates to be levied could be based on 
a reasonable maunclagc calculation made on tho measurements of tho 
boats. Tho name of the district or an intelligible abbreviation thereof, 
and a number should he painted in bold letters on the bow of each boat, 
and on starting on a voyago, or on taking out a trading license, skippers 
should apply for and receive a pass in tho form given in Appendix 
VI-2, Persons of bad character should not, under the terms of the 
license, be allowed to proceed on voyages on trading boats, and the 
skipper, as master of the boat, should be invested with responsibilities 
of a head man under section 45, Criminal Procedure Code. It will be 
for the river police to see that none but duly registered boats ply on the 
inland trade. A boat’s papers alone would give all the information 
required to onsuro adequate supervision and a single checking station at 
the junction of the Gogra and the Ganges will suffice to chock the whole of 
tho boats going down from these Provinces. There is every reason to 
believe that tho registration of boats and the official recognition of tho 
position of the manjhis will be appreciated by the boat men them solves, 
for whilst saving tho honest manjhi from unnecessary trouble, it will 
effectually exclude the criminal element, and thus whilst safeguarding 
the interests of both tho traders and the public will ensure tho immediate 
identification of all trading boats and their crews. The income accruing 
from licenses would be very considerable and would probably more 
than suffice to meet the cost of the extra police establishment required 
to maintain law and order on those rivers. 

23, In the United Provinces, where there is no private boat traffic, 
the trade shipping can at once bo classified and registered with,out 
difficulty. The figures for each district are given in Appendix VI-I 
from which some idea can also be formed of the income which would 
probably accrue from license fees, e. g. “ulanks,” a patailis,” “jangs/* 

“mellnas” and other large craft of from 500 to 1,000 maunds capacity 
at, say, an average of Es, 5 per annum: “ meghnis,” “ pulwaris,” “ dongis” 
and other craft varying from 100 to 500 maunds, say, an average of Rs. 3 
per annum. This will give us an average of Rs. 4 per annum per boat 
with a total income of about Rs. 21,904, a sum which would more than 
cover all probable expenses in connection with river police arrangements 
in these Provinces, including even the cost of tho up-keep of the 
launch at Ballia- At present the only, income the Government raises 
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from the river is a sum varying from Rs. 7,000 to Rs. 10,000 from the 
toll-bar at Benares, tbe whole of which is supposed to be expended in 
keeping the deep channel clear between Dinapur and Allahabad. The 
Public Works Department maintains special establishments in each 
district for the erection of bundals, etc., in the hot season when the river is 
low, but complaints are very frequent both in respect of the working of the 
toll-bar officials, and the indifferent manner in which the deep channel is 
cleared. In Benares, there is a file in the Magistrate’s office from which 
full corroboration of these complaints may be obtained. N either the toll- 
bar nor the Public Works Department establishments appear to be 
under any sort of effective control and the existing arrangements are 
obviously unsatisfactory. Moreover, the tax as at present levied falls 
only on the shipping on the Ganges above Benares, which means that 
instead of being imposed equally on all the trade shipping above Dinapur, 
the tax falls entirely on the Mirzapur and Allahabad • boats. That this 
toll-bar combined with defective river conservancy has proved detrimental 
to river trade in these parts there cannot be much doubt. The file in 
Benares is full of complaints regarding the neglect to maintain a deep 
channel, and it even appears that the B. I. N. S. & Oo. took their 
steamers off in consequence of the exorbitant rates charged at the toll- 
bars. The Commissioner of Benares in his No, 6395, dated 3rd July 
1899, reported that “ In any case the present arrangements are very 
unsatisfactory. Two remedies alone seem open to make the maintenance 
of a navigable channel like the maintenance of a great highway road, a 
charge on Provincial revenues or to abandon the river to its devices.” 
Under the Act the Local Government has power to collect and alter tolls 
(section 13) and to frame rules for the navigation of the river (section 
16) under which the trade shipping could be registered, and an annual 
fee in lieu of the present toll-rate could be realized. The Act, however, 
does not apparently extend to the Gogra, but being a local Act, the 
extension to that river will not be a matter of any special difficulty. 

24. The general question of the regulation of traffic, the main¬ 
tenance of law and order, and the protection of life and property on the 
great rivers in the United Provinces and Bengal is therefore a very far- 
reaching one, the extent and real nature of which is only now being fully 
realized. It is not to be supposed that all that is required can be done 
speedily. There are so many interests involved that a further careful 
inquiry will be necessary in Bengal, at ail events before the exact form 
of registration, etc., can be decided on. There can, however, be no 
question either of the general or immediate needs of tbe situation. For 
the present it would suffice if steps were taken to continue the inquiries 
suspended last April with a view to the speedy institution of a gang case 
under section 401, Indian Penal Code, against the Mallahs already under 
arrest, and to collect further information and make rough registers of the 
trade shipping, and to provide a suitable river police establishment to 
cope with the immediate requirements in both Provinces, as already 
indicated. 

25. In regard to inter-provincial crime generally, it will be seen 
that most of the foregoing proposals, if accepted, will take much time 
to carry out. In any case fiirther inquiries will in many instances be 
necessary. The present has only been a preliminary survey as it were of 
the ground likely to be covered by such preventive operations or legis¬ 
lation as it may be deemed advisable hereafter to undertake. It should 
moreover be borne in mind that the figures only represent the record of 
the past five years. If a ten-years, record be called for, there is no 
doubt that a greater degree of criminality will be established. We 
have, however, been able to locate the ‘ red-spots' on the map as it 
were of those localities or tribes or gangs or families as the case may be 
to which special attention should now be directed. We also have now 
in our hands more or less complete information against the castes or 
portions thereof which have been dealt with in this report in regard tq 
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their criminality both local and inter-provincial. In the districts men¬ 
tioned in connection with the Bhurs [vide Memo, of Instructions, Appen¬ 
dix III—3 (g J] we have or should have by this time full particulars of the 
criminal portion of the tribe in the gang and absentee registers. Similarly 
in Ballia will be found collected full particulars regarding the Dusdclhs and 
the Chain Mallahs. The system of registration and surveillance, 
which has proved so efficacious in connection with the Benares Bhurs, 
should now be extended to the Basis and other castes mentioned in 
this report. In respect to river crime and traffic, we have also now 
obtained full particulars of the entire trade shipping which goes 
from these Provinces annually into Bengal. More or less complete 
information has also been acquired of the gangs of river thieves from these 
Provinces who operate in Bengal. The registers drawn up for the 
purpose in each district have already proved of so much value and 
should not be allowed to relapse into disuse. The immediate require¬ 
ments of the situation would therefore be met, if arrangements were 
made to facilitate co-operation between the police in the districts 
concerned in both Provinces until such time as Government decides on 
special inter-provincial measures. The following preliminary measures 
could for instance at once be taken. In the districts noted in the 
, T) „ margin special officers have been at 

Gorakhpur. 9. Suit&npur. work since October last compiling and 

3. Mimpur. io. Agra. preparing special registers and family 

e. Azfungarh. i2. Aiiui.abad. sheets lor each tribe, I he tlninas shown 

6. jftuupur. 13. Hnrdoj. in the final column of tho caste eon- 

viction return should now have Itiigush- 
knowing Sub-Inspectors posted to them as second officers whoso 
.special business it will be to prepare tiro gang and absentee registers 
for castes concerned, under the supervision of the special officers, and 
to collect and classify the particulars required in the Memorandum 
of Instructions, Appendix III —3-y, as also to prepare the criminal 
family history sheets. In riverain districts the boat and crow registers 
directed to bo maintained in tho Memorandum of Instructions, 
Appendix VI—5-13 should similarly bo carefully revised and maintained 
by station officers. It will also bo the duty of the second officers to 
conduct in English all correspondence connected with the despatch of 
information sheets—A from their tlianas to those in Bengal. Station 
officers in both Provinces will thus bo brought in direct touch with 
each other and tho delays experienced in the submission of these 
information sheets through District Officers will bo avoided. It will be 
the duty of special Sub-Inspectors in each district to maintain tho 
registers at headquarters, to, supervise tho work of 2nd officers in tho 
tlninas solectod for especial surveillance, and to see that all convictions 
reported from Bengal are correctly entered in tho local, registers, and 
that P. K. T, prisoners are subjected to tho required surveillance. 
They will also onco a quartor submit detailed rolls of absentees with 
fully recorded descriptions, which should be issued in the form of 
supplements in tho Bengal Police Gazette. This arrangement whilst 
affording excellent instruction to young 2nd officers will Icavo station 
officers free to do their own legitimate duties in respect to the 
prevention and detection of crime in their circles. It will also provide a 
special agency for the preparation of a ground work for prosecutions 
under sections 400 and 401, Indian Penal Code, the value of which, for 
the purpose of dealing with gangs of thieves such as those formed by 
Pto, Mallahs and Bhurs has apparently not yet been fully realized by 
the police of these Provinces. The only cases of importance prosecuted 
during the last ten years have been those of the celebrated u Pirjee’s ” 
gang in Meerut in 1897, the Aheria gang case prosecuted by Inspector 
Pitzpatrick in 1899, and one or two strap prosecutions of Haburahs in 
Etah, etc, The fact is that the investigation and preparation of these 
cases require such an extraordinary amount of industry and persoverance 
that local officers who are already over-worked in other respects 

5 


Appendix VI—3-1). 

(1) Inspector Sal ip 
11am Efnrihor Chomn'n 
report, dated 6th March 
1903, vide Deputy lus- 
poetor-Gonornl, Bonsai, 
No. 1073 of 9fch March 
1903. 

(2) Appendix VI-5- 
D. 

(3) Vida circular 
letter to District Super¬ 
intendents concern'd, 
dated 13th September 
1903. 


Vide alflo circular 
latter acldroaBod to Dis¬ 
trict Superintendent con¬ 
cerned, dated 80th Sep¬ 
tember 1903. 
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are chary about starting prosecutions which can only be unclei taken at the 
expense of other duties. It also appears that the proposals for mu and 
in the Paniab Government Circular No. 117, dated 27th April 1898, 
and reissued under the order of the United Provinces Government, 
as to the advisability of making use of section 401, Criminal Procedure 
Code, for the purpose of obtaining suitable informers appears to have 
been entirely lost sight of. In Bengal, on the contrary, much advance 
has been made in this respect and within the Jast few years gang cases 
have been worked with very commendable success. I would therefor© 
strongly recommend the deputation of half-a-dozen young 2nd officers, 
and even an Assistant or two, especially selected for their intelligence, 
to the Training’ School at Bhagalpur to study the system lately introduced 
of collecting and classifying evidence required in section 401, Indian 
Penal Code cases, and also to learn the art of correct description 
writing. The Bengal Police are far ahead of ours in these respects ; 
the knowledge is worth well acquiring, and could be made use of with 
effect in all districts which are infested by organized gangs of burglars- 
and thieves against whom collective action is necessary. If all such 
gangs were dealt with under section 401, Indian Penal Code, a regular 
campaign could also then be inaugurated against the influential receivers 
and supporters under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code. 

26. Much could also be done regarding to the reclamation of some 
of these castes by making judicious use of the communal * panchayets 
or village councils. 1 The experiment might with advantage be tried of 
appointing ‘ panchayet cliaudhries, 5 for instance, as Mukhyas for these 
particular castes ; for with Bhurs, Pasis, Dusadhs, Mallahs and kindred 
t. ibes, these village councils are a means of bringing special pressure to 
bear on the members of the community and efforts might be made to- 
secure their co-operation. But as the panchayet cliaudhries have 
certain fixed perquisites in the way of fees, it will be as well if 
the subordinate police have nothing to do with the working of thi^ 
particular proposal which should be kept entirely in their own hands- 
by Magistrates or Superintendents. If the panchayets in the cases- 
mentioned could, for example, be induced to out-caste members convicted 
of larceny, it would prove an excellent deterrent, and in the case of 
Mallahs much good could be done by panchayets penalizing the 
employment by “ Manjhis ” of Bhurs and Pisis and such like thieves- 
for Mallahi work. The official recognition of punch cliaudhries as- 
caste Mukhyas would probably go a long way towards securing their 
co-operation. In any case the experiment is well worth trying since the 
type of person obtainable at present for the office of Mukhya in the 
eastern districts of these Provinces is generally a man of no local, 
influence or importance. 

27. ^ In Bengal, in view of the numerous complaints received from 
officers in the United^ Provinces as to the ignorance displayed by 
subordinate Bengal Police Officers in respect to the geography and tli£ 
correct spelling of towns and villages in the United Provinces it is 
recommended that station officers in Bengal, in the districts mentioned in 

, columns 13 to 52 of Appendix I-c., be furnished with Postal Directories of 
the connected districts in these Provinces, as also annually with corrected 
lists of village chaukidars and Mukhyas. This information, together 
with that contained in the absentee roll, would place them in a position to 
interrogate closely all suspicious persons coming from those localities in 
these Provinces and will facilitate identification and action under section- 
109, Criminal Procedure Code. In all districts in Bengal and in Assam 
in which up-country people have settled or to which they resort annually 
in large numbers, inquiries should be instituted forthwith into the nature 
and extent of the colonies and settlements formed, and recognized head¬ 
men and proper village panchayets should be appointed in each. In all 
such localities the Bengali element amongst the station staff should be 
replaced by station officers and men recruited from, up-country and Beliar 
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to an extent sufficient to ensure the proper control of the affected area 
and population. In each place visited during the course of the present 
inquiry the ignorance displayed of the up-country men generally by the 
Bengali station officers was very remarkable, and yet a considerable 
number of Bhurs, Dusitdhs, Basis and members of qz&asi -criminal tribes 
in these Provinces are employed as village chaukid&rs in the eastern 
districts of Bengal, over whom the supervision of the local Bengali 
th&nadars appears to be nil. It is evident therefore that, in the localities 
indicated, the local police, and especially station officers, should be men 
from the same districts as most of the aliens. The Bengal Police Gazette 
should contain full notices of all crime committed in that Province in 
which it is known or suspected that up-country criminals are concerned. 
Pull descriptions of property stolen should in all such cases not only 
be published in the Police Gazette , but should be sent without the least 
delay to the connected districts in the United Provinces which should 
also regularly receive the Bengal Police Gazette. This will enable the 
District Superintendents concerned in the United Provinces to take 
prompt measures in co-operation with the Bengal Police for the arrest of 
returning criminals, etc. In order, however, to ensure co-operation in 
all respects, one District Superintendent of Politic and two Assistant; 
District Superintendents of Police (ouc of each province) will be required, 
at first, to supervise the inter-provincial operations. They should bo 
supervising agents pure and simple, and should sec that tho special staff 
in both Provinces do their work properly, and should act as inter¬ 
mediaries in all inter-provincial matters. In all other respects they 
should work through local officers to whom they can render much 
assistance in all matters connected with special crime. 

27. The introduction of a special course of instruction in Provincial 
Ethnology at both Training Schools is also recommended, Crockets 
excellent work might bo taken as a text-book for those Provinces. 
Assistant Superintendents and Sub-Inspectors should leave school with at 
least an elementary knowledge of the manners and customs of the people, 
and especially of the criminal element among whom they will work for the 
rest of their career. At present the ignoranco displayed in this respect 
by tho younger officers in both Provinces is extraordinary. An officer 
in Bengal, for instance, persisted in maintaining that tho Mallahs 
wore in some way connected with the tribes on the N.-W'. frontier, and 
wore therefore a particularly dangerous lot of cut-throats and criminals. 
Now that the higher grades are recruited practically entirely from 
home, instruction on this important subject is absolutely necessary, and 
it should ho encouraged by every possible means. It will, at all events, 
indicate to embryo Superintendents that there are wider fields of 
research and useful inquiry open to young police officers than those 
afforded by an office desk and roznamcha , and it may therefore be a means 
of inducing them to go more to the people themselves, than to their 
subordinates, for information, which may at times have an important 
bearing on their work as police officers. 

28. In conclusion, the necessity for the immediate consideration 
of the entire question cannot be too strongly insisted on. The movement 
is now fast extending into Assam. In and around Dhubri, the country 
which was devastated by the earthquake of 1804 is being fast 
reclaimed, the settlers being mostly up-country people from Behar, 
and tho eastern districts of these Provinces. In the neighbourhood of 
Ifakirhat, Jamadarhat,and Bhakuamari there are villages and settlements 
of up-country settlers of considerable size without adequate police 
arrangements, the chaukiddr of which are local people who cannot oven 
speak tho language of the settlers, from whom they live apart, and of 
whose doings they know absolutely nothing. Moreover, tlio railway 
extension to Gauhati is fast approaching completion and when completed, 
a Blmr will be able to go from Jaunpur to Assam for about Its. 5-8-0. 
This extension will probably put an end to the coolie question of Assam, 
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but unless that Province profits by the recent experience in Bengal and 
makes its arrangements in time, the United Provinces and Behari 
criminals will shift the scene of their depredations to it. There are in 
fact indications of this already; the enterprising Mallah has already 
exploited the Brahmaputra valley as far up as Tejpur, and the Megna 
in Sylhet. That there is much booty to be acquired is perfectly evident 
from the quantity recently recovered from the river pirate gangs arrested 
in the course of the late operations in the neighbourhood of Dhubri. 

29. Should the preliminary measure herein recommended be given 
effect to, the way will be paved and the ground prepared for such further 
legislation or special measures as the present or further inquiries may be 
deemed to justify. 

30. The ajDpendices attached to this report contain full particulars 
of statistics (general and tribal), notes, reports and inquiries, as also 
selections from records connected with crime committed by each cl^ss 
dealt with in the report. 



GROUP I 


(1) BHURS. 

(2) PXSIS. 

(3) DUSADHS. 
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“ BHUBS . n 
Symbol in Chabt 



The li Bhurs ” are a caste of apparently Dravadian origin found m the Bast- 
em parts of the United Provinces, and in the Western Districts of Bengal, x ! or a 
detailed account of the tribal customs, ceremonies, and history, the attention of all 
police officers may be directed to the Notes on this Tribe in Volume II of Grooke a 
^Tribes and Castes of the North-West Provinces and Oudh.” It is supposed 
that at one time they were a tribe of considerable political importance, and that 
they had established a fairly advanced civilization prior to their downfall, though 
from the earliest times they appear to have been of predatory habits. In the 
present day they are by occupation chiefly menials and agriculturists, and are usually 
employed as day-labourers and ploughmen. A few are tenants without occupancy 
rights, and some of them have rather an equivocal ‘ reputation. _ They are 
occasionally burglars and field thieves, and have been known to combine for road 
robbery and dakaiti. The Bkurs of Badohi in the Mirzapur district are nothing 
short of a pest to their respectable neighbours at harvest timo, and much ol the 
labour spent on field watching is due to their depredations. . As a matter of fact, 
the statistics now collected show that though the greater portion of the tribe arc 
non-criminal, there are numerous groups containing whole families of incorrigible 
criminals, who, in addition to being a pest to their more respectable neighbours, 
have been enterprising enough to extend their depredations to the farthest confines 
of Bengal and even to Assam. The map gives a very clear idea of tlio exact 
distribution of the tribe in the United Provinces and Bengal, and Appendix III—I 
(which should be studied along with the map) gives full particulars of, (1) Num¬ 
bers in each district, (2) the criminal statistics of the tribe, (8) specially guilty 
villages or groups in each district, and (4) the connections formed by them in 
Bengal. It will be observed that in the United Provinces, the districts of Gorakh¬ 
pur, Azamgarh, Jaunpiir, Fyzabad and Benares, the northern portion of Mirza¬ 
pur, Ghfizipur, and about one-half of Ballia form the real Bhur country, The 
numbers dwindle away in Gonda, Part&bgarh, Sult&npur and Bahrqloh, Further 
east, the domicile and settled portion of the tribe extends into the Sahabad, Saran 
and Champaran districts in Bengal. All Bhurs found out of this area will 

probably be emigrants. Thus tho small oolonieH 
scattered in the marginally noted districts in 
Bengal, judging from their equality of sexes are 
probably of a permanent nature, whilst those in 
Decoa, Mymensingh, Calcutta, Kangpur, Bogra and 
Pabna, in which the males far exceed tho number 
of females, are apparently only of a temporary 
nature. These districts are also those in which there is a large annual demand for 
labour in connection with the jute industry and agriculture. The Blnir, in fact,, 
being a good workman, has nqw established himself in greater or less numbers in 
and around all centres of trade in Bengal where there is demand for manual and 
skilled labour, thus they will be found at work in large numbers in the jute mills 
and presses in Hoogly, Howrah, Calcutta, Serajganj, Dacca, Narayanganj in the coal 
mines of the Burdwan district, and op. the new railway lines in Mymensingh, 
Kangpur and Assam. It is precisely this commercial value of tho Bhurs that 
makes it difficult to draw up a scheme for their effective surveillance, without in 
any way interfering with the demands of the labour market, and any repressive 
measures which may hereafter be introduced must necessarily be closely restricted 
to groups or families whose criminality can be clearly proved by reliable statistics. 


Faridpur. Dina;} par 

Backerganj. Jalpaiguri. 

Burdwaa Monghyr. 

Birth uip. Bhasralpar. 

Hoogly. Malda. 

Sonthal Parganas. 


Crime and criminality 
inter-provincial. 


Local and 


extent which, certainly justifies 


2. Although, taken as a whole the tribe may be regarded as a non-criminal 

one, yet it is a tribe with criminal tendencies in 
which the hereditary trait is strongly marked, and 
which, under certain circumstances, is apt to 
develop in particular groups or individuals to an 
„ „ special measure being taken against such guilty 

units. Thus, the percentage of oonvictions during the last five years of the males 
of the whole tribe only amounts to 1*67, whereas in certain districts the average 
“ hi /| h 1 e S\ th A e five districts being: Benares (37-2), JatmpSr 

(2*25), Mirzapur (2*19), Azamgarh (2-14), which together with the adjoining 
Police jurisdictions m Ballia, Gh&zipur and Mirzapur, and the single village of 
Jalalpur in Fyzabad (close to the Jaunpiir border), represent what may be termed 
the criminal area in respect to the Bhur tribe, and within which whole groups and 
families or criminals will be found with numerous convictions recorded against the 
adult males, such as, in the villages of— h’ - ' 


(1) Kuru, p.-s. Baragaon, Benares district» 

(2) Dullahipur, p.-s. Sikroul, Benares district ; 
(§) Ta^is, p.-s, Gholapnr, Beqarqs di&tfict; 
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(4) Bharauti, p.-s. Chandwak, Jaunpur district ; 

(51 Khajrawal, p.-s. Mirzapnr-Khurd, Mirzapur district; 

(6) Jalalpur in Fyzabad, in which special repressive measures are 
(Called for. Beyond these limits and North of the Gogra, the Bhurs have, 
practically speaking, no criminal record standing against them and are generally 
regarded as a quiet and law-abiding people. The area affected is therefore well- 
defined, and there should be no special difficulty in coping with the situation, for 
.Special Officers have now been posted in the districts mentioned since October last 
and the gang and absentee registers are now presumably in working order and up to 
date. Within this criminal area, undoubtedly, a serious state of affairs exists. The 
Bhurs have, of course, locally been known for years past in these districts as expert 
burglars and thieves, but the departure from their homes to Bengal is one apparently 
only of recent times, and unless effective measures are speedily adopted, tho evil 
is for obvious reasons likely to increase. From the statistics furnished by the 
Bengal Police the earliest gang cases recorded against these people in that province 
are thoso of 1896-97 (vide S. R. in Appendix III-2) which just about coincides 
with the period when the new policy of the vigorous enforcement of the provontivo 
sections of the Criminal Procedure Code was inaugurated in these provinces, as also 
with tho extension of tho Bengal and North-Western Railway system to these 
districts, which made it possible for a man to get from Bonaros to the Brahmaputra 
for a trifling sum of Rs. 5. Since then, as Appondix I.II-2 shows, there has been 
a series of distinctly serious outbreaks of orimein the neighbourhood of the Bhur 
colonies in Lower and Easiorn Bengal. From the confessions made by tho prisoners, 
$8 also from tho evidence recorded in Court in the series of trials noted in tho 
Appendix III-8, tho existence of largo and well-organized gangs of Bhur thieves 
who make a speciality of depredations in Bengal has been established. Thus the 
trial in Maldah of a gang in 1900, and later on tho Hooghly cases (1003-04) 
disclosed tho fact that gangs recruited from the districts of Mirzapur, Jaunpur 
and Benares, had mot at appointed rendezvous, and had carried out deliberately laid 
plans in pursuance of a common object. In tho Maldah case (Appendix HI-2 and 3) 
if came out that tho raid had actually been planned by tho two loaders, Mill lay 
Bhur of Benares, .and Abdul Rahman of Fyznbad in tho Benares Central Jail, where 
they happened to be inoareeratod together. Tho ease with which a gang can be 
organized is apparent from tho records,of tho Algapur dakaiti, (Appendix III-30) 
it}, whioh one Babu jNandan, a toa-gftrden coolie, came homo and returned within a 
week with a gang of Bhur thi.oves which, however, had tho misfortune to bo arrested 
after their very first venture, by tho merest chanco, by reason of certain friction which 
existed between their leader and a brothor Tlffikur. Tho investigation in the 
Burdwan gang case (1807) disclosed the fact that a largo and well-organized gang, 
composed of Benares district Bhurs with a couple of Brahmans and T lid lairs, had 
for so mo time previous been at work in tho districts of Burdwan and tho Presidency 
Division, and eventually no less than 18 dakaitiea were proved against them. The 
approver in this case, one Koileshar Singh, of village Gour, polieo-station Mirza 
Murad, B.enares district, made a full confession (vide Appondix III-3A) in which 
the details of the organization of the gang and their modus operandi has beon fully 
disclosed. The capture of those largo and formidable gangs, however, in no way 
checked tho Bhur depredations, for, on 31st May 1897, a serious dakaiti was com¬ 
mitted by these people at Kndihuti near Dum-Dum in tho 24-Par ganas and another 
on 8th February 1898 at Dovook, near Naihati in the same district. In conse¬ 
quence of these discoveries apd of the complaints received from Bengal, the late 
Mr. R. Strachoy, who was then District Superintendent of Police of Benares, had 
lists prepared of all convicted Bhurs and of all Bhurs then absent from their homes 
in the Bcnarps district, which, when printed, were issued to tho Bengal Polico, and 
Bhurs on rpturning from Bengal were invariably searched. But, as the Blmr crimi¬ 
nals operating in Bengal invariably work under assumed names and dispose of ^ tho 
property stolen in Bengal itself, identification was difficult and practically impossible* 
The dakaitiea therefore continued and the composition of the new. gangs show that 
the movement has extended to the Bhurs of the districts surrounding Benares. The 
causes of this singular outbreak of crime and the influx of Bhur criminals to certain 
localities in Bengal is not far to seek. Local thieves and gang leaders, seeing that they 
could work with far less risk and with greater chances of profit to themselves in 
Bengal, naturally shifted the scene of their operations to that Province, where, for 
reasons already given, every facility existed for the commission of crime. In con¬ 
sequence of the aiffioulty experienced in establishing the identity of the Bhurs then 
in Bengal from the list sent from Benares, the Inspeotor-General of Police of Bengal 
eventually in 1901 deputed Chief Inspector Ram Sadoy Mukerji to the United Pro¬ 
vinces to make a local investigation and prepare District Lists. A special Sub- 
Inspector was deputed to assist in the Benares district. Thelooal lists were carefully 
revised with the result that the names of some 560 Bhurs of known bad character were 
registered in Benares alone, Similar lists were prepared for Azamgarh, Mirzapur, 
Gh&zipur, Ballia, Gorakhpur and Fyzabad, and it was suggested that vigorous action 
under section HO, Criminal Procedure Code, should be taken against the members 
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of the gangs noted therein, as also against their receivers ancl supporters. Of the 
560 names no less than 890 have since been convicted in the Benares district alone ; as 


below ;— 

Section 110, Criminal Procedure Code 
„ 454 to 7, Indian Penal Code 

„ 379 to 82, ditto 

M 392 to 95, ditto 

,, 411 to 14, ditto 

„ 401 ditto 

Other offences Mt Ilf 


fit 


141 

75 

108 

15 

21 

9 

21 


Total ... 390 


The prosecutions under section 110 included the following well-known receivers 
and supporters:— 

Police station Mirza Murad* —Grimi Singh, Koileshar Singh, Jagdamba 
Brahman. 

Police station Sikroul. —Gaya Brahman, Balbahadur Singh, Nawab Khan-j, 
Earn Lai, Kalwdr, Dwarka Singh, Kalka Singh and Gajadhar, Kalwar, 

Police station Cholapur .—Gokaran Singh. 

Police station Rohinia. —Jangbahadur Singh. 

Police station Dassaswmedh.-*- Sheolok Singh and Sarabjit Singh. 

Police station Bhelupur.-^ Dipan Singh. 

3. The effect of these operations, together with the deputation from Benares- 
of especially qualified detective officers, to follow up Bhur criminals in Bengal has 
been apparent not only in the remarkable decrease in local crime, but the depreda¬ 
tions in Bengal by the Benares Bhurs has been temporarily checked, Bince the gangs 
latterly unearthed by the Bengal Police have been composed mostly of Mirzapur 
Pdsis and with but few Bhurs from the Benares district. Great difficulties are r 
however, experienced still in respect to the tracing of absentee Bhurs and in est ablish- 
ing their identity when arrested in Bengal, unless they have previous convictions 
recorded against them. Great assistance has been received from Bhur village 
panchayets in ascertaining the whereabouts in Bengal of absentees, but since bad 
characters invariably assume false names in that Province, and since the mills and 
other concerns afford them complete immunity from,police scrutiny, the Bengal Police 
have special difficulties to encounter in tracing them. The Information Sheets 
therefore which are usually despatched from these Provinces are invariably returned 
as untraced. The Bhur colonies, in addition to the mills, afford every facility for 
the immediate and local disposal of property stolen in Bengal. The special atten¬ 
tion of the Bengal Police should now be given to the colonies noted in paragraph 1, 
page 42. Bhur thieves returning from their expeditions bring nothing but cash, and 
in the absence of any incriminating property being found on them, it is difficult for 
the local police to take action against them ; at the same time there is evidence of 
the indifference , and even of the connivance of the local subordinate police in this 
connection. The registration, of convictions of Bhurs in Bengal is speoially defec¬ 
tive, for instance in Axamgarh, in which no less than 81 conviotions are shown as 
in “ Bengal ” with no district specified, elsewhere, as in the case of Sumera Bhur, of 
village Tari, police-station Cholapur, and Bahori Bhur of the same locality, the 
connivance of the village chaukid&rs and beat constables was obvious, and it is 
evident that the Station Officers in the localities affected require to be sharply 
reminded of their responsibilities in this respect. Appendix III-l shows the exact 
extent to which the Bhurs in these Provinces are responsible for crime committed in 
Bengal during the last five years. The figures speak for themselves, and ih several 
instances disclose an unsatisfactory state of affairs. The main connections estab¬ 
lished to deal with which the closest Inter-district co-operation appears neoessary are 
as shown in Appendix III. 

4. The guilty villages in each district and in which special supervision over 
the members of this tribe appears necessary are given in the last column of Appendix 
III-l. In all of these instances, the guilty families of individuals should be pro¬ 
claimed in the manner described in paragraph 12, page 13, of this report and should 
be placed under the supervision of the special staff of our Police, In each of the 
more important connections detectives might be deputed from the districts concerned 
to those in Bengal to hunt up absentee criminals and to assist in the identification of 
those arrested, thus:— 

Benares Detectives to Maldah , Eooghly , Burdwan* Calcutta and 
2irParganas* 

Mirzapur Detectives in and around Calcutta. 

Jaunpur „ „ „ 

Ballia Defectives to Manbhwm and Dinajpur, 1 * 

. ' : Azamgarh Bctectives m and around Calcutta m^ DmMr 
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5. The criminality of certain sections of the tribe having been established 
beyond all reasonable doubt, it only remains to carry out a definite repressive 
programme to provide for the local needs of the situation, but the question of the 
inter-provincial crime committed by these people is much more important. The 
continuance of heinous crime in Bengal committed by these people, combined with, 
the absence from their homes of large numbers of Bhur criminals, indicate their 
present activity and also that the situation demands special attention. 

NOTES ON “ PASIS 
Symbol in Chart 

The Pfisis are a Dravidian tribe, principally found in the Eastern districts 
of the Province and in Oudh. The term “ Pfisi ” is obviously only an occupational 
one, since the community includes a number of distinct tribes whose only connection 
is a common occupation of extracting tho juico of the date palm. The result is 
that Pfisis apprehended for offences at a distance from their homes invariably called 
themselves * Baheliasf which is one of the chief tribal sub-divisions* The village 
community is ruled over by a strong tribal council presided over by a Chaudhri, 
which, besides dealing with tribal disputes and immorality, apparently makes a 
speciality of “ offering facilities for obtaining dispensation from pollution 
caused by journeys across the black water {Kola pani), which, the criminal pursuits 
of the tribo so frequently necessitate/’ 

2. The IVisis of Oudh are hereditary robbers and thieves, as also arc those in 

the Gopiganj and Bhadoi parganas of the Mirzapur district, who were renownod 
in former times for their daring dakait raids into Hawaii and Central India. 
Crooke writes : “A fow of them are landowners, but most of them are day-labourers, 
collectors of palm juice or makers of grind-stones and curry stones. They 
bear on tho whole an indifferent roputation and in the East of the Provinces many 
of them arc noted thieves and burglars who make long journeys and commit serious 
crime. General Sloornan says that in his time it was supposed that there wore one 
hundred thousand families of Pfisis in Oudh who were skilful thieves and robbors 
by profession and were formerly thugs and poisoners as well. They generally 
provod the worst part of the gangs kept up by refraotory landowners, who kept 
Pfisis to fight for them as they paid for themselves out of' the plunder and cost little 
to their employer,” * * * * C( They and 

their refractory employers keep the country in a special stato of disorder. Things 
have of course much improved since the British occupation of the Province, but even 
now in the lC Bangar ” the Pfisis pride themselves on showing some evidence of 
their prowess by stealing a penknife or a handkorchiof from the tents of tlio English 
officers who visit their jungles for sport and with whom, they are generally on the 
best of terms.” 

The tribe is therefore one with distinctly criminal, tendencies which oven in 
these days, as the figures show (Appendix IV), when not hold in proper control, 
are apt to develop to an alarming extent, and in certain districts, such as Allahabad, 
Partfibgarh, Bae Bareli., North Mirzapur, and West Jaunpur, the Pfisis arc a perfect 
pest to their law-abiding neighbours and are still employed in gangs by rolfactory 
landowners for purposes of crime. There is also ample evidence indicating that 
like other prodahory tribes they have taken full advantage of the facilities 
afforded by our improved Bailway system for making long raids into Bengal and. 
other Provinces for the solo purpose of committing crime. Moreover, the descen¬ 
dants of the old Mirznpuri Pfisi dak a its, now finding that Bowa and Central India 
no longer furnish the same attractions as of yore, havo taken to boats and combined 
with the Mullahs, and havo for years past travelled down, the great deserted water¬ 
ways of Bengal, unobserved, and. havo regularly looted the riverain districts in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

3. A correct idea of the distribution of the tribe will bo found in tho map 
(page 50). The bulk of tho tribe is settled in Oudh, but with very active criminal, 
sections in Allahabad, Jaunpur, and North Mirzapur. Like the Bhurs and others, 
they have been attracted by certain industries in Bengal, and thus large numbers 
migrate annually to Calcutta, Burdwon, Bangpur, Pabna, Dacca and Mymensingh, 
in all of which districts Pfisis have been convicted of offenoes varying from 
dakaities to petty thefts. They do not appear to he settling down in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam to the same extent as the Bhurs and Dusfidhs, but being criminals of 
a pronounced type are a far more dangerous lot than either of the othors and do not 
hesitate^ resort to violence when necessary. Their value as expert burglars and 
thieves is thoroughly appreciated by a certain class of Mirzapuii “ manjhi,” and a 
couple or more Pfisis are invariably included in the orew for no purpose other than 
that of raising the wind and keeping their employers in funds when times and 
trade are slack. Such handsome profits have in fact been made by the Pfisis 
Mirzapur addicted to river orime that there are man like Laohman, Antoe, Phoon- 
d«n,Ori, and other Pfisis of Mirzapur, who are now themselves boat-owners and 

7 
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manjhis, who. under the garb of being respectable traders, are nothing m ° re 
river pirates and thieves There is a mass of evidence on record to show that Buck 
men invariably work with, the zamlnd&rs and even the police of their home is ri 
at their backs and thus, instead of settling down in Eastern Bengal, the criminal I asis 
mostly all return every year to their homes laden with booty from whic i e oca 
magnates are paid appropriate “ D/azrana.” Matters seem therefore to be much t ie 
same now as they were in Colonel Sleeman’s time. Inspector Han Har Charan s is 
of receivers and supporters gives the names of a dozen or more zamindars in lnza-* 
pur who patronize pirate gangs of Kahmasin and other villages in that neighbour¬ 
hood, and there is evidence on record of chaukid^rs from that district having gone 
off to Bengal to defend relatives arrested there in dakaiti cases, or of having resigned 
the service to join piratical gangs, whilst in some other cases they are closely 

related to notorious gang leaders. (See paper re- 

* In Pasi file, lating to Bhuna, chaukid£r, of police-station 

Bhadoi, Mirzapur.)* 

4. Locally the greater portion of the burglaries in the area indicated are the 
handiwork of Pasis, and in all these districts, as the conviction records show, there 
are apparently in existence large and well-organized gangs of thieves whose 
special supervision appears to be necessary. 

5. In respect to inter-provincial crime committed by these people, the con¬ 
nections noted in Appendix IV need attention. In the remaining districts the 
number of convictions is so small as not to be worth taking into consideration. 

6. Generally speaking, it is perfectly obvious that the registration in their 
home districts of convictions obtained of P4sis on Bengal is exceptionally defective. 
It seems that in the great majority of cases such convictions have been recorded 
in the local registers under the general term (< Bengal/’ a fact which indicates the 
existence of a very erroneous notion that such convictions are! matters of no local 
importance. The result undoubtedly has been that the Pdsis have in this rospeot 
escaped the close supervision they deserved. The sooner this matter is looked into 
and remedied the better. The worst districts in this respect are Allahabad, Unao, 
Hardoi, Mirzapur, and Fyzabad. 

7. The final column in Appendix IV gives full particulars as to the Police 

„ , „, . . m .. jurisdiction and villages in each district ,in the 

ee a o nmua n es ap. United Provinces in which it appears necessary to 
specialize the surveillance over the P&sis, in respect of both local and inter-pro¬ 
vincial crime. In the latter respect it will be seen that the worst groups are 
situated in Allahabad, Jaunpur, North Mirzapur, in all of which localities 
special facilities, either by rail or river, exist for making raids into Bengal. The 
connections with Unao, Fyzabad, and Hardoi, require further investigation, and 
detectives from all these districts should be deputed to Bengal in accordance with 
the connections disclosed ( vide Appendix IV). 

8. The most important cases which have in recent times come to light in 
Bengal in whioh Pdsis were concerned are :— 

(1) Section 401, Indian Penal Code, Dacca, Appendix VI-5-2, dated 16th 

November 1903, in which the following Mirzapuri P£isis were con¬ 
victed :—*Rajkaran Kala, Ramai, Rambaros, Jagrup, Domai, Srikrishan, 
Dukharan, and Katwaru. 

(2) Two heavy burglary cases now under trial in Goalpara , Assam.—-Vide 

Appendix VI-G-I. 

(3) A series of burglaries and river thefts (vide Confession of Thamman, 

Mullah, recently disposed of in Dhubri, Assam also Appendix VI-v, 
G. 1, 2, and 4). 

(4) Section 401, case No. 16, dated 2>0th November 1903, 24 -Parganas, vide 

Appendix III. 

Barge numbers of known and suspected members of .this tribe are still absent 
from their homes and untraceable in Bengal. The preparation of gang and absentee 
registers and the classification of the criminal records of these people, together with 
combined action by the Police of the two Provinces, are in this case also very 
necessary, J 


NOTES ON “ DUSADHS.” 

Symbol in Chaet 

0 Crooks, Volume, II, pages 346—357)—A menial tribe found in the east of 
the Province. As a matter of fact the tribe, as the map shows, is essentially a 
Bengal one, its headquarters being in Darbhanga, Patna, and Bhagalpur. A com¬ 
paratively small section is settled in the Eastern Districts of Gorakhpur Ballia and 
Gh^zipur in these Provinces. The tribe as a whole is a non-criminal one though 
a small section, numbering about 3,000 and known as the « Pulwars ’ of Ballia 
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comprises a very .enterprising lot of criminals who carry their depredations as far as 
Bengal. It is said that most of Lord Clivers army which fought at Plassey con¬ 
sisted of Dusftdhs. Now they do not take Military service. Their drunken, lazy 
habits prevent them from rising to the position of occupancy tenants, and most 
of them are ploughmen in the service of other tenants or landlords or they serve 
as village watchmen. They practice no handicrafts and some of them live by wood¬ 
cutting and collecting jungle-produce. As a matter of fact the Dnsadhs in these 
Provinces are menials, pure and simple, and, except for the Pulwfirs, who are 
hereditary criminals and live by crime, do most of the menial work in service with 
Europeans in and around the Metropolis and along the Railways and with British 
troops. The Dusfidhs of the United Province furnish, comparatively speaking, 
but little labour for the mills and other industries in Bengal, and the Pnlwfir 
Dusfidhs certainly do not seek such employment, and thus the conclusion arrived 

at in this respect (vide Government of Bengal Order 
S. K.45, Pilo No. 63. No. 999J. O., dated 29th May 1900), appears to have 

been based on inaccurate information. 

2. In respect to inter-provincial crime therefore the only section of the tribe 

we have need to deal with is the Palwar Dusfidhs of 

No ‘ ' Ballia. There is a file in the Inspector-General's office* 

containing the very fullest particulars regarding those people, and nothing can 
be added to the information already collected and stored therein. A strong 
case for proclamation under the Criminal Tribes Act was made out by the Local 
authorities (vide Mr. Warner’s No. 2072/III-8, dated 9th June 1899, and Commis¬ 
sioner of Benares’ No. 6543-13-02 of 1899). There sooms to be some difference of 
opinion at headquarters as to the efficacy of the proposals, for the late Mr. Grierson- 
Jackson in a very exhaustive letter (No. 30102 A., dated 14th September 1899), 
advocated repressive action by the closer co-operation of the police of the two 
Provinces, the regular use of the preventive sections, and tho employment of extra 
police. Apparently the United Provinces Government agreeing with tho Local 
authorities recommended the proclamation of the tribe midor the Criminal Tribes 
Act (vide letter No. 1043, dated 12tli December 1899, to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, Home Department), India, however, aftor consulting tho 
Bengal Government, and on tho strength of oortain figures furnished by tho latter, 
came to the conclusion that a case for proclamation had not been made out (1) 
because the Bengal figures showod that tho criminality of Dusfidhs residing in 
Bengal was not established, and (2) because they fearod the restrictions following 

upon proclamation would bo detrimental to their 
India No. 938 , dated 7th July 1900. } l0UQS ^ employment in the mills of Bengal. It is also 

not clear where Bengal got its record of convictions from. A perusal of tho file mid 
subsequent correspondence will show clearly that they wore obviously wrong, and in 
respect to employment, seeing what a small .proportion to the whole Dusfidh clan the 
colony in Ballia bears, it would make no difference to tho mills or any other 
industry in Bengal if the Pulwars were proclaimed, more especially as this particular 
section sends, practically speaking, no workmen to those industries. Sir Antony 
MacDouneil accordingly decided to drop the question. Moanwhilo Mr, Warner was 
transferred, and an inexperienced officer succeeded him in. Ballia, who apparently 
did not realize the importance of maintaining a close supervision over the Pulwfir 
Dusfidhs who went forth once again and looted _ Bengal. Tho correspondence, 
however, shows that the fault did not lie ontirely with the Ballia Police, for the 
District Authorities in Bengal did not realize that thoy_ were being exploited by 
regularly organized gangs from Ballia, and thus no individual officer took the 
initiative in starting or recommending a joint inquiry. In fact the Inspector- 
General of Police, Bengal, admitted that ho knew nothing whatsoever of the 
Pulwfirs and requested the united Provinces Polioo to depute officers to follow them 
up, since from amongst somo five hundrod Dusfidhs then absont from their homes 
and said to bo in Bengal the Police in tha t Province had only boon. ablo to trace 
about a hundred. Thoro undoubtedly was mdiifcrcnoo on both sides. The Ballia 
Police were as negligent in recording oonvictions obtained in Bengal against these 

people as the Bengal Polioo were in reporting 
.Appcmafx Y‘2o. them. There is also evidence which indicates (as 

in the case of the Bhurs and Pfisis) that the Pulwfir thieves made it worth the while 
of the zamfndfirs and looal Police to condone their raids. 

3. That the Pulwfir Dusfidhs of Ballia have well-organized gangs who work 

in pursuance of systematically laid plans will be 
Appendix V- 2 o. evident from the exhaustive judgment delivered by 

the Sessions Judge in a Dusfidh gang case decided there on 9th May 1899, as also 
from the confession of Mutter, Dusfidh, who was then made an approver. And 
further corroborative evidence in this respect will be obtainable from the records in 
the more recent oases in Maldah and Mymensingh in which the samo Mutter, 
Dusfidh, and 16 or 20 others wero concerned. See also Inspector Jogendro Nath 
Roy’s special diaries* dated 16th and 17th August 1893, The Pulwfir Dusfidhs, like 
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other kindred and gttas’i-criminal tribes, have established colonies and criminal 
connections in Bengal, one of the most remarkable being in the Maldah district, 
where it seems that a hundred or more of these people are employed as village 
chaukidars, and the last census revealed the curious fact that there were only 147 
men to 212 women, from which we may infer that a considerable number of adult 
males tben residing in Maldah were never registered at all. And Maldah, it may 
be noted, appears to have been the base of operation in both Dinajpur and Mymen- 
singh raids. Murshidabad is another place where the Pulwars (163) have formed 
a small permanent colony. 

4. That the Pulw&rs make free use in Bengal of assumed names in order to 
conceal their identity is evident from the following interesting discoveries :—• (1) 
On 23rd December 1893, one Karim, Dus&dh, of Bartalla, 24-Parganas, remitted 
Rs. 5 by money order to Donga, Dusadh, of village Bara-Ckapra, police-station 
Berriah, district Ballia, but the remittees name could not be found in the local 
Dus&dh register, and was obviously an alias ; (2) on 22nd December 1903, one 
Balkishen, Dusfidh, from the same address in Bengal remitted Rs. 5 to Ram KisliCn, 
Dusddh, of village Chakia, police-station Berriah, but no man of that name was 
traceable in the register. 


5, Many other such cases could, if necessary, he quoted; a common feature in 
all such remittances being an unknown and nntraceable remitter, when per contra 
the names of the payees at home were never incorrect and were at once found in the 
registers. There is therefore reason to believe that number of convictions obtained 
in Bengal against members of this caste have been erroneously entered as against 
members of other Hindu castes of which the number in Ballia is very great (see 
Appendix I.C., column 10). As to evidence of complicity on the part of zamin- 
d4rs, attention may be drawn to the case dealt with in the file (10 and 17 of the 
Ballia district’) regarding the enquiry into the case of Government Currency notes 
stolen by certain Ballia Dus&dhs from a contractor named Bond in the Manbhum 
district, which were subsequently recovered from the possession of certain Thfikur 
zamlnd£rs of Berriah circle, and in which a clear case of complicity was apparently 
made out. There is also the case of Ohitto Rai or Chittoo Singh of Shiwai, a very 
notorious village in police-station Berriah. This man is now a Mukhya and a 
zarolndar of his village. A short while ago he was nobody and a man without any 
property. His rise to wealth and affluence cannot be accounted for unless it is 
due to his helping Dusfidhs and. Mallahs. He was suspected in Mr. Warner’s time 
and his house was once searched but nothing was found. The common report as to the 
reasons for his failure to seize the property he was sent to find was not very 
creditable to the Inspector. Chittoo Rai now possesses a boat with a Dusddh crew 
which has now been absent in Bengal for about two years, and the manjhi of which 
makes large remittances by post regularly to his employers. 

6 . The Ballia Police records contain many other instances of similar support 
accorded. to the Dus^dh thieves by zamlnd&rs, and thus a share of the burden of 
maintaining any extra Police establishment which may be necessary for the proper 
control of the Pulwar Dus&dhs of Ballia should undoubtedly be borne by such 
zamfud&rs. The Pulwar Dus&dh being comparatively a small tribe and resident in 
a well-defined area, the question of bringing them under proper control does not 
present anything like the same difficulties as those connected with such huge and 
scattered communities as the Bhurs or P&sis. In fact with the vast amount of 
information which has already been collected, together with elaborate family registers 
which Mr, Warner opened and which Mr. Kaye has carefully revised, °there 
should not be any difficulty in bringing pressure to bear without the least delay on 
the really guilty groups or families. The Pulwars are located in villages 
39 in police station ... ... ,,, Ballia. 

)> ••• ... ... Berriah. 

27 „ ... ... ... ... Haldi. 

2° u *•« ... ... ... Bansdih. 

» ... ... ... Beoti. 


Their ravages continue to extend to almost every district in Bengal as convictions 
since the submission of Mr. Warner’s report indicate, <oiz Purnea (31) Alipur 
(16), Myrnensingh (10), Chhapra (10), Bhagalpur (10), Shahabad (8), Dinajpur (7), 
Coocn-Behar and Saran (6 each), Howrah (5), Calcutta, Gya, Murshidabad and Raj- 
shahi (4 each), Monghyr and Maldah (3 eachj, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, and Sonthal 
parganas (2 each), Hooghly, Dacca, Rangpur, Patna and Kaddia (1 each). Detectives 
should therefore be deputed to Purnea, Calcutta and its environs, Myrnensingh, 
Bhagalpur, Dinajpur and Maldah, and the police BtatioDS noted above in Ballia 
require special Sub-Inspectors to prepare a D d maintain the registers, and the 
recommendations made in 1899 by Mr. Warner ,and the Magistrate of Ballia 
nan only now be repeated, & f 
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1 . 


( 30 ) 

MALLAHS AND OTHER R IVER C RIMINALS. 

Symbol in Chart 

The term “ Mallah ” is purely an occupational one and applies, practically 
speaking, to all those who work on boats or on rivers. The term is. of Arabic 
origin and was apparently introduced by the Muhammadans. The original river 
clan appellations may still be traced in such terms as “Kewats,” derived obviously 
from “ Khewana ” to row, or “Guria ” from “ Gnrn” the towing Btring. The term 
“ Mallahi” is therefore a general one and means “seaman or water-man.” The 
consequence is that the group will be found made up of divers elements which mako 
ethnological analysis difficult and perjilexing. All the subdivisions have much in 
common in respect to tribal customs, organizations and domestic ceremonies. Cri¬ 
minally, certain portions of the “Chain” subdivision have hitherto been most 
notorious, but as they are pick-pockets and petty pilferers who work on dry land, 
these will receive separate notice in group III. The river tribes, however, generally 
speaking, bear an indifferent reputation, and the present investigation has shown 
that, as in the case of the Bhurs and Pasis, there are amongst the Mallahs certain 
well defined and dangerous groups of criminals who have made river crimo a 
speciality and who have for years past in consequence of the total absence of all 
control and restraint successfully exploited the riverain districts of Bengal. In fact, 
such attractions does this venturesome life afford to enterprising members of our 
predatory communities that Pfisis, Bhurs, Musahirs, and Kbatiks have followed suit, 
and having taken to boats, have reaped handsome profits by the commission of 
wholesale piracy and thefts in the river tracts of Eastern Bengal. 

2. The distribution of the tribe naturally follows the waterways, and thus 

these aquatic people are most numerous in Gorakhpur, Mirzapur, Allahabad, Eyz- 
abad and other districts through which run our great rivers. Being hardy, outer- 
prising sailors the members ol the eastern and central sections of the tribe from 
these provinces annually make astonishingly long journeys down the river Gauges 
and up the Brahmaputra to Sadia in Assam, and even to Chittagong and the Sunder- 
bands in Bengal. The western section on the Jumna and Ganges above Allahabad 
being now practically cut off by the shallowness of the river caused by tbo amount 
of water taken for irrigation purposes, either confine their attention, to tracts 
nearer home, or have taken a good deal more to cultivation than their eastern cast© 
fellows. Lilt the hereditary love of water and the natural inclinations of a roving 
nature are apparent even, in their case, since numbers travel up annually and engage 
in the log and bamboo raft traffic ou the Ganges above Hardw&r and the Jumna at 
Jxhara, whilst many others travel by rail to Eastern Bengal were they join and work 
2? I Jl :) " G0 l lnfcl T Bengal has similar castes in Sarau, Ohamparan, Patna, anil 

bnahabaa, whilst further east are found the curious Aquatic Nomads called “ Sunilas” 
and the Rombatias 7 and others who are on the waters of Bengal wliftt the 
.fciaburahs and others of that class are on land in these provinces. 

3. The up-country and Behari Mullahs have regularly appointed colonics and 
settlements all the wry down .the Ganges and Padda as far as Barisal, and they 
have accredited agents at convenient centres all along these streams. And yet, with 
all tins river traffic there are no river police arrangements worth the name in Bengal. 
It seems that in the transition from road and waterways to rail-roads the old water¬ 
ways of In< la have been forgotten, and the continued need for adequate provision 
for the protection of life and property thereon overlooked. Albeit, the waterways 
in Bengal are still what they were in the .beginning and to this day from thorough¬ 
fares m that part of the country. The railways appreciating the importance of the 

waterways have in consequence pushed their extensions into touch with the rivcis 

wherever this was possible, and the skilful river thief, whilst appreeffitingTho 
advantages of the liver as a safe base of operations has at the same time takonSuU 
advantage of the railways as an auxiliary in respect to rapid retreats or as a me^ns f 
transporting the proceeds of their raids to their homes luh o ty 1 d ZpLl 
The incentive for the commission of crime on the rivers in BengalVnow tffioM 
as great, if not greater, than it ever was before. h W mctLiom 

4. . The Mallah. 7 s life is one which attracts to it men of naturally hardv nnrl 
enterpnsmg natures, who, if root fully occupied in legitimate pumiite resulCln 
profits sufficient to provide for their wonts, do not hesitate duringslackH™! 

sS£,t..T M ri Aa,r.r i r“Ate tfftg 

rS; 

up-country Mallah hoists his sail and makes^Jthlll haste to ri.IonTCsilf f ^ ^ 
m sight of the “Khuni Bur » ‘‘the bloody banian tree”^ frl them ed fAlfe 
of which the,r ancestors so often swung ‘ Pour encow > Tn IS5?? 

however, the barbarous practice of hanging Mallah malfactora if chains* was 
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prohibited. Judging, however, from the disclosures in certain cases dealt with by the 
Thagi and Dakaiti Department about tint period, the “ barbarous practice” only 
appears to have been in proportion to the barbarities perpetrated by the criminals 
themselves on such people as had tho misfortune to fall into their clutches. 

5. It also seems that there were in those days, besides the land-thugs, a bold 
and skilful clan of water-thugs calling themselves “ JBhangus ” or “ Pangoos ” who 
practised the same vocation on the Hooghly river going up as far as Benares or even 
Cawnpore, but chiefly infesting the Burdwan district. They were expert stranglers 
and their gan^s wero most carefully organized. Their proceedings, however, were 
no secret to the river police, whose silence was secured by rich presents. ■ Their very 
•existence was thus kept from the knowledge of the European Magistrates till the 
year 1836, when in a little more than 12 months afterwards 161 of tho miscreants, 
were arrested and the names obtained of 38 others. 


6 . Besides the “Bungoos” Thornton in his “ Illustrations of the history and 
the practice of the thugs (1851) ” mentions that “the rivers of India are infested by 
bands of fresh water pirates having similar habits to those of the land thugs, holding 
the same feeling, and differing only from them in a few trifling particulars. These 
ruffians go in considerable parties and have generally several boats at the glffits at the 
same time.” Some of the gangs lie refers to evidently hailed from these provinces. 
Thus ho speaks of a gang of 22 thugs who, on one occasion, under tho leader¬ 
ship of Sheobux Singh, J annular, made a very successful expedition clown as far as 
Murshidabad, but did not work further as “ they found the water below that point in 
possession of a rival clan called u Bimgoos ” in consequence of which tho up-country 
gang grew mol am: holy, as there were no thugs of their own clan I They wore all 
Bungoos or Etdwah LodhasT Ho also gives the text of the official roport in a case 
■of river gang robbery and tliagi drawn up by tho Magistrate of Earidpur some time 
about 1836, in which will be found a full account of tho organization and modus 
operemdi of a large gang of up-conntry river criminals, who for somo years harried 
tho waterways in tho Earidpur, Dacca, Mymensingh and Itangpur districts. Selec¬ 
tions are given from tho evidence of confessing prisoners which throws much light 
on this interesting subject. Erom the fact that the gang was led by one Bansi 

Manjlii of (Jhanderpratabpur on the river Gomti 
in tho present district of Sultdupur with crow 

it is perfectly 
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margin, 
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evident that tho gang was an up-country one. 
are not given, but tho records aro presumably still 
procurable in tho Tliagi and Dakaiti Department and it would be interesting to find 
out exactly where these criminals came from. Erom the fact that the gang mado 
uso of “ Balwaries ” (small pilot boats), it would not be surprising if they turned 
out to ho ancestors of tho gangs of Mirzapuri pirates who to this day infest those 
very waters, since tho profession of “Taiwan” or pilotage is one which from 
earliest time has boon confined to tho Mimpuri Mullahs. 

7. About 1836 the river pirates and thugs came under tho ban of Government 
as was the easo with the workers on land, and ultimately tho tliagi operations 
assisted no doubt very materially by tdio “ barbarous ” punishments noted above 
apparently resulted in a temporary restitution of law and order on the rivers. 
Meanwhile, however, great changes were going on i n the land j tho rivers wore deserted 
for tho grand trunk roads, in time even the latter wore replaced by railways. 
The waterways wero eventually left to themselves, and the Mai lab apparently lost 
no time in relapsing into the criminal ways of his forefathers. Thus Dr. Buchanan, 
writing in 1805 says : “ of late years the merchants, not only of Gorakhpur but every¬ 
where I have observed on tho Ganges and its branches, liavo suffered very heavy 
losses from the carelessness and the dissipation of boat-men who have become totally 
unmanageable. They have discovered the great difficulty if not impossibility of 
obtaining legal redress against people who have nothing, who are paid in advance , 
and can generally escape from justice by the first boat that sails ” The abovo words 
are of special interest and describe exactly the condition of affairs which now prevails 
on our rivers, and could with justice have been penned to-day. 

8 . In these provinces tho railways have so completely superseded the rivers 
that tho up-country Mallahs have had to go further afield for employment Local 
crime on the rivers above Patna is therefore not so prevalent as it used to be. On 
the Ganges river dakaiti is practically non-existent, though there is evidence avail¬ 
able that much use is mado of the river by local gangs for burglarious and thieving 
raids. On the Gogra, however, there is reason to believe that river crime is practi¬ 
cally altogether concealed. The record of local reported crime on our rivers during 
the last 30 years appears to be as follows:— 


In March 1878 a grain laden boat was loosed from its mooring by villagers in 
the Earrukimbad district taken to the opposite bank and plundered, and in July of 
the same year a boat, which was anchored at the Chikky Gh£t in Ghdzipur, was 
attacked at midnight by 25 men. In March 1879 a Brahman, who was taking' 
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juffr down the Earaila river in two dug-outs was attacked by 10 men while he 
slept. On the night of 3rd January 1878 a river dakaiti occurred on the banksi ot 
the Sarju river near Ranipur in the Eyzabad district. Between 18 an 
there were again stray cases of river dakaiti in that same neighbourhood, and during 
the famine year of 1897 some grain boats were looted in Azamgarh. between IOJO 
and 1899 the Bengal North-Western Railway tapped the -Azamgarh, Jialiia, ana 
Ghdzipur districts and diverted a good deal of what remained of the gram traffic* 
from the river to the railways. There are, however, still to be found traces ot the 
commission of a number of nnreported river crimes in the districts of Ba&ti, hyzabaa, 
Azamgarh, and Ballia in which connection attention may be drawn to oase .No, II, 
police station Ajodhya, Eyzabad district, Sheomangal uersws 20 or 25 persons 
unknown, section 395, I. P. 0. (river dakaiti) in which a very notorious gang from 
Chauni in the Basti district was suspected. The diaries submitted in this oase by 
the late Sub-Inspector Khem Singh are particularly interesting and indicate an 
unsatisfactory state of affairs, -in that numbers of cases committed by these river 
robbers are apparently never reported by reason of the absence of river police 
and the terror inspired by the robbers. In Mirzapur and Allahabad the rivers are 
largely made use of by Pdsis and others for nocturnal raids on cities or villages 
on the opposite shores, and no river police patrols exist to check them. In Agra 
and Etfiwah the Lodk Mallahs finding their occupation on the river gone have 
now taken to train robbery and even join dakait bands (vide appendix VI 5a)- 

9. Below Patna, however, and in Eastern Bengal generally a far more serious 
state of affairs exists, and a long series of offences have been recorded in recent times 
against up-country Mallahs. Thus in 1868 a gang of Mirzapuri and Ballia Mallab& 
and Pdsis was convicted in Patna, another at Rajskahi in 1880, and yet a third gang 
at Patna in 1882. Undeterred, however, by these apprehensions a large gang of 
some 60 members from Mirzapur raided Bengal again in 1885, but were all arrested 
and brought to justice mainly through the exertions of Mr. Bamber, then District 
Superintendent of Police of Rajshahi. The astonishing tale of crime which was 
disclosed by the seizure of this celebrated gang is inconceivable to those unacquainted 
with the unsatisfactory state of affairs which have existed for generations past 
on the waterways in Bengal. Exemplary sentences were, however, passed on the 
accused in this case, and Bengal apparently enjoyed a temporary respite from 
incursions by river criminals from these provinces. Steps were apparently taken in 
Mirzapur to register crews going down in boats to Bengal, and a special patrol boat 
was provided for the better supervision of the Mallahs. In a few years time, how¬ 
ever, with a few changes of local officers, all was forgotten. The patrol boat 
disappeared from the river and is now lyiDg rotting on the cliff by the Church, and 
the two Khatiks who were employed as boatmen were last November employed in 
breeding turkeys! All documents and correspondence relating to this important 
subject have been destroyed. Similarly in Bengal with the con viotion of this gang 
in 1885 all further action was stayed ; no steps were taken to police the rivers, or to 
make other arrangements for the prevention of such occurrences in future. The 
result was, that the up-country Mallahs along with others working the rivers in 
Bengal were not slow in profiting by this indifference, and it was not long before 
they were at their old games again. Moreover, they now adopted their tactics to 
improved conditions in respect to rapidity of locomotion furnished by our railway 
systems, which extended from their very doors to the banks of those very rivers in 
Eastern Bengal and Assam which they most frequented, and thus instead of taking 
well-known bad characters down on their boats they hit upon the simple plan ot’ 
sending them down by rail to convenient points in Bengal where they found the 
boats awaiting them. 

10 . Complaints of lawlessness on the river therefore again became frequent. 
Two conferences of Bengal Police Officers were accordingly held at Dacca in 1900' 
and 1901. Both conferences came to diametrically opposite conclusions. This, it 
appears, was due to the fact that neither of them, and specially the second, had 
trustworthy information as to the existing facts. Meanwhile tbe formation of a 
river section of police m Benares resulted in the acquisition of certain information, 
regarding the Mirzapur Mallahs which led to communications being opened with 
the Inspector-General of Police, ^Bengal. It then transpired that this very subject 
had been receiving special attention in Bengal, and two Inspectors were then deputed 
to make a thorough inquiry in connection with the river dakaities committed in 
Bengal by gangs of United Provinces dakaits, whilst two other officers were deputed 
to make local enquiries into the actual state of affairs on the rivers in Eastern 
Bengal. The results are perfectly astonishing, Inspectors Hari Har Ckaran Lai 
and fealigram Sahai s investigations, which were exceedingly exhaustive and thorough 
VJ res l )e . G ^ k ave completely exposed the organizations and modus opemndi of 

he Mirzapuri gangs, and their statements found almost immediate confirmation in 
the arrest, whilst their inquiry was proceeding, of the Mirzapuri MaUab gang in 
Daeca. Similarly, Inspectors Imdad Ali and Peary Mohun Biswas exposed the 
wholesale lawlessness prevailing .on these, rivers, as also the interesting fact that these 
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acts of river piracy were by no means confined to tho up-country Mallahs, but that 
the Suclas and other aquatic tribes in Bengal had joined in and that between them all 
they were responsible for something likoSOO dakaities in the riverain tracts during 
tho past five years, most of which had never been reported by the local police, viz .:— 

Cases. 


1 . 

Pacca 

district (1889 to 1902)... 



C9 

2. 

Palma 

„ (1900 to 1901).., 



98 

3. 

Tippcra 

„ (1 00 to 1902)... 



... 56 

4. 

Ua'jslmlu 

„ (1901 to 1003)... 



... 2 

5. 

Bogra 

„ (1900 to 1902) .. 



... 14 

0. 

INoakbati 

„ (1901) 



I 

' 7• 

Itaugpur 

„ (1900 to 1901),.. 



G 

8. 

Myraenaingb 

„ (1898 to 1902),.. 



24 

0. 

Backerganj 

„ (1889 to 1902)... 



... 18 

10. 

Baridpur 

(1901) 


Total 

1 

... 289 


11 . From tho notes and memoranda, as also from the report submitted during 
the recent operations against Mallahsin Eastern Bengal and Assam, further and more 
complete information lias been acquired, indicating beyond all doubt that a very 
serious state of affairs now exists on the rivers in Bengal. There is no object to be 
gained in repeating all that has already been reported, though especial attention 
may he drawn t,o the letter, dated 9th April 1904, to the address of the Inspootor- 
Genoral of Police of Bengal, in which the inquiries and operations wore concisely 
reviewed. It will be, however, no exaggeration to record that except on the rivor 
steamers themselves there is absolutely no protection of life and property on these 
great waterways. Complaints of every sort and description are rife. Tho officers 
of the steamer Companies complain of thefts of property from depots on one bank 
of the river which they knew to have boon transported across the streams by rivor 
thieves who disposed of it in another district on the opposite shore, but which wont 
unreported for tho simple reason, that a totally different set of district authorities, 
stationed, as a rule, at a great distance from tho scene of occurrence would have to bo 
applied to. Tho District Superintendent of Police, Bangpur, complained bitterly 
of outbreaks of burglary in tho neighbourhood of Tecsta and Dharla rivers which 
coincided with tho presence thereon of up-country boats and which lie attributed 
to up-country .1 Vasin. At Ohilmary and its neighbourhood on the Brahmaputra, 
whore the rivor was found specially suitable for da knit operations, burglary was 
rife in the villages on either bank, much, of which appeared to be unknown to or 
imreported to the local police. Wo found no arrangements for tho maintenance 
of law and order or tho prevention of crime on any of these rivers. Tho existing 
staff of so-called river police was an admitted farce, and tho descriptions recorded 
of tho outrages perpetrated by tho famous bauds of river thugs and gang robbers 
in 1830 could with a few trilling modifications describe almost exactly tho outrages 
which even now are being perpetrated by thoir successors on these vory waters. 
Tho conditions in every respect are precisely tho same, in every case on record tho 
z-aminclfirs of the affeoted localities at home have either openly or indirectly assisted 
tho criminals, and we again find traces of culpable neglect and even connivance on 
the parts of the Police in both provinces. The whole of tho Eastern Bengal 
waters are infested with gangs of well organized river da knits and water-thieves, 
the worst localities appearing to bo— 

(1) The Brahmaputra between Ghilmari in Kangpur and Goalpara in 

Assam. 

(2) The Dulamri from Tangail to Manikganj—in Mymonsingh and 

Dacca. 

(3) The Meghnct in and around Bhairab bazar in Tippcra, and up to 

Bilchar in Assam. 

(4) The Badda in the neighbourhood of Gonlando, Bar id pur and Madaripur, 

(5) The intricate waterways in the neighbourhood of Backerganj and 

Barwal 

(5) The waterway between Go da very and Mathura Bfw/ir in Palma, which 
in fact is a very convenient and safe link between the Ganges and 
Brahmaputra and about midway opens out into a huge bird around 
which, as tho chart shows, an extraordinary number of eases of river 
crime have occurred. 

In all these tracts country cruft will be found travelling together in large parties 
since single boats are always in danger of being attacked. The variety of crime 
ranging from murder and dakaiti to petty pilferring, the fearless bold-faced way in 
which offences are committed, together with the absence of ordinary precautions 
in concealing stolen property, are all indications of the confidence of those river 
thieves, who apparently have no fear of apprehension. Evidence was thus obtained 
in the course of recent enquiries of the mysterious disappearance of numbers of boats 
with their entire crews, the modus opemndi in such eases being to cut the boat 
quietly adrift from its moorings, and when well in mid-stream to suddenly spring 
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on the crews, who are either knocked on the head at once, or who thinking they 
are close to shore will hastily jump out and be drowned, as happened in a case m 
December last, near the borders of Jessore, Nadia and Faridpin, as a so m a ease 
in Goalando some years ago, when a whole family was apparently done to death 
one dark night within a short distance of the residences of the Steamer Companies 
officers who actually heard the cries and went down to the rescue and found nouung 
but the empty boat. There is also the case mentioned by the Teota Naja, in 
which a whole family of up-country Brahmans with the exception of a .small boy 
who is still with the Baja were murdered. At Bolmmari in Bangpur, on too 
Brahmaputra, a short while ago, a merchant’s gomashta travelling by country boat 
to pay freight of goods at the steamer ghat had his throat cut and his money looted. 
Another gomashta belonging to Messrs. Belli Brothers was similarly beaten to death 
with lathis and looted a year or two ago near Jagamiathganj in the M.ymcnsingh 
district. All along this portion of river the Mallahs have the most; per loot 
organization for the prompt communication ofintelligen.ee and the disposal o( stolen 
property. The arkatis or pilots on the river steamers are mostly all up-country men 
and in many cases indirectly assist and co-operate with river thieves. At birajganj., 
Dhubri and Goalpara agents were discovered amongst up-country barbers ami 
purohits in whose possession incriminating correspondence was found. At Dhubri 
some interesting evidence of the influence the passage of up-country boats has on 
crime was obtained as the chart opposite shows. Therosults are very remarkable and 
indicate clearly that the Mirznpuri boatmen engaged in the log traffic arc responsible 
for most of the burglaries committed during the periods they arc usually in Assam. 
Such lawlessness prevails generally at certain times of the year that tho Steamer 
Companies have to provide the agents at Bohumari, Chilmary, Ballad urabad and 
other places in the Bangpur and Mymensingh districts with fire-arms to scare away 
the thieves and robbers, who would otherwise loot their yards with impunity. 

12. The fact is that the river offers special facilities for the commission of 
crime. During the jute season when agricultural produce has to be purchased 
baiparis, gomashtas and others are compelled to travel by boat since the steamers only 
stop at fixed places of call; they have of necessity to carry a large amount in hard cash, 
since cultivators accept nothing else in payment for produce supplied. The result 
is, as the confessions of Phagu, Sheo, Thuman, and other expert river thieves show, 
the«e baiparis fall an easy prey to the river thieves, and because cash is princi¬ 
pally stolen, and because there are absolutely no police arrangements on the rivers 
themselves, but few if any of these cases are reported to the local police. Between 
the extreme banks of these rivers the intervening tracts are literally “ no man’s 
land v and except at places like Shirajganj, Jagannathganj, Goalanclo or Dhubri a, 
policeman is not to be found at all. This itself would account for the abnormal 
prevalence of crime in these rivers. One good haul such as some of those described 
by the approvers is enough to keep a crew out of want for a considerable time, and 
the commission of such offences is therefore well worth a comparatively small risk of 
the detection involved. These river pirates moreover take quite a pride in their 
calling. The boats captured on the Brahmaputra between the 19th and 27th March 
all carried distinctive bunting, which was well-known to the country craft plying' 
in these waters. The total absence of the most ordinary precautions in hiding 
stolen property together with the genuine astonishment when they found themselves 
held up are all indications of the absolute confidence and fearlessness with which the 
river thieves now-a-days work. Nor were they in the least ashamed of themselves, 
Mussai and Jagabandhan, P&sis, openly asserted that they saw no harm in this sort 
of thing since the ‘ Sircdr * looted the whole country !' Evidence was also obtained 
of the abject terror inspired by these people, for no information of any sort could 
be gof out of non-criminal boat owners who, when interrogated as to the where¬ 
abouts of these gangs, immediately evaded the question, and it was only after tho 
first lot of arrests had been made that information began to come freely. The boat 
owners evidently know their own interest best, and they are not likely to assist in 
the restitution of law and order on these rivers, until they are certain that 
Government is determined to repress crime thereon and intends to make proper and 
permanent arrangements for this purpose. 

18. The late investigations have also brought to light certain other points 
which have an undoubted bearing on the case, and which may be regarded as one 
of the main incentives for the commission of crime by up-country Mallahs. Being 
by nature a thriftless and careless people tlie mallahs are, as a rule, hopelessly 
involved and entirely in the hands of their malmjans and zamlndftrs, who advance 
them money at exorbitant rates to build their boats, etc., and then keep up a 
constant pressure on them for theprealization of the interest, and it is this fact which 
undoubtedly is one of the main incentives to the commission of crimes by those 
people. They cannot always count on successful trips, and therefore in order to 
insure themselves against.loss they either take to thieving themselves or take down 
P&sis, Bhurs, Eols, Khatiks and other expert burglars and criminals for the express 
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purpose of making them a means of raising funds wlien 
suck mhh&jans may be classed the following :— 

District Mir sap nr. 

1. Balcleo Kliafcri, Kotwali, Mirzapiu' 

2. Jokhu Singh, Xliakar, DlianCulai 

District Benaros . 

3. Ghurbari Singli, Tb&kur, Ballua 


business is slack. Amongst 


105 boats. 
25 „ 

15 


District Allahabad. 
4. Shco Jatan Singh, Tlialuir, Siraa 
C. Koslio, Brahman, Bijanli, police-station Barenfc 

District Ghdsipur. 

G. Kowloabar, son of Pular, Ahir, Gauspur 

District Ballia. 

I 7. Tulsi, son of unknown, Teli, Boriah ... 

8. Jiboo H»i, Boviuk ... ... 

9. Lnlclii Uni Sao, Koranludib 

10. Oopi Sao ... 

11. Gya Singh, Bomb 


13 

15 


)» 
S > 


14 


it 


32 

22 

15 

11 

10 


>> 

9> 

J» 

J5 


District Asamparh. 

12. Mnfcfcr, son of Bibnri, Kalwdv, Patnai, polioo station Bobrin ... ... 13 „ 

13. Kara BliarOB, son of Gajiulhar, Kaiuloo, Manikpur, police station Eaunapar 10 „ 


all of whom own or are practical owners of boats in respect, to which there is every 
reason to beliovo that nothing is recorded in the Income-tax .Register, This subject 
obviously calls for further inquiry, and the income raised by those money-lenders 
by this means should bo ascertained and taxed. So great, indeed is the dread that 
the money lender will seize remittances sent by post that Manjhis have now taken 
to sending small remittances just sufficient lor domestic purposes to their wives 
and families, and either bring home the greater portion of their cash, in person, 
or remit sums to their account to different persons, unknown to the mahfijans. 

1.4, The rivers in Bengal (vide Map E. I». ft.) seem to ho divided between well 
recognised boats amongst; the up-country boat-men. Thus the Mirzapuris mostly 
all go to Assam, where they have the entire log traffic in their hands. They leave 
homo in ballast with curry-stones, etc., immediately after the Tija, festival oarly 
in August, and selling their cargo at; such pianos as Dharain in Babim, Munshiganj 
in Dacca, <fco., make their way up to Goal para. Borne of them stay in and around 
.Dacca and work between that place and Sirajganj and Duloshri and Bhairab Bazar 
on the Mogna. Those who go to Assam are always in need of great quantities of jute 
to make their ropes with, and as each boat carries from 200 to (500 logs according to 
size, and as the Manjhi who pays for his juto is commonly considered a fool, the 
amount of pilfering of this material which is done by those people can only bo 
imagined. Tho Basis who do not take kindly to log traffic, which, demands tho most 
severe form of labour, and not being in Bengal for purposes of trade, confine their 
attention to other and more profitable localities, such as tho crooks and rivers round 
Chnndpnr, Nnraingnnj and Jkrisal, though some are enterprising enough to work up 
as far as (lauhati and Tejpur in Assam (vide recent cases, Appendix VI—5-E.I1.). 
The Gorakhpur, Benares ami Allahabad men work chielly between Chilmari, Biraj* 
ganj, Goalimdo and Dacca. They have boats of a larger type than the others, 
being mostly all nUmkim or from tt()0 to 1 ,(>()() maimds burden, and they carry 
eh icily potatoes between Ratigpur and Dacca, or limo and coal between Chnndpnr 
and Qoalando. The d arm pur, Chazipur and Fyzahad men work a good deal more 
down the Bhngirathi and Bhagmati and other streams towards Calcutta, lousero 
and Nadia. At; certain times of tho year and an certain occasions as for instance at 
the Barnni mda at Munshiganj which lasts during the whole month of Phatjun, a 
very great number of up-country boats will be fou/id collected together. 

15. Tho pilot work, i.e., pulwari on the Brahmaputra for country craft 
is practically all in the bands of the Mirzeptiria. It is curious fact, but the local 
Muhammadans and others employed on the steamers, in spite of their being natives 
of the country and sailors by profession, arc absolutely no use for reading the water 
on these rivers, and the Steamer Companies, realizing this fact, now employ up- 
country men almost without exception as pilots. They are stationed about, every 
20 miles and are taken up by passing steamers. From the instances given in the 
inquiry notes,* there can be very little doubt of those pilots being in some cases 
closely connected with the gangs from their country at work on those waters, and 
they therefore form an important unit in the intelligence department:. livery 
daeoifc boat has Itis own pulwari dong f, a shallow skill usually about lb foot by 
0 feet (\ inches, with a draught of about 12 to 18 inches, decked over and carrying 
a double sail; they are capable of carrying from 4 to 8 men and are very fast* 
sailing boats before a wind, and when propelled with long stilwood paddles glide 
with exceeding speed and silence over tho water, and no better boat for thieving 
purposes could possibly be designed j and it is on those pulwari boats that moat 
of the thieving ia done, Having no draught, they can go in the shallowest water 
and ordinarily they are used for pilotage work cap pointing tho deep channel for 
the huge log raft or other heavy country craft plying on these waters* 


* Appendix VI—5IX 
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16. In addition to the Mallahs from the United Provinces, large numbers of 
this tribe from Gaya, Shaliabad, Champaran, Saran, Patna, Darbhanga, and 
Monghyr, "were also found trading in boats in Eastern Bengal. From certain 
evidence obtained, ( vide VI—1-a and VI—2-d) it would appear that this lot 
include amongst them expert opium smugglers who do a flourishing trade in this 
contraband between the United Provinces and Chittagong and distinctly require 
supervision. From the conviction rolls received from Bengal, the Monghyr 
Mallahs appear to be specially addicted to river crime. There were also a consider¬ 
able number of trading boats manned by wild looking Muhammadans who are 
described as Chasas and come from Mymensingh and Tipperah who, along with iho 
Soondas, a curious tribe of aquatic gypsies, have, from all accounts taken, full 
advantage of the prevailing state of disorder and are perhaps more responsible for 
violent crime on these rivers than any other boat men. 

17. The traffic both passenger and goods which passes up and down the main 
streams is very considerable. Thus between Dhubri and Gqalundo down the main 
stream of the Brahmaputra, a distance of 222 miles, an enumeration was made with 
the following results:— 


Description of boat. 

* 

Number. 

Approximate tonnage. 

Passengers and crew. 

1, Steamers (passengers) 

16 

At 1,500 tons = 24,000 ... 

At 200 = 3,200. 

2. Flats 

10 

„ 1,000 „ - lu.OOO ... 

„ 50 a 600, 

3. Boats (trading of all kinds) 

1,213 

„ 300 Mds.= 3,63,900 ... 

„ 4 a 4,852. 

4, Boats (miscellaneous, boats, 
ferries Sahing, &e). 

2,000 

35 ••• 

„ 2 = 4,000. 

Approximate Totals 

3,239 

... 

12,552 


The need for adequate police arrangements on these rivers is therefore obvious. 


18. It must not be concluded from what has been recorded that all persons 
engaged on country boats in the river trade are by nature or training thieves or 
robbers. The greater portion of them are honest traders, and those hailing from the 
United Provinces and the Patna Division in Bengal are practically the carriers of 
the greater portion of the country produce on the Bengal rivers, and such measures 
as may be adopted for the maintenance of law and order on these rivers must be of 
a nature which, whilst ensuring the surveillance of the criminal element, will have 
those of good character to trade with freedom. Nobody would welcome the 
establishment of law and order on these rivers more than the law-abiding boat-owners 
themselves. The avidity with which manjuis came in to get numbers when they 
heard that an officer from their own country had come to check the shipping was 
very remarkable, and indicated that they themselves saw the advantage of having 
papers or a certificate from which they could at any time establish their identity. 
This, however, was not the case with boats owned by persons of bad or suspicions 
character, which invariably had to be hunted up and were found moored in out-of- 
the-way creeks or churs, and on which men were invariably found whoso names 
could not be traced in the district registers, or from which a portion of the crew was 
found absent, or other facts were noted from which the unsatisfactory nature of the 
crew became apparent. The crews invariably gave wrong names, till confronted 
with persons from their own districts who had been taken clown to identify them, and 
by this means a number of released convicts from these Provinces were discovered 
on up-country boats and even an absconded offender was arrested. In another case 
vide Appendix VI-D, a crew composed almost entirely of Benares Bhurs got 
off with light sentences in a theft case by successfully concealing their identity ; in 
another, two Bhurs, ex-convicts, were arrested on a boat by the Benares Rivar 
Police, who had passed themselves off as Ahirs. ' 

19. The whole question of the up-country river traffic with Bengal and the 

1 (l) Allahabad. (6) Baiiia. criminality of the United Provinces Mallahs has 

$ sr - $ ty“s h ' no .\ hr ”***% in i uii r i n{ s- . In r°°r auoe 

(4) Jatmptsr, ( 9 ) Basti. with, the instructions contained in the circular 

(5) G-bazipur. (iO) Gorakhpur letter dated 30th September 1903 a census ,was 

<ii) Sh&iiabad. taken in the riverain districts noted in the margin 

from all of which boats go down annually for trading purposes to Bengal. Of some 
5,476 boats of this description owned entirely by, or worked for mahlijans by 
» Appendix. VI—l. Mallahs, no less than 2,928 were on the 1st October 1903 absent in Bengali The 

total number of hands registered as being employed on these boats numbered 17 637. 
The registration does not, however, give the figure for Mallahs absent from their 
homes and working on boats owned in Bengal by local mahSjans which are worked 
by crews imported from up-country, nor for those who travelled down separately by 
rail and joined their own country boats in Bengal. Moreover the boats at home 
being mostly out of commission, the greater part of the total hands (17,637) shown 
as employed on all boats were by the 1st Ootober undoubtedly absent in Bengal and 
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if we estimate the total of up-country men at work on the rivers in Eastern Bengal 
between the 1st October and 1st May each year to be somewhat about 20,000, it will 
be not far out. 

20. Gorakhpur (1,533), Mirzapur (1,492) and Ballia (745), are the three chief 
boat-owning districts in these Provinces, and Ballia, Mirzapur, Allahabad, Gorakh¬ 
pur and Fyzabad show the largest amount of Inter-Provincial criminality. The 
Agra and Muttra districts also show convictions but not for river crime, and these 
will be dealt with in a separate note, 

21. The worst offenders in respect to river crimes according to the statistics 
collected appoar to be :— 

(1 ) The Mallahs, Pdsis, and Thdhurs of Mirzapur, and especially of the 

villages of Kahmasin, Ghargcri, Teksari and JDulapuLty. 

(2) The Mallahs of police station Saini, Allahabad . 

(3) The Mallahs of police station JTbhaon , Ballia. 

(4) The Mallahs and Bhurs of police station Ghandwalc , Jaunpur. 

(T>) The Mallahs and Khatiks of Ramnagar and Tanda in the Fyzabad 
district. 

(0) The Mallahs of Bur haj and Burhalganj, Gorakhpur. 

Locally the returns show that the Mallahs are on the whole a disreputable lot, 
the percentage of district convictions varying iron) 87 per cent, in Banda to 20 in 
Basti. And river police establishments in these Provinces would appear to be 
necessary in the marginally noted districts. 

22. In Benares a river section of 25 men in four boats already exists and they 
have been found of the groatest possible use in keeping down river crime, attending 
to rivor conservancy, and for duty at the ghfits on all big bathing festivals, etc., and 
it was a detachment from this section which made the arrests recently in Bengal. 
If river police establishments are created elsewhere they might well be modelled ou 
those lines. 

23. In respect to inter-provincial crime the modus opera/ndi of the rivor 
criminals has been fully described in Inspector Harihar Oharan’s report, in the 
decisions of the various Courts, in the confessions of Shoo, Phagoo, Thaniman,|and 
others, as also in the inquiry notes submitted during the recent operations and need 
not therefore bo repeated hero. Ileoiprooation between districts of these Provinces 
and Bengal is for want of the proper arrangements in the latter Province out of the 
question. Nothing short of special legislation and the formation of river police 
districts under Act Ilf of 1.383 will meet the demands of the situation, and an 
Inland Liver Navigation Act combined with a properly equipped and appointed 
river police force on these rivers is urgently roqnirod. 
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BUR WARS. 

Symbol in chart 

(1) The Burwars are a notorious criminal tribe found^ in Northern Ondh, 
though, there are small colonies in the Sult&npur and JETardoi districts. It is not 
clear whence the Sult&npur colony was started, hut the Hardoi one is an 
acknowledged offshoot from the original stock wbioli was expelled from Yakapnr 
in the Saran district. The Burwdrs are a community of professional thieves and 
pick-pockets, whose movements and depredations are regulated by well-understood 
rules and who make use of an elaborate lC argot” (thieves’ Latin) of their own. 
They have recognised seasons of the year at which alone their thieving expeditions, 
axe made. Tor a full and interesting account of the tribe, the attention of all 
Police Officers may be directed to the note in Crooked 11 Tribe and Castes,” Volume- 
I, pages 216—19. 

(2) They make free use of the railway, and their zamfndars appear to have 
certain established rights in respect to a share in the proceeds of their depredations. 
Their mahajans or shauas charge the most exorbitant rates of interest on monies 
advanced, and the Buviodfs (like the Mallahs) are therefore always in debt, and the 
importance of this fact in relation to the criminality of these people appears to have 
been overlooked in all the attempts which have been made to reclaim them. 

(3) In Gonda they used formerly to bring their stolen property home, but owing 
to more effective police supervision this is said to have been, discontinued. Some is 
now left with receivers in the chief places frequented by them, and the probabilities, 
are that the Burwars, like all other thieves who have found in Bengal a safe and 
profitable hunting-ground, have got their agents and receivers stationed at conve¬ 
nient centres in the Lower Provinces. 



(4) In Gouda the Burwars have now been proclaimed for about thirty years, 
and yet in 1900 the Inspector-General of Police was compelled to record that no- 
progress had been made towards the reclamation of the tribe. The boys sent to 
work in the mills at Cawnpore and elsewhere invariably failed to give satisfaction, 
and the Companies were disinclined to offer them'farther employment. In 1906 
there were not more than six families, of which at least one member was not absent 
from home. Many of the absconders were supposed ro be dead or to have perma¬ 
nently settled in Nepal, but this, as the Inspector-General pointed out at the time, 
was pure conjecture, and it would certainly appear so from the figures now before 
us. It is far more probable that these absconders, if sought for, would be found in 
Bengal. Nepal is not a country a Burwar would find it safe to exploit. There is 
no probability of bis reforming by a simple move-.across the border, but there is 
every chance of his losing his head if caught pilfering there, and the Nepal theory 
at all events is, under tire circumstances, an unsound one. The Gonda colony is 
said to be overpoliced, blit yet the Gonda Burwfirs appear to be able to get away in 
large batches with impunity, and to be, practically speaking, free to pursue their 
nefarious calling. From the fact that returning Burw£r 3 now bring nothing but cash 
with them, as also from the fact that even when in jail they succeed in corrupting 
the prison subordinates, and thereby secure lenient treatment for themselves, it may 
safely be inferred that the real root of the mischief lies in this power of the Burwdrs 
to pay all concerned handsomely for connivance at their depreciations. The Gonda 
colony numbers in all 4,219 persons distributed amongst 45 villages, in the thanas 
of Srinagar, Wazirganj, and Andhiari, and of these in 1901 uo less than 751 were 
absent without passes. Of these, during the last three years, no less than 171 have- 
been arrested and convicted in Bengal for offences committed there. This for a 
proclaimed tribe settled in a comparatively small area and supposed to be under 
special supervision indicates an unsatisfactory and somewhat serious state of affairs. 
The constant receipt of P. R. and inquiry slips from Bengal ought in themselves to 
have attracted tbe attention of the local authorities, but no lists of absentees has 
apparently ever been issued either locally or to Bengal. Nor in fact do any steps 
appear to have been taken to seek for these absentees in Bengal by the despatch of 
reliable detectives, etc. Under tbe circumstance it must be conceded that the 
Bengal Police have in this instance just cause for complaint and the subject needs 
attention. From the figures now received, the main connection with Bengal would 
appear to be :-Burdwaa (28), Saran (19), Gaya (16), Rajshahi (11), Shahabad (8), 
Patna (6), Rangpur (5), Maldah (5), Ohamparan (4), Jalpaiguri, Mymen&ingh and 
Faridpur (o each), Hooghly, Dinajpur, Calcutta, and Bogra (2 each), Pabna, and 
24-Parganas (1 each). A glance at the map accompanying this report will give a 
better idea of the extent of country covered by this record. There must be special 
reasons for the attraction to Burdwan, Saran, Gaya and Rajshahi, which still remain 
to be investigated. 

. ,( 5 ) In Sult&npur the Burwars are apparently distributed amongst 18 villages 

in the jurisdiction of police stations Dosfcpur, Piperpur, and Kadipur. Of 135 
adult males, 50 have convictions against them, and of 107 boys 26 have been 
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convicted. The settlements vary in respect to criminality ; thus of 9 adult males in 
Padarathpur, no less than 8 have been convicted, whilst only 5 out of 35 have been 
convicted in Sarai Govind. The Burwdrs in Sultfinpur are said to belong: to all 
castes, forty-four are said to be zamlndSrs, 75 cultivators, and only IS of no special 
occupation. Boys of any caste from Brahman to Chamar are admitted, and 
Mr. Islamulla Khan reports that the “ Burw&ri is the secondary and not the primary 
avocation.” In some families individual members are said to be thieves, whereas 
the others are said to he good characters, and this is represented as one of the main 
objections to proclaiming the tribe as a whole. The figures, however, show that the 
Sultdnpur Burw&rs are addicted to the commission of offences of the same class as 
are usually committed by the members of this criminal fraternity, that they are con¬ 
stantly absent from their homes on thieving expeditions in these and other provinces, 
and that they invariably give incorrect names and addresses when apprehended, and 
on their return equally incorrect accounts of their movements. Mr. Islamulla Khan 
therefore proposes to open new registers in each thana and to record therein the move¬ 
ments of all those whose names arc on the list, and it is proposed to take all their 
finger-impressions to ensure identification when arrested elsewhere. Unfortunately, 
however desirable the last proposal maybe, as the law stands at present, it is not 
possible to take finger impressions except in the cases provided in paragraph 407, 
section X, Volume I, Police Manual. 


The returns from Bengal show that Sult&npnr Burw&rs have during the last 
three years boon arrested and convictod as below :—Saran (5), Champaran (3), 
Calcutta (11. The connection therefore is a small one, though there can be 
no question of the criminality of many of the Sultfinpur families of Burwdrs. 


(G) Next to the Gouda Bnrwdrs, in order of criminal importance, undoubtedly 
comes the Hardoi group of ‘ Lodli Rurw&vsd They are, as already explained, 
an offshoot of the Gonda colony. From the statement given in Appendix VII 
(3) it will be seen that there are 101 Burwfir families in the Hardoi district scat¬ 
tered over eight villages and two hamlets (as per margin) in the two police circles 
of Hardoi and Saudi. Counting as minors those of 14 years and under there 

are 18(> adult males, of whom 151 or 81 per coni/, 
have convictions and 145 or 78 percent, are ab¬ 
sent. There are (111 convictions on record 
against these 145 males or an average oi: four con¬ 
victions per man, and 508 or 8!) per cent, of these 
convictions wore obtained in other districts, chiefly 
in Bengal, but also in districts in these provinces 
such as Agra and Aligarh, etc. Mr. Bel lairs 
writes: “The majority of these Burwars are c Lodhs ; known locally as ‘Kisuns/ 
but there are also a few families of Thukurs, Kahvfirn, and other castes amongst 
them. The Burwdrs rarely bring any property with thorn on their return from 
their depredations, but freely use the poafc-oiliee for remitting the proceeds of their 
ill-gotten gains by money-orders or Government currency notes. Almost all trans¬ 
actions aro carried out through the post-ollioe at Bown, a large village in the 
Hardoi circle, round which He the villages in which the Burwftrs reside. 

(7) A typical case indicating the perfect arrangement made by the Hardoi 
Burwfir? for the disposal of illicit gains is that of King-Emperor verms Sita Bam, 
section 414, Indian Penal Code, which has recently been disposed of in the Bae 
Bareli district [vide Appendix VII (4)]. 


I J enff 

Sanah „ 

Saihoo Nnlan 
Katin i hill ia .. 

Madhapnr .. 

Sahahnddinpur .. 
Ultiman \ 

Kalian ...) 


Police station 
Ilftvdoi, 


Police station 
Saudi. 


The accused, Sita Bam, had been for some time Postmaster at Sandi in Hardoi. 
Ho there appears to have formed a connection with the ( Lodh } Burwftrs, and in 
return for 25 per cent, assisted them in passing their stolen notes, etc. On his 
transfer to Saraighiit in Bae Bareli the gang still worked through him, and by the 
simple expedient of passing the notes under fictitious names of remitters at the 
Seraighdt Post-office, the thieves got a remittance in cash delivered at their own 
homes in Hardoi minus the 25 per cent, paid as the Postmasters share. The 
aconsed were all convicted, the case is a particularly interesting one [Appendix 
VII (4).] 

(8) The Bengal conviction returns of the Lodh Burwfirs shows that no less 
than 42 were convicted in that provinoe between 1900 and 1908, but of these only 
14 were entered in the loeal register in Hardoi, and it is stated'that the remaining 
u 28 were not entered for want of correct residence and name.” 


(9) It is evident therefore that the Burwars in Hardoi are a criminal com¬ 
munity whose depredations extend to many districts in Bengal, who work in 
pursuance of well-laid plans, apdwhoarcat present free to follow their calling 
without restraint, and for whose adequate surveillance special measures are certainly 
necessary. 

(10) In respect to inter-provincial crime, the figures indicate the following 
connections, viz., Nadhia(6), Howrah (6), 24-Parganas (2), Calcutta(5), unspecified, 
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districts (2S), It is evident therefore that in and around Calcutta the Hardoi 
Burwars have established fences which remain to be discovered. Much Valuable 
information would very probably be acquired if one of the accused recently con¬ 
victed in the case of Kiog-Emperor versus Lull a and others, referred to above, 
were discreetly approached with a view to his making a confession in return 
for a conditional pardon under section 401, Criminal Procedure Code, 


DALERAS. 


Symbol in chaet 



1. The Daleras are a small community of half-bred Kah&rs who reside mostly 
in the Bareilly district. Crooke describes them as a tribe of“ basket-makers, day- 
labourers, and ' thieves. ” Their headquarters is the village of Gurgaon, police 
station Sirauli, Bareilly. One of their sub-castes is called Malla, which may 
perhap>s indicate a connection at some time or other with IC Chains. ” Itis said they 
emigrated about a hundred years ago from the south. It is very probable therefore 
that they are an offshoot of either the Chains or u Burw&rs, ” whom in fact they 
very closely resemble in respect to their methods of committing crime. There 
cannot be the least doubt of their being prefessional thieves. In 1890, proposals 
were made by the district authorities for the proclamation of the tribe under the 
Criminal Tribes Act but they were negatived, and the file has been weeded oufc. In 
1899, in order to ensure adequate surveillance, additional police consisting of one 
head-constable and four constables were quartered on the village "of Gurgaon on 
account of the lawlessness of the Daleras. The conviction record of the tribe 
establishes its criminality in the past, whilst the number (87) now absent from their 
homes indicates present criminal activity. To ensure adequate sentences and more 
effective surveillance special measures for their supervision are undoubtedly necessary. 
The tribe in the Bareilly district is distributed amongst 20 villages situated in 8 
police jurisdictions as per Appendix VIII. 


2. The different settlements vary a good deal in degree of criminality : thus 
Nadia, Lotabar, Haibutpur, Jaini-Jhunagar, Davi Nawada, Bans Bhoj, Kapurpur 
have no convictions at all, whereas 23 out of the 37 adult males in village Samaria, 
9 out of 11 in Sikka, 6 out of 7 in Nawgaon, and 33 out of 52 in Hajipur have been 
convicted, and out of the total of 791 adult males 322 or 44 per cent, are ex¬ 
convicts. There is therefore insufficient evidence to condemn the tribe as a whole, 
though the figures indicate marked criminality in certain groups which can be dealt 
with in detail. Like the Burw&rs and other kindred pilfering tribes, they have 
extended their operations to Bengal, where their chief places of resort appear to be 
Calcutta, Monghyr, Howrah, Rajmahal, Patna, Arrah, Champaran, 24-Parganas, 
and even Birbhum and Cuttack. They are therefore not lacking in enterprise, and 
have evidently formed reliable connections in some of these places, notably in and 
around Calcutta, a matter which calls for further enquiry, 


CHAIN-MALLAHS. ’ 

1. The u Chain ” Mallahs of Ubhaon police station, Ballia district, Musailla, 
Gorakhpur district, and the Mallahs of Agra, Aligarh, and Muttra, being pick¬ 
pockets and petty pilferers, who work on the land and not on the water, deserve 
entirely separate mention. The (f Chains J5 are a very large subdivision of the Mallah 
cdan, and are found on all the rivers in Allahabad, Benares, Mirzapur, Jaunpur, 
Ghizipur, Ballia, Gorakhpur, Basti, Azamgarh, and Pyzabad. Crooke describes 
them as a “ cultivating, fishing, and thieving caste found in Oudh in the eastern 
districts. There is, however, considerable difference of opinion amongst experts as 
to whether Chains are really a sub-caste of the Mallahs or not. Nesfield connects 
them with ‘ Tharus, 7 Nuts, and other gypsy-like tribes. Risley says they are 
probably the offshoots of some non-Aryan tribe. Sherring is not quite certain what - 
they are: in one place he talks of them as a sub-caste of the Mallahs and in another 
as jugglers or adventurers. Magrath says they resemble ‘ Binds , 7 but that their 
occupation is chiefly boating and fishing. In the Census of 1891 the Chains in the 
United Provinces numbered 78,746, Jn 1901 the total strength of the sub-caste only 
stood at 20,422. The difference is extraordinary, and js in the eastern districts at 
all events very probably due to deliberate concealment qn the parts of the Chains 
themselves, for between the two enumerations the thieving Chain colonies in Ballia 
had drawn upon themselves the attention of the authorities, and were as it were 
* badn&m, 7 and Phis is probably why numbers of Chains did not describe themselves 
as such in the reckoning of 1901. The term “ Chain ” or “ Chaiyan ” is an ordinary 
Hindustani one, commonly applied to all members of the light-fipgered fraternity, 
and the Mallahs being distinctly handy with, their fingers have in certain cases 
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developed the art of picldDg pockets to perfection and thus acquired this title. The 
best known and most notorious criminal groups of these Mallah pickpockets are— 

(1) In Police station Ubhaon, JBallia district . 

(2) In Police station Mussailla, Gorakhpur district (an offshoot 

of quite recent times of No. 1). 

(8) The colonies of Agra, Muttra, and Aligarh. 

In respect to the Pallia colony Air. PI. R. Warner when District Superinten¬ 
dent of Police of Ballia dealt very fully with the question of their criminality in 
his letter No. 2081, dated 26th May 1899, to which particular attention may now 
be invited. The reference somehow appears to have been entirely overlooked in the 
Secretariat ; and from the fact that the original letter was found recorded in the 
Ptihv&r Dus&dh file (G8-XI—5) vide District Superintendent of Police, Pallia's 
No. 2072, dated 9th June 1899, it seems to have been shelved along with the Dus&dh 
file, for no orders were passed on it at all by Government. The result, is that the 
Chain Mallahs of Ballia continue to make depredations into Bengal and 
Mr. Warner's recommendations which hold good to this day can only now be repeated 
with greater force. He has given full particulars of the modus operandi and of the 
organization of the Chain Mallahs' thieving gangs, ancl has loft the most elaborate 
registers giving full particulars of each family, and these registers have recently 
been thoroughly revised and brought up to date by Mr. Kaye. The numbers 
concerned are very small, some 250 males in all, residing in four villages. 

2. There should therefore be no difficulty in carrying out such special measures Appendix IX„ 
for their surveillance as may hereaftor bo decided on. Apparently the pressure 
brought on these people by the Ballia Police has caused a number of them within 
recent years to emigrate to a couplo of villages in police station Mussailla in the 
Gorakhpur district, where in tho courso of the recent investigations a small but very 
criminal colony was discovered, (see Appendix IX—1). Of 49 adult males, no less 
than 44, or 90per cent., have been convicted and 4.7 wore at the time of enumeration 
absent from their homes, and the 44 convicted men had a total of 193 convictions 
recorded against them. The figures speak for themselves: they prove habitual 
criminality in the past, whilst; the large proportion of absentees show active criminality 
at the present, time. Tho move from Ubhaon to Mussailla seems to have been 
deliberately planned to get into a more strategic position near tho railway junction 
of Bliatui, as also in consequence of the support and encouragement apparently 
accorded by certain zarnind&rs, whoso real character are known to the Gorakhpur 
Police. Tin's colony is absolutely undor no restraint at all, and the sooner, therefore, 
their surveillance is undertaken the better. This disposes of tho criminal Chains in tho 
eastern districts. Nowhere olso in that part of tho province arc similar communities 
to be found, but curiously enough, the presence of an exactly similar criminal 
group of Mallahs has been disclosed in the districts of Agra, Muttra, and 
Aligarh. Though disclaiming all connection with the Eastern Chains, the manners, 
customs, and tho methods of the Western Mallah pick-pockets are so similar 
to those of their eastern caste-fellows that it is impossible to coneoive that they 
have not sprung from tho same stock. Tho hereditary trait in criminals of this 
description is invariably very marked, and though not gonorally admitted by the 
Mallahs themselves, there are indications that the Muttra section at all events are 
descendant or emigrants from tho Ballia stock. It is well known that in former 
days tho Gorakhpur and Ballia Mullahs used to voyage up in great numbers annually 
to Agra and Delhi. It. is by no moans unlikely therefore that stray colonics and 
settlements wore formed up stream just as has moro recently boon the caso on the 
rivers of Bengal. With the introduction of railways, and the draining of the Jumna 
for agricultural purposes, it ceased to become a highway for the conveyance of 
passengers and goods, and tho colonies wore thus in time isolated, and gradually 
became absorbed into the local sub-castes with whom they now intor-marry. There 
are apparently 21 sub-castes amongst the Western Mallahs, two of which, so far as the 
names are concerned, distinctly indicate an eastern origin, viz., No, 4, “Gorokhia,” 
and No. G,—“Gorki." Moreover, in Muttra there is a tradition that more than one 
hundred years ago ono Hira Mallah came from Ballia and started the colony _ at 
Chamargarchi, police-station Shergarh, from which the Mallahs in tho neighbouring 
circle have sprung. Curiously enough it is-just this very colony which has an extra¬ 
ordinary criminal reputation, and whose modus operandi is precisely that of Ballia 
Chains. Having now no means of getting down in boats, they no longer travel 
down to Bengal by water, but have instead taken full advantage of-the railways, by 
which means well-organized gangs make regular raids into the Dower Provinces. 

Their operations, however, are not in any way river-side, and they frequent chiefly 

large towns, notably Calcutta, and in a lesser degree Bombay, and all muoh frequented. ’ Appeals IX. 

fairs, <&,c. Mr. L. C. Porter, Magistrate and Collector of Muttra, referred in 1900 to 

this colony in Shergarh as follows: “There is a curious colony of Mallahs at Sing- 

ha;ra and Chamargarhi. They make their living entirely by looting Bengal. A 

ThAkur who finances them has a shop ostensibly for cloth selling in Calcutta, and the 
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Mallahs who visit him thieve and loot right and left. He remitted some Rs. 1,500 
lately, and was arrested at the Mtigh Mela and identified there. The Calcutta 
Police should be communicated with and full particulars given them about Daulatia, 
the Thhkur in question.” 

j 5 Subsequent inquiries elicited the interesting fact that these Mallahs had for 

years been raiding Bengal unknown to the local district authorities, and it was only 
when Mr. Ross, District Superintendent of Police, sent their finger-impressions to tho 
Calcutta Bureau that the convictions obtained against these people in Bengal were 
brought to light, from which it became evident that the Bengal Police bad accepted 
the fictitious names given by the Mallahs themselves and had never communicated 
convictions to the Police in these Provinces. In consequence of this omission, these 
Mallahs as a rule have escaped with nominal sentences, though it must be recorded 
that the conviction roll in this respect shows some very flagrant instances of 
misplaced leniency in the Muttra district itself (see Appendix II). 

3. The villages in the Agra Division and Aligarh, which require special 
attention are as follows :— 

1. Muttra district :— 

(1) Police station Skergarh, villages Chamargarhi Singhara, Nagla Sahera, 
Jaurah. 

(2) Police station Mdt, villages Pepralla, Nagladangoli, Bhadoura. 

(3) Ditto Raya, villages Panigaon, Skermee. 

(4) Ditto Surir, village Nakaria. 

2. Aligarh district — 

(1) Police station Iglas, village Jhupur. 

(2) Ditto Tappal, villages Kurbanpur and Pidoria. 

4. Further up the Jumna, in Jawar in the Bulandshahr district, there is yet 
another criminal Mallah colony, whose convictions being all in the Punjab and 
therefore outside the sphere of the present inquiry were not investigated. 

5. In Agra, where there is a very large river population, there are criminal 
groups in (1) police station Tajganj,, villages Nagla Pema, Mazra Sondapur, Garhi 
Bangash, (2) police station Birozabad, villages Nagla Udaya Usmanpur, (3) police 
station Fatehabad, villages Kakrauli, Faskiatpura, Bamrauli, Poora Ckitaria,. 
Nagore Grand. 

Like their easte-fellows in Muttra, they are pilferers and pick-pockets, and the 
recent arrests in Galcutta prove that they combine with the Muttra men in forming 
gangs for criminal purposes. In their cases also (as has been found in almost 
all other cases of castes addicted to inter-proviucial crime), there are indications 
that the arrangements for the commission of crime are very elaborate, and in 
Calcutta they are said to include the connivance of certain police officers. The 
statistics show that the following are the most important connections with Bengal. 

(1) Muttra and Burdwan, Calcutta, Saran, Monghyr. 

(2) Agra and Calcutta, Darbhanga, Monghyr. 

(4) The appendices (IX—7) contain interesting notes by Messrs. Ross, Tweedie, 
and Sands, as also conviction statements and absentee lists. It is probable that, 
there are still a number of convietions in Bengal untraeed against these Mallahs. 
The most important connections are Calcutta and Monghyr, and further inquiries are 
necessary in both places in respect to fences and receivers. It is also probable that 
many of the convictions shown under the heading of other Hindus from the Agra 
Division are really of Mallahs, since they frequently pass themselves off as Thdkurs* 
These colonies of criminal Mallahs in Agra, Muttra, and Aligarh therefore 
require special attention. Family registers should be prepared on the lines of those 
in use in Ballia, and surveillance over the guilty groups or families should be 
specialized. 
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NOTES ON MAGHYA DOMES. 

Symbol in Chabt 

The Domes are a well»knowD and notorious criminal tribe found chiefly in, 
the Eastern Districts of these Provinces and in Behar in Bengal, iho western 
section of the tribe in the United Provinces is apparently a non-criminal ono ami 
will therefore not be referred to in this note. The tribe is divided into two great 
branches or divisions, vis., the “ Bansphores” and the f< Maghyas.” Ot tho two the 
Maghyas are distinctly the worst, so far as criminality is concerned, limy aro 
nomads and rank lower in grade than even the Sansiahs or TIabtt ralia. They arc 

born criminals, whose history and antecedents are 

1. Gorakhpur, 4. Ghazipur. so well known, and so clearly established as to need 

2 . Azamgarb. 5. Benares. no repetition. In the United Provinces “ Maghya 

s. BalUa. 6. Miraapur. Domes” are to be found in the marginally noted 

districts. 

2. The Mirzapur, Jannpur, Azamgarb, Ballia, Benares and Gh&zipur sootioiiH 
are apparently a group in themselves and are not connected much by marriage 
with the Gorakhpur group. In most districts they live under ahctpjiWS and 
sirkies on the outskirts of villages. Those of Mirzapur are nomads who wander 
from place to place, and it appears that a certain number of the Gorakhjmri 
gangs have taken to the same wandering life. In tho City of Benaroa they are 
employed mostly on scavenging work and have proved vory useful in respect, to 
work connected with iC Plague” of which it seems they have absolutely no fear, 
so much so that in Ghdzipur, Ballia and Azamgarh the Domes have been known 
to steal and maka use of clothes belonging to plague infected popple without 
any untoward result to themselves. ’Various attempts have boon made to 
reform the Maghyas, but without success. lu a note prepared by tho Into 
Mr. D. T. Roberts, C.S., for the Police Commission of 1891, it is stated. “ In 
Gorakhpur almost every scheme possible to think of has been considered over and 
over again and rejected as hopeless, the prevailing opinion being that nothing 
short of confinement between four walls would do any good. In 1878 and again 
in 1880 the question of bringing them under the Criminal Tribes Act was consi¬ 
dered and the conclusion come to in 1880 was that no, special measures for tho 
reclamation of this tribe seemed likely to be successful and there was ikmim in 
proclaiming them under the Act, because they have no means of earning tlmir 
livelihood honestly, and the only thing to be doho was to keep thorn under 
unceasing surveillance and to punish with severity any commission of crime. Later 
on, proposals for proclamation were again submitted, but wore negatived” No 
progress has been made in respect to their proclamation. 

3. The latest figures show .that large numbers are absent from their settle¬ 
ments, and the number of convictions has risen by over 38 per cent, which is nut 
reassuring. In fact recent events have shown the existence of formidable predatory 
gangs of Dorpes who have been at work, both in Bengal and these Provinces and 
the surveillance of the Maghya Domes residing in these Provinces is therefore a 
matter of serious importance. 

4. The returns received from the dififerents districts, vide Appendix X show 
mat; 

(1) In Azamgarh 79' ..."l 

(2) „ Gorakhpur 71 ... | 


(1) In Azamgarh 79 

(2) „ Gorakhpur 71 

(3) ,, Ballia 52 
(1) „ Benares 40 

(5) „ Mirzapur 25 

(6) „ Ghazipur 15 


1 per cent, of the adult males hafe been corn 
I viefed and 29 per cent, are absent. 


5. The Gorakhpur and Azamgarh figures indicate the general criminality 
of the whole tribe in the district, and there are in Gorakhpur only 8 insignificant 
settlements out of a total 108 which have no convictions. In Benares, GhiJsdpur, 
Ballia and Azamgarh the figures vary, though each district shows a certain number 
of very criminal settlements. The figures for Mirzapur are unreliable and require 
further investigation. For instance, though several Mirzapur Domes are now under 
trial in Bengal there are no absentees shown in the district return. 

6. Of the 218 Maghya Domes there can be little doubt that, if an organized 
searoh were made, a good many would be forthcoming in Bengal, and it would 
not even be surprising to find the gangs of ,eo called Malia Domes who have 
been giving so much trouble m Sitfeir, Ehen, and the Tarai to be absconders 
from settlements m Gorakhpur. Bftfr wherever they mav be the PaH- 

that some 200 odd dangerous criminals of this tribe arehut on tb/wai-patb in 
Upper India and Bengal, and the sooner therefore the tribe, or at all events the 
criminal portion thereof, can be brought under adequate control, the better. 

7. That the Domes of late years have taken to making organized expedi¬ 
tions in Bengal js clear from the series peases which have recently been dispose! 
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of, and the returns show that their depredations extend to almost every district 
in the Lower Provinces. In 1897 a gang was apprehended in Birbhum, in 1899 
another in Monghyr, and in the same year another committed a dakaiti in 
Shahabad. In 1900 a gang was arrested in Benares with over a thousand rupees 
worth of loot brought from Calcutta, in 3 902 the remaining members of this 
gang, who had meanwhile been joined by caste-fellows from Ballia, Ghdzipur 
and Gorakhpur, were apprehended and convicted in Patna. The absconders in 
that case then hastened off to Calcutta where they lost no time in collecting a 
fresh gang, who in 18 months committed some 50 or GO burglaries in Calcutta 
itself, and a number of serious dakaities in its environs. A complete history of the 
gang will be found in Appendix X-7c. It includes some 45 members drawn from a 
number of different settlements in Benares, Ballia, Azamgarh and Gliazipur, and 
the extent of their operations may be judged from the astonishing disclosures 
contained in the confession of the approver Bandhu and of others, vide Appendices 
X—7. Por this state of affairs the local police cannot be blamed. The criminal 
records show that, the preventive sections have been made use of with the greatest 
possible freedom, and time after time it has been recorded by the Magistrates in 
sentencing Domes that they arc a dangerous lot of criminals and especially addicted 
to making expeditions into Bengal, on the strength of which maximum sentences of 
three years’ rigorous imprisonment have repeatedly been awarded, but without effect. 
The fact is that these sentences arc not sufficiently deterrent for such hardened 
criminals as the Maghya Domes, who of all thoso dealt with in these notes arc 
undoubtedly the most dangerous and need very close supervision and surveillance. 
The settlements requiring especial attention in theso Provinces are:—(1) Gorakhpur, 
the whole; (2) Ghfizipur, police stations Ivotwali, Saidpur, Karimahad, Birroo, 
Dinapur, Hard ah, Dil(lamagar, Galunar, Handgun], Ivarirnnddinpur, Moharndabad 
and Zamania; (3) Azamgarh, polices stations Ghosi, Dwari and Madhubau ; (4) 
Benares, police stations City Stations, Alinagar and Sakaldiha, Ghowboypur, 
Chandoli, Saidraja and Ballua; (5) Ballia, police stations Reoti, liorriah, I-Ialdi, 
Persayait, Tika-Deori and Sikandarpur; (Li) Mirzapur, police stations Ahraura, 
Clmnar, Mirzapur-KUurd and Khurpa. 

8. From the records available it would seem that Gorakhpur Domes work 
mostly in gangs of their own and have no connections with canto-follows south of 
the Gogra. The Azamgarh and the Ballia men combine, as also those in Benares, 
Ghfizipur and Mirzapnr. The raids into Bengal by the Domes from Idio Benares 
Division appear to be of a comparatively recent dato, the earliest convictions in 
Bengal of Bonaros Domes being in 1896, since which date however largo gangs have 
repeatedly been organized and depredations have been regularly carried on. The 
same causes evidently led to Demos taking to Bengal as has inffuoucod the other 
criminal tribes dealt with in this report, vie., vigorous bad livelihood prosecutions 
in the homo districts combined with the discovery that; Railways offered a safe and 
rapid means of transit and Bengal a wide and profitable Hold of operations. 'What¬ 
ever may bo the real explanation, it; is certain that though the Benares Domes up to 
1890 wero known locally as expert thieves and burglars and professional horse 
poisoners, no complaints were ever rcecivod regarding them from Lower Bengal. 
But onoo they shifted the scone of operations they sooin to have gone about the 
business with iho thoroughness characteristic of the tribe, for in Calcutta they hoc m 
to have succeeded in obtaining the protection of a European woman named 
Mrs. Morreaud who kept a sort of lodging-house and who resented Police intrusion 
vigorously, and hi return received whisky and stores from the mom hors of the gang 
sho harboured, who arc now on trial in a series of gang cases in that city. There is 
also reason to believe that in the earlier phases of the operations the Pulwarya 
Domes in Benares were patronized by a celebrated Head-const,able, who at one time 
had a considerable reputation in that city as a detective. In Bengal the following 
appear to be the main connections:—Hooghly, Calcutta, Jalpaigurl, if atria,. 
Monghyr, 24-Parganas and Birbhum. 
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NOTES ON OTHER “HINDUS AND MAHOMEDANS.” 

( Otbeb Hindus 
Symbols in chajst-] 

(.Mahomadans 

Appendix T, j^q- addition to the seven castes dealt with in the previous Notes the returns 

show that during the period under review no less than 879 “ other Hindus ” and 198 
Mahomedans from these Provinces were convicted in Bengal. Some of the con¬ 
nections disclosed are interesting and deserving of the joint attention of the Police 
in both Provinces. In respect to tc other Hindus ” the details of the principal 
connections formed are as follows :— 

Ballia (208), viz., Ahirs 15, Chattries 29, CbamArs 35, Brahmans 25, and many 
other castes with less numbers. In this district the registration of convictions ^has 
obviously been faulty, since in 23 instances no castes have been given at all. Tho 
Brahmans and Chattries were convicted mostly in Calcutta, Dacca, Serajganj, Nara- 
yanganj, and in other large centres of trade to which they resort in great numbers 
and obtain service as durwans, ehaprasis and coolie sirdArs. The Ahirs have beon 
mostly convicted in the neighbouring districts of Saran and Shahabad. Being 
notorious cattle lifters and being closely related oo both sides of the river, this 
form of crime is said to be very rife in the Ballia Dewara. Large numbers of high 
caste men from this district and the neighbouring ones also take servioo in tho 
Bengal Police and frequently resign or are dismissed for misconduct, and then 
get service with local zamindArs and others in Bengal with whom it is quite the 
fashion to keep up-country “ Jawans ” as personal attendants, and as numbers of 
these etc-Policemen are persons of very questionable character, their presence in 
Bengal undoubtedly attracts criminals from their homes. 

2. Gorakhpur, (209), viz., CbamArs 26, Brahmans 24, Ahirs 16, KahArs 14, 

and other castes in smaller numbers. The majority of convictions in this instance, 
however, are in the neighbouring districts of Saran and Champaran. The connec¬ 
tion therefore is a purely local one. In respect to the remainder, Pabna, Dinajpur, 
Purneali, Maldah all show convictions, and the subject evidently demands further 
attention. The higher castes, such as Brahmans and ThAkurs take service a good 
deal in the East as durwAns, ete. The registration in this district also has been 
deficient, since no less than 24 cases of persons with no specific castes appear in the 
conviction roll. _ 

3. Ghdzipur, (170), viz., Cham&rs 48, Binds 19, Ahirs 22, ThAkurs 17, and 
others. The CbamArs in this district have a bad reputation as criminals, and this 
would appear true from the return. They evidently frequent Calcutta in large 
numbers, in and around which the majority of the convictions have been obtained, 
and this obviously calls for farther investigation. There is also a marked local 
connection with the neighbouring districts of Shahabad. The Binds in this district 
are really Mallahs, and their convictions are mostly for offences on the rivers and 
should be considered along with those of other river criminals. 

4. Mirzapur, (71 j, viz., Brahmans 26, CbamArs 12, ThAkurs 6, and others. 
The Brahmans here, as in other districts, go down to Bengal in large numbers and 
with tho ThAkurs keep in with and supply information to the PAsis and other 
criminals, who go down from this district in large numbers on thieving expeditions 
into Bengal. The Brahmans and ThAkurs of Gopiganj and Bhadoi are a very 
notorious lot as also are the so-called Seori ThAkurs of Tiksari, police station Kot- 
wali, who reckon among themselves some very criminal families. 

5. Fyzabad, (45), viz., Brahmans7, ChamArs 6, ThAkurs 5, Ahirs 5, and others. 
Brahmans, as usual, predominate, the convictions being mostly in and around Calcutta. 

6. Agra, (22), viz., ThAkurs 8, Brahmans 8. The ThAkurs and Brahmans 
from this Division take service a good deal in Calcutta and its environs. They 
give information and support to the Mallahs who go down there dn shop-lifting 
expeditions, and there is every reason to suspect that they harbour dangerous 
criminals who have absconded from their districts and have long been suspected of 
being in hiding in Calcutta. This connection is well worth further investigation. 

7. Allahabad, (22), viz., Brahmans 7, Ahirs 5. There is nothing special to 
note in this instance. 

8. Mahomedans. —The returns show a total number of 198 convictions in 
Bengal of Muhammadans from the United Provinces. In this respect GbAzipur 
shows by far the most. No less than 7l Mahomedans from this district have been 
convicted in Bengal during the last three years, the majority being in and around 
Calcutta. Sealdali and Alipur are 'the special places of resort, where they are 
employed largely in the Railways and shipping yards, and as servants. The result 
is they have a good mauy convictions recorded against them under sections 407 and 
411, Indian Penal Code. Ballia (48), Gorakhpur (22) and Fyzabad (12) are the 
only other districts worth mentioning. From Fyzabad, however, comes the notorious 
Abdul Rahman noticed on page 3 who, whilst in the Benares Jail, planned’the raid 
into Bengal with Mully Bhur, which resulted in the Muttrapui Maldah dakaiiies. 





APPENDIX I. 

PARTS A, B & C. 


Part A.—{Pages 2a — 11a). —Details of Inter-Provincial convictions. 

„ B .—( „ 12a). —Statement showing Inter-Provincial caste 

connections. 


jj 


13a). —Abstract of Parts A and B, 


C.-( 


51 





Part A.-DETAILS OF INTER-PROVINCIAL CONVICTIONS, 


C 2a ) 




'J3A0 paUMQ 



. N 

I-t «-l I-i 

dJIMHQSO 

rH 

n 


HON CO 
co s : 

i'N. 

oo 



T®!®! 

: : 


: : ; 

H ^ . 

^ H ^ rH 

: : : 

M rH 

_ CON N 

. 

to 

rH 



•anspaaioqBjT 

j 5 

: | : : 

: : ! 

: : : : 

: : : r i 

: :• 

: | : 

r-i 

rH 



■snpmu 

,, 

1 

: : ■ : 

: *: : 

. H . » 

CO 

: : 

, M . H 


05 



'3tno(j 

: : 

: : : : 

: : : 

: * * : 

: : : ; ; 

: : ; 

= : : = 

■;>?! = 

; 


0 

Oh 

S 

rtf 


; : 

: : : : 

: = : 

’. ! • I 

l-l 

= : 

= • ■ 

- rH 

<N 


3 

•q®u«H 

: : 

: i i : 

: i 

III: 

^ r-i s 

• : i 

: : • t 


r-i 



•qpBsnd 

: ■ 

: : : : 

: | : 

•ill 


: : : 

: : : : 


: 



•BJ0IOQ 

: : 

: : : * 

• ; • 

: : : : 

■= * l = : 

: : : 

: i : : 


: 



unqa 

: : 

: : : : 

: ; • 

: : : : 

M 

: : : 

: : : : 

:::::: 

ri 

« 

o 


■j’BAung 

s s 

: : : 

: : : 

* : • • 

; ::: ! 

*: ! 1 

: * ' 

rH 

| H 

A 

a 

•ro»i 

1 • r 


: t : 

r : : : 

s r :■ :■ s 

: ; : 

T : r r 

? f r :• : : 

| rH 

1 

& 



: : 

: : - 

• ; i 

• J * 


, : 

: : ; ; 



*-* 

a 


•snpuiH -taqqo 


h ; ; . 

• : : 

: : ‘ : 

: • 

: : 

• : ; 

: : • : : 

1 M 

w 


•atnoa 

: j 

; ? : 1 

: 

• : : : 

f . ; ; : 

: : i 

: : 1 

: : j ; 

: 


s 


: : 

: : : : 

: • 

: : 

• ; f 

: • : 

ill- 




a 


: • 

• > } 

i b 

: - s 


; . 

• : : i 


*: 


M 

■qpB8ti(j | 

* * 

r ; • 

; • ; 

: i 7 : 

. : :* - 

• • • 

J : : a 


r 



1 

i ■ 

• * * i 

• • j 

: i 

- ; : • : 

* t i 



• 



•Jnqfir 1 

i • 

: . : 

• 

: ■ r r 

-if 


fir: 

: » : : i 

: 



■I'Bisi’ea J 

: • 

: i : 

; • : 

: i • 

• f ■ • 

• : : 

: : : 


: 


Wi 


? a s s 




: : 


: 1 

00 



—.l-y« 

i. :: 

h l■ } 


iim 


* • ; 

BMm 

■ 




■finpatg JOq^o I 

: : 

i : • ■ 

l : 

rl J ; ; 

: j :co : 

2 i : 

• : h ; : 

• • : . : | 

"5S~ S 


a 

•amoQ | 

: : 

: : •• r 

: r r 

j * * i 

• -• - : : 

: : : 

; * * 

■ ■ : • • 

; 


•'SfirT 1 

z z 

: : 

: : : 

i : : : 


; f , £ 

: : : : 

| 

•A 


-g 

1 

r - 

• : : : 

• ' : 

: i • [ 

; r::: 

. •• 

; , : 




« 

*qpt)sti(T j 

*• ? 

: • : • 

■ : : 


. : rH ; 


t : : : 

: : j : : : 

r-i 



•SJOltlQ | 

: : 

■ • : 

; ^ » 




. , : i 

l:\ll 1 

~k 



•Jtiqg | 

; : 

• : 

: * - 


t : : : 

: ; 

: : : 






: : 

: : : : 

: : • 




; : f ; 

III::: 1 



'W°X 

<N 


l : : 

»-HI 

* : : 

w ?-i i> -S' oa 

r-i 


^ . 

CO 




i : 

i : : ; 

: • • 

• - 

; -h : 



2 2;;; j 

to 



•stiputH -K>qiO I 

. rH 

: : i | 

: : 

: ; ; ~ 

, rC CO 

; r-t * 


-< ; . , xh , j 

2j 


. 

■emoQ | 


: 2 : r 

* » : 

: : : » 

S • rH , 

: ■ ? 

: : : i 

: • j 1 

H " 


a 

cd 

£ 

rtf 

qsug [ 


: • : f 

l - : : 

: i : 

: , rH : ; 

: 

; <M ; ; 

. ; : . ; ; j 

CO 


1 


. l 

: : 


“ 2 i *H 



: : : j - 

-Hi 


3 

« 

•qpostifl- j 

• : 

: * : : 

f 

ft: 

: : 



: ; , . —-j 



■uaejnfj | 

5 - 

: : : : 

r r r 

• f ; * 

■ft; 

: : 

: : a : 

-iff;: I 

- 7 - 



•jaqg j 



: : 

: 1 : ■ 

CO . L.0 # ; 

: : : 

• * j * 

i oo 



•a.'BAU'Ba ] 

: : 

} t ; ; 

: ; : 

i ; : i 


* • ; 

: t : : 

Too l l 

22 ■ 

“ s 

c 

i 

§ 

.5 

*S 

o 

*< 

A 

c 

1 

to 

r=1 

-4-3 

yirhich persons have been con¬ 
victed in Bengal during 
the past 5 years. 

: : 

-43 A 3 

0 b 

t- $» 

tf to 

wjo 

t l>a 

v 2 6C es ^ 

53 ■< 

t3 

ca 

rO 

t « 

»-* t T3 

u$ 

wga 

® U 

% 0 03 

2 Qj >0 

5* H 03 OS 

W '■S rtf »£3 

ferpi 

e) a! vs S3 

O feCQ •< 

U J, u 

« a " a 

Hi p, p p, 

flj •« ^ 

2 n s,2s 
s i, ota 

32 03 CP 

u 

P A 

A 

"S §3 

ie-J3 S 

s a p 

O 88 M 
002 -< 

^2 
o S u 
p (£ a o 
9inS 

C (0 cfl u 
n oi ig 

a os w 

rj .H 

n KPS 

rtf PIP 

Jo « ‘8 fl .-2 <3 

A* r O sCQ '«3 

S =3 ££ t, S 

J'JS ^ 0 cP tfl 

P^C5 «cc C4W 

JM 

-w 

.5 

OJ 

-43 

£ 

IX 

s 

■si 

1* “2* 

O 

<D > 

Cl 

«.2 
&.2 
. ■<.& 

« 

ns 

S 0 

^ O 

3.2 

■3-fc 

3 

t3 . 

S 5 
■5 2 

Ja.'s 

op > 

S3 .-i 

m A 

2 ,| 

S > 

*3 

v» 

&« g 

J3 .3 

B.S 

o (5 

o o 

S o 

§£ 

'S ri< 

A.2 
gl 
&?« 


'ieqtanu i«uag 


« ■<? es <C 

t- 00 o> 

OrtWflJ 

H HH M 

■*p VS to J> XI 
rlflrlrtH 

ClOH 
rt M <N 

W CO 

M W <M «. 

SSSaSSSS 



































































Paet A .—Details of inter~p?oyincial convictions —.(continued). 


( 3i ) 





•H 

o ^ CO 

O cq 

10 CQ ^o 

ID CQ CO *M CO 

CO CD (M 

'JO 

O o w CO N o 

TO I 



•JOAO pOt.UltQ 

H <M ; 

r~i J 

CO 

(M CG i> CO -n 
ri rH 



VO ri* rH 

| K 




rH 

00 N CO 


N H 00 

OD CO rH *H 

<M CO rt* 

03 04 rH ID 

CO ID rf CO IQ 

<m : 




WI 

: 

: 

: : 

: 











rH VO 

; i 

CO 05 O 

CO 

(M rH 

CD «H 

•H 



‘saspoutoqujq; 


: : : - 

* i 

I CM rH 

: ■ 

HH 

2 2 2 2 

to 







<N 

H id r GO 

04 ID 


fd 05 pH 05 •<s 




•snpa;H aeqqo 


rH | 


■ (M co 



M j 

CO 

rH 

d 







CD rH 





o 


•oiaoQ 

: S 

: : : : 

I • ; 

: : * 5 




’ * * * * ’ 








co 

CO c 


rH 

r-» rH 

05 

bS 


•TSBJ 


: : : : 

si; 

:• : : 


; : : 

: : * 

: : 2 ; 

rH 
















r-l 

^ tH 


r-H 

rH rH 




05 

3 

4 o 

• l l«Il«JWE 

: 

: : 

: : : 


: : j 

2 2 • 




s 

O 

















H 




rH 



•qpvsna 

• ! 

5 * i : 

• 7 1 




: : : : 








VO 






VO 



•BJO[UQ 

J j 

: : : : 



: : *. 


- - - 2 

.* 









04 ca CO t-H rH 



rH 

a 



■anqa 

: : 

: : : : 

i : : 



: ; 

■ • : • 

: : : : : 

HI 



■■Ml 







VQ 

m 

co 







: : : : 


: 3 ■: 


BUI 



■j 



. CO 

iH 

►"4 CO 

00 IN <M rf* 

HNO 

l-C _01 

O (M »H 

*>. 


1 



: : : 

t l 

: : 

rtlM W 


ri 2 ; 

o 

r-i 



eutipacaoqwj^ 

: • 

: *. t 

: : • 

: : 

: o »a 

: 


rd ; ; :m : 

mmi 



•BflpujH ^'WO 


iM ; ; 

: : : 

rH J rH 

: co i-i i> co 

rH (M : 

: 

MH j - , rH ; j 

", 


to 

■Oiuo (t 

• : : : : • : • ; • : • j ^ * : • ! 

■* 


. g 

1»«d 



: : : 

: : : 

; CM r-l r-l ; 



vo „ ; . ; »h 

o 



•qtlimv 

• : 


• • 

• rH 

1 . CM 


• : : : 

i l '■ if : 

C0^ 


FM 

1 A- 

Cl 


. 

_J~ ; 

; ; 

: i , : 

- . . r-1 


' ; : : 

3 * : * : 

CM 



; S 

• ; j ; 

: ,: : 

: : : : 

: • : ; s 

: • ; 

: ; : * 

: : : : : : 




umie j 

* 

* : : j 

»h j ; 

: z : i 

^ ; 6 ; s 

I rH J t 

: ; t> 

• : : 

ih : s , ; : 

S" 



UtlAUTIfJ 

j • 

: : ; r 

1 T t 

i : ■ 

.52 : : " 

, ; ; : 

: : ; 

; 

CO 




O r~t 

CO 

Cl 

«ClHN 

rH rH CM CO 

co co 

CM CO to 

COn ^ oo ^ 

, 

dt 



WX 




rH 

j H H <M CO 


i 

VO 

H 



■suBptvcaoquj^ 

rH r 

:co • : 

: : : 

Cl : rH CO 

: n ; rooT" 

cm . : 

rH ; i . 

tM . . ih . ; 

(Jj 

CO 



■Mill 1 1 

: jt 

: to . , " 

* : J 

: CM ,50 

jeciiMwij 

CO co ; 

Hri ; ; 

05 ; ; eg ; 

tM 

l 00 , 

n 

o 


•9U10CI 

• ! 

: i i ; 

: ; • 

: : : 

: : : : ; 

; : : 

: ; ; 

i : r : : : 

1 : 

1 

*Q 

■ S' 

•IBtlfJ 

f ; 

: ; : 

: ■ 


: : 2 : ; 

2 7 2 

: cm ; : 

rl , j J J , 

co'" 

3" 

1 

•U«[[«W 

2 rH 

s , 

• • • 

. vra 


; : : 

: : : : 

CM ; ; 2 ; ; 

12 

P) 

W 

MP*iw»(i 

: : 

: ; - : 

“ ; ; 

•; : • * 

; i i i s 

*. : : 

i z : s 

: . i : : : 

: 

fc 

V 


•lU.qna 


; ; : ; 

W : ; 

: : : : 

• i : : * 

i i : 

2 2?: 


1 w 

1 

« 


M'ttqu 

: • 


• ; : 

• • l 

; : CD rH ; 


: : • : 


1 ^ 



: 

: j • ; 

: : : 

i z i : 

; • » * i 

2 2 5 

: t ; cd 

„ rH ^ J 2 2 

IA_ 





H 


rH 

O CO CO 00 r-l 

WW d 


CO CM H Hi 

03 



■max 


• • 2 

5 5; 


rH rl rH N 

rH 

rm 






.... .l.L 

■ ; 

■ ; : 

; . : : 

; rH , CO rl 

: : : 

• • : • 


| JO 





I-* { , 2 

: : : 

* ; : ; 

; IN CO Hi In 

2 rH rH 

<M CM ; 

: : : • 

CO : ; : - 4 , 

i ■£' 



•0ino(r 

• - 

; j * 

: '■ : 

: i : • 

: 5 : : . 

• : : 

: r : ; 

i : : ::; 

1 : 



*IWd 

. , : 

: : • * 

: : 

: : ; : 

: ;rH : : 

: i : 

: * * ; 

* ; 3 ! ; ; 

| rH 


• 

‘M«ITO 

*: : 

• : : 

: t 

; ; ; * 

■ : rH rH ; 


j j i . 

; ; • : M * 

| TO 


3 

Bfl 

W 


: ; 

5 * ; • 

* • ; 

; ; ; h 

; : : :<m 

: i : 

: : f • 

••J: ; j 

| TO 


- . • i >wcr 


: s ; 

: * : 

• i • a 

: ■ : • : 




i • 


. 

r„ . • : 

; ; < • 

: : : 

; • ; ; 

O : 00 i rH 

rH » —1 

* • 

2 7 2 2 

* ; ; rH ; ; 

i cb 

1 CO 



'jT).A,r«y : 

S . , s 

* • • ; 

* * • 

; t : : 



: : : 

• N * : ■ : 

) CJ 




pa 

r-l H' 

Cl 

H H H 

05 CS» -1 05 00 


tp M 

H O CS> to 

In 



■patfAUO j 'iqSnoag 



j 

rn 


2 2 

CO s ; 

CO 


03 

s 

■ 

5 : 

: t‘i : 

i : : 


i : : s ; 

; : i 

2 2 12 


5 


d 

<D 











> 

► 











2 a a 











Pg 

to 

.3 

a 

p 

<u 

qj 05 

m K 5 

a.3 Sf 
m ' v „ dt 1 

J* '5> SB OJ' 

*||5. 

3 S'-3" 

go r 0 

s s 
!#■ 

. il| 

H _ J3 C*4 

1 S.-S.-3 

| 

k_ 

2? M * 

~ 0'S 
« a S' 
SIC’O 
maaSS 

o jj nd 

W C C3 

S> p< a! •§ 
a -g ti ^ 

5 OS rS 

tr 

J III* 

s 8 2 vS 3 
oE S-? eS 

S 'Z 

a, % 

£ & 

? « Ci 

£ » « 
O P3 H 

teg . 

o a u- M 

P pq g o- 

M Cm- cl 

C3 CD S *3 

tA « m W 

Id d H 

'S ^ ft Sprg 

J J'3 ocS w 
ilcsi^s 
n co fS w 

3 

B 





, v-^V" i O' 

V 



-h— ■ v 





d 

h3 

S a 

*3 , 

5} a 

S3 

J} • 

B o 

te fj 

to fi 



■u fl « 

U 

Sfl 

oo 

s 

gr g- 

|J2' 

rt O 
& *w 

^ ■£ 
n 

da ,2 

M 

3 .« 

■ o Q ■ 
M 

■3 2 
!s 

J5.i 

O 

CB- J* 

d3 •” 

>s s 

i.9 

rW ,13 

O p. 

Hi (A 

g o 

Sf 

n-H 





M • JH „ 1 , o .. m .. 



• ■ •'•t- *.r ■ -* 









r \« 

oS rfi to cd 

1,^00 (ft 

d w w 

■C? VC5 to is og 

OJ OH 
rH CM CM 

«M, CO ^ VO 
CM C4 04 CM 

to i> CO 05 Q to 

<M fM 55 «l W » 




■ 'igqtaWqiiub^''' 

MHHrt 

rH r-l rH rH rH 






































































■pauaoQ 













































Pakt A .—Details of inter -provincial eonmctio ns-—(continued). 
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Part A .—Details of inter-provincial convictions — (con tinned). 
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Paet A .—Details of inter-provincial convictions —(continued). 
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Part A .—Details of inter-provincial convictions —(continued). 
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Part A,—Details of inter-provincial convictions—-(continued). 
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Part A .—Detail of inter-provincial convictions —(concluded). 
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( 14a ) 

Statement of Districts in the United Provinces showing convictions in Bengal arranged 
in order of numerical importance —(concluded). 

Pakt C—(Abstract of Parts A and B). 


Details of convictions in Bengal arranged numerically. 


o 

[3 

'u 

1 

Districts. 

Barwar 

! Bhur, 

i 

Du 

lera. 

Dusadh 

Mallak. 

Pasi 

Dome. 

Other 

Hindus 

Mnhotm 
dan s. 

3 ‘ Total. 

U1 



j 









i 

Calcutta ... 

S 

! 19 

i 

5 

1 

9 

19 

7 

161 

Cl 

266 

2 

Saran 

24 

1 

2 

7 

8 

>»• 

20 

140 

18 

220 

3 

Howrah ... ... 


i 7 

2 

... 

14 

3 


82 

39 

154 

4 

Shaba bad. 

8 

I 

i 

1 

11 

22 

... 

7 

78 

9 

|| 

5 

24-Parganas 

3 

23 

... 

2 

3 

10 

4 

43 

19 

107 

' 6 

Unspecified Districts ... 

... 

34 

2 

... 

9 

6 

17 

27 

6 

101 

7 

Hughli 

2 

36 

... 

3 

3 

1 

Ml 

49 

5 

99 

8 

Champaran... 

7 

1 

1 


1 


15 

38 

\m 

69 

9 

Burdwan ... ... 

28 

8 

... 

... 

4 

3 

1 

14 

5 

63 

10 

Mymensingh 

3 

5 

... 

7 

2 

1 

1 

38 

fl 

63 

11 

Dacca ... 


C 

... 

... 

24 

5 

1 

18 

3 

67 

12 

P.atua ... 

6 

1 

2 

2 

7 

... 

16 

20 

2 

66 

13 

Maldah .„ 

5 

6 

... 

... 

4 

... 

7 

17 

Ml 

39 

14 

Assam 

2 

1 

... 


21 

2 

2 

7 


35 

35 

Dinajpnr ... ... 

2 

1 

... 

M 

14 

... 

3 

12 

2 

34 

16 

Kangpur ... 

6 

2 

... 

1 

6 

2 

1 

15 

1 

34 

17 

Rajslialii ... 

11 

... 

... 

3 

... 

1 

I 


7 

33 

18 

Jalpaigori ... ... 

3 

J ^ 

... 

6 

5 

IM 

■ 


1 

27 

19 

Darbhanga ... ... 

8 

... 

... 

1 

3 

• •I 

1 

12 

<14 

25 

20 

Monghyr ... 

1 

... 

2 

3 

6 

1 

Ml 

11 

1 

25 

21 

Purneah ... ... 

III 

2 

... 

... 

1 


6 

11 

2 

22 

22 

Gya 

2 

... 

... 


... 

... 

1 

13 

4 

20 

23 

Sonthal Parganas ... 

2 

1 

1 

... 


1 

3 

9 

WB 

18 

24 

Manbhum ... ... 

5 

2 

... 


• *# 

3 

... 

8 


18 

25 

Bogra ... 

3 

2 

... 

1 

5 

,,, 


5 

H 

17 

26 

Muzaffarpur ... 

... 

... 

... | 

1 

... 


S 

6 


16 

27 

Hadia ... 

3 

... 

... | 

3 

... 



9 

M 

15 

28 

Midnapur ... ... 

1 

1 

... i 

i 

... 

1 

2 ' 

Ml 

9 

m 

Iff 

29 

Coocb Behai 

1 

... 

i 

«»• 

5 

2 

... 

5 

in 

13 

30 

Paridpur 

3 

... 


Ml 

1 

... 


5 

2 

11 

31 

Murahidabad ... 

... 

... 

i 

2 

2 



5 


10 

32 

Bbagalpnr 

... 

... 

**» 

Ml 

„ 

M# 


9 


10 

33 

Birbhum 


... 

2 

1 

HI 

Ml 

M* 

5' 

PI 

s 

34 

Pnbna 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1*1 

1 


2 

9 

5 

35 

Cuttack ... 

««« 

M4 

2 


... 

... 

* M 


ns 

3 

36 

Singhbhum... ... 

«• 

*«• 

... 


Ill 


• M 


i 

2 

37 

Pur i 

1 

... 

... 


... 


Ml 

I 

M< 

1 

38 

Bankura 

... 

... 

... 


... 


M( 

ifl 


1 

39 

Darjeeling ... 

... 

»'_ 

... 

*#* 

... 


... 

iH 

1 

2 


Total m 

156 

159 

23 

55 

180 

63 

123 

883 

~ 207 

1,849 























APPENDIX II. 


A.—'Statement of Typical cases illustrating inadequate sentences. 





Statement of typical eases in which inadequate sentences have been passed on habitual criminals. 

(Referred fco in Para. .) 
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B. B. PARSONS, 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police^ 

In ch. 0 . J, Dept., V, F., Allahabad, 
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II—B. 


NOTES of a Conference held at Banhipore on Tuesday, Offc February 100-1, tn 
respect to the question of systems of surveillance of criminals in the 
United Provinces and Bengal. 

Present : 

1. A. V. Knyvett, Esq., Deputy Inspector-General of Polioo (Bengal). 

2. P. B. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police (United Provinces), 

on special duty. 

o. Inspector Bachu Narain, Patna District f Bengal). 

4. n Hassan Raza, Court Inspector, Benares, United Provinces. 

5. Sub-Inspector Thakur Singh, Police-station Sikrole, BenaroH, United 

Provinces. 


6. „ Abdul Jamil Yasiu, Police-station Backcrganj, Patna. 

7. „ Parmanand Sahai, Court Sub-Inspector, Patna. 

(I) The following Registers from the United Provinces were produced 

1. Finger Impression Register (P. E. 144). 

2. Register of unidentified persons sent up by the Police (P, E. 12(5). 

3. Index to No. I (P. F. 144). 

4. Thanawar F. I. register of convicted persons. 

5. “ Radifwar "(alphabetical) conviction Register (letter D) as exemplar. 

6. Register No VIII of one beat, Police-station Sikrole. 

7 » ,, i, „ 

q -v~_ a 

o. „ ,, JX. -tt- ,, ,, 

9. Forms A and B information sheets. 

Also the following half-margin and other forms :— 

(1) P. F. No. 249—Application for verification of antecedents of uudor-trinl 
prisoners. 

(2) P. F. 148.—Extract from register of convictions .in heinous olfonooa for 
entry of convict’s name in Register of Convictions and No. VIII. 

(3) P. F. 107—Court Inspector’s daily report of convictions and acquittals. 

(II) The following Registers from Bengal were produced:— 

(1) P. Code No. 181.—Register of persons convicted of heinous oITquoqr 
( corresponding to No. 5—“ Radifwar 55 in United Provinces). 

(2) Index to No. 1. 

(3) Application for verification of antecedents (as per U. P, farm 249). 

(4) Final Memorandum form P. C. No. 177. 

(5) Register of unidentified prisoners same as No. 2U. P. No. 12(5.) 

(6) Jail Parade statement. P. F. No. 131. 

(7) Register of monthly P. R. slips and Release Notices. 

_ (8) Register No. XIII. P. C. Form 255 (Register of convicted 
living within the station circle). . 

(9) Register XIV, Index to XIII. 

(10) Register of bad characters, under police snrveillance li ving within the 
station oirele (corresponds withU. P. No. X), Bengal No. XV 

(11) Thana scad outpost inspection Register (Khatian). Crime statistics m „i 
charts. 

(12) Station beat Register. P. C. No. 234 (corresponding to U. p. No. 8). 

(13) Domiciliary visit report. * ' 

(1) With regard toU. P. form No. 144, no special discussion w* i 
beyond (hat both this and the Thanawar F I register did i ace? ' 

toMr. Knyvett. " g “‘" M ” 0t *»•“ 

54 P ' “ . Radifwar’’and the Bengal Register of convicted persons I> <j 
No. 181 appear identicai-the only difference being in the method of hol'inn 
them up, and the U. P. ones are kept up in Vernacular and the 1 

English. The columns are iT * 


persons 


ones m 


the same. The TJ. P. volumes ate 
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alphabetically and indexed separately, and the Bengal volumes in a general form, 
and a single alphabetical index. 

(3) U. P. Register No. YIII and Bengal Beat Register. The headings are 

the same, the only difference, being that in the U. P., one register is allotted to 
each village, whereas in Bengal it is bound in a single volume and a certain number 
of pages allotted to each village. Mr. Kuyvott considers that as a compendium of 
information of local interest and village matters it is useful, and therefore valuable 
as a book of reference, but this is its only merit. As a register for the surveillance 
of criminals, it is unsuitable, and a falso value should not in this respect be attri¬ 
buted to these registers. 

(4) Register No. X : U. P. and XY Bengal (bad characters) are identical except 
in form. 

(5) Register X-A. U. P. does not exist in Beugal. In Bengal all convicted 
persons are shown in Register XIII (Register of convicted persons living within 
the station circle) as a matter of course and in Register XV (bad characters) in 
special cases, where surveillance is necessary. The difference apparently consists in 
the fact that in Bengal Superintend outs of Police have power to classify their con¬ 
victs, whore as in the U. P. (under paragraphs 181-1S2, section X) this power is 
reserved to Magistrate, with the result that accused persons convicted of heinous 
offences arc liable to escape adequate surveillance after release, for their names 
ordinarily go into Register X-A, where the surveillance is limited to that of the 
village ehaukidar and in which a fixed, automatic time limit results in the expuue- 
tion of the criminal's name in three years, whereas in Bengal, the crimmal record 
compiled in Register XIII is permanently maintained, and cannot be lost sight of. 

It; was pointed out that District Superintendents in the U. P. have full power, 
in consultation with District Magistrates, to transfer names from Registers X-A to 
X, to meet special oases, and that this is invariably done and works satisfactorily 
locally at all events. 

Mr. Kuyvott desired that a note prepared by him on the surveillance of bad 
characters be filed with these proceedings. 

In respect to the remaining police forms, the following Bengal Police forms 
are commended for the attention of the Inspector-General of Police, U. P. 

(1) No. 4.—Pinal memorandum form. 

(2) No. XIII. Conviction Register which might be kept up in lieu of the 
Ringer Impression Registers. 

There therefore does not appear to he anything very different or radically wrong 
in, the two systems which, for practical purpose, is move or less the same: but the chief 
defect seems to lie in the want of thoroughness and care in the tracing and identi¬ 
fication of inter-provincial criminals in their home districts. The leakage is either 
in the district in which the arrest was made or due to negligence on the part 
of the police in their home districts. This question requires careful attention, and will 
be followed up later on when the returns from Bengal are received. 

Bankipom: \ A. Y. ENYVEXT. 

The 9th February 1904. i 


Wo havo aineo roeoivort 
from Itispector-Gqiionv'l, 
U. I'., a copy of their 
revised rules rotfiirdmff 
surveillance registration 
of bad characters, &c.„ 
which so closely approach 
our Bengal system that 
no further action is 
necessary. Mr. Carlyle 
and Mr. Iinyvett after 
tliHcusainfc the matter 
have finally decided that 
the now TJ. P, rules arc 
sulHciont. 

I'M-lOQd, It. D. 




APPENDIX III. 

BHSR TRIBAIi STATISTICS, &c. 


!■—Statement showing the distribution of the Bhar population in 
the United Provinces and Bengal, together with details of convictions 
obtained in Bengal during the past five years (1899—1904), and showing 
the Police circles in each district in the United Provinces in which 
special surveillance of the tribe is necessary. 


2m —Statement of dacoities committed in Bengal by Bhars from the 
United Provinces, 1896—1903. 


3.—SELECTIONS PROM RECORDS, REPORTS, &o., RELAT¬ 
ING TO CASES IN WHICH BHARS WERE CON¬ 
CERNED :— 

Index :— 

(a) Burdwan gang ease, 1897. Confession of Kauleshwar Singh. 

(b) Kadihati dacoity case, 1897. Note by Inspector Nanda Kumar 

Bose. 

(c) Algapur dacoity case, 1900. Note by District Superintendent 

of Police Caebar (Assam). 

(d) Mathurapur dacoity case (Maldah district), 1900. Note by 

District Superintendent of Police made by Mahesh, Chedi, 
and Ganesh, Bhars, &c. 

( e ) 24-Parganas dacoity case (1903). Note by Inspector-General 

of Police, Bengal. 

(/) Notes of conference at Bankipur (November 1904). 

(g) Memorandum of instructions re surveillance and registration 
of Bhars, 


6 ^ 








Serial number 
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Statement showing the Distribution of Bhur population in the United Province s and Bengal, 

section of the tribe during 
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together with details of convictions obtained in Bengal against the United Provinces 
the last five years. 


as shown in District Court Inspector’s registers. 


H 


a 


« 


o 
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iNotcs and remarks as to police-stations and villages in each 
district in the United Provinces in which special 
surveillance is necessary. 


11 


IOC 


127 

45 


12 


C 7 

2 

54 


45 


(i) r S. Seorom, villages:—Pacliandpore, Khalispore, 

Diilhi ur (2) P. S. Mirzamtjrad —(villages :—Mirzamurad, 

Kavvai, Maiaou, Moolki, Masulba, Deondipora , Sultanpove, 
Bimkul, liagumithpore, Gairnha, Gaur, Lakhans enter) (3) 

P. S. CiioTjAI’Qiie (villages Tari, Garnai (4) P. S. 

U 

CffAtTnAFtni -- (villages;—Jnllonpur, Paolirairo, Jairampur 
Jaamlihapnr Bamhanpore, Ohokahn, Chohan Purlia, Mushknbad, 
Lhurarha, Gungapnr), (5) P. S. BuEnurtTn 

Nihnora, Tulshiporo), (G) P. S. Uaraciaon VL villagoa 

G 

Baioanclupur, Kurn, (7) P. S. Putrid? tR (villages : — 

LaJcUimpur, Kathraon, Bahntara, Bolwa, Kataumi, Amaoub) 

(8) P. S. Koiiania (villagesMarauli, Nehpur, Barthora, 

2 

Sfotltalad, Maniliavipur, Pahari) (0) P. S. DassaSUME MI 

p. s. JAITTER (lo) 

0 v UJ 0 

(11) P. S. Cantonments (( (villages j—-Phulwarin, Lahnvtara), 
(12) P. S. CuANDAua J, (13) P. S. Adamtura ■?,. 

(1) P. S. Bxiaeai ^ (villagos :— Chalha, Tiliaitpur), (2) P. S. 

MlltzATUR IviiiTim ■f‘ J (village •.—Rhttjraioal), (3) P. S. 

2 

„ 5 3 

Chttnae (village ^ Banpa-uhi), (4) P. &*. Ahraura ~y (5) 

P. 8. Cuoi'AN 1. 

(1) P. S. Serai Kiiaja 38, (2) P. S. SrtAUCMNjr (village 

2 


Dandwara Icalan), (3) P. S. Mariahtj 


28 


(villages:— 2Car- 


14 ; 


singhpore, Itnwa, Tarti, Ahmuli, Clntkan), (4) P. S. Ciiand- 
WJn (village: —Bharauti), (5) P. S. Jadaii’UR ~ 

(villagosKasia, Stulnllapur, Ilarpal pafcti, Brasrampur, 
Asapur, Patiahri, Gunvah, Pahriv, Parian), (G) P. S. Kuothan 
S3, (7), P. S. Jauntur 18, (8) P. S. Kerakat 18, ({)) P. S. 
■RAMpmt $ (villages :—IChapra, Dafilpur, JBdvipur, Kibrideh- 
pur) (10) P. H. S ARP AT It A 2. 

(1) P. S, Saidexte GO (village (Serai Yar), (2) P. S. ICASIMA- 

bab (3) P. S. Sadiaead 48 (4) P. S. Birnf ^-(village 
1 3 2 

Tiltora), (6) P. S. Sadat “ (villago :-Bampnr), (G) P. S. 

Ghaziettr (V. Bari Bagh), (7) P. S. KaweMant £5, (8) 

P. S. Maedah y (village :—Mata Bbawan, (9) P. S. Karim- 

od-diotdk -- (villago Kbarahra), (10) P. S. Mohamada- 

EAD 21, (11) P. S. DidDAENAOAR 21,(12) P- S. GahMAR ? 
(villago Bhataura) (13) P. S. Zamania 1 (14) P. S Dhaka- 

dt 

Etna y (village *.—Awaasapui). 


Serial number. 


Sl — « ft. mriMio, of Star «««» ft * ~ S 


■ —— TConvictioa record as § 

i Distribution of tribe, j shown per tbana. 


in Bengal i 


District or state. 


5 Ballia 


23,084 26,51G|... 


16 218 *94 


1 Gorakhpur Divisi on 
Gorakhpur 


82,853 83,904... 1)1S g 65 1,217 1'4 

34,810 34,876 324 0 333 -98 


4 l! 1 


12,000 14,203... 129 1 130 1‘ 


3 Azamgarb 


35,137 34,825.. Ca9 55 754 314 ... 


7 4 4 ... ... 31 


| Fyzab&d Division 
If Fyzabad ... 


25,070 25,439. J 231 4 235 *94j .» 

12,299 12,230... 184 1 185 l*5ol ... 


i it i l 


2 Gouda 

3 Babraicb 

4 Snltanpur 
6 Fartabgarh 


6,264 6,554... 29 

437 707 


29 “46 


2,4-21 2,019... 18 S 21 ... 

3,649 4,019 


1 1 1 


1,87,5821 1,93,615] ..} 2,953] 1 % | 8,014] l’07j 13] 32 29 27 3 13 If 
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together with details of convictions obtained in Bengal against the United Provinces 
the last five years —(concluded). 


.'is shown in District Court Inspector's register. 
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Notes anti remarks as to police-stations and villages in each 
district in the United Provinces in which special 
surveillance is necessary. 


12 


<1) p. s. Sikandbapub .71 (village:—■Mailhinpur), (2) P. S. 
ItAsuAir 30, (3) P. 8. Oi\i< UwAUj^i (village:—Baragaou), (4) 


P. S. IlANSDIll g!L t p. S. Naooua 2J 


Malkhauli), (0) P. S. TJduaon ^ (village Himiatalc, Dnyal- 

4 

7 

pnr, Itajpur), (7) p. g. Pallia -J. (8) P. S. Kobantadiic - - (0) 
P. S. llcoti 2. 

(i) P. S. ltAJltJIOLA 12 , (2) P. S. IlUDAPTIIl 34, (3) P. 8. 

Muhsiala 71, ( |.) p. 8. Kotheuahi 16, (15) P. S, D isoria 13, 
(6) P. S. CnowuA 12, (7) P- 8. Padrannn 14, (8) P. S, 

1 ] 

Tabiiitlwa I t, (0) P. S. ICotvvali _1 (village Mauraklm) 

(10) P. 8. Pt i’Tiaet 13, (11) V . S.Kohia( 11.),(1S) P. S. Bisura- 
J’tmA 10. L’he remainder have all 10 on less convictions 
locally during the last 5 years and now in Bengal and there¬ 
fore not worth taking into account. 

(1) P.S. 1> mi on ATT a 24, (2) P. S. n Alim A 22, (3) P. S, Kotv/am 
1.0, (4) P. 8. Bahsi 1!), (!>) P. S. Pahuatjlia 8. 

72 

(1) P. S. Metxhaoah 10G, (2) P. S. Didamanj — (villager 

Barinrpur, Bhagwnnpur, Tohri, Majhwa), (3) P. S. Mauuajoanj 

to (villages:—Bibiganj, KhahmU, llluulwar, Terahi), (I) P. 8. 

4 

Auraula 62, (f>) P. S. TmtWA — (villagesBangaau, 

5 

HI ohm a l Vanda) (G) P. S. Dkogaon 4G, (7) P. S. Madhubau 

*1? (village:—Luklinnur), (8) P. H. Nizamabad 111 (vil¬ 
li 1 

(>g 

lag as Natliupur, Kailua), (0) P. 8. Guoai A- (villages:— 

5 

24 

Pawaridih, llnjipur, habhni , (10) P. S. IvOTWALI 

(11) P. 8. Mow 24, (12) I’. 8. JmiANAtlAN.1 24, (13) P.8. 

Barba 24. (14) P. S. SAOitr (villages Azmatgarh, 

8 . 6 

Aim'oha), (15) P. (1 aw in unfit 17, (10) P. 8. SiuiAr 

Miu 17, (17) P. 8. Kaniiha I’int (village Jalalpur), 

13 

( 18 ) 1\ ft* MmiAMADAiUT) - (villagos: — Awnnpur, Kan on 

10 

Piarcpur), (10) P. 8 . CuxriAiiot _T (village Gokulpur), (20) 
l\ 8. Dob nl x (village:— Atorsawna), 

(1) P.8. JaTiALPUB 128 (villages:—Udaipur, Avvail, Dnuhitn- 
hail, Tohra, l KaIa ,| ) , Aujarpnr, Uda, Suit an pur, Asapur), (2) 
P. S. TANBA 10, (3) P. 8. Aiieattm 14, (4) P. 8. Bahkiiaw. 
10, (5) P.8. Akbaiujuii 8, (G) P. S. M a mi A10 ah I 0, (7) 
P.’s. KamHAOAR 2. 

(1) P S Sauullanaciar 13, (2) P. S. Atraula 4, (3) P» 8. 
BahuAjUt™ 4, (4) P. s. Bnii’ini 3. 

(1) P. 8. Posti-OR 1G, (2) P. S. IUMTUB 2, (3) P. S 
Jaisinokpob X- 


(village :—Atrauli, 


196 


7a 



Gang dacoity case { n Bard wan, section 400* Indian Penal Code. ^ j Soz ia.1 number* 


( 26 a ) 

UNITED PROVINCES BHUR GA1SGS IMPLICATED IN DACOITIES OK 


Place of occurrence. 


occurrence. villaga. Pol ! ce ‘ 


Description 
of tlie 

case with section. 


Accused persons- 


Residence. | 

Village, 

Police- 

station. 

District, | 


f 12th June Kaniapur Asansol ... 
1896. 

16th Septein- Gobindpur Ditto ... 
1896. 


27th Octo- | Senara... Ragkunatk- 
her ] 896. | pur. 


31st Octo- Fatal ... Asansol „. 
ber 1896. 


29th Novem-i Monokar Ditto 
ber 1896 I Bahai, 
and 29fch 
De cember 
1896. 

10th Decern- Pacliand- Eagkunatli- 
ber 1896- pur. pur. 

14th Decern- Jkingoob Hurd wan,,, 
ber 1896. 


4tli January 
1897. 

9th January 
1897- 


14 th Jan¬ 
uary 1897. 

Ditto ... 


Ditto- ... 


3rd April 
1897. 

2nd May 
1895, 

5tk Mav 
1897. * 

2nd June 
1897. 


6th June 
1897. 


4th J uly 
1897. 


Lakshibati Kampurkab 

Kotaldi Eagkunatk- 
pnr. 

Kuarpur Bolepur ... 


Majheradi Eaghunath- Manbhu 
pur. 

Bonbara Ditto ... Ditto 
Changoli Binapur ... Kidnapt 
Dum Dum Suri ... BLrbhun 
Howada Ansgram... Burdwai 
Tinna ... Pandua ... Hnghli, 

Irkona... Bndbnd ... Burdwai 

Patlabari Nirsa ... Manbhu: 


Burdwan No. 16, dated 13th June 
1896, section 395 
Indian Penal Code. 

Ditto... Nos. 30, 33 and 34, 
dated 17th Septem¬ 
ber 1S96, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Manbhum Nos. , dated 28fch 
October 1896, sec¬ 
tion 395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Burdwan No. 1, dated 1st No¬ 
vember 1896, sec¬ 
tion 395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Ditto No. 29, dated 2Dth 
November 1896, 
Nos. 19, 23 and 24, 
dated 30th Decem¬ 
ber 1896, aoetion 395, 
Indian Penal Code 

Manbhum No., dated lltli Decem¬ 
ber 1806, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Burdwan Nos. 18, 19, 20 and 
21, dated 15th 
December 1896, 
section 395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Birbhum No. 6, dated 5th Janu¬ 
ary 1897, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Manbhum No. 3, dated 10th 
January 1897, 
section 395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Birbhum No. 9, dated loth 
January 1897, 
section 395, Indian 
Penal Coda. 

Manbhum No. 4, dated 15th 
January 1897, 
section 395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Ditto... No. , dated 14th Janu¬ 
ary 1897, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Kidnapur No. 2, dated 4th April 
1897, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code- 

Birbhum No. , dated 3rd "May 
1897, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Burdwan No. 2, dated 6th May 
1897, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Hnghli,,, Nos, 1, 2 and 3, dated 
3rd June 1897, 
section 395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Burdwan No. , dated 6th 
June 1887, section 
395, Indian Penal 
Code. 

Manbhum No. 3, dated 5th 
July 1897, section 
395, Indian Penal 
Code. 


Seogopal, Bhur Dina ... Mirzamu- Mirzamu- Bonaros 

rad. rad. 

Thiuguri, Koer Seodufc ... |Dibto ... Ditto ... Ditto ... 


Parsuttam, Bhur Diua ... Ditto ... Ditto ... Ditto .. 


Skeo Nandan, 
Bhur. 


Seogopal,.. Ditto ... Ditto ... Ditto ... 


Bhungi, Bhur... Seodut Kuru ... Boraigaon Ditto 


Ilarkuran, Bhur 
Amir, Bhur ... 

Satai, Bhur ... 
Mali, Bhur ... 


Prithi ... 
Matain 


Ditto Ditto Ditto ... 

Ditto Ditto Ditto ... 

Ditto Ditto Ditto ... 

Ditto ... Ditto Ditto ... 


Sarup, Bhur ... Ditto „. Ditto ... Ditto ... Ditto 


Bam Harak, 
Bhur. 


Dilesvrar, Bhur 
Seojagat, Bhur 
Jhari Singh ... 
Seonandan Misr 
ICoileswar Stogk 


Seodin ... Ditto Ditto Ditto ... 

Prithi ... Ditto Ditto Ditto ... 

Seodin ... Ditto ... Ditto Ditto ... 

Tliakur ... Pritlnpur Mania ... Ghazipur 


Arjoon ,.. 


Mirzamu- Mirzamu- BonurOH 
rad, rad. 


( 27a ) 

OTHER SERIOUS CRIME IN BENGAL AND ASSAM FROM 1896 TO 1901. 


results. 

Persons not sent up. 



Accused 

persons. 

Residence. 

Remarks. 

Date. 

Period. 

Section. 

District. 

Naina, 

Father’s 

name. 

Tillage. 

Police- 

station, 

I District. 

17 tli Feb- 

Transporta- 

395 and 40C 

, Burdwau,., 

Mathura, Bkui 

Sao Nandar 

Mirzamura 

d Mirzatnura 

d Benares... 


mary 1898 

tion for 

Indian 





lifo. 

Penal Code 








Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Bali, Bhur 

Maugin ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


Ditto ... 

Transport!!- 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Mahosh, Bhur... 

Ram Saran 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 



tion for 10 
year. 









Ditto ... 

Aijuittod... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Bam Dai, Bhur 

Nopal ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


Ditto ... 

Transporta¬ 
tion for 
lifo. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

•logicswar, Bhui 

Soo Tahal 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 




Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ivliofitil, Bhur... 

... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 


Ditto ... 

Transport!!" 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Maliabir, Bhur 

Nepal ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 



tion for .10 







These names 










transpired from 
tho evidence of 

Ditto ... 

Transporta¬ 
tion for 
life. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ivoileswar, Bhur 

... 

Sultnnpur 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

approver Koihm- 
war Singh and 
confessions of 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

liar Pal, Blmr 

... 

Dafulpura 

Rohania 

Ditto 

Jhlnguri lvocr 
and Hoe Naiulfln 

L Misr. No 

other evidence 



Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Bluduil, Bhur... 

Chilturi ... 

Kmu 

Boraigaon 

Ditto .„ 

was obtained to 
, establish the 










identity of 

those men in res- 

Ditto ... 

Transporta- 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ciopal, Bhur ... 

Soodut ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

puotof tho da- 
coitios traced to 


tion for 10 
years. 








the gang. 

Ditto ... 

Transport!!, 
tion for 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Musai, Bhur 

Soo Gopal 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 



lifo, 









Ditto ... 

Acquitted 

Ditto ... 

Ditto „. 

Lodi, Bhur 

Pritlii i*. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 



Transport!!- 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ,,, 

Man, Bhur 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 



tion for 
lifo. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Eitjbant Singh 

... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ,,, 


... 

Approver.,. 

... 

... 

Jangi Singh 

... 

Kowadar,., 

Ditto „e 

Ditto ... 


»♦* 


... 

... 

Duji, Bhur ... 

... 

Tikaitpur... 

TSndohi ... 

Mirzapnr 






Bochu, Bhur ... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Mirmpur 






Rama Bhur ... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 






Kollcswar, Blmr 


Ditto .„ 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 






Dvmrkn, Bhur,„ 

*** 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 






Bahai, Blmr ... 
Sultan, Bhur... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 






»■*» 

Bnlbaipur 

Bampnr ... 

Tnnnpur 






Bam Saran, Bhur 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 






Purna Mashi, 


Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 






Blmr, 

^jodhya, Bhur 

*** 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 






Mahabir Misv... 

Seo Lai 

Parbi ... 

Dildorganj 

Azumgarh J 








Serial number. 


Place of occurrence. 


( 28 a ) 

United Provinces Bhur gangs implicated in dacoitics or 


Date 

of 

occurence. 


T!I1 ‘^' a ™£. DUteict. 


Description 
of the 

case with, section, 


Accused persons. 



3 3 1897 Kadihati Dum Dum I 24-Parga. I No. 1, dated 1st I Mathura Mania, I. Scoraj ... | Kliaprn... | Ham pm 


June 1897, section (Bhur). 

395, Indian Penal Ramdihal, Bhur Chowri 
Code. Mahesh Munia, Bulbul 

(Bhur). 

Baohu Shaikh,.. Gowsa 
Salim Khan ... Sarnser 


, Kathoni 

, Mimmu« I Minuunu 


3 ioci^ pn Pansknra Panskura... Midnapur No. 9, dated 4th Ludhi, Bhur ... Jagu. 

1 ° S7 ‘ April 1897, section 

395, Indian Penal Sarup, Bhur ... Sndhi Ram 
Code. Ganesh. Bhur .. Pnm A. man It i 


Jagu ... | 9angapur | Mirzainu 


Ganesh, Bhur,.. PurnamaBhi I Kumhlia 

Layelc, Bhur ... Jhingoon... 


4 8th Novem- Devoki... Naihati ... 24-Parga- Case No. 8, dated 8th Ganapafc, Bhur, Bisaen 
her 1898. nas. November 1898, alias Raghubir, 

sectiou 395, Indian Bhur. 

Penal Code, 


5 11th April Madhoh- Khardah24-Parga- No. 2, dated 12th Sukdeo, Ahir... Jagu 
1899. pur, nas. April 1899, section 

395, Indian Penal Seo Bharat, Bhur Paltan 
Code. 

Algoo, Bhur ... Thaigu 
Seo Charan, Ahir Jaipal 

Sankar, Bhur Gulel 

Nanku, Bhur... Sukon 


















( 29a ) 

other serious crime in Bengal and Assam from 1896 to 1901—(continued). 


results. 


Persons not sent up. 



Judicial result. 


Accused persons. 

Residence, 


Remarks. 










Date. 

Period. 

Section. 

Dist rict. 

Name. 

Father’s 

namo. 

Village. 

Police- 

station. 

District. 


Slat July 

7 years ... 

395, Indian 

24-Parganas 

Itajibj Klmn ... 


Mirzamurad 

Mirzamuiad 

Benazes 


1897. 

Penal Code. 









Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ram Lai, Bhur 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

These names trana- 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

412, Indian 

Ditto ... 

Mtihosh, Bliur.„ 

, , , 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Penal Codo. 







pi red from the 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Kbusiftl, Bliur.,. 

... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

confession of 
Ram Dihtil alias 

Ditto 

Discharged 


Ditto ... 

Mukul, Bliur ... 

Balkaran, Bhur 

... 

Ditto ... 

Kura 

Ditto ... 
Boraigaon 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

^ 8oo Dilial Bbur 
and no other 
[ evidence was 
obtained, 






Nopura 

Bbelupur 





Cliaturi, Bhur 


ISepura ... 

libel n pur,,, 

Ditto ... 

| 





][arnandau,Hhur 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

] 





Ganpat, lllmr... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

1 





Matbur, Bbur 


Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 


at July 

8 years ... 

412, Indian 

Midnapnr 

1 






1897 


Penal Code, 


\ 





♦These throe persons 

Ditto ... 

Acquitted 

t. • 

Ditto ... 

!■# 





Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

... 

Ditto ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

wore arrested on 
suspicion as they 

1 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


Ditto ... 

j 





were observed mo¬ 
ving about with 
Dudlii, Bhur, to 
whom a portion of 














the loot was 
traced. 

4tli Fobru- 

5 years ... 

412, Indian 

24-Parganas 

parsuttan, Bbur 

Ganpat, Bhur 

Rasulba ... 

Mirzamurad 

Benares 


ary 1899. 

Ponal Codo 

Lalooa, Bhur... 




1 




Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

1 





Bisscsivar, Blmr 
Girdhari, Bbur 


Nawapura 

Bbolupur... 

Ditto ... 

j 





... 

Riluau 

Plmlpur ... 

Ditto ... 

1 







bu mr. 








Somoni, Bbur... 

... 

... 

Mirzamurad 

Ditto ... 

I 

I TbCflcpftTflcmsworo 





Sadula, Bliur... 





| suspected on 





llazuri, Bbur ... 




««i 

| account of their 





Soodoo, Bbur... 
Baudliu, Bbur... 

... 

... 

... 


sudden disap- 
| pearonco from 









j. Cossipur, Gal- 





Pda, Cliamar 




Mf 

j cutta, after tbo 





Azadh Khun 





| arrest of their 





Khuydor Khan 




... 

j associate Gan- 





Gyoioon Khun 




M* 

| pat, Bhur, who 


. 



Musa Khan 





1 was caught with 





Masim Khan ... 





| a portion of the 





NarilE Khan 


Barabanagoi 

Barabanagor 

24-Parga- 

| loot in kiB pos- 








mis. 

j session. 





Asgar Khun ... 
Golam Ilabib 

... 


... 


| 





Khan. 

latif Khan ... 
Jinatb Khan ... 
llazrath Gole., 
Aiuzadh Khan 

|tl 

Gariffa ... 

Naibftli ... 

24-Parga- 

1 

J 



12fcb June 

2 years ... 

457, Indian 

24-Parganas 

... 

... 


.. 


1899. 


Penal Code 





mis. 


Ditto ... 

1| year ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


Ditto 

2 years ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


1*1 



... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto .„ 

... 


... 

... 

... 


23rd June 

1£ year 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


i 

... 

... 

... 


its99. 

Absconder 



*... 





♦♦During the police 









investigation Keo 










Bliarat, Algoo, Seo 
Charon and San- 










kar, Bhur oonfos- 










sod giving tlio 
name of Nankn, 










Bhur, as one of 
thoir accomplices. 


8a 









Serial number. 


( 30a ) 

United Provinces Bhur gangs implicated in dacoities or other 


1 lace of occurrence. 


Judicial 


6 


5 


8 


9 



Date 




Description 

Accused persons. 


ReBidouco, 


of 

occurrence. 




of the 

case with section. 






Village. 

Police- 

station. 

District. 

Name. 

Father’s 

name. 

Village. 

Polioe- 

station. 

District. 

8tb October 


Baraset ... 

24-Parga- 

No, 5, dated 8th Oc- 

Parsnttam, Bhur 

Ganpat ... 

Rusulha 

Mirzamu- 

rad. 

Benares 

1899. 



nas. 

tober 1899, section 
395, Indian Penal 
Code. 

Lalooa, Bhur 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto ... 






Bisseswar, Ahir 

Rameawar 

Monobar 

Barlmpur 

Slmbabad 






Muin Lai, Ahir 

Sankar 

Dum Dum 

Dum Durn 

24-Parga- 









nas. 






Puran, Eahar... 

Aruk 

Dhudalii 

Malmraj- 

Azamgarh 









ganj. 

Ghdzipur 






Bahai alias Jai- 
karan, Bhur. 

Birat ... 

Bodderpur 

Biraro ... 






Lalfcdo, Blrar ... 

Bachu ... 

Cbitkon 

Chanoke 

Jaunpur 





u / \to. 

Jang'oofr Bhur ... 

Itaindin ... 

Naibapur 

Cholalcpur 

Azamgarh 





Magu, Bhur 

Seokaran... 

Mirdebi 

Bikrolo... 

Bcnaros 






Qokul, Bliur ... 

Bamdihal... 

Bissonpur 

Suddor... 

Jaunpur 






Dliani ... 

Clinwlc. 

Balabu... 

Moliwa... 

Muzaffar- 

Nathu, Chamar 









pur. 

11th Jan- 

Bally ... 

Bally 

Howrah 

No. 6 of January 

Ramdeo Misr ... 

Dalloo ... 

Adhikari* 

Boraigaon 

Benares 

uary 1900. 




. 399 

1900, section ——, 

Deolri Nanda 

Hari ... 

ka-pura, 

Bhusalpur 

Cliunar... 

Mirzapur 





402 

Indian Penal Code. 

Tewari. 



Benares 






Bahadur Pande 

Soonandan 

Sayapur 

Bomigaon 






Mahahir Misr... 

Gazadkar... 

Nnuaioba 

Pliulpur 

Ditto 






Bhola, Ahir ... 

Supea 

Scneora 

Jalalpuv 

Jaunpur 






Gati, Keot ... 

IChemon ... 

Anna ... 

A suun garb 

Azamgarh 






Matahadal Gareri 

Tahal ... 

Bamdial- 

Jaunpur 

Jaunpur 






Janki, Bhur ... 

Raradut ... 

Shnbpura 

Boraigaon 

Bcnaros 






Jaggeswar, Bhur 

Mahangi... 

Pancliwara 

Mirzamu* 

rad. 

Ditto ... 






Kateyari, Bhur 

Bahadur 

Kibirdipui 

Eampur 

Jaunpur 






Mina alias 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 






Raghunandan, 

Bhur. 










Maugroo, Ahir 

Angnoo ... 

Baipura 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

30th Jan- 

Mathura- 

Manik Chand 

Maldak... 

No, 3 of January 

Chedi, Bhur 

Sambal ... 

Dulaipur 

Sikrole... 

Bonaros 

uary 1900. 

pur. 



1900, section 395, 
Indian Penal Code. 

Ganesh, Bhur... 

Narain 

Ditto ... 

Ditto... 

Ditto 






Mahesh, Bhur 

Gharboo ... 

Kanodi... 

Ditto,.. 

Ditto 






(senior), 

Barku, Bhur ... 

Sadhu 

Dulaipur 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 






Deosaran, Bhur 

Matlii ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 






Mahesh, Bhur 

Khanoo 

Bansla ... 

Cbnndra- 

Mirzapur 






(junior). 



g.irli. 






Chatoori, Bhur 

Ram Dutt 

Gbarkhara 

Cholapur 

Benares 

5th Febru- 

Algapur 

Hailakandi 

Silcbur 

No. 4 of February 

Tulsi Nunia 

Jaggeswar 

Tari ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

ary 1900. 



(Assam). 

1900, section 395, 

Bhur. 

alias Ma* 








! Indian Penal Code, 

Mohan alias 

thura. 

Ghurbin 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 






Sohan, Bhur. 
Bandhu, Bhur 

Seoraj 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 






Bahu Nanda n 

Subhagu 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 






Singh. 

Singb. 









Bbagu, Bhur,,, 

Dnkhi 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 






Gobaidhan, Ahir 

Sudkoo ... 

Bhartartoo 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 






Kumar alias 
Sita Nunia. 

Nand 

Baerabad 

Jala) pur 

Jaunpur 





* 

Giridhari Kunbi 

Chingun ... 

Joinpur 

Jaunpur 

Ditto ... 

















( 31a } 


serious crime in Bengal and Assam from 1896 to 1901—(coutinued). 


results 

Persons not sent up. 



Judicial result. 


Accused persons. 


Residence. 












Remarks. 

Date. 

Period. 

Section. 

District. 

Namo. 

Father’s 

name. 

Village. 

Police- 

station. 

District. 


27tb March 

10 years ... 

3D5, Indian 

24-Parga- 

Nirhoo, Blmr ... 

Mulai 

Tigri 

Kliotabu... 

Jaunpur 

t These names 

1900. 

Penal Coda. 

nas. 






J transpired from 
f the confessions 











1 of Parsuttam, 

Ditto ... 

5 „ ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Bhola, Blmr ... 

Sukiiu, Bliur 

Dindayal... 

Longha 

Deogaon... 

Azatngarh 

f Bhur, who was 
[ caught in the 
\ act, and no 
i other evidence 



Ditto ... 

10 „ ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


Ml 


••• 

J was obtained. 

Ditto ... 

8 „ .. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

10 „ ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







21st Decent- 

1 year ... 

100, Civil 

Ditto ... 







her 1899- 

Procedure 

Code. 









Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

1 






Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 







Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 







6 th June 

«» 

5 years’ R.I. 

309 and 402, 

Howrah ... 







1900. 

Indian Po¬ 
ll at Code. 









Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto „„ 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

Ditto . 

Ditto 

Ditto 







Ditto ... 

Acquitted 


Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

Ditto 


Ditto ... 







Ditto 

Ditto 

... 

Ditto 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


Ditto 







11th August 
1900. 

Transporta¬ 
tion for 7 

306, Indian 
Penal Code, 

Maldfth ... 

Mnlli, Bhur ... 

Sudhu ... 

Dnlaipur... 

Sikrola ... 

Benares 

1 

These 

transpired “‘■’ m 
the confessi 011 " 1 

Ditto ... 

years. 

Ditto .. 

( 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Sattyan, Bhur 

Duby ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Sanlcar, .Bhur ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


of Clicdi, 

- Qancsh and 

Mo,bosh, Bliur, 


Rasulha 

Mirzftraurnd 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Sumer, Bhur ... 


Gdmrkhora 

CUolapur... 

Ditto 


aiul no other 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Jlumgai, Bhur 

Sital ... 

Rampura . 

Dasasumedh 

Ditto 


evidence was 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Abdul Rahman 

... 

Fyzaliad 

Fyzabad ... 

Fymhftd 


obtained. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







2 2nd May 

1 years ... 

396, Indian 

Assam ... 







1900, 

PonalCode, 








Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto 

10 years ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

1 „ ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

10 yt III 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 







Ditto ... 

7 » ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 







Ditto ... 

10 „ ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


















Serial number 


( 32a ) 

United Provinces Bhur gangs implicated in dacoiti.es or 




Villa S e - station. Di8trict 


10 25th August Sankrail Saukrail ... Howrah Ho. 10 o£ August Khedu, Bhur... Gopal 
1900. 1900, section 

399 _ _ , 

402’ ^ aaiari ™ GI1 ^ Bansi, Bhur ... Raj Pal ... 
Code. 

Bouran, Bhur Nirahoo ... 


Lakfihnn Mirzumu- Benuros 
Soupur. rutl, 

Boraigaon Baraiguon Ditto 
Itampuv. 

Gkagarpur (Rimma- JDitho 
gar). 


11 19th Coto- Natun- Dhaniakhali Hughli... No. 5 of October Qokul, Bhur ... Dhoulat 
her 1900. gram, 1900, soction 395, 

Indian Penal Code. Basti, Bhur ... Tipoo alias' 

Buguto. 

Deoki, Bhur ... Kamosvvar 

Ear Pal, Bhur Paltoo 

Tuna alias Bissoswnr 

Bhola, Bhur. alias Pan- 

elm. 

Enmeswar alias Soo Charan 
JBissos war, Bhur. 

Jaipal, Bhur ... Gopi 
Koileswar, Bhur Balak .., 


Knpihllmrn 

Majhowam 

Marrowli 

Imlika- 


Bohauia Ditto.,, 

Chaulopur Ditto... 
Sikrolo,., Ditto 


Shikari 

Bhikunpur 

ICacli wan 

Mimpur 

Bholupur 

Borhani 


Phulpur 


Eohania Ditto 


Kachwan 

Mimpur 

Bholupur 

Mimmu- 

rad. 


Mimpur 


Bonaros 


3rd Janu- Chanoke Bftrrakpar 24-Parga- No. 1, dated 3rd Jagrnp, Bhur Tokoo 

- .Torinniin 1 nr>A_- 


ary 1901 


January 1900, sec¬ 
tion 392, Indian 
Penal Code. 


Bidoshi, Bhur Chirlcut 
Deaj, Bhur ... July 
Mahangoo, Bhur Juggesar 


Teralii,,, Maharaj- Azam gar h 
ganj. 


Ditto.,. Ditto,.. Dito... 

Ditto.,, Ditto.., Ditto,., 

Tenui ... Ramnugar Ditto .. 


13 13th Octo- „BaIliganj Balliganj,.. Calcutta 
her 1901. 


No. 3, dated 13 th Mahabir, Bhur 
October 1901, sec¬ 
tion 395, Indian 

Penal Code. Mangal, Bhur.., 

Nithori, Bhur 
Jaggessar, Bhur 
Parsuttam, 

Blntr alias 
Ram Sarup. 
Gazadkar, Bhur 

Samessar, Singh 
Magru, Bhur ... 


Seomhar... Chausft,., Chamlra Mimpur 


Chattoo .. 
Joon 

Seodin .. 


Jagar Deo 
Iswari 


Basant, Bhur... Jahir 


Bhnlan, Bhur,,. 
Gokul, Aliir ... 
Jagrup, Bhur... 

Bhikiii’i, Bhur 
Pancham, Bhur 


Nopal 
Bhowan 
Seo Pal ... 

Seo Pal ... 
Situ 


Damn, Bhur.., Bachman 


Budho, Bhur 
Parmcswar, Bhur 


Jhagru ... 
Seo Nurain 


Dangir- Bholupur Benares 

sarai. 

Basari... Boraigaon! Ditto .. 

Basupura Rampura | Jaunpur 

Boraigaon Boraigaon Bonaros 


Easulha Mirzamu- 
rad, 

Thapopura Ratnpur 
Mi mm u- Mirzamu- 
vad. rad. 

Koili ... Ditto ... 


Ditto... 
Mariapura 
Mahima- 

piu'. 

Ditto ... 
Mirzamu- 
rad. 

Cbowrika- 

tolah. 

Chowra 

Ealipur 


Ditto „. 
Ilaroata 
Boragaon 

Ditto .„ 
Mirzamu- 
rad, 

Bhadohi 

Chandi,.. 

Kachwa 


Ditto ... 

Jaunpur 

Benares 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 
Jaunpur 
Benares 

Ditto... 
Ditto s> , 

Mimpur 


1 









( 33a. ) 

other serious crime in Bengal and Assam from 1896-1901—(concZucZed). 


results. 

Persons not sent up. 



Judicial results. 


Accused persons. 


Kesidcnco. 












Bemarks. 

Date. 

Period. 

Section. 

Distriot, 

Name. 

Bather’s 

name. 

Tillage. 

Po’ice- 

station. 

District. 


3rd Novem- 

Acquitted 

399 and 402, 

1 

H<mali 

Budku, Bhur... 

1 

1 

Bbanpura 

Boraigaon 

Benares 

1 

her 1900. 


Indian Pe- 





1 These persona 



nal Code. 







1 were Euspected 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Kazan., Bhur... 


Amonia 

Eamnagor 

Ditto... 

k being the asso- 


Ditto 




(Hampura), 


ciates of tho 3 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ham Sarup, Bhur 

Soodin 

Boraigaou 

Boraigaon 

Ditto ... 

arrested. 





Hliola, Bliur ... 

ltamphal 

Harsupura 

Mimmurad 

Ditto 

J 





Uudku, Paai ... 

Sunnoo ... 

Banva ... 

Boraigaon 

Ditto... 

10th Jnnu- 

8 years ... 

395, Indian 

Hnghli 

Jliimnl, Bhur... 





1 

ary 1901. 


Penal Code. 






1 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

7 years ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Sukhoi, Bhur ... 

Sital, Bhur ... 

... 

Barhani ... 
Biuilcot ... 

Mirzamurad 

Mirzamurad 

Benares 

Benares 

| These names 

| transpired out 
| of the oonfes- 

... 

Qliagnrpiir 

Kumpur ... 

Jaunpur 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Bndhu, Bhur... 

Narain, Bhur ... 

... 

Bunlcot ... 
Bankot 

Mirzamurad 

Mirzamurad 

Benares 

Benares 

j sious of Qokul, 

| Basti, Jaipal, 

J. Koiloswar, 
I-Iarpal and 

* 

Gliagarpur 

1Umpur ... 

Jaunpur 










Tuna Bhur 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Bliola, Bhur ... 

... 

IM 


... 

and no other 
evidence was 
obtained. 

Ditto ... 

Dilto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Sumer, Blmr, 

Bamnawar, 

Muudadoo 

Bohania ... 

Benares 






alias Ham 
Sunder, Bhur, 

Bhur. 





Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

i 



lit 



Bth Folu’U- 

2 years 

409, 392 ' 

21-Piicgo.- 







ary 1901. 

tuul 114, 
Indian Pe¬ 
nal Code. 

uas. 









Ditto 

11 years 

Ditto ... ; 

Ditto. 







Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 







Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto, 







21st Dqcoiiv 

Discharged 

109, Criminal 

24-Parga- 







her 1901. 

Procedure 

Code. 

nas. 








Ditto ... 

Ditto „. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto. 







Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 







Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

. Ditto, 




h 



Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto f .. 

Ditto. 




1 

! 



Ditto ... 

Ditto (i( 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 







Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 







24th Jana. 

7 years ... 1 

395, Indian 

Ditto. 







ary 1902. 

Penal Code. 








Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Dit’o. 







Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto. 







Ditto 

Acquitted 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 







Ditto ... 

7 years ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto, 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

IHto. 







Ditto 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 







Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 





i 



9a 












Serial number. 


( 34a ) 

Up Country Bhur r/angs implicated in daeoitm, (Ik, 



Place of occurrence. 

Village. 

Police. 

station. 

District. 


Description Accused pc 

irBOlW. 

Ke.siib'uco, 

of the , , 



case with aectioa. 



Name. 

Father's 

..... „ Police* 


name. 

° hUUou* 


14 26th June Ulipur,,. Haripal ... 
1903. 


Hughli... Soction 395, Indian - Gan put, Bhur, | M a n g o o, | Ranulha 
Penal Code. alias Sam pat; 

ICurmi. 

Thakur Singh,., 


Mathura, Ch it. S 
inar. 



Jagrup, Dhoba Glmmandi Bitrduba 
Anurup, Dhoba Ram Kumar Bitalpura 


Kuo Paroli 


Mirxapnr 


Joya, Bhur 

Mangal, Bhur, 
alias Jaugli, 

Bhur. 

Sulcram, Bhur Jugal 
Durbari, Bhur,,. Porsad. 
Gholab, Sheikh Kftru 


Honaro* 

Mimpur 

Chundwakl Ditto 

Howrah 


r 35 20th March Bhndrakali Serampur... Hughli,.. Case No. 25, dated Parni, Bhur , Palak 
1903. 20th March 1902. 

Section 395, Indian 
Penal Code, 

Serampur Police* Jaggoo, Bhur.., Ganpat 


TJpendra, Lohar Sastirarn 
Ridoy, Lohfir „, Madan 



Soarha,,, Kcndrapur 

Ammgavh 

Indrapur Ditto 

Ditto 

Sapuria- Bissonpur 

Bankura 


Pande alias 
J'umban, Sheikh. 

Parma, Lohdr,.. 
















in Bengal and Assam from 1896 to 1903. 


( 85a. ) 


results. 


Judicial results. 


Persons not sent np. 


Accused persons. 


Residence. 


____—-- —-——_— _ Remarks. 

Date. Period. Section. District. Name. ^natne 8 Village. station" District, 














Serial number. 


( 36a ) 


Cases traced to tlie gang. 


(No. 16.) 2i-Pav gams’ Gang Dacoity case s till 



Place of occurrence. 


Police-station. District. 


Offence as astal) 
Sections of law lished on local 
under which verification by 
reported. a judicial 
officer. 


1 September 1900 

2 let October 

1900. 

3 Ditto ... 

4 18th October 

1900. 

6 5th April 1902 

6 12th April 1902 

7 3rd May 1902 

8 11th May 1902 

9 30th August 

1002. 

10 1st November 

1902. 

11 10 th November 

1902- 

12 28th November 

1902. 

13 December 1902. 

14 22 nd December 

1902. 

15 23rd December 

1902. 

16 1st January 

1003. 

17 Ditto 

18 23rd January 

■■ 1903. 

19 3rd March 1903 

20 l9fch March 

1003. 

21 1st April 

1903. 

22 24th April 1903 


Mur gi pur 
Mela. 

Naskarpur ... 
Ditto 

Kalikapur ... 


Khardah ... 24-Parganas Not reported 


Tollygung ... Ditto 


Ditto ... 
Pangsa ... 


Dabirpara ... Domjore ... 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Faridpur ... 


Ditto ... 


Khardah ... 24-Parganas 


395, Indian 
Penal Code. 
Ditto ... 
Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 


Belgachia ... Domjore ... Howrah ... Ditto 


Chandanagore French 

Naksapura ... Khoksa. ... 

Garb para ... Kotowali 

Lakhipore ... Koranigunj,., 


Territory 


Mymansingh 


Ditto ... 


Ditto ... 


Ditto ... 
Ditto ... 
Ditto ... 


Gholagarh ... 
Simlagarh ... 
Gholagarh ... 


Khannyan ... 


Hughli ... ] Ditto 


Ditto ... 
Ditto ... 


Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto . . 


Ditto ... Not reported 


Tiltagarh ... Barrackpur , 24-Parganas 


395, Indian 
Penal Code. 
Ditto ... 


Narayanpur 

Belgliaria 


Kotowali 


Hughli ... Ditto 


Baranagar ... 24-Parganas 


22 24th April 1903 Mohcshtola... Tollygunj Ditto ... 

23 2Gth April 1903 Baruipura ... Baraugar „. Ditto ... 

24 19th May 1903 Silluak Domjore ... Howrah ... 

25 24th May 1003 Sintbi Baranagar ... 24-Parganas 

2G Hay 1903 ... 


457, Indian 
Penal Code. 
395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

394, Indian 
Penal Codo. 

395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Ditto 


Matkole ... Dum Dura 


Ditto ... Ditto 


27 2ad June 1903 Nawdapore... Baranagar ... Ditto ... 


Ditto 


Ditto ... 


Ditto 


29 18th June 1903 Bowreah ... Ulubaria ... Howrah ... 

30 21st July 1903 Aldihi ... Asausol ... Buidwan ... 

01 24th July 1903 Sujapore ... Golsi ... Ditto ... 


32 2Glb July 1903 


Sujapore ... 
Shalkpur 


Ditto ... 


33 31sfc July 1903 Hardeypore.,, Tollygunj 24-Parganas 


34 July 1903 

35 Ditto 


Hossaiuabasar 
Palpara 
Ichlabasar ... 
Budra ... 


Polba 
Baranagar 
Burdwan ... 



Hughli „ 
24-Parganas 
Burdwan 
Ditto 
Hughli 


Miduapur 


392, Indian 
Penal Code. 

380, Indian 
Penal Code. 

395, Indian 
Peual Codo. 

457, Indian 
Penal Code. 

395, Indian 
Penal Code. 

457, Indian 
Penal Code. 

395, Indian 
Penal Code, 

Not reported, 
Ditto ... 
Ditto 
Ditto 


{•Not yet veri¬ 
fied. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Bobbery 


1. Situram, Bhur... Bhaivo ... 

2. Lachlmmn, Cl)a- IlaiURraj 

mfir. 

3. Bhagalu, Bhur dhnrbin ... 

4. Cliuturi, Bhur... OluiUoo ... 

5. Bliola, Bhur Ifunuraj 

G. Jagput, Blmr ... Ditto 

7. Mothuva, Bhur Tlmrialc „. 

8 . Gazadhor, Kuubi Budliu 

0. Musai, Bhur ,,, Gungu „. 

10 . Kcdar, Bhur ... Ramdelml ... 

11. Pournanmsi, Bluu Jlmlai 

12 . .Tatan, Bhur Illuiroy 

13. Harnavnin, Bhur Hainpat 

14. Kristo alias Bug pal 

Bliola, Blmr. 

15. Bamdeo, Bhur,,, Satai ... 

16. Indra, Bhur ... Bamdihal ,,, 

17. Sunder, Bhur Jlmra ... 

18. Mohftngi, Bhur Itamjitan 

19. Moliip, Pasi ... Bhundai 

20. Bouram, Bhur,,, Jlutgu, ... 

21 . Lodhi, Bhur Dulclii 

22. Mangal, Pasi Fagoo 

23. Sukumar, Bhur Sukrams 

24. Ganpal, Pusi ... Bainkuinar ... 


25. Packain, PM 

26. Suknandan , 

27. Jhangi, Pstsi 

28. Gojai, Pasi 

29. Ivlt)sen, Pasi , 

30. Jogi, Bhur 

31. Nahari, Bhur 

32. Mahabir, PM 


33. Mathura, Cbamtir Shoopal 

34. Bisson, Bhur ... Kant 

35. Jagnandan, Blmr Dooki 

36. Jogemvar, Kahvari Bohari 

37. Kalis, Bhur Debidin 


38, Sumora, Sheikh Man 


Bainkuinar . 
Soopal 

Bam Avatar . 
Biicliha 
Pochaiu , 

Nikoot 

Jogcnwar „ 
Shoopal ,, 


l/Jke 3Q£S November 1903. 






( 37a ) 


under police investigation. 


dato, i e., 30tb November 1903. 


Absconders, 



TJ ' 

CD r O 

H £ 










eta 1 










°l 



Residence. 





Residence. 


ce ° 

£ *** 
g s 










Remarks. 



|H 

Name. 

Father’s 




% s 


Village. 

Police-station. 

■ 

name. 

Villago. 

Police- 

station. 


o 




BiH 






o 6 

g S-l CB 
< 


Sahansapora 

Mirzamurad 

Benaros „. 

1. Kailoner, Bbur 

'I 









In the Pondicherry French Jail having 

boon con- 



Panditpore 

Rolmesia 

Ditto ••• 

2, Bisseswer, Bhur 

J- victed in a dacoifcy case, 
i 




Pavagporo 

Mirzamurad 

Ditto 

3. Niamat, Darzi... 

1 

J 






Basm 

Baragaon ... 

Ditto 

4. Mulca, Bbur ... 


Burki ... 

Mirzamurad 

Benaros 

) Are eaid. to bo confinoil 








> in their district jail. 

Cbandupura 

Mirzamurad 

Ditto ... 

5. Bhusi, Bbur ... 

Jokban ,.. 

Do. 

Ditto .„ 

Ditto ... 



jjitto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

(3. Bandliu, Bbnr... 

Mukha 

Do. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto... 

Rs. 50 


Mokimapur 

Boregaon ... 

Ditto ... 

7. Budu, Bbur 

Jokban ... 

Do. 

Ditto 

Ditto... 

,» B 


Burki 

Mirzamurd... 

Ditto 

8. Narayau, Bbur 

Sampat ... 

Bankat ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto... 

,, co 

Of tlm persons 








arrested up to 

Sicun 

Ckoukoyporo 

Ditto 

9. Juglal, Bbur 


Lobardib... 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

.. 5 

dato, No. 3, 
Bhagalu, Bbur, 

Mokimapur 

Boregaon 

Ditto ... 

10. Ramsarup, Bbur 

Mi 

Sanhi ... 

Chouboyporo 

Ditto 

„ B 

No. 15, Iiam- 
deo, Bbur, 

Miwarar... 

Mirzamurad 

Ditto ... 

11. Ramliil, Bbur ... 

... 

Rasulha ... 

Mirzamurad 

Ditto ... 

„ 5 

No. 1G, Indra, 
Bbur, and 

Kundi ... 

Boregaon ... 

Ditto ... 

12. Jaggoo, Bbur ... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto 

Ditto... 

„ 5 

No. 17, Similar, 
P.bnr. and 

Bankofc ... 

Mirzamurad 

Ditto ... 

13. Potam, Bbur ... 


Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

5 

No. 82, Malia- 
liir, l’asi con¬ 
fessed and out 
of their con- 

Sheokapura 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

14. Maghai, Bhur... 

Ml 

Labordih... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

„ c 

Majlapur,,. 

Ditto ... 

Ditto ... 

1C, Harnandan, Pilsi 

... 

Matka 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

„ 5 

fessions tho 
names of the 

Khajuri ... 

Ditto 

. Ditto ... 

10. Jagmoban, Pilsi 

... 

Morohoari 

Kachwa ... 

Mirzapur 

G 

gang men 
transpired. 

Borogaou... 

Boregaon. ... 

Ditto ... 

17. Biudra, Pusi 


Sosari 

Kotowali... 

Ditto ... 

„ G 


Jamua „. 

Kaolnva ... 

Mivzapur... 

18. Blmlandar, Pusi 

... 

Sonata ... 

Suriawa ... 

Ditto ... 

n S 


Chowban,,. 

Sui'innn 

Ditto 

19. Timmal, Pdsi ... 

... 

Goksari ... 

Kotowali... 

Ditto ... 

„ G 


Anna 

Bliadobi 

Ditto 

20. Manbodb, Bbur 


... 


... 

•••» 


Kachwa ... 

Kachwa ... 

Ditto ... 

21. Oiridbari, Bhnr 


... 


... 

«•* 


Phangar... 

Suriawa 

Ditto 

22. Ghorbin, Kliatik 


... 


... 

... 


Pkunapur 

Bhodoiii 

Ditto 

23. Jangli, Dhobi ... 


... 


... 

«t • 


Sorsepura 

Aurai 

Ditto ... 

24 Angnoo, Bbur... 

*•1 

... 

... 

... 

1*1 


Dkarpara... 

Qopiganj ... 

Ditto 

25. Kailonwar, Bhur 
11. 

2(5. Tunnii, Bbur ... 


... 

... 

... 



Bela 

Suriawa 

. Ditto 

II* 

... 

Ill 

... 

Ml 


Morh .„ - 

Bhodoiii 

Ditto 

27. Gokul, Bbur ... 


... 

l*» 

... 



Marckowari 

1 itto ... 

Ditto ... 

28. Suklra, Bhur 


... 

HI 

... 



Dbangar... 

Suriawa 

Ditto ... 

29. Gajadhor, Bbur 


Ml 

III 

... 

Ilf 


Moi ... 

Bhodoki 

Ditto ... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

<#* * 


Barduhn 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

... 


... 


... 

M* 


Gorikadi 

Aurai ... 

Ditto ... 

... 


... 


... 

Iff 


Ckkandoak 

Chandoak 

Jaunpnr 

... 

DM 

... 


... 

Iff 


Hariakapura 

Rarnpur ... 

Ditto ... 

... 

III 

... 

Ill 

... 



Sureoi ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto 

... 

... 

... 

III 

... 

Ilf 


Sultdnpur 

Kerakot 

Ditto 


Ill 

Mi 

Ml 

... 

Ml 


Ranimore 

Sbabganj ... 

Ditto „. 

... 

IO 

... 

Ml 

... 

III 


Coasipore... 

Cossipore ... 

Calcutta 

... 


... 

Mi 


Ml 



10A 


R, s. MUKARJI, 
Chief Inspector, 
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Number of Bhura of the following districts 


Date, 

District, 

Number 

n £i 

are concerned in tho following eases 

01 

cases. 

Benares. 



Ghazi- 

pur. 

Azam- 

gark. 

96 to 97 ... 

... 

Burdwan gang dacoity 
case. 


26 

6 

4 

1 

... 

31sfc May 1897 

... 

24-Parganas 

... 

i 

13 


... 

... 

... 

3rd April 1897 

... 

Hidnapur 


i 

3 

... 

1 

... 


8fch November 1898 

... 

24-Parganas 


i 

10 

... 

... 

... 

... 

lltli April 1899 


Ditto 

... 

i 

2 

... 

... 

1 

1 

8th October 1899 


Ditto 


i 

S 

... 

3 

1 

3 

lltli January 1900 


Howrah ... 


i 

2 


2 

Ml 

... 

30th ditto 

901 

Malda ... 


i 

11 

1 

... 

Ml 

... 

5th February 1900 

... 

Silehur ... 

... 

i 

4 

... 

... 


... 

29th October 1900 


Huglrii ... 

9M 

i 

10 

1 

m 

IM 

... 

25th August 1900 

... 

Howrah ... 

... 

i 

H 

... 

Um 


■ a. 

3rd January 1901 


24-Pa rg an a 8 


i 

1 

... 

H 


4 

18th October 1901 


Calcutta ... 


i 

10 

4 


|M 

... 

26th June 1903 


Hughli ... 

Ml 

i 

2 

3 

... 

II* 

Ml 

20th March 1903 


Ditto 


i 

... 

... 

... 

1 


1900 to 1903 

M. 
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STATEMENT OF ACCUSED PERSON. 

Behari Singh, June 1th , 1897. 

Before Babe Rajaei Nath Chaterjee, D. M. 

Question. —What do you want saying ? 

Answer. —We committed dacoity at first at Govindapnr, on the west of Asansol; 
secondly, at Fulbaria; two or three months after at Kharakpur, district Midnapur. 
After this, we went in this month, on coming from home, to the east of Burdwan, 
32 Icos (24 miles) off and committed dacoity in a honse. We got nothing in this. 
We returned. There is a chati or serai, leaving three stations from Burdwan, where 
from a shop of a bania we took rice and pulse and cooked and ate. At nightfall 
we set out from there. On going we lay down under a tree. At ten in the night 
we committed dacoity in his house. I can show that village and the man's house. 
We were 15 or 16 people. The others have run away. We are S people. 

Question. —Name all those people. 

Answer.' —Sarup, Ram Ivaran, Sitaram, Rom Sebak, Ram Bakas, Bhungi, 
Kuber, those six are present. Seo Gopal, Passutak, Soo Nandan, and the others, 
whose names I do not know, and whom I can show, have run away. 

Question. —When and where did you last commit dacoity ? 

Answer. —Day before yesterday, kos (5 miles) off Mankar, on the west of 
Burdwan. 

Question. —Who and who wore in that dacoity? 

Answer. —These seven peoplo and mysolf: and the other seven people have 
run away. 

Question. —You committed dacoity at ton, night before last, how did you do it ? 

Answer. —On going and foroibly pushing the front door six peoplo got in and 
I remained outside. Those people came out taking properties and then wo went 
and came to the Mankar station. Wc reached at 8 in the morning. We ate and 
drank at a halvai’s or confectioner’s shop thore. The chaukidar or watchman and 
the sepoy or constable camo and arrested us 8 peoplo. Some properties are with 
us. The rest have been taken away. They ran away that very moment. 

Question. —How was the gang formed ? 

Answer. —I was servant, chaprasi or peon under Madhu Roy Babu. I was 
staying at the kachari at Ranch Bainia. Those seven people and those who have run 
away were working in the coal pit at Disragar. I came to market. X cultivated 
acquaintance of those people in tho market. Those people said, 5 or 7 days after, 
li come, dacoity will have to be committed at one place.” I thon went. We com¬ 
mitted dacoity in throe houses at Govindapnr. Wo got few things, ornaments, thala 
hati (metallic vessels), clothes. These wo dividod amongst ourselves. I can show 
where and where wo committed dacoity , 

Question.—Do you know that I am not daroga (Police Sub-Inspector) and 
that I am hakim magistrate j and havo you made the statement knowing it to bo 
such or not ? 

Answer. —Yes. 

Question.— Havo you made these statements voluntarily or not ? 

Answer. —Yes, I have spoken voluntarily. 

Question.— Did any policeman or anybody induce or oppress you or not ? 

Ansiver. —Nobody induced or oppressed. 

Question.—What are the articles of your dacoity ! 

Answer.— These two gadad silk cloths (exhibits A and B); this white cloth 
(exhibit C) and this 11 annas pice. 

Question,— Which dacoity are these the properties of? 

Answer .—Properties of the dacoities wo committed day before yesterday. 

QueMion.— Where are the properties of the other dacoities ? 

Answer.— We sold for food. 


(Sd.) BEHARI SINGH. 
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The statement of Behari Singh, aged about 37 years , made before me, C. I isheji, 
Esq., Magistrate of the 1st class f at Burdwan, on the 22nd day of June 1807. 

My father’s name is Ajan Singh $ I am by caste Chhatri Paltur, and by occu¬ 
pation cultivation j nay home is at mauza Bhora, thaiia Julpur, district Be intros* I 
reside at Barbolin, Asansol. 

Q. —What have you to say ? 

A. —I am the darwan of Madhu Boy of Belrai. I oame to this country about 
eleven months ago, from Benares district. A man named Ram Lai, Gowala, advised 
me to come down here to get work. I came alone first of all to Kond.ua* I got no 
employment there. Then I went to Sactnoria and Deshergarh, There I met a man 
named Hari Panday, a servant under my master Madhu Roy, and he got me employ¬ 
ment at Parboli. After I had been there a month or so I got to know some up- 
country men frequenting the Deshergarh Sanctoria hat. Sheo Naudon Mis sir, 
Nageswar Singh and Bhangi Bhar and Jhari Singh first suggested the commission 
of dacoities. He formed a gang consisting of the above four men and Duji Bhar, 
Bechu Bhar, Seogopal Bhar, Parsotam Bhar, Ram Saran Bhar, Dlrabid Bluir, Sita- 
ram Bhar, Kuber Bhar, Ramsebak Bhar, Ram Bus Bhar, Mahabir Misak, Sarup 
Bhar and others, in all about 25 or 26 men. 

All of these men, except Mahabir Missir, were employed at the Deshergarh 
Colliery. Mahabir was employed at Ohotoduma as a servant. Nageswar Singh wan 
the leader of our gang and Skeonandan Jhari and Bhangi were tho chief men of the 
gang under him. We used to meet in the houses of Nageswar or Jharo or Sheo- 
nandan, all inhabitants of Deshergarh. 

In Kuar the first daooity took place at the village of Govindpur. The lenders 
of the gang took us to Govindpur to commit dacoity. When me went on dacoities 
we used to take lathies and axes and dynamite cartridges. Shoonandan, Jhari and 
Nageswar used to supply the dynamite. I think they used to get tho dynamite 
from the collieries where they worked. We used to take ‘ dubri, ’ lumps, burning 
kerosine oil. The first dacoity was at Govindpur; all the men I have mentioned 
went to the Govindpur dacoity. We committed three dacoities on Govindpur that 
night. 

The next dacoity was at Phulberia, alias Patal. All the men I have named 
went to commit that dacoity. That was in last Aswan. Tho leaders I have named 
took us to commit the dacoity. At Phulberia we only committed one dacoity. We 
used dynamite both at the Govindpur dacoities and at the Phulberia dacoity. In 
Magk last we went to the Purnea district to the Kalaichandi’s mela and we commit¬ 
ted two dacoities in the night, one at the village I think called Lalgarh and one in 
another village whose name I don’t know. I have recently boon to those two 
villages with the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Ranigunge, and I pointed out the houses 
where we committed those dacoities. In Baisak we committed dacoity near Karak- 
pur in the Midnapur District in one house. 

We went to the Hughli district to a village near Khanynn station. I forget 
the name of the village, but I have recently been there with the Sub-Deputy of 
Ranigunge and I pointed out to him the three houses where we committed dacoities 
that night. After that we committed a dacoity in Budbud Dkema, in Burdwan dis¬ 
trict, at a village of which I do not know the name, but I have recently been there 
with the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Ranigunge and I pointed out the place to him. 
There we committed dacoity in one house only. After that dacoity 8 of us were 
caught at the Mankar station with the property which we had looted. 

The two dacoities iu Manbhum district near Kalaicbandi were committed by 
Behari Bhar, Duji Bhar, Seogopal Bhar, Parsotam Bhar, Bhangi Bhar, Ram Bux 
Bhar, Ramkarai Bhar, Dhubri Bhar, NagesWar Singh, Jhari Singh, Sheonandan 
Missir and others whose names I forget. 

Parsotam was wounded on the back of his thigh by an arrow fired my one of the 
villagers. The next dacoity that we committed in Midnapur district was committed 
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by Bhangi Bkar, Ram Baksh, Ram Narain, Sitaram Bhar, Samp, Ram Sebuk 
Kuber, Becliu, Duji, Sheogopal, Parsotam, Dkubri. 

These men committed the dacoity. 

[On being prompted he adds:] 

Also Skeonandan Missir, whose name I forget. At the three dacoities near 
Kanyan station in Htighli district the above same persons were present. The 
same men also committed the dacoity at Bud Bud elaka. 

Nageswar Singh has formed another gang of dacoits, but he waB present with 
our gang at the dacoity at Govindpur, Phulberia. The two iu Purulia district—He 
has not been with us to the other dacoities I have mentioned. 

I have not heard the names of the members of the new gaug that Nageswar 
Singh has formed. 

We went to the Govindpur dacoity by road vid Radkanagar, and we collected 
in a paddy field to the south of Radhanagar. We started for the Govindpur dacoity 
from Deshergarh which is above 3J koa from Govindpur. We started about 7 p. m. 
at the Govindpur dacoities, We broke open some 5, 7 or 8 boxes, wooden boxes and 
tin boxes. I brokeopen the outer door that leads into the three houses that we looted 
that night, and then I kept watch at the door. Bhaugi was the man who broke open 
the boxes. I got 1 silver hasuli, and one silver baju. I sold them to Rageswar Singh 
for Rs. 12. We went to the Pliulheria dacoity vid Kendna and Neamatpur. We 
started from Deshergarh about 6 or 6‘30 p. m. We got to Phulberia about 9 or 10 p.m. 
It is about 3 or 3| hos from Deshergarh. Just as we got to Phulberia and were 
sitting smoking, about 1 mile from Phulberia on the bridge of a railway siding, a 
man passed us. Be had a lantern in his hand. We did not speak to him. "We 
should have beaten him if he had spoken to us. I broke opon the door of the house 
we attacked, I went inside and then came out and kept watch. A man on the top 
of the house dropped a stone down on to Sarup who fell down. We picked him 
up and farmed him and took him away, about 1| hos away, and then ho recovered. 
Bhangi broke opon an iron safe with the axe which he had brought with him. We 
found an iron hammer which Bhangi also used to break open the safe. 
Some oil fell and the house oaught fire, with the oil. There was nothing inside the 
iron safe. I got a piece of cloth from that dacoity. I had a sheet made out of that 
piece of doth. Rageswar 4 Singk made the sheet for me. The seven men who escaped 
from Manlcar took that sheet away. Some of tho properties were tied up in it. For the 
Purnea dacoities wo just went to the Kolai Chandi mela, which is about 5 kos from 
Deshergarh ; we went by foot. We left Dishergark about 2 p. m, Wo got to Kolai 
Chandi about 9 p.m. We stopped to smoke on the road. The first house wo 
attacked was a little more than 1 milo from Kelai Chandi. N ages war and Sheo 
Randan climbed over tho wall of that house and opened the door from the inside, 
I went inside. Wo found that thero was no property and then wo ran away. The 
inmates ran away and the villagers did nothing. Then we went to the other 
village, about 2 koa away, to the north. 

Rageswar and Skeonandan climbed over the wall and opened the door from 
the inside and then wo entered. We took out straw from the thatch and lit it with 
matches that Bhangi and Nageswar had brought. The inmates ran out through a 
door on the south, a woman of the house gave me the key of a wooden box, which 1 
opened. I found Rs. 30 or Rs. 40 in that box and some clothes. I got Rs. 2-4-0 as 
my share and a little bit of cloth. One of the villagers fired an arrow which hit 
Parsotam in the leg. Parsotam pulled it out, and he only suffered a small wound 
About 10 or 12 days after that dacoity, the police of Purnea district came and took 
away Thori Singh, and on this we all dispersed to our homes in Benares, as we 
were afraid. A month or so afterwards Bhangi and Sarup came to my house in 
Benares zilla and aBked me to come back to commit some more dacoities. Bhangi 
told us to assemble at Moghalserai. On the 3rd day I came to Moghalserai Bhangi, 
Saxup, Ram Sehak, Ram Karan, Sitaram, Ram Buksh, Kuber, Sheo Nandan, Becku, 

1U 
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Duji, Parsotam, Sheo Gopal, Dhubri and two others, whose names I don't remember, 
all assembled at Moghalserai. 

We all took tickets to Howrah. We paid Rs. 6-2-0 each for our tickets. 
We all took tickets separately. We then went on foot to Uluberia, Thence we 
went to a place called Kharakpur in Midnapur district. We crossed 3 or 4 
rivers on the way, the Damodar and the Rupsiaram. They are making a new 
railway at Kharakpur. Bhangi had some friends at Kharakpur and wo went to their 
house. They were at work on the railway construction. There were 3 of them, 
I don't know their names. We arrived there about 10 A. m, and about 9 P.M. 
we all, including the above and friends of Bhangi, started fora village about If 
Jcos away. Parsotam had brought an axe and ho cut up some bamboos we 
found lying in a field neaT the village, and made lathies of them. The bouse we 
attacked had been burnt before this and the doorposts bad also been burnt and 
Sheo Nandan aud Sarup pushed the door open. We found an iron safe in the 
house. Bhangi broke it open with an axe. We found 10 or 5 currency notes and 
Rs. 300 or 400 in cash inside the safe. We took no other property. I got two 
Rs. 10 currency notes and Rs. 17 cash. We ail came back to the house of Blmngi'a 
3 friends and there we had a quarrel about dividing the loot. Some of us had got 
money which they did not produce for division and so their was a quarrel. In the 
dark morning, about 5 A. H., I came away by myself by the line, railway extension, 
on foot* I came up to Deshergarh. It took me 5 or 6 days to walk it. I came 
alone all the way. I don’t know what happened to the rest of my party, I then 
fell ill and went home again to Benares zilla. I sold the two notes in Benares town 
to a shop-keeper. I gave a false name to the shop-keeper. I forget what name I 
gave. I remained at home about 1 month. Then Bhangi came again to my house 
and told me to come and commit some dacoities. After 2 days I came down alone 
to Sitarampur. Bhangi told me to go there to collect some more men. The 
next day Bhangi, Sarup, Sitaram, Ram Sebuk, Ram Kanai, Ram Baksh, Ember, 
Sheo Gopal, Parsotam, Dhubri, Sheo Hand an, Beohu, Dhnji and two others, 
whose names I forget, came to Sitarampur. Sixteen of us in all. All of these, 
except myself, came down by one train and I met them. Six got out at Sitarampur, 
the rest went on in the train to Khanyan station. I and the other six followed 
by the next train to Burdwan. We stayed at the station at Burdwan and then 
went to Kanyan from Burdwan, We seven met the other nine at the road on the 
north, of Khanyan station, about 1 mile from the station, Wo mot Jkarwa about 
6 p. m. We stayed and prepared our food at a tank on the south side of the road. 
We slept there. The next day we came to a place near Pandua railway station and 
bought rice and cooked the food near a tank. We stayed there tillfip.M. Then we 
started off in a western direction and stopped by a tank near the road and smoked 
till 10 P.m, Then 2 or 8 of our party went off and brought one old bamboo and some 
sticks of split palm tree and out of these we prepared lathis. Thence we went to 
a village about a mile away, and attacked a house. I pushed open the door and 
went in. Bhangi broke open another door with an axe. We found nothing in that 
house. I and Sheo Nandan and Parsotam caught the owner of the house and lio 
said: “ let me go, I will show you property.” Then he took us and I said don't go 
with him, he may take us to a “ bibadighar.” That man wanted to take us to another 
village. Then we let him go and we went and attacked another house in the 
same village. There was a light burning inside the house and the outer door was 
chained at the top on. the outside. We went in but could find no property so we 
went on to another house. The door was l open and there was a light in aide. 
We found some mangoes and some fried rice, and 2 cups made of kausa in a bag in 
the verandah. The 2 cups were made of brass. Sheo Gopal took the 2 brass cups 
away. We also took the mangoes and the fried rice and we got these latter at a 
place about J a mile away from that village. Prom there we came away by road 
along Grand Trunk road, through Burdwan, and on the 3,rd day we came to a chatty 
(sara-i) on the road, all the 16 of us. We came to that chatty at midday. We 
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had no money and two of us took the two brass cups to a shop-keeper in the chatty 
for Be. 1-6-0. We bought some rice and cooked it under a fur tree near a tank. I 
left there about 7 p. m. Then we went south across the fields and sat there about 1 
kos away from the chatty. Then we smoked and there got some bamboos frorp 
the village for lathis; 2 or 3 of us fetched these bamboos. Then we went into 
a village, of which I don’t know the name, and we attacked a house. I have pointed 
out the house and the village to the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Banigunge. Sheo 
Gopal and I broke open the outer door and 6 men went inside. X stood at the door, 
I also went inside. We found an iron chest. Bhangi and Shoo Gopal broke it 
open with an axe which Bhangi had brought. Some property was found in the 
iron chest and the other property was found in the house. We ran away with all 
the property. That was about 2 A. M. We came to Mankar at about 9 A. M. We 
came to Mankar by the path along side the railway line. Some of us went to the 
railway station and the rest of us wont into the bazar. X went to a sweetmeat seller’s 
shop. I undoretand that a telegram came at this time and some ehaukid&rs and 
the shop-keepers told us to sit down till the (police) Babu came. On this we all 
tried to run away, but eight of us were caught. Two silk cloths and 1 chadder and 

1 dhoti and 11 annas oash was found, which I had obtained in the dacoity that 
very night. On the lot of other property that we had obtained in the dacoity that 
night was found on the other 7 who have been arrested. Their names are Bhangi 
Bhar, Sarup, Bam Bax, Ram Sowak, Bam Karui, Sitaram, ICuber and myself. Of 
the 8 men who have escaped I know the names of Bechu Bhar, Duji Bhar, Dunbir 
Bhar, Sheo Nandan Missir, Slieo Gopal Bhar, Parsotam Bhar, and two others, whose 
names I don’t know. I pointed out to the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of Banigunge 
the shop-keeper at the chatty to whom we sold the 2 cups that we had obtained in 
the dacoity near Pandua in the Hughli district. The shop-keeper had sold those 

2 cups to another man, and that other man produced them before the Sub-Deputy 
Magistrate of Ranigungo and I identified them to the Sub-Deputy Magistrate of 

Banigunge as the very same 2 cups we had got in the daooity near Pandua in the 

Hoogbly district. When I had gone home to my home in Benares zilla after the 
Midnapur district dacoity, Bhangi onco come to me and asked mo to go with him 
to commit a dacoity in Bengal, but I could not go thou, because I was ill. The 
members of this gang, whose names I have given, live by committing thefts and 
dacoities. All these Bliurs whom I have mentioned livo at a village Kurum, which 
is in Thana Baraigaon, district Benares, and it is about 4 kos from my village of 
Bhora. 

Q f —Do you make this confession voluntarily and of your own free will ? 

A—Yes. 

Q.—Is it all true ? 

A .—Yob. 

Q.—Has any one taught you what to say ? 

A—No, no one has taught me what to say, 

Q._Has any one threatened you in any way, or ill-treated you in any way ? 

A.— No ; I have willingly told tho truth, X do not want to tell falsehood. 

I can understand Bengali well. I have understood all my depositions. 

(Sd.) C. FISHER. 

22-6-97. 


Copy of the note prepared by the Divisional Inspector Babu Nanua Kumar 
Boss, of Barrackpore } in connection with the case of dacoity whw i occurre 
at Kadibati , police station Dum Dum, District 24 -Parganas, m June 189 . 

In the course of the investigation of the Kadibati dacoity case J^J ne 

1897, police station Dum Dum, district 24-parganahs section 395, Indian Penal Onde, 
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Complainant BhortNath Bairagi of Kadibati verms 14 or 15 up-country mon, tho 
following was the evidence obtained against 

(1) Ram Dayal Bhur of Naipura, convicted. 

(2) Harnandan Bhur, absconding then. 

(3) Ganpat Bhur, absconding then. 

Witnesses. Evidence. 

X._Bliort Nath Bairagi of Will prove the occurrence of dacoity in his 

Kadibati, police station Dum house on the night of 31st May 1807 in wlnoh 

jewelleries; cloths, wore robbed* lie Kieuti^ 
fied property recovered from accused Ram Dayal 
Bhur, Mathura Bhur, Bechu Shoikh, and Malieeh 
Bhur. He also accompanied Inspector Hand a 
Kumar Bose in search of the accused whose 
names transpired in the confessions of some of the 
accused, and learnt that accused Ram Dayal, 
Harnandan and Ganpat were absent from home. 


Constables Anath Singh and At 4 A. m. on 1st June 1807, just after the 
Sohan Ram of 24-Parganahs. dacoity, these constables arrested accuse 1 Ram 

Dayal Bhur, alias Sioo Dayal Bhur and another 
accused, Mathura Bhur, with property of tho 
• case, when they were going towards Calcutta. 

One money bag with cash, Rs, 1-12-0, and one 
knife were found with Ram Dayal JBhur, and those 
were identified by the complainant. With Mathura 
Bhur were found two dhotis % one urani, and one 
green umbrella, all identified by the complainant* 
These two accused were arrested out of a party 
of 5 or 6 men going to Calcutta. Ram Dayal 
Bhur confessed before police and gave tho names 
of Harnandan, Ganpat and others. 


Inspector Nan da Kumar Bose Accused Ram Dayal Bhur arrested, as noted 
of 24 -Parganahs. above, and Salim IChan, Rajah Khan, and Bouhoo 

Sheikh named by Ram Dayal, implicated before 
police. All these three persons, namely, (1) Ram 
Dayal Bhur, (2) Harnandan Blmr, (3) Ganpat 
Bhur, of Naipura, polioe station Bhelooporo, dis¬ 
trict Benares, together with others. Ram Dayal 
repeated his confession before Honorary Magistrate 
Babu Rameswar Goha of Dum Dum, 24-Par¬ 
ganahs, implicating himself and Boohoo Sheikh, 
Mahesh Bhur and Salim Sheikh ; but ho did not 
mention the names of Harnandan and Ganpat, 
although he said fhat there were 10 or 12 others, 
Beehoo Sheikh and Mahesh Bhur, named by Bam 
Dayal, confessed before the Inspector and delivered 
their shares of the property identified by the 
complainant, The Inspector then went to Mirza 
Murad and Bistapur police station in search of tho 
accused named. At Bheloopur police station he 
learnt from village chaukidar Madho Missir, of 
Naipura, that accused Ram Dayal and Harnan¬ 
dan Bhur of the village with Ram Lai, Bhaggoo 
and Jaggoo Bhurs,had left the village in a batch 
about a week before the occurrence of the Kadibati 
dacoity, and that they were followed two days 
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after by accused Ganpat Blmr who left home with 
two others named Jhoolan and Dnkhi Bhurs. The 
Mirza Murad Bhurs named were also found 
absent from home by the Inspector with Sub- 
Inspector Raghunath Persad of Mirza Murad 
police station. 


Madho Missir, chaukklfir of Will prove the absence from home of accused 
Naipura, police station Bheloopur, Ram Dayal, Harnandan and Ganpat and their 
Benares. departure.from home a week before the occur¬ 

rence of Kadibati dacoity. 

Babu Rameswar Gnha, Honor- Recorded the confession of Ram Dayal alias 
ary Magistrate, Dum Dum, 24- Sioo Dayal Bhur (of Benares—Rohania, as he 
Parganahs. then stated his address). He implicated him¬ 

self, Salim, Maliesh, Bechoo, Mathur, Balkaran 
and 10 or 12 others, names not given. 

The following names transpired as having taken part in the dacoity according 
to the confession of Ram Dayal, Salim, Rajah and Bechoo Sheikh before the police 

(1) Ram Dayal Blmr, sou of Chowlti Bhur of village Naipura, police station 
Bheloopur, district Benares, arrested with property by beat c on dab 1 os, confessed and 
convicted and sentenced io 7 years on 21st July 1897, section 895, Indian Penal 
Code at Sessions Court, Alipore. 


(2) Mathura Bhur No. I, son of Sioo Raj Bhur of Klmpra, police station 
Rampur, district Jowpnr, arrested red-handed by constable, convicted under section 
395, Indian PenafCocle, and sentenced to 7 years on 21st July 1897 at Aliporo. The 
confessing accused could not give the residence of the man, and he remained 
unidentified. 

(3) Bechoo Sheikh, son of Gousa Sheikh of Mirza Murad, police station Mirza 
Murad, district Benares, 7 years on 21st July 1897, section 412, Indian Ponal Code, 


at Alipore. 

(4) Maliesh Noonia (Bhur), son of Bulbul, of Kotwali, police station Phulpur, 
district Benares, 7 years, 21st July 1597, section 412, Indian Ponal Code, Aliporo. 
Is residing at present at Dum Dum, Driver Linos, where ho has boon since boyhood. 

(5) Rajib Khan, son of Samoa* Khan, of village Mirza Murad, police station 
Mirza Murad, Benares. Discharged on 21st July 1897. 

(6) Salim Khan, son of Sameer Khan, of village Mirza Murad, police station 
Mirza Murad, Benares. Not sent up. 

(7) Ram Lai Blmr No. T, son of Nepal Bhur of Mirza Murad, polico station 
Mirza Murad , was searched for—Remained absconding. 

(8) Maliesh Bhur II of Mirza Murad. 

(9) Khusial Bhur of Mirza Murad. 

( 10 ) Mukal Bhur of Mirza Murad. 

(11) Mathura Bhur No. II of Mirza Murad. j 

(12) Bal Karan Bhur, of Kooroo, police station, Bargaon, as alleged, but no 
trace found there. 


1 

I , 

} Were absconding. 


(13) Chatoori Bhur.—Alleged residence Naipura, but no trace found there. 

(14) Harnandan Bhur of Naipura, police station Bheloopur. 

(15) Ganpat Blmr of Naipura, police station Bholoopur. 

(16; Ram Lai Bhur No. II of Naipura, polioe station Bheloopur. 

They were searched for but could not be traced. The village chaukidJr report- 
ed them to have loft home about a week before the Kadibati dacoity. 

In tho course of the investigation of this case, Sub-Inspector Raghunath Prasad 
of police station Mirza Murad gavo the names of Thaknr Kaileswar Singh and Shea 
Harak Singh of Mirza Murad as the leaders of the gang. 

12 a 
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c« 

No. 315., dated Silchar, the j~th April 1904. 

From —L. V. O. Kemp, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, Cachar, 
To—‘The District Superintendent of Police , Benares. 

Sir, —With reference to letter No. 4460, dated 23rd March 1904, recoived 
from the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, Calcutta, through the 
Deputy Commissioner, Cachar, I have the honor to forward herewith a brief note 
of the evidence obtained during the original investigation of the Algapur daooity 
case No. 4 of February 1900, Hailakandi police station, against each of the Bhur 
accused concerned who are credibly suspected of the commission of the crime. 

1. Eight persons named Giridhari, Gobardhan Ahir, Babu Nandan Singh, 
Bhagu Bhar, alias Kumar Ahir, Sifca Nunia, Tulshi Bhar alias Tulshi Nunia, 
Bandhu alias Supal and Muhan Bhar alias Sohan Bhar, were all charged with the 
offence of dacoity and sentenced to rigorous imprisonment under section 395, Indian 
Penal Code, it was clearly proved that on the day of the occurrence the complainant 
noticed 15 on 16 up-country men sitting on the Government road which passed 
within a few yards of his shop, and that amongst them one accused Gobardhan Ahir 
went to his shop, asked him the price of “chira” and other things without making 
any purchase however. Prosecution witness Khela Ram Deb deposed that Gobar¬ 
dhan Ahir, was the very man who struck him with an axe. 

Against accused Babu Nandan Singh, prosecution witness Nandan Singh of 

Kaya Tea estate disposed that he (accused Babu Nandan Singh) was a coolie at 

Kaya Tea estate for some time and then entered his employ from where he took 
leave and went to his home in Benares district. Prior to 3 weeks of the occurrence 
witness Nandan Singh received a letter from his uncle who lives at Tori (accused 
Babu Nan da’s village) with the intimation to he careful as Babu Nandan Singh loft 
home taking some people of Bhar caste with him, By his evidence it was dearly 
proved that all of the accused eame up to Cachar in company together solely with the 
object of committing dacoity. Besides the above there was no direct evidenoe at 
all against the 6 other accused, but on the other hand in view of the scantiness of 
direct evidence, it was all very important and beyond all doubt that the properties 
were actually found in possession of the accused when they were arrested near 
Karimganj Railway station. The arrest of all the accused’ was secured by Sub- 
Inspector Shib Gati Kor, Head Constable Radha Nath Dhar, constable Prasanua 

Singh, and Kailash Singh of the Cachar Police, with the help of Head Constable 

Bharat Chandra Dutta, Constable Mahmad Ali and Sub-Inspector Gimh Chand™ 
Kor of the Sylhet Police. The accused were all brought to the Karimgani 
police station with the bundles of properties which were properly searched and a 
list made out accordingly in presence of a great many respectable witnesses who 
deposed against the accused in the court. Sub-Inspector Shih Gati Kor and Hoad 
Constable Radha Nath Dhar who conjointly investigated the case have since died 

The properties found on person of each of the accused were identified by the evi* 

dence of 5 witnesses for. prosecution, both before the police and the court There is 
nothing in the original record of the case to show that any of the accused made anv 
confessions. * 


From Court’ Sub-Inspector, Malda ; 

Sir,— I have the honor to report that the following evidence appears to have 
been obtamed during the original investigation of Mathurapur dacoity case. The 

a"ed" P10S C0fif6SSi0nS bj 8 ° me ° f the daC0it8 ^ herewith 

h f3^ na m 8 n M \ lly SultaD} BarkUj Chaturi and other Bhars were mentioned' 
y Chhedi Bhar, Ganesh Bhar gnd Mahesh Bhar in their confessions. 
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Ganesh, Chhedi and Chaturi Bhars, along with others of the gunge were found 
at Gopalpur ferry ghat immediately after the commission of the daaoity when they 
were bound for the other side of the river Ganges. Ganesh, Chhedi and Chaturi 
were arrested by Baran Gope, chaukidar of Kisonpur Deora, District Police, Manik- 
ch&k, and Jhari Singh ferryman. The latter is at present residing at village Bhuhuka, 
police station Tulsihutta, district Malda. Some stolen articles were found in the pos¬ 
session of the three arrested dacoits which were subsequently identified by complain¬ 
ant Jogendra Nath Banerji (deceased) and Rakhal Chandra Das of Mathurapur, a 
servant of Banamali Das, whose shop was also plundered by the dacoits. Out of the 
three arrested dacoits Chaturi Bhar ran away from the custody of Baran Gope, 
chaukidar, while he was escorting him to Mathurapur from ,Gopalpur ghat. 

It was proved by head booking clerk, tldit Singh, of Moghalsarai Railway 
Station that 19 third class tickets were issued at Moghalsarai on the 25th January 
1900 for Sahebgunj, whereas the daooity was committed in the night of the 30th. 
January 1900. 

During the investigation it appears to have been ascertained from one Sewpaul 
Bhar of Dnlaipur, police station Sicrolo, district Benares, that a gang was organized 
by Mulley Bhar and Abdul Rahman and that all the members of tho gang left 
Dulaipur for Bengal a few days prior to the commission of Mathurapur dacoity. 
Mulley Bhar and Abdul Rahman wore acquainted with each other at Benares 
Central Jail, where both of them were incarcerated. 

Enquiries wero made by Babu Kanti Chandra Mnlliok, Inspector, in the houses 
of the Bhars concerned in the dacoity but they were found absent. 

1-5-04. 


High Court Criminal No. (M)84. 

(FORM FOR RECORDING CONFESSIONS.) 

(G. O. No. 2 of 1st March 1901.; 

STATEMENT OF ACCUSED PERSON. 

(Section 164 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.) 

The statomont of Mahesh, aged about 25 years, made be for o me (illegible). 
Magistrate of the 1st class, at Benares, on the 8th day of February 1900, in the 
language interpreted by 

My name is Maliesh ; my father’s name is Dobi; I am by caste Bhar, and by 
occupation cultivator; my home is at maim Kanuudih, fchana Sierole, district 
Benares; I reside at Kanuudih, 

Q. —What do you want to say ? 

A. —Fifteen or 1,6 days ago, at 2 hours before sunset, Abdulla came at Dulaipur 
and put up with Barku Bhar, son of Suddhu, At night, on the following day at 
half hour after sunrise, I and other persons, whose names are given below, started 
with Abdulla for Mathapur, an eastern district:— 

1. Barku Bhar, eon of Suddhu. 

2. Mulla Bhar, son of Suddhu. 

3. Sattan Bhar, sou of Dulli. 

4. Shankar Bhar, father's name not known. 

5. Deo Saran Bbar, eon of Mattu. 

6. Ganesh Bhar, (father’s name not known). 

7. Mahesh Bhar, (father’s name not known), 

8. Chhedi Bhar, (father’s name not known). 

9. Sumer Bhar, (father’s name not known). 

10. Chain Bhar, (father’s name not kuown). 

The eleventh Bhar was an old man whose name I have now forgotten. 

The said eleven Bhars are the residents of Dulaipur, about 15 bighaa from the 
village KahUudih. - We started, by rail, from 3ToghaUaraim& alighted from the 
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train at Sahebganj station. We arrived at Mathurapur after 5 p.m., and concealed 
ourselves in the fields till midnight when we all went to a Bengali’s house situated 
on the road. Barku and Abdulla, Mallah and Shankar and Saltan entered into the 
house and the remaining' eight watched the road, and they were armed with lathis. 
I was one of the said eight persons. Abdulla had a hatchet and Shankar and I had 
torches. Barku and the said four persons looted the houses and came outside with the 
property after an interval of two hours and we all then started for Sahehgunj hut, 
when we were crossing the river Ganges, Chhedi and Ganesh were caught by a 
certain Babu on the boat; we then took to our heels, again said—Chatri Bhar was 
also caught by the same Babn on the boat. I returned home four days ago and I 
was arrested at my own house yesterday morning. 

Q. —Can you state what property was looted? 

A. —The property was with Abdulla and others. I could not see it. I have 
not yet got my share. 

Q. —Do you know Abdulla’s resdence ? 

A. —No. His residence is known to Barku and others. 

Q. —Do you state the above voluntarily, or you have been pressed by the 
policemen ? 

A. —I have stated the above of my own accord. I was not beaten by the 
policemen. 

Q. — Was any other house looted by you all on the same night? 

A.— There was another house of a Bengali, about a bigha olf when we left the 
first house. Sattan and Chain entered into the second house and brought only two 
clothes. 

(Sd.) (Illegible), 

8-2-1900. Magistrate of .Benares. 

I believe the above confession was voluntarily made by the accused. It, was 
taken with my own hand and translated to him who admitted it to bo correct; it 
contains a full and true account of the statement made by him. 

(Sd.) ( Illegible ), 

Magistrate of Benares. 

8-2-1900. 

Q. —Did you go direct to Moghalsarai ? 

A. —Yes. We arrived there at 4 P. M. on the same day and started for Saheb- 
ganj by 9 P. M. train, where we arrived at 5 p. m. ou the following day, and from 
Sabebganj we went direct to Mathurapur early in the morning ; wc passed the 
whole night at the railway station. 

(Sd.) 

8-2-1900. 

I believe the above confession was v oluntarily made by Muhesh accused. It 

contains a full and true account of the statement made by him. 

(Scl) ( Illegible ), 

Magistrate of Benares. 

8-2-1900. 


CONFESSION OF CHHEDI BHAR. 

(Section 1G4, Criminal Procedure Code.) 

Q .—What do you want to say? Speak what is true and speak voluntarily. 
Do not say anything that anybody has tutored you. 

A .—At the house of Barku, in Dalkipur village, wo all consulted that wo 
would go to the eastern country and earn our bread there. There were (1) Barku, 
(2) Mulli, (3) Abdul Rahman, (4) Deo Saran, (5) Sankar, (0) Mahesh (ehota), (7) 
Maliosh (bara), (8) Sattayan, (9) Ganesh, (10) Chhedi (Ali), (11) Ckaturi, (12) Bidoi, 
(13) Sumaru assembled there. We booked at the Moghalsarai railway station 
and got clown at Sabebganj. We crossed the Ganges, came to Mathurapur and 
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stopped there. We then went to Amrity and nest to Bulbul Chandi. Owing to 
heavy rains we decided to go back from that place and came to Mathurapur on our 
way back. We reached Mathurapur at about 7 o’clock in the evening. There 
Ahdur Rahman said: “ We shall go home, hut where to get the expenses? We 
selected a good pakka house and decided to commit dacoity there. We brought 
some oil and made two torches. Barku bought the oil and Deo Saran made the 
torches. I cut a bamboo and made three lathis. We reached complainant’s house 
at about midnight. Eight of us were armed with lathis and two had torches in hand. 
This is the lathi (Ex. D) and this the torch (Ex'. E). We broke open the door 1 
with an axe. 

Q ,—Where did you get an axe'? 

A .—I can’t say where Abdur Rahman got it. 

I had a torch in my hand. I stood by the door. Deo Saran, Barku, Mulli, 
Sankar and Abdur Rahman entered the house. I had no mind to go, but as they 
abused me, 1 entered. We searched hero and there but found nothing hut an 
iron safe. JBy breaking open the iron safe we found money and ornaments. Barku, 
Deo Saran and Abdur Rahman took those articles and tied them up in thoir gamcha . 
We came out. After coming out wo took cloth from another house in front of the 
former. This is the cloth (Ex. B). 

Wo then ilod. Being asked to divido the booty on the way Abdur Rahman 
said : “ now take the expenses, how can the ornament be divided hero ? We will 
divide them after going home.” I received Rs. 2-S-O. 

On the following day, at 11 A.M. wo readied Safrighftt. Burau-chaukidar 
also arrived at the same time. ITo said: “I suspect you. Come with me.” The 
eleven persons got down tho boat and saidCome, where you will go.” The 
choukidar got afraid and those mon went away. We then sat down. I, Ganesh 
and Chaturi were seized. Chaturi also fled on the way. I took a bcUi (cup) 
(Ex. 0) from Abdur Rahman. 

Cp,-—Do you know this chit am ? 

A. —Yes, it belongs to Barku. 

Q.—Ilave you made the confession voluntarily ? 

A. —Yes. 

Q .~Is this man (Garnish) Gauosh V 

A .—'Yes. 

Tho accused was informed that the statements wore being recorded by a 
Magistrate. 

(Sd.) J. N. GUPTA, 

Magistrate. 


The examination of Ganebh Bhae, aged about 40 years, taken before me, J. N. 
Gupta, District Magistrate at Malda, on the 3rd day of February 1900. 

My name is Ganesh Bliar ; my father’s name is Narayan Bhar; I am by caste 
Rhar, and by occupation cultivator; ray home is at manna Dulaipur, thaua Adhi- 
banur, district Benares. I reside at Dulaipur. 


Q .—Wind have you got to say ? 

A.—My home is in Benares. About ten days ago I left home. Thirteen 
of lift started from Bonaros. These men were (1) Ohedi, (2) Mulli, (3) Barku, (4) 
Ohelimi, (5) Sumer, (0) Cliotomuly, (7) Bara Mehesh, (8) Thongai, (9) Deo baraa, 
(10) Sankar, (11) Satyan, (12) Ramdnlla and myself. Eamdulla is the man that 
lot us together. We met together in tho house of Barku and Mulli. They brought 
is With the promise to find work for us. We caught the railway tram at Moghal- 
sarai and alighted at Sahebganj (Kajrotia). We crossed the Ganges at a ghat tlm 
n-me of which T. don’t remember, and entered tho Malda district. We wandered 
about the district visiting Bulbul, Chandi and other places for work. We then 
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thought of home. About four 3ays ago we reached Mathnrapur before clusk. Rani- 
dulla said as we are going home we might as well earn something for our passage by 
looting somebody. We selected a palcka house by the road side. Ramdulla said 
there were a lot of valuables in that house. 

We waited till about 10 p. M. We cut bamboo clumps and made lathis for 
ourselves; these (Exh. 7) are the lathis. We bought oil from a Chatfci and Dcosaran 
made two torches, masals (Ex. E.) Ramdulla went ancl brought an axe from some¬ 
where. At about 11 we entered the house, six of us—Deo Saran, Mulli, Ramdulla, 
Sankar and Sumer entered inside the house and the rest of us' remained outside. 
Seven of us had the new bamboo lathis in our hands. The inmates offered us n© 
resistance. We kept off any outsiders from entering the house. We stayed in the 
house about 2f hours. I heard the noise of an iron safo being broken open ancl 
Sankar brought out a bundle containing gold ornaments which ho said had been 
found in the iron chest. 

We also entered into another house in front of the pukka house. Ghaburi 
went in nud brought out two bundles of clothes ; they aro all tied together in the 
bundle (Ex. A). 

Tho same night we made for Sakr-igali and reached there about 10 a.m. next 
morning. While we were about to get into a ferry boat to cross over, a oh auk id ar 
caught me and two others, Chaturia and Chedi, and the rest fled off. Malla'hs also, 
helped the ohaukidfir. Three chaukidars were bringing us baok when Chaturia 
escaped while we were close to Mathurapur. 

I got this eloth (Ex. B.) and Es. 2 as my share. I was given Ks. 2' as my 
passage. Ramdulla said the ornaments would be divided after we reached homo. 

I know Ramdulla is an old ooaviet. 

Q. —Do you know this man (Chedi) ? 

A. —Yes, this man (Chedi), is Chedi, one of our gang.. 

Q .—Do you make the above confessions quite voluntarily, or' have you been 
instructed to. do so by tbe police ? 

A .—The confessions I make are voluntary. 

(Scty J. 1ST., GUPTA. 

Accused' was informed that he was making the confession before the District; 
Magistrate. 

(Sd.) J. N. GUPTA. 

3rd February.. 


High. Court Criminal Ho. (M) 84. 

[FORM FOR RECORDING CONFESSIONS,]; 

(0. 0. Fo. 2 of 1st March 1901),. 

Statement- oe accused person. 

(Section of the Code of Criminal Procedure.) 

The statement of Musammat Nasiban, aged about 85 years, made Before mo‘ 
(illegible), Magistrate of the 1st class, at Fyzabad, on the 15th day of February 
1900, in the Urdu language, interpreted by 

My name is Nasiban ;■ my father’s name is Brij Lai; I am by caste Bhat, and 
by occupation prostitute*; my home is at mauza Ehurd Mahal, thSna Kirali, district. 
Fyzabad. I reside at Khurd Mahal. 

Q .—What have you to say ? 

I am a prostitute,,, and for the past 8 or 9 years I have been prostituting in 
Fyzabad. 
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.For four years I was in the keeping of Abdul Rahim, a resident of Sultan pur 
He was convicted for seven years. I kept on prostituting after he was released ; he 
used to visit me, stay with, me one or two days and pay me one rupee or two rupees. 
All this jewellery which is in court belongs to me. This pair of silver cc Chagals J? 
is mine, which was given to mo by one of my customers five,or six months ago. I 
do not know his name. Abdul Rahim did not give me this pair of ci Chagals.” 

(Read and admitted). 

(Sd.) (Illegible.) 

15-2-00. 

This “Chagal” I kept in the basket and buried it near the wall. When I 
learnt that the police were coming to search the house through foar, I took offal! 
my jewellery with the exception of tawiz, jasam, rings and jlinmka, and I buried all 
this jewellery with the “ Chagals.” 

(Read and admitted.) 

(Sd.) (Illegible.) 

15-2-00. 

I believe the above statement was voluntarily made. It was taken in my 
presence and hearing and was read over to fclio person making it and admitted by 
her to bo correct as it contains a full and true account of the statement made by her. 

(Scl.) (Illegible.) 

15-2-00. 


24 -Parganahs. 

XL 

P. A,—The Bhar gang ease is progressing slowly, but satisfactorily. I have 
gone over portion of the confessions with the Special Inspector and Chief Inspector 
Ram Saday Mukerji. At presont we know of 65 members of the gang of whom 
four are in jail and 34 under arrest. They have owned to¬ 
ll dacoities in tho 24-Parganahs, 

9 „ „ Hughli. 

5 „ „ Burdwan. 

5 „ „ Howrah. 

2 „ „ Midnaporo. 

1 dacoity „ Hadia. 

3 „ „ Faridpur. 

2 dacoities „ Dacca. 

1 dacoity „ Mymcusingb. 

1 „ „ Chandcrnagore. 

41 

Confessions have boon verified in the districts of 24-Parganahs, Howrah, Hugh¬ 
li and Burdwan and aro about to bo tested in Faridpur, Dacca and Mymensingh. 

Two of tho gang loaders Bundhoo Bhar and Narain Bhar are at large, and I 
have asked tho District Superintendent to put Rs. 50 on each and something on 
each of tho other 52 absconders, as tho great thing is to get hold of them as soon as 
wo can and prevent them forming fresh gangs. 

The carolossnoss and inefficiency of the Hughli police is a very marked feature 
of the enquiry as far as it goes, and in several old cases in that district and Midna¬ 
poro and elsewhere also tho old fault of not giving the fathers’ names and residences 
of men suspected or implicated or absconding appears to impede our case. Wo must 
insist oil full particulars of this kind being given .iti future in all cases. It is a 
distinct blot on our present system of enquiry, and the attention of the Principal of 
the Training School should bo drawn to the matter, with a view to his assistants and 
cadets being properly coached in tho use of the new form. 
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It will facilitate matters if we make uso of the Panjab procedure laid clown in 
their Circular 117, and ask Government to offer pardon to two of the four or five 
approvers who are giving us such full particulars of the doings of this gang. If they 
could be deputed with some trusted officer and constables to ferret out the abscond¬ 
ing members and point out their haunts and receivers, &c., we should make better 
progress with the case. 

Please ask the District Superintendent for the names of the two who are most 
likely to give us the best information and assistance. 

The Chief Inspector should compare the confessions and lists of members of 
this gang with the confessions and lists of tho Bhar gang case prosecuted by him 
some years ago. Have we his papers of that case? 

I have asked you to call in the help of the Benares Police. We can no longer 
put off calling them down, as it is clear that the whole country is overrun with gangs 
of Bhars from Benares and Pasis from Mirzapur. 

Please let me know what is being done by the 24-Parganalnf Police in connec¬ 
tion with the gang of Mirzapur Pasis arrested in Calcutta and who have also con¬ 
fessed to several dacoities in Birbhum and other Bengal districts. 

(True Copy.) 

R, MEDLICOTT, 

Registrar, Bengal Police Office. 
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APPENDIX V. 


DUSADH. 

1.—For tribal statistics see File No. 63—XI/5, (office of Inspector- 
General of Police, United Provinces). 

For tribal statistics, see No. g~^ 8 , dated Camp Sunbarsa, 9th 
June 1899. 

From —FI. R. Warner, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

Ballia. 

To —The Inspector-General of Police, N.-W. Provinces and Oudfa. 


Enclosure to S. R. No, 20. File No. 63-XI/5. 

2 .—Selections from correspondence , Records , <bc. 

—Deposition of Mattar, son of Bhao Dusadh, police station 
Bainia, Ballia, in Dinajpur dacoity case, 17th April 
1897. 

B,—Letter No. 87, dated 11th* -January 1904, from FI. R. 
Warner, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 
Biinda, 

CL—Letters dated 6th February 1904 and 4th March. 1904, 
from E. Kaye, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 
Ballia. 
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1,—FORM FOE RECORDING DEPOSITION. 

The deposition of wiiness No. Ill for prosecution, aged about 35 years, taken 
on oath or solemn affirmation under the provisions of Act X of 1873, before me 
R. R. Pope, Esq., Sessions Judge of Diuajpur, this 17th day of April 1899. 

My name is Malar Dosad; my father’s name is Bhao Natli Dosad • I am by caste 
Dosad; my house is at mauza Tengrabi, police station Bairia, zilla Ballia; I reside at 
present in mauza Tengrabi, police station Bairia, zilla Ballia, where I am cultivator. 

I know the village of Jagdeem. It is less than a mile off mine. Out of the 
present accused, Sib Pertap, Lakhan, Kunja Behari, Chabi Lai belong to that village. 

I used to visit the ban of Lakhan so did Rail Charan, Sohangi, Ram Jatan, Seo 
Ralak, and Makangu, and Dossain, and Debi Dayal. We went there to drink at 
a shop there. We went to arrange to go to Bengal to commit theft in Aghan, 
because we had not been in Katick. We made this arrangement under a bar tree 
near Lakhan’s house. This was on the 3rd Aghan. Lakhan, Khilour, Chabi Lai, 
Seo Devi, Kali Charan, Kunja Behari, Seo Pertab, were there. We arranged to 
meet at the outstill of Sripalpur on the 7th and on that date 15 men accordingly met 
there. There were the 15 who were to from a gang and go to commit theft. Kali 
Charan and Lakhan, two of the accused proseut, ware the Sirdars. We met near 
Jhairuan tree in the north of the outstill. Kali Charan said ; H all must meet here 
on the 9th with Rs. 4 each.” Out of the 15 men, eleven are hero in the dock, iris., 
Lakhan, Mahangu, Dossai, Debi Dayal, Sahangi, Seo Pertab, Ram Jatan, Seo Balak, 
Kunja Behari, Chebi Lai, and Kali Charan. The four who are not present are 

Khilour, Mongar, Seo Devi, and I. 

We all met again on the 9th. 

Kali Charan asked if all had brought Rs, 4, Lakhan replied “Some had brought 
Ra. 2 and some Rs. 4.” They said “The faro to Pakur was Rb. 3-10-0 each. So 
we must get more money.” u Lot ns go to Lalganj and borrow money there.” 
Lalgang is 10 miles away, we wont there that (lay. At Sirpalpur I changed a 
rupoe. At Lalganj Lakhan enquired about ono Gora Shah, who did not appear. We 
ate and drank at Gara Shah’s shop. Then he came, and he lent us Rs. 20-9-0. We 
drank Re. 1 worth of liquor, and all remained thore that night at the outstill 
shop, except Seo Pertab Gir, Mahangu Ahir and Kunja Behari, who went to the 
house of Naina Gir, which is close to tho outstill. We prepared our food near the 
outstill, and the other three prepared litis at the gate of Naina Gir’s. 

Next morning we all went to the south, and Kali Charan said “ it was better 
that we should not all got in at ono station.” So seven mon went to Arrah, and 
eight to Beheea. I and Kali Charan and Khilour and Sohangi and Dossain and 
Hangar and Kunja Behari went to Arrah, and Seo Pertab (then says) Debi Dayal 
went. But Sco Pertab did not go. Kali Charan said “ You men get in at Beheea at 

II a'kd we shall get in at 11-30, and we shall all meet at Mokamah.” So wo did 
all get in, and arrived at Mokamah at 5 A. m. All 15 men met there. We got 
out and took some ohurah and got into the train again at 9 and reached Pakur 
at 7 p. m. We passed the night under a tree near a tank, and in the morning we 
crossed the Bhagirathi, paying 2 pice each for the ferry. On the way we met at a 
shop where we ate satoo. Thence we went to Kamra Serail, where there is an Indigo 
factory, thana, and bazar. There we ate, and after going along the road we 
noticed a pahha house about half a mile off the road. We put up at a Debi 
asthan 3 miles to the east of Kamra Serail. At 9 P. m. seven of us went to rob 
that <pahka house. I and Kali Charan and Lakhan and Mahangu and Dossain and 
Kunja Behari and Seo Pertab and Seo Devi went., Seo Pertab sealed the wall by a 
ladder and opened the door inside. Five of us,, I, Kali Charan, Lakhan, Mahangu, 
Seo Pertab entered the house, the inner door of which was open. 

We found a big chest, broke it open, and inside it found a small tin box, which 
we took and broke open under a mango tree, together with a wooden box which we 
found. We found 13 ornaments, and Rs. 7 in cash in them and in the cook house w© 
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took two thalas and a gamla^ which also we took. We brought all these things to 
the Debi asthan. Thence we went to Lalgola, and from thence to Pirtaloo, 3 
hoss further on. There we remained that night. Next morning we crossed the 
river at Godagbari. The river was the Ganges. We then entered Rajshahye. Wo 
sent off Sohartgi with the 13 ornaments home from the station of Matikata. Pie left 
by steamer. We spent that night at Promtalli, and next morning we reached a 
tank near a silk factory; which was about 2 miles to the east of the Rajshahye town. 
We remained that night and committed theft in the town. Six men wont. I, 
Kali Charan, Chibi Lai, Kunj Behari, Seo Pertab, Mohangu and Lakhan. At 
that theft we got Rs. 30 in cash, and some skeins of silk thread. We found a 
box, which we took out, and broke open tinder a tar tree. After that we wont 
to Nattore where also we committed theft. We put up there near a bar tree od the 
north of the Nattore Railway Station, some 2 mile 1 ! away. There is a river there, 
We came from Rajshahye to-Nattore via Putia. We left our quarters at 9 P. M. to 
commit thefc, seven of us. We made a sendh in the house of a sonar and there we 
got a box, which we took away, and broke open. There were some silver ornaments 
which Kali Charan took away. 

We made sendhs in two other houses also, but got nothing there. 

We walked from Nattore to Noagaon, where we put put up near a tank to the 
north-west of the town. That night five of us went to commit theft in a house, 
where we found a small box and nothing else. There were iron safes in the house 
which we could not open. We broke open the box and found Rs. 6 in it. There 
was a bati there, which Seo Pertab took away. 

From Noagaon we came to Mahadebpur, where we put up under a bar tree on 
the bank of the river. Six of us went out that night and broko into a house, where we 
found a basket which contained Rs. 6. In a hole in the wall we found a couch which 
Seo Pertab took away. That is the couch (pointing to exhibit B 122). We entered 
that house by cutting a sendh. We entered another house, which had a pahha wall 
round it. Mohangu got on the shoulder of Seo Pertab and so got over the wall, wo got 
nothing except a couple bhogtcnas which lay in the angina. Thence wo went to 
Amda. The two thefts at Mahadebpur were on the same night. At Amda we put 
up iu the bari of Kuriman Mochi. We bad with us all the property we liad stolen, 
except what we had sent away by Sahangi. After remaining at Amda two or three 
days, Lakhan sent me, Kali Charan, and Mangar to Nitpur to sell some silver. We 
took the silver with us and sold it to Raghu Nath Senar there, We sold 20 tolas 
of silver for Rs. 30. Kali Charan told Raghunath to come to Amda as we had 
more silver. So became three days afterwards. We all sat in Jadu’s angina and 
Kali Charan weighed the silver, 21S bkaris, for which we got Rs. 119. The Sonar 
paid us Rs. 90 on the spot, and afterwards he paid Kali Charan Rs. 10, Rs. 5 and 
Rs. 4 on three different occasions. 

Lakhan also made over 6 bllaris of silver to Kali Charan and told him to go 
and get a nath made for Lakhan's son. We were 12 or 13 days at Amda, until 
one morniug before dawn we found the house surrounded by police. We were all 
asleep in the south room of one of Kariman's houses, and we escaped by cutting 
through the mat wall of the house at the south-east corner. 

Kali Charan alone remained. He had slept, in Jadu’s angina. 

We left all our property, clothes, and shoes, behind, and left. We left our 
lathis behind also. 

From there we went to Nawabganj station, from whence we returned home by 
rail, Chebi Lai and Lakhan are cousins. Ram Jatan is Lakhan's sala , Sohangi is 
son-in-law of Lakban s sister's husband, Churgepara is next door to Jugdeem, as far 
off as the railway station mile). Kali Charan took the silk that was stolen at 
Rajshahye. I cannot say what he did with it. 

Fakira, a son-in-law of Kariman's cousin, Bbikari, bis son, Makhan. hie step 
bod, and Jadu Posad, all live in Kariman's bari, I should recognize them if X 
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$aW them. (The 'witness identifies Bhikari and Malchan, Bhikari 7 s wife, and 
Kariman’s wife). I accompanied the Deputy Magistrate from Chapra to Mokamah. 
There was also a Musalman Sub-Inspector with us. At Mokamah, I showed to the 
Deputy Magistrate the woman who gave us water, and the macli who sold us 
eatables. From thence we came to Dinajpur, and from thence to Nitpur and to 
Amda. I showed the Deputy Magistrate there the house in which we had lived, 
the woman of that house (there being no men there then) and Raghunath Sonar. 

From thence we went to Matikata, and thence to Rajshahye, where I showed 
the Deputy Magistrate the house in which we had committed theft, and the place 
where we had broken open the box. 

We thence went to Nattore, where I showed the Deputy Magistrate the three 
houses where wo had committed theft. From Nattore we went to Noagaon, whore I 
showed the Sub-Inspector the house where we had committed theft. The Deputy 
Magistrate went away fromNoagaon. FromNoagaon we went to Mahadeopur where 
I showed the Sub-Inspector the houses we had robbed. 

We then went to Dinajpur, aud thence to Chapra. On the way back we went 
backtoKumra Serai 1 from Sahebganj. The Sub-Inspector was then with me. I 
then showed him the pukka house where we had committed robbery, where we broke 
open the box, and so forth. 

(Seeing Sub-Inspector Ahmad Husain, says) that is the Sub-Inspector who 
accompanied me. 

X-xd .~-~I am now living at a shop in the bazar. I am feeding myself. I 
brought sattoo and atta with me. I have boen here four days. I am in the shop of 
Ganesh Ram. 

During these four days no Snb-Iaspeetor has met me. I came straight from the 
shop to the court. I paid my own railway fare from Ballia to Dinajpur, No police 
officer came with me. I received a summons to attend. I received the summons 
twelve days ago, but I don’t romomber the date. I reocived it on Friday. 

After escaping from Amda, I got home early in Pus. But I forget the date. 

My house is 2 miles off tho thana. 

I have not to attend regularly at the thana. After getting home I kept silent 
for four months. Then I told the District Superintendent of Police, Chapra. Chapra 
is 16 miles off my house. Karam Tati is 20 mile3 off my house. Ghfizipur is 60 
miles off*. 

I told the District Superintendent of Police at the Chapra Kutcherry. The 
Sub-Inspector of my thana sent me there. That was in Bhadra. I forget the date. 
He took the hooliya of Sahangi, Lakhan and Chobi Lai, and sent me into Chapra. 
He did not send the other three into Chapra. A police officer accompanied mo. I 
reached Chapra on what date, I cannot remember, and was produced before the 
District Superintendent of Police next morning. The District Superintendent of 
Police told me to say all I knew of tho expeditions to Bengal. I told him, and he 
wrote it down, aud sent me over to a Deputy Magistrate to have my statement 
recorded. No inducement was offered me to tell, not at any time. 

I don’t remember on what date I deposed before the Deputy Magistrate. I 
had never told any one before, I told the District Superintendent of Police. After 
returning home I never mot any of the accused. Lakhan lives less than a mile off 
me. Kali Charan also lives about half a mile off me. Ram Jatan, Seo Balak, aud 
Mahangu live 4 miles off. 

After I had returned home, I remained at home for 4 months. 

After deposing before tho Deputy Magistrate I returned home. I paid my 
own expenses of going to Chapra, and of returning. I again wont to Chapra, and 
met Maulvi Shamsal Zuha. I thon paid my own expenses. 

I had been to Mokamah once before. 

Jadu Dosad lives at Sohia, 10 miles off noo. I did not know him before I came 
to Amda. I did not got any share of the ornaments which Sahangi had taken, 
because I heard that he had sold them and repaid Gora Shah with the proceeds. 

17a 
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Kali CJharan, Seo Pertab and Kunja Bebari were present when this was told to 
me. This was two days after I got home. 

When I said that X had not seen these men during the four months after I 
reached home, X meant to say that X had not seen them after I deposed before the 
Deputy Magistrate. 

We returned home from Damokdeea in a steamer ; all of us returned together. 
I cannot remember the date we left the steamer. We went by steamer to Patna, 
and thenoe borne on foot. We reached home a little later than this (6T5 p. m.). 

I left home with Rs. 4. 

I don’t know exactly what each one had. 

I joined in the thieving expeditions of my own free will. I was never tried 
as a badmash. 

I never, deposed against other people in my own country, I had oorao to 
Bengal twice before this, first 12 or 13 years ago. I was then six months in Bengal. 
Afterwards I remained for a month. That was five or six years ago. 

Kariman, who is a native of Sohia. I had known him before at home. IXis 
father-in-law lives near me, He did not ask why we had come. There are four 
houses in his bari. In one Kariman lives ; in another his son ; in a third house, 
Fakira lived in one room, and we in the other. (Then says)—There are three houses 
only in the bari, one having two compartments. Jadu has a separate bari, Kariman 
knew before we were coming to commit theft. We gave him no share, but let him 
have a share of our daru (liquor). He did not feed us. He did not take house- 
rent from us. He said we were his relatives. 

We did pot remain hidden, except if any Bengalis came to the house. 

We committed no theft while we were at Kariman/s. We did not ask Kariman 
where we should go to do so. 

We all fled together. I had then with me Rs. 10. Lakhan had Rs. 12, and Seo 
Partab Rs. 8. We did not take our lathis with us, any of us. I was up, preparing 
tobacco leaves to chew, when the police Game. Kariman did not tell us the polio© 
were coming. I saw the horse ooming. 

(Sd.) R. R. POPE, 

Sessions Judge* 

17-4-99. 

The above was read over to the witness in Hindi, which he understood, and by 
him acknowledged to be correct. 

(Sd.) R. R. POPE, 

Judge, 

(Adjourned till tq-morrow at this stage.) 

(Sd.) R. R. POPE. 

19-4-99. 

(Gross-examination continued to-day , 18£ft April 18990 

I know Kali Babu, Inspector. I do not live in his house. I have not been 
here since Magb, I did not go yesterday from here with any constable, nor did I 
go to any Sub-Inspector of police. (Then says). In the evening I was Bent for by 
Btem Babu, Sub-Inspector, and went to him. 

Aznan is pay uncle. I did not depose in his case. I was married four years, 
ago, and a child was bqrn seven months after. Sukhan, Ram Jatan and others of 
the accused are Dusadhs, and so am I, They did not out caste me because I had a 
child seven months after marriage. 

I never committed theft before this expedition. Nor did I ever come to 
Bengal, or anywhere else, for that purpose. 

I deposed before the Deputy Magistrate of Dinajpur. I told him that Kali 
Charan and I had been once or twice before to commit theft. 

I have not been committing theft and associating with thieves for 10 years, 
I did not tell the Deputy Magistrate that Kali Oharan had been stealing 10 years. 
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He has been stealing for three years. Before that he was a receiver of Btolen 
property* He has been a receiver for ten years. I had never joined in any gang 
with Kali Charan before this occasion. Nor did I say to the Deputy Magistrate 
that Kali Charan and X had been in the same gang for ten years, 

Last Assar Kali Charan came to induce me to commit theft, but the weather 
was not favourable, and we did nothing. 

That was the only other occasion on which I went out with him to commit 
theft. I did not tell the Deputy Magistrate that Dassain and Kunja Behari joined 
in the theft at the pakka house near ICamra Serail. Nor did X mention the names 
of Chebi Lai and Kunja Behari having accompanied us to commit the theft in 
Bam pur Boalia. We took two boxes from the pakka house. I told the Deputy 
Magistrate that we broke three boxes ■, but that included the chest. I did not say 
we had broken open three boxes near the mango tree. 

Kali Charan, Chebi Lai, Lakhan, Seo Partab, Mahangu, Kunja Behari, and 
X committed the thefts at Nattore. 

ICali Charan took away the property that was stolen at Katnra Serail. 

Ifali Charan took the silk, and Mahangu the cash, found at Rampur Boalia. 

I told the Deputy Magistrate that I, Lakhan, Kali Charan, Seo Partab, 
Mohangu, Seo Dhevi, and Seo Balak went to commit the theft at the Sonar’s bari 
in Nattore. 

Ivali Charan, Lakhan, Seo Partab, Mohangu and’ I committed the theft at 
Noagaon. 

We celebrate the Debi Puja in our country. I don’t remember the date in 
Bawan last when it was celebrated. 

We do not keep Kali Puja. 

We keep IToli. I don’t remember what date it was this year. 

I cannot remember what particular things or how many were given to Raghu- 
math Sonar. 

I have one bigha of land. 

I cannot remember the dates on which I pointed out the various houses to tho 
Deputy Magistrate. I had never seen these houses before. It was dark when we 
three committed the thefts. 

A police constable of Dinajpnr accompanied me when I was with the Deputy 
Magistrate. 

Cross-examined by ICali Charan.—A fter meeting at Sripalpur, none of the 
15 men went back home. 

No ehaukid&r saw us at Lallganj, 

There is one chaukiddr there. 

Kali Charan and I started out to thieve once before, before this expedition. 

I had no quarrel with Kali Charan regarding cloth. I am not aware that he 
sold cloth or ghi. 

Kali Charan has about 10 Jcattas or one bigha of land. I cannot say if he has 
any other trade. 

Cross-examined by Seo Persad. — X had no quarrel with your brother. 

Cross-examined by Debi Dayal. —My brother’s daughter was not married in 
your village. 

(The others do not ask.) 

(Sd.) R. R. Pope, 

Sessions Judge. 

18-4-99. 

The above was read over to the witness in Hindi, which he understood, and 
by him acknowledged to be correct. 

(Sd.) R. R. Pope, 

Judge . 
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No. 87, dated 11th January 1904 

From _H. £• Warner, Esq., District Superintendent of PoHgg, Banda? 

To— Percy Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police. 

Statement of conviction slips received in the Banda district from districts 

in Bengal from 1st January 1900 to 1st October 1903. 

With reference to P. <?., dated 36th December lOOS, page 1121, I have the 
honor to submit the above and to report that I had, when in Balhu, very 
considerable difficulty in getting the Bengal Police to inform tho United Provinces 
of convictions, obtained in Bengal, against persons resident of the United. Provinces, 
I wrote to the Inspector General of Polioe, Lower Bengal, and got him to mam 
District Superintendents of Police, Bengal, send me all such convictions obtained, 
to note in my registers. There was also considerable apathy <>n tlio part oi the 
Bengal Police in sending finger prints for search to tho Allahabad Central. Bureau, 
A large number of men suspected of criminal tendencies had their finger prints taken 
in consequence, and with considerable difficulty I got Bengal to lilo. them in 
the Central Bureau. Calcutta, The Central Bureau at first declined to file them, 
until it was pointed out that they regularly visited Bengal for criminal expeditions, 
A large amount of information will be gleaned from the registers kept up in 1808- 
99-1900 for the Dosads and Mallahs—District Superintendent Police’s special note 
books and correspondence (if still kept) in the Ballia English office. 

There are in almost every Bengal district regular receivers of tho gangs from 
the United Provinces. These men are used to give information as to the places 
worth looting and serve as a medium for meetings. The liquor shop-keepers are 
also very largely used to give information and to arrange meetings and they all 
get a share of the loot. 

Difficulty there has been it of course goes without saying, and a perusal of 
the various cases occurring in 1898-99-1900 in Ballia, and the men in those oases still 
absconding will illustrate the difficulty. 


Ballia ; 

The 6th February 1904 

My pear Bramley, 

I am returning two of your memorandums, dated the 2nd and 12th December 
1903, They have been partly answered before, and I am afraid I have kept them 
some time before completing the answers, but I waited till I got down to the Doaba 
myself. All the information asked for in the Mymensing Dosadh case has been 
furnished. 

Mattar Dosadh was sent to Dinajpur when arrested on tho warrant. 

Bala Misris wanderings are very uncertain. He visits most of the molas, t&e., 
that go on, and generally goes about alone. He does not appear to go in for friends 
and associates but picks them up temporary-like wherever ho may happen to be. 

I think I can put you ou to a specific case in which the zamiud&r supported 
the misdeeds of Mallahs and Dosadhs, 

Cbittu Rai or Cbittu Singh is now the mukhia and zamffid&r of Sbiwal in tho 
Bairia circle; he was originally nobody and had no property. His rise to wealth 
and affluence cannot be accounted for, unless it is through his helping Dosadhs and 
Mallahs. He was suspected in Mr. Warner’s time and on fairly good grounds, so 
Mr; Emile or Ellis was sent out to search his house, as Mr. Warner could not go* 
Mr. Emile, the Reserve Inspector, found nothing. The common report as to the 
reason of his finding nothing is not very creditable to him. Chittu Rai possesses a 
boat on' which one Faujdar is the noanjhi, and Basjit is the Mallah; it apparently 
possesses no other crew: this does not sound true as the boat can carry some 20 maundst 
and could not be worked by two men. Goberdban Dosadh and Tilak Dosadh are 
said to work on this boat, both being residents of Shiwal andPalwars also. Their 
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fcemg part of the crew is probably concealed for some good reason. Other Dosadhs 
of Chainchapra, a village near, are said to be employed also. This boat went to 
Calcutta two years, ago and lias never returned, yet I find in the last batch of money 
order receipts sent that on 19th (January 1904 Eaujdar ATanjhi sent up Us. 131 
by money order No. 974 to Chittu Singh and it was received in the JBairia Post 
Office on 22nd January 1904 from Sealdah. If the doings of Faujdar were to be 
enquired about down in that part it might be ascertained as to why and when he left 
Calcutta, and how he managed to get such a large sum of money to send up here. 

Yours sincerely, 

12. KAYE, 

Distr ict Superintendent of Police , 

Ballia . 

I believe Harry Aitchison could give you any amount of information about the 
leading men of the Doaba and their ways. You might sound him next time you 
meet him or go to Ghfizipur. He was manager of the Dnmraon I\aj for the Doaba 
for three years and lived all the time in the Doaba itself. 


Ballia : 

The 4th March 1901. 

My dear Bramley, 

I lnivo had enquiries made about the Dosadhs who have sent money 'orders 
up to their relations in those parts, and the following is what has been ascertained 
so far. 

Sheo Datt, Ahxr, sent Rs. 50 to Raj Kumar Gir of Bhawanpur, but Raj Kumar 
and tho others of the villago declare there is no such Ahir in Bengal from their 
village, and no trace of him can bo got in the village ; this is probably an alias. 

Matigu, Dosadh, in some docks at Ross Road, Howrah, left in 1900, and infor¬ 
mation sheet was sent, but returned without tho man being traced. 

Kariman, Dosadh, of Bhartula, 24-Parganahg, is not traceable ; no man of that 
name is known in village Bharatoluipra to which he sent the money. 

Bal Kisluin, Dosadh, of Bariula, sent money to Chakia, but no man of that 
name can be traced as belonging to that village. 

Dat, Dosadh, oaro of Mahesh raistri, Howrah, was rcported’by information sheet, 
but it was returned with no trace of the man having boon found down there. 

Sheora tan, Dosadh, of Old Dhanora Ghorifa, Barrackpore, has been down in 
Bengal for six years, and his whereabouts woro not known. 

Ram La khan, Dosadh, and Mattar, Dosadh, arc living together in Ross Rond, 
Howrah ; information sheets were sent about both, the presence of Ram Lakhaa was 
ascertained, but no trace of the other Mattar, was got down there, and the sheet was 
returned without bia having been found. 

Nirgtm, Dosadh, went to Harkaldanga, Calcutta, and has returned, but no trace 
was got as to where he had been to, and he would give no information on the subject. 

Eaudaror Faujdar Mallah, of Bow Bazar, Calcutta, care of Khalifa, local peon, 
is not traceable up in Shiwal where he sent the money : he may be going under an 
alias. 

Sakhi Charan, Dosadh, of Hateshala, Shibpur, is not traceable up here in Eini- 
ganj where ho sent money ; he is probably some one else. 

Jahin, Dosadh, of Narkaldanga Golghar, Calcutta, is not traceable up here in. 
Shiwal; he lias probably another name. 

Musodhar Mallah, of Shyam bazar, Calcutta, is not traceable up'in Kirmanpur. 
Hares, Dosadh, oare of Hatho Lai, Dinapur, went down to Bengal four or five years 
ago and no trace of him has ever been got. 

I have taken Bairia only so far and am sending you down these notes to see if 
anything can be found out about the men who have apparently given false names ; also 
•whether you can ascertain how no trace of the men was got by the Bengal Police, 
when information sheets were sent down, particularly of the two who were living 
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•together, of whom they said one was present and the other not. I am returning the 
.post office lists with regard to these so that you can find out any other details you 
•want. I have marked the names mentioned above with blue pencil. 

I-shall make over my notes and the other lists-to Forbes who relieves me, so that 
•if any good is got from what has been done so far, he .can go into the .-other lists and 
■see how much more can be found out. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. KAYE, 

/ 

District Superintendent of Police, 

Ballia* 



APPENDIX VI 


MALLAHS. 


TRIBAE STATISTICS, NOTES, REPORTS, SEBEOTEB CASES, See. 





APPENDIX VI. 

1. Statement showing distribution of Mullah population in the United Prov¬ 
inces, the number of trading boats owned, the details of inter-provincial criminal 
connection and convictions in Bengal districts, and the police-station jurisdictions in 
the United Provinces in which special surveillance of the tribe is necessary. 
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Statement showing the distribution of Mallah population in the United Provinces, together 
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1 

DeliTa Dtiii... ... 

90 

43 


• a* 

• #K 


... 
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Sahfiranpur... ... ... 


131 
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1*4 
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3 

MuzafCarnagar ... 

04 
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Meerut 

629 
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0 

• t. 
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Bulandshahr 

1,039 
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35 

20 

G5 

5*203 

6 

Aligarh ... ... ... 

1,189 

1,003 
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20 

2(5 

2-18 


Agra Division 

17,548 

10,309 
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Muttra ... - ... ... 

2,229 

1,GG8 
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01 

10 

71 

3-23 
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Agra ... ... ... 

11,870 

10,747 
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335 

8 

843 

2-88 
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Earrukhabad ... ... 
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Ml 

4, 

3-418 

10 

Mainpuri ... 
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12*606 
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Et&wali 

3,035 
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4,4 
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Etah 

07 
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1,000 
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13*223 
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MU 

• a . 
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M4 
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19 

£ 

27 
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Gobarhetje Division 

34,910 

30,129 
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Gorakhpur ... ... 
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555 
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2C 
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6,725 


1 201 
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•269 
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with details of convictions obtained in Bengal against the United Provinces section of the tribe 
Jive years. 


Details of convictions in Bengal. 
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Notes and remarks as to police-stations in oacli district in the 
United Provinces in which special surveillance is necessary. 



20 

20 


Police-Btations (1) Chaprauli, two ; (2) Meert city, two. 
Police-stations (1) Jewar, -J,--?; (2) Danhaur, 13. 
Police-stations ( 1 ) Tapbai,, yV> (2) iGiiAS, \\ (3) Mursan, 
three ; (4) Bamiadevi tmo. 


1 





G - r iL. .. J.J ' h 


10 

8 


B 


20 


Police-stations (1 )Bikbraban, ^ ; (2) ; (3)Shergarh, 

T ; (4) StfElR, $ ; (6) Jaii, (0) Matahan, 

Police-stations (1) Mrozabad, 7 ^; (2) Fai'EIUBAD, | B ; (3) 
Taj&ANG, v 1 ; (4) Jaitpur, 20 ; (0) JUhlemadjmr, 25; (6) 
Khtemad-ud-daula, 25; (7) Finabat, 22; (8) Malpnra, 
20 ; (9) Uariparbat, 19; (10) dial, 19; 4’e. 

Police-stations (1) SlESAGANJ, 70 ; (2) Shihohabad, ono ; (3) 
Barnalad. 

Police-stations (1) Jaswantnagar, 18; (2) Barbpura, 13; 
(3) Sahsan, fioo ; (4) Auriya , 5. 


Police-stations (1) Kotwali, 10, 


Police-stations (1) Namb/janj, six ; (2) Kalianpur.four j (3) 
Bhognipur, four ; (4) Kniwali, three. 

Police stations (1) Khhmyur, | :| ; (2) Jeffery an j, night; (3) 
Knlianpur, oiyhl $ (4) Khajara, jive ; (0) Awmlijivu. 
Police-stations (1) lidjapvr, 27; (2) If ate, 15; (3) Jaspura, 
12; (4) ISuilaai, 1U; (!;) Banda, five-, (0) Kanmn, jive. 
Pnline-statiims (J) Manclha, 15; (2) IlainirpUr, eight; (3) L61- 
pnr, G ; (4) Suinorjmr, tivc. 

Polico-Btaiions (1) Dabaganj, ; (2) Bakaitt, J- 1 ; (3) Klic- 

- GAW J, ; (4) tSarai Agril, (5) 15; SAIMI, i-. 



2 . . 

23 1 1 1 1 1 12i. 

10. 1. „ ] l 

6 ..i...L ^ 


C If- -1-181 


2 65; 


1 1 - 1.2 


70 

13 

8 

97 


Police-stations (1) Mirzamwdd, 42; (2) Bdmmgar, 10; (3) 
Adamjmr, seven-, (4) Bhalupiir, seven-, (5) Chauocpttr, 
two j (0) Chaivh, three, 

Polioo-stat.imis (1) Kotwait, * 7 ; (2) OArrcRA, a $j(3) U«m, 
SCKITAWAK, -J- 1 ; (5) BraSHACIIJB, -J- 0 ; (G) GOMOANJ, ; 
§®• (4) (7) Bbadohi, 12. 

Police-stations Khutahan, 12; (2) Badjapur, 12; (3) Sab- 
patahia. 4 ; (4) Hhahcuw,' I; (5) KKRAim' J. 

Police-stations (1) Gahkar, -J- m ; (2) G-hdsijmr, {•; (3) Zama- 
nia, $; (4) Muiiamad abab, 

Police-station b (1) Ubhoan, ; (2) Bansdih. seven $ (3) 
Ballia, six ; (4) Gar war, <}; (5) Sikaudabpijb, 


6 1 1 3 2 1 4 ? J 




20 


0 


Polieo-station (1) Kotmdi, 117 ; (2) IXaia, 71; (3) Musaiea, 
3 ' <i ; (4) Bnderpur, 42; (5) &ola, 32; (G) Simra, 25 ; (7) 
Bel ghat, 20; (8) Sahjatmari, 24; (9) Ohawra, 22; (10) 
Begeruli, 20; #c. 

Police-stations (1) CcAoNr, f 1 ; (2) MeMaxal, 37; (3) Ban- 
halt a, 23 ; <4) BanH, 18 ; (5) Uska, ; (0) CMllia, 10; 
(7) Btidha, Bund, 31. 

Police-stations (1) Airaulia, 32; (2) Ahraula, “ ; (3) Malt- 
rajganj, 22; (4) Madhuban,l\ ; (5) Fatoai, 12; (Oj Kamlra- 
pur, 10; (7) KolitmH, seven-, (Hi Bamapnr, nine, 































( 7Ga ) 

Statement showing the distribution of Mallttk population in the United Provinces, together 

during the last 


■u 

<o 

s 

3 

525 

District or state. 

Census figures, 190 . 

Particulars of trading boats owned 
and Maimed by lnallalis. 

Conviction record. 

Percentage of conviction. 

CD 

a 

Female. 

Total. 

Present in district 
on 1st October 
1903. 

Absent in Bengal 
on 1st October 
1903. 

Total boats. 

a 

01 

tn 

Pi 

Ja tJ 

^ CD 

'S ,2 

-s* 

EH 

a 

o 

(-1 

In Bengal. 

*3 

o 

EH 
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2 
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4 

G 
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Lucknow Division 

3,113 

3,013 
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Lucknow ... 
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818 
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... 

24 

2‘4G1 
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1,475 
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27 
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1*000 

35 
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380 
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*770 

36 

Sitapnr 

11 
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30-30 

37 

Hardoi 

42 

57 
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000 

000 
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7-142 

38 

KBori ... H , ... 
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252 
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12 

M# 

12 

3-4,45 


Fyzabad Division 

8,782 

9,390 










39 

Fyzabad ,,, 

990 

1,047 


194 

130 

324 

1,120 

1G7 

14 

181 

18-282 

40 

Gonda ... ... ... 

175 

128 
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000 

... 

... 

31 

Ml 

31 

17-714 

41 

Baliraicb ... ... 

97 

90 


«•« 

010 

... 

... 

26 


* 20 

20-99 

42 

SultSnpur ... ... ... 

6,328 

6,049 


000 

€10 

Itl 

• M 

122 

• M 


2-288 

43 

Partabgark.,. »„ ... 

256 

226 



Itl 

041 

III 

21 



8-203 

44 

Bara Banki.,, ... 

1,936 

1,855 
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1 
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Total ... 

96,087 

107,455 


2,548 

2,928 

5,476 

17,637 
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( 77a ) 

with details of convictions obtained in Bengal against the United Provinces section of the tribe 
Jive years— (concluded). 


Details of convictions in Bengal. 
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Notes and remarks as to police-stations in each district in the 
United Provinces in which special surveillance ia necessary. 
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Police-stations (2) Hasanpnr, 16; (2) Dmlatgmj, fiva. 


Polico-stationa (1) j Fatehpur, 12; (2) Bafipw, nine j (3) 
Undo, four. 


Police-stations (1) Misrik/t, three. 


Police-Btations (1) Bihdni, three. 


Police-stations (1) Gola, 11. 


Police-Btations (1) JATjAlPUB, % 1 ; (2) UlKABE, £ 4 ; (3) 
HAIDABGANJ, 7} 4 ; (4) ItAUNAnr, $; (6) 1'urakalandar, 22 ; 
(6) ATclarpnr, 14; if) Bashhiri, I 1 ; (8) Mahrajganj, 10. 


Police-stations (1) Birpur, 10; (2) Sadullalmagar, 10 j (3) 
Jsaiodbganj, four; (4) Baehporwa, throe. 


Policc-statioiiB (1) Sajauli, 1.1; (2) Mbtipur, 11. 


Polieo-Etations (1) Sadar, 32 j (2) Kurebhar, SO; (3) Jaisingh- 
pur, 18 j (4) JIalliapur, 14 j (5) Mtutc/JlrMatm, nine ; (6) 
Stmbhma, nine. 


Police-stations (1) Bdniganj, 18; (2) As pur, two, 


Police-stations (1) Bdmmgar, 12; (2) Bholear, six. 


20a. 

















appendix VI. 

1 A.—List of „ p .oou atry men convicted in eaaea ofrivo, daooity and the{te (1893 _ 1903> 



list of up-country men convicted in cases of river dacoity and thefts on river during the 10 years from 1893 to 1903. 
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APPENDIX VI (2). 


Signature of Licensing Officer., 


Year. 

1, Renewed. 

2. Ditto. 

8. Ditto. 

4. Ditto. 

5. Ditto. 

6. Ditto*. 

7. Ditto. 

S. Ditto. 

9. Ditto. 

10. Ditto. 

Conditions. 

(1) This license is issued under authority of-- 

_and shall bo in force for a period of one year from 

date of first issue, or each .subsequent renewal. 

(2) Every master shall forthwith produce his lieonso for inspection by 

any Police Officer or Magistrate when required to do so : failure, 
&c. 

(3) No owner or master shall employ as a working hand any person who 

is reported by the Police as being a notoriously bad character and 
whose employment may have been forbidden by the officer issuing the 
license. 

(4) Masters shall comply with all the rules for the regulation of traffic on 

rivers issued by--under- 

(5) Every master shall be hound under section 45 to roporfc--- 


to the nearest river or District 


Police Officer, <&c., &c. 


&c,, 




( S3a ) 

Appendix . Form of Trade Boat License —vide paragraph , page ] part 


(1) District-- - —--- 

(2) Number of license—————- 

(3) Year of issue--——-— 

(4) Name, parentage, caste, and address of master 

(manjhi) - 

(5) Name, parentage, caste, and address of owner —• 

(G) Description of boat- 

(7) Amount paid for licensing fee———- 

(S) Names, parentage, caste, and address of crew em¬ 
ployed —-—- 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

G. 

7, 

8 . 

Signature of Licensing Officer. 


(1) District - - —-—-- 

(2) Number of license- - ——— 

(3) Year of isBUe--————— 

(4) Name, parentage, caste, and address of owner— 

(5) Name, parentage, caste, and address of master 

(manjhiJ -—-_ 

(6) Description of boat--- 

(7) Amount paid for licensing fee-— 

(8) Names, parentage, eaBte, and address of crew em» 

ployed---—, 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

G. 

7- 

8 . 

Signature of Licensing Officer. 


< S4a. ) 


Signature ®f Licensing Officer* 


Year. 

(1) Renewed, 

(2) Ditto. 

(3) Ditto. 

(4) Ditto. 

(5) Ditto. 

(6) Ditto. 

(7) Ditto. 

(8) Ditto. 

(9) Ditto. 

(10) Ditto. 

Conditions. 

(1) This license is issued under authority of.-—■- 

-and shall be in force for a period of one year from 

date of first issue, or each subsequent renewal, 

■(2) Every master shall forthwith produce his license for inspection by any 
Police Officer or Magistrate when required to do so: failure, <&c. 

(3) No owner or master shall employ as a working hand any person who is 

reported by the Police as being a notoriously bad character, and 
whose employment may have been forbidden by the officor issuing the 
license. 

(4) Master shall comply with all rules for the regulation of traffic on rivers 

issued by-under--— 


(-5) Every master shall be bound under seotion 45 to report- 


to the nearest river or District Police 


Officer, &c., &c. 


<fce,, &c. 



APPENDIX VI. 

o.—Statement showing proposed Elver Police Establishment required for the 
United Provinces. 
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JTotb C,*—Details of animal up-keep (t, e. paintings, repairs, renewal of masts, sails, lines, &c.) @ Rs. 50 per boat (for 30 boats) = Rs. 1,500. 

Note D.—Cost of coal for the launch will he borne by officer making use of the same, as in Bengal, the value being deducted from travelling allowance bills. 

Note E. —Patrol boats can either he posted as above and treated as part of the District Police Establishment, or can be collected in the form of a reserve at some convenient 
centre and deputed on the occasions of fairs, &c . The former course will be preferable. # 
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APPENDIX VI (4). 

No. 1732 (Marino). 
GOVERNMENT OP BENGAL. 


MARINE DEPARTMENT. 


From 

W. A. INGLIS, Esq., 

Offg. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

To 

(1) the AGENTS oe the RIVERS STEAM NAVIGATION COM¬ 
PANY, LIMITED ; and (2) the MANAGING AGENTS OK 
THE INDIA GENERAL NAVIGATION an d RAILWA Y 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 

Bated Calcutta, the 2()th October 1003. 


Gentlemen, 

t -i« (1) yom 1 Miter diitod tho Mtli 

Witk reference to the correspondence ending with 

meat, No. 1331 (Marine), dated the 11th August last’ 011 { ' ,C su ^j oot <•£ tho prii]>OHlvl tl> 

frame new or amended rules for the purpose of regulating tho steering, sailing, and 

management of yoseols under oars or sails on the 
inland waters of Bengal, I am directed to forward* 
for your information, the enclosed copies of letters’ 1 ' 
from the Commissioners of the Dacca and Presi¬ 
dency Divisions containing their views and those 


* (1) Letter from tho Commissioner of 
the Dacca Division, No. 2700., dated 
the 9th May 1903, and its enclosures. 

(2) Letter from the Commissioner of 
the Presidency Division, No. 347J.G., 
dated tho 23rd July 1903, and its enclo¬ 
sures. 


of the District Magistrates on the proposal. 

2. A perusal of the correspondence will show that tho subject is one which it 
is rather difficult to handle, and, with reference to the remarks contained in para¬ 
graph. 2 of the letter from the Commissioner of the Presidency Division, I am to 
request that you will be so good as to specify, as far as possible, tho particular 
places at whioh the difficulties in navigation, referred to in your memorial, are most 
felt. I am also to point out in this connection that tho larger country-boats appear 
to require as deep water as the steamers, and that this fact has to ho recognised in 
framing any rules on the subject. 


I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
W, A. INGLIS, 

Offg. Secretary. 
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No. 270G., dated Dacca, the 9tli May 1903. 

From—H. Savage, Esq., Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 


To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Marine Department. 

Sir, — With reference to your No. 575 (Marine), dated the 19th March 1903, and 
the copy of a memorial sent therewith on the subject of rules for the prevention of 

collisions on inland waters, I have the honour to 
send herewith copies of letters* I have received 
from the District Magistrates of Dacca, Bakar- 
ganj, and Farid pur, whom I have consulted on the subject, and to give below my 
opinion thereon. 


* No. 197, dated the 24tli April 1903. 
No. 414G., dated the 4tli May 1903. 
No. 557G., dated the 4th April 1903. 


2. It is generally admitted that the complaints of the memorialists against tho 
men in charge of country-boats are justified by the extreme carelessness with which 
those men navigate the boats in their charge, and there can be no doubt that regula¬ 
tions at onec easy to comply with and to enforce aro neoded. 


3. The rules which it seems to mo will answer this description arc— 

(1) the boats must oil the approach of a steamer move towards or into the 

shoal water so far as is necessary to leave sufficient fair way for the 
.steamer : provided that whon a steamer is overtaking a boat going with 
tho tido in the same direction near the bend of a river, tho boat shall 
incline towards tho point and not towards the bend or bight whichever 
side of the river tlie shoal water may be ; 

(2) that no boat shall make fast in tho bond of a river or channel in more 

than four feet of water, unless there be between it and the shore furthest 
from it a channel of deep water more than 50 yards wide ; 

Notr.—I am not um-c whether the GO yards will be sufficient. This is a question which the memo¬ 
rialists can best answer.") 

(3) that no boat shall anchor or tio up in any place in which at the bottom 

of the ebb tide Ihore is fivo foot of water or more. 


4. It is doubtful whether rules to tho effect of those given above can legally bo 
made under either the inland Steam-Vessels Act or tlie Canals Act as they stand at 
present. The former Act, according to its preamble, is to regulate tho survey of 
steam-vessels, the examination of engineers, investigation of matters in which tho 
conduct of masters and ongineors of steam-vessels is in question, and for tho protec¬ 
tion. of passengers and goods carried on steam-vessels from danger by fire, <&c., and 
if tlie preamble has auy effect, it excludes from the scope of tho Act the regulation 
of traffic in vessels other than steam-vessels, unless in so far as that regulation is 
necessary to prevont danger of firo to passengers and goods on steam-vessels. In 
the amending Act VII of 1899 the restriction implied by tho preamble seems to 
have been disregarded ; but to remove auy doubts it will be advisable if it bo decided 
to make rules under this Act to amend it by striking out the preamble and (as the 
.Magistrate of Bftkarganj suggests) by adding to seofcion 50A an express authority 
to make rules as to the navigation, anchoring, and tying up of vessels other than 
.steam-vessels. 

5. Under the Canals Act (section 11) rules can only be made for tho manage¬ 
ment of the canal and conduct of persons employed on canal works, and it is very 
doubtful whether rules buoIi as are wanted can be legally framed under an Act which, 
according to the preamble, is for the collection of tolls and construction and improve¬ 
ment of lines of navigation. 

6. But even if tho rules can be made under one or other of these Acts as they 
stand at present legislation will be necessary, unless tho rules are to remain practi¬ 
cally a dead letter, except perhaps in channels over which the Canal authorities have 
.effective control; for, before the boatmen can be induced to obey the rules, it must bo 
brought homo to them that there is a probability of punishment following on their 
breach, and ordinarily it will be impossible to make them realize this unless the 
breach of the rules be made a cognizable offence. 

23a 



( 90a ) 

7. The boats which interfere most with navigation are the big ami clumsy 
rice and jute boats en route to and from Calcutta. These night or day, when wind 
and tide are favourable, sail along in the middle of the fair way fas 1 have seen 
scores of times myself), the whole crew fast asleep except one man at the helm, wlu> 
is either so somnolent or indifferent, that he pays no attention to a steamer’s whistle 
and only changes his course, if he chauges it at all, when the steamer, unable to pass 
has with the engines stopped drifted down on him. On men who can be indifferent, 
like this rules will have no effect unless there be an immediate prospect of punish¬ 
ment for ignoring them, and this there cannot be unless the power of arresting the 
offender be given to officers w T ho will be likely to view the commission of kho' 
offence. 

8. If the breach of the rules were made cognizable often cos, the police patrol 
boats would sometimes be present when the broach is committed, and in places where 
the boatmen are most callous, it will be possible to bring them to book by sending" 
constables on the steamers with instructions to board the boats which breach tiuv 
rales and arrest the offenders ; but unless there be power to do this, there is no method 
with the existing machinery in which the men of this class who, as I have said, arc 
the worst offenders can be brought into Court ; for the boats are so much alike that 
it would be impossible for any spectator to identify one again affcor ho had once lost 
sight of it, and unless the boat be found and identified, it will bo impossible to apply 
for issue of process against the crew, and even if process be issued, there will bo very 
little prospect of its service or execution. 

9. I am aware that the power of arrest may be abused;* but I see no greater 
danger of its abuse iu respect of this class than of other classes of cognizable offences,, 
and since without it the worst offenders will go scot-froe it will bo better not to* 
make the rules at all than to make them without adding the power of arrest. 

No. 197, dated Dacca, the 24-th April 1903. 

From—J. T. Rankin, Esq., Collector of Dacca, 

To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 

Sir, —With reference to your memorandum No; 57G., dated' the 17th instant,, 
forwarding for report a letter from Government on the subject of rules for the regu¬ 
lating steering, sailing, and management of vessels under oars and-sails on the inland- 
waters of Bengal, I have the honour to submit as follows. Some such rules scorn 
desirable, because mdnjhis of such boats are generally extremely careless, and most 
of the collision a which occur are due to their haphazard navigation and their conft- 
denoe that steamers will avoid them. 

2. 1 regret that the time- allowed me to reply has not been sufficient to enabler 
me to prepare any draft rules. 

3. Any rales which may be made need not be-framed, as it seems to me, under 
the Canals Act, nor do-1 think this would be advisable. The Canals Act is uofc in¬ 
fo roe except in such, places as it is declared to be so. But the- rules required are as- 
necessary in the narrow rivers of this district as they are in the Sundurbans, and it 
would be difficult to specify channels to which the Act ought- to be extended', and iff 
the Act were so extended it would be merely for the sake of the rules.. The Inland 
Steam-Vessels Act gives the Local Government power to make rules “for the pro¬ 
tection of inland steam-vessels from collisiodf” (vide section 50A). If steam-vessels 
are to be protected against collision, not only should the- duty of their masters be¬ 
laid down, but the duty of persons in charge of all vessels they are likely to meet 
should be clearly specified, and it seems to me that this is the proper section under 
which the proposed rules should be made. The second portion of this section is not 
exhaustiveit merely says that the rules may regulate “the following- among other- 
matters.” If my view be correct, the law requires no amendment, and rules may be 
published at once by the Local Government. 

4. The enclosures are herewith returned, 
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No. 414G.J dated Barisal, the 4th May 1903. 

From— Donald Weston, Esq., Offg. Magistrate of Bdkarganj, 

To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division, 

Sees,—-' With reference to your No. 166G., dated the 27th ultimo, forward¬ 
ing a memorial of Steamer Companies, and asking for certain opinions, I have the 
honour to state— 

(i) it appears to me that rules of the nature sought for could be more properly 
made under section 50A of the Inland Steam-Vessels Act, provided that 
it be further amended. Clause 4 of the amending Act VII of 1899 
prescribes certain additions to section 50A of the' Inland Steam- Vessels 
Act. I would make a further amendment to 50A(2)(c), so that it 
would run-— 

“(c) the carriage and exhibition of lights by, and the place and method of 
anchorage or tying lip of, other vessels on inland waters, c&c. ” 
Apparently Act V (B.C.) of 1864 applies only to> certain specified lines of 
navigation.- 

(' ii ) It is for the Marine Department, in consultation with the Legislative' 
Department, to draw up rules. I can only say that of the five sugges¬ 
tions made in paragraph 9 of the memorial, the first three seem reason¬ 
able, and effect may be given to them. The fourth runs —“ that boats at 
night should make fast in a line and not in a group;'’ it should be 
specified that such lino is to be parallel to the bank. The fifth sugges¬ 
tion would not bo workable as a rule. People who come to hdts tie up 
their boats and go on shore to buy and sell. A man who came alone 
could not bo expected to rush off on the approach of a steamer, leaving 
Ins wares unprotected, in order to move his boat. The Magistrate has 
power under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, to make rules re- 
gardiug the place where boats should tie up at any particular hdt and 
what particular method should be adopted to prevent obstruction and 
danger to human life, and the Local Government can perpetuate such 
rules by publication in the Gazette. 

(Hi) I doprecato the employment of a special staff of the nature of a river 
police to sec that such rules arc not infringed. It would mean a further 
opportunity for blackmail and free fish-dinners for all so employed. 
The rules could be translated into the vernacular, circulated through 
chaibhiddrs and panehaycts in overy village, and published by beat 
of drum in the chief hdts. 

2. It would also bo well if, on the other hand, a note of warning could be 
Sounded in these rules to the navigators of vessels using search lights. It has 
several times been brought to my notice by complaint, and, as rocently as last week, 
by personal experience, that these lights are frequently used in a dangerously 
reckless manner. The search light is turned full to the approaching vessel and kept 
on. It is thou impossible for the man at the wheel of the approaching vessel to sco 
a yard in any direction outside his own boat. My personal experience was whon I 
was travelling northwards in the steam-launch Alice. Tlio search light was turned 
on us, and whon the opposing steamer was nearly on us wo suddenly discovered she 
had two flats lashed on the port side. We escaped with about three feet to spare 
between us and the hank on our starboard side and us and the flat on our port side. 
Mr. Bell, when Collector here, was in a collision when the Khulna steamer ran 
into a flat lashed alongside a steamer carrying a search light, and tins was solely 
due to the fact that the search light was kept on to the Khulna steamer, and there¬ 
fore neither he nor any one on board could sco the flat. 

3, The enclosures to your letter are returned herewith as requested* 
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No. 557G.J dated Farid pur, the 4th April 1903. 

From— K. C. Be, Esq., Magistrate of Faridpur, 

To—The Commissioner of the Dacca Division. 

Sib,—W ith reference to your memorandum No. 4121G., dated the 27th March 
last,*I have the honour to report as follows, 

2. I do not think that the Government of Bengal has any power to make tho 
rules proposed by the Rivers Steam Navigation and Railway Company, Li mi bod, 
under either section 50A of the Inland Steam Navigation Act of 1384, as amended 
by Act VII of 1899, or under section 11 of Act V (B. C.) of 1804. But if the 
higher authorities consider that they have power to do so, the following rules may 
be made to avert collisions ;— 

“The following rules are made lor the regulation of river traffic on the river 
Kumar from its mouth at Madaripnr to the bend at Ohur Mngnria, and on tho Bhcol 
route from Taker Hat to the junction of jthe Harid&spur canal with tho river 
Madhumati- 

“ (1) When a steamer is approaching, all country-boats shall be required to go 
into shoal water, leaving a passage for the steamer ill deep water. 

■“ (2) When a steamer is overtaking a boat going with the tido in Olio same 
direction near the bend of the rivor, tho boat shall be required to 
incline towards or turn off to the point and not towards the bond or 
bight. 

(3) Boats shall not be allowed to make fast in the bend of tho rivers, but 
aloug the bank in a straight reach, in single file and not in groups.” 

S. A special river police will be required to enforce the rule for the first season, 
after which I trust the boatmen will know the rules and follow them without auy 
(Objection. 

4. Your letter and enclosures are herewith returned. 

No. 347J.G., dated Calcutta, the 23rd July 1903. 

From—P. C. Lyon, Esq., Offg. Commissioner of tho Presidency Division, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Rongal, Marine Department. 

Sib,—I have the honour to, acknowledge the receipt of Government orders 
No. 575 (Marine), dated the 19th March L903, forwarding a copy of a memorial 
from the Agents of the Rivers Steam Navigation Company and the India General 
Navigation and Railway Company, in which the request that, new or amended 
rules may be made with the view of regulating the steering, sailing, and management, 
of vessels under oars or sails in the inland waters of Bengal, and asking for my 
opinion on several points in connection with the same. 

2. In reply, I beg to forward herewith a copy of a letter No. 3331, dated the 
30th June 1903, from the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, in which he submits a 
careful report on the subject as well as draft rules for the regulation of the naviga¬ 
tion of country-boats in the water routes of Bengal. I find myself ?n general 
agreement with Mr. Sfcevenson-Moorc, but submit the following further comments 
on the subject. I venture to suggost that the Steamer Companies have not as yot 
made out a case for interference. It appears to me to be useless to pass any general 
rules, as such will be honoured only in the breach, ancl we must in consequence be 
prepared to face the fact that any effective interference must take the form of some¬ 
what stringent rules to be enforced summarily by the Riyer Police, with the usual 
consequences in the shape of a certain amount of blackmail and oppression by needy 
subordinates. I submit, therefore, that the Companies should be asked (1) toi 
strengthen their position by some recital of facts apd figures that will tend to prove 
that the nuisance complained of is actually pressing and serious and warrants strong 
action pn the p&rt of Government; and (2) to supply definite information as to 
the channels, bends or localities where the difficulties referred to are specially 
experienced, in order that, should suoh action appear necessary, Government may 
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judge of the length of the waterways to be patrolled and the places at which River 
Police must be stationed for the enforcement of such rules as may be passed. 
Should the Government be of opinion that the information afforded by the Com¬ 
panies warrants action, I think that, as suggested by Mr. Stevenson-Moore, rules 
may be framed under section 11 of the Canals Act V (B.C.) of 1864 (to be 
made applicable only to the dangerous channels, bends or localities defined in them) 
of the nature of the special rules drafted by him ; such rules to be enforced by the 
River Police deputed to patrol such channels, &c., and this police force being given 
powers of arrest against persons transgressing. As noted above, I would deprecate 
the issue of general rules to be applied to all waters, as such could not be properly 
enforced, and I would further urge that the special rules should be enforced in strictly 
limited areas, and only on good and sufficient cause being shown by the Companies 
for their application to such areas. 

No. 3331, dated Alipur, the 30th June 1903. 

From—C. J. Stevenson-Moore, Esq., Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, 

To, —Tho Commissioner of the Presidency Division. 

Sir, —In reply to your circular No. 163J.G., dated the 7th April 1903, forward¬ 
ing copy of Government letter No. 575 (Marine), dated the 19th March 1903, 
regarding the framing of rules to regulate the navigation of country-boats in the 
water routes of Bengal, I have the honour to submit the following report. 

2. If it is thought advisable to frame such rules, section 11 of Act V of 1864 
would apparently supply the necessary authority. The wording would seem to be 
sufficiently comprehensive, and the Canals Act can under section 2 be applied to any 
navigable channel. The only difficulty is that the police in case of an infringement 
of the rules would have no power of arrest. It is apparently necessary that they 
should be armed with such powers, and, if so, section 11 of the Act would require to 
be amended. 

3. The only rules to regulate country-boat traffic which appear to be at 
present in force are articles 4, 5 uud 6 of tho rules, dated 23rd August 1900, framed 
under section 50A of the Inland Steam-Vessels Amendment Act of 1899 and relate 
solely to the exhibiting of lights. It appears from tho memorial of tho River 
Companies that the difficulties of navigation for which country-boats are responsible 
.are of the following kinds :— 

(1) Danger of collision from boats being allowed to drift with tho tide, one 

man being posted at t3ie rudder to keep the craft on mid-stream 
and the rest of the crew being fast asleep. 

(2) Obstruction to through navigation off hdts , noticeably at the Angeria 

creek, -where large numbers of boats congregate on h&t days and 
occupy the greater portion of the navigable channel, 

(3) Extortionate claims in oase of collisions owing to the expense and 

trouble of contesting claims in mufassal Courts. 

(4) Tho rules regarding exhibition of lights are not observed. 

4. The remedies suggested are— 

(1) that light craft should be made to go into shoal water allowing a 

clear passage for the steamer in deep water; 

(2) that a boat when being overtaken by a steamer should be required 

to incline towards the inside of the bond ; 

(3) that boats should make fast in a straight reach, not in the bend 

of a river; 

(4) that they should make fast in a line and not in a group ; and 

(5) that at palaces where boats congregate in deep water, they should 

on approach of a steamer clear out into shallow water. 

5. The River Companies experience the difficulties brought to notice mainly in 
Khulna and Barisah In the 24-Pargan.as, where the channels are broad,, they find 
that navigation 13 easy and unimpeded. The first point that strikes me therefore 

24a 
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is that any rules to regulate the navigation of country boats should be divided into 
two parts—the first part containing rules of general application, the second part 
containing very much more stringent rules to be applied to cortain specified channels. 
I n the first part would come rules about lights and drifting ; in the second part 
fhose required to insure a sufficient width of the deep channel being kept free lor 
the passage of steamers. 

6 . In the 24-Parganas the boat traffic does not follow the same route as the 
river steamers. In Khulna and Barisal, I imagine, it does. The main country boat 
routes in the 24-Parganas are guarded by river patrols. If a similar agency is 
available in the other two districts the enforcement of any rules designed to regulate 
boat traffic would prove fairly simple. If not, the thfina or special police will have 
to be employed at selected places, as, for instance, at Angeria Creek. 

7. The rules might be on the following lines:— 

General Rules. 

(1) All vessels which ply by oars or sails, whether under way or not, must carry 
elevated on a mast or spar one white light in a lantern so constructed as to show a 
clear uniform and unbroken light visible all round. 

(2) When suoh a vessel is at anchor or aground it must carry the light so situated 
as to be visible across water for at least one mile. 

(3) When such a vessel is under way and being overtaken, a white light shall 
be shown from the stern. 

(4) No vessel is allowed to drift stern foremost with the current or tide. A 
mdnjhi infringing this rule may be arrested and prosecuted under section 230, Indian 
Penal Code. 

Special rules for specified channels. 

(1) These rules are applicable to the following 1 channels only 

(2) A space of at least feet in width must be left clear for the passage of 
steamers in the deep water side of the channel in a straight reach and feel; 
round a curve. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of article 11 of the rules framed under 
section 50A of the Steam Vessel Amendment Act of 1899, vossel plied by oars or 
sails when under way must go into shallow water, or elsewhere to have this space 
clear for the passage of a steamer. Steamers must slow down or take other steps 
necessary to allow of reasonable time for this to be done. 

(4) No vessels will be allowed on any account to be moored or anchored in 
such a way as to obstruct the channel, required by rule 2, to be left clear. 

(5) The penalty for an infringement of these rules is a fine not oxceeding Re. 50 
for the first breach and Rs. 5 per diem if continued. 

APPENDIX VI. 

• 

5 »—Selections from records,.notes, reports, and correspondence, &g 

. . VI (5)—A. 

Dated Lakhimpur, the 7th December 1903. 

Pbom— Pattjok, , 

To—District Superintendent of Police in Camp. 

%|£atisties showing castes addicted to crime J 

SlK, —The Police Gazette of 2nd December 1903 requires a statement of convic¬ 
tions obtainedagainst certain castes to be sent to Mr. Bramloy, District Superintendent 
of Police on special duty in the Benares district.. In the list aheriahs, mallahs,[and 
kewats are mentioned. 

Having been in charge of the Tundla Division of the Government Railway 
Police for a number of years, I am able to say something about aheriahs and mallahst 

Aheriahs. These men are identical with the bahelias of Oudh aud intermarry 
In the United Provinces they extend from the. Pun j fib right down as far as Etfiwah-. 
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gome few are found in Cawnpore district, but not many. They are addicted to 
violent crime and are dangerous in the extreme, as their raids are all planned and 
their system of work so secret as to defy the Police. Many years ago Mr. Warburton 
of the Punjab Police made an exhaustive report to the United Provinces of the 
crime they committed in the Punjab mainly from the Aligarh and Bulandshahr 
districts, and, if I am not mistaken, he was able to show that this absence of groups 
was deliberately concealed in both the above named districts. If these men arrange 
an escnrsion into the Punjab, they conceal their identity under the name dhdJc 
puchia, i.e. gum collectors in the Punjab dhdlc jungles, and it has long been sus¬ 
pected in Bulandshahr and Aligarh that most of the aheria absconded offenders are 
concealed in those jungles collecting gum (Dragon's blood). Some four years ago 
at Poona railway station I had a couple of most interesting cases arrested, and 
subsequently detected in Karnal. Pull reports of these cases will be found in the office 
of the Deputy Inspector-General of Government Railway Police. Two gangs of 
four each (five being dangerous ou account of the risk of being run in for dacoity) 
went to the Punjab as attar vendors. Aheriahs in Aligarh and Bulandshahr have 
large plantations of rose plants. They went supplied with loug-nosed pincers, the 
nose being fiat and sharp as a knife blade. They went in summer in order to get 
people asleep outside their houses or on roofs as in the Punjab. Getting close to 
their victims asleep they inserted these pincers between the knots of anklets, armlets, 
necklets, <fcc., and pulled the jewellery apart. Iu order to strip a woman or child 
thoroughly, they tickled them with their fingers or a feather so as to make them 
•turn over. In short the system was artistic in the extreme. I may also remark that 
in the Agra Junction goodshed cases I made raids in the Ha (liras circlos and arrested 
aheriahs there.: these case papers will also be found in the office of Deputy Inspeotor- 
Genoral of Government Railway Police, and I think I have mentioned therein that 
large gangs of these aheriahs were committing violent crime all about Etah, Mainpuri, 
Et&wah, Agra, and Cawnpore. Mr. Bramley was himself District Superintendent of 
Police, Mainpuri, at the time, and will remember the big Cawnpore dacoifcies with 
murder in which AJigarh aheriahs were hanged and convicted. In committing crime 
off the line of rail, a distinctive feature of tho aheriah is that he will hug canals or 
rivers, and his career of crime will run close along such waterways, canals, especially 
which offer shades and secluded roads. Ahoriahs are also most expert railway thieves, 
and the records of the Tuudla section teem with complaints against this race of 
people. They have also been long suspected in many undetected oases of attempted 
train wrecking (vide reports with Deputy Inspector-General, Government Railway 
Police). 

Mallahs and Kewats .—All along the Jumna, ou both sides of the river right up 
to Allahabad and from Delhi, these people are moro or loss implicated in crime. I 
can speak with some authority with regard to the Etowah and Agra mallahs, and 
records in tho Deputy Inspoetor-Gonoral's office will confirm what I say. In the 
Agra and Etfiwah districts most violent crime is nursed across tho bordor, i.e. 
beyond the Chambal. Dacoits cross over into British territory and get back with 
little or no risk because the mallahs on the river are all in the know, and from being 
jackals in past years have now taken to organized crimo themselves. In the Deputy 
Inspector General's office will be found a full report of a capture I made in village 
Nagaria, Circle Firozabad, district Agra. I think there were about two males left in 
tho whole village unconvicted after I had been at them for about four years. As a 
sample of what these men are, the Bijnor case is ample evidence. This gang used to 
come in thirty odd miles to raid goods trains on the line of railway : valuable goods 
would be thrown out at a certain pre-arranged spot where camels, donkeys, and ponies 
were in attendance to carry the stolen property miles away into Bhind vid Etfiwah 
and across the Chambal into Gwalior territory. At this distance of time I cannot 
remember all particulars, but I think Mr. Bramley could get all my reports to 
Deputy Inspector General of Government Railway Police, and they would perhaps 
be of use. 
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Lodhs. —I do not find these men included in the statement of Police Gazette? 
above quoted. This caste in Agra, Etdwah, Mainpuri, &c., is much addicted to crime 
and violent crime. I remember Mr. Bromley making an arrest of a gang of dacoits 
in Mainpuri mainly consisting of Lodhs. 

Forwarded in original to P. B. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of 
Police on Special duty, Benares. 

R. K. MOSELEY, 

District Superintendent of Police . 

Kheri : •) 

The 8th December 1903. j 

APPENDIX VT.-5-B. 

Copy of Judgment in King-Emperor versus Beni (or Bansi), Kaxlu, Sital, and 
Mahabi u, mallahs, sections 405 and -p^-, passed by Munshi Banke Beiiari 
Lal, Deputy Magistrate , class, dated 21th April 1904. 

Accused Beni (or Bans!}, Sital, Kallu, and Mahabir have been sent up by the 
police under sections 407 and Indian Penal Code. The facts of the case arc as 
follows :— 

Beni is a mdnjhi and plies his boat on hire ; other accused are his labourers (ser¬ 
vants). On the 22nd April at Kdlakd-nkar, complainant entrusted 144 bags, 88 
containing mustard each weighing 2 maunds and 20 seers and 56 containing poppy¬ 
seed (postd) each weighing 2 maunds and 5 seers to Beni (or Bansi) accused to take 
them in his boat to Gotinghat for hire. The accused took out a little from each bag 
by using wooden pegs. They inserted the peg in each bag and so made a hole and 
pilfered a little of the mustard and poppy seed from each bag. Thereafter they 
caused the holes to disappear. The accused made over the pogs to the police, which 
fact they now admit. These pegs are so smooth that it can be inferred that they 
have been much used. The stolen property was kep>t in the house of one Bansi (or 
Beni) maliak of Jahangirabad, where it was discovered by the police. Complainant 
brought the charge and the case was sent up. Accused deny the oharge, but admit 
all the facts of the case. They admit having taken the stolen property out of the bag * 
and having kept It in the house of Beni (or Bansi) mallah. 

They put in as their plea that such thefts are committed by all, and it is a 
dastur, and whenever such thefts are discovered by the owners, they either warn the 
culprits and let them off or make them pay the price. 

This dastur even if it exists is not allowed by law. If a gang of thieves makes 
a rule or dastur for themselves, it cannot do them any good if the case comes into 
court. It appears that mallahs are accustomed to such things ; but anyhow it is an 
offence and should be put down. The mallahs can, if they are not sufficiently paid, 
enhance their wages ; but their such dastur cannot be allowed. The accusod did not 
produce any witnesses in their defence. Bansi was entrusted with property, and he 
is the ringleader and everything was done under his orders, and he will get the 
largest share, other accused are his labourers and accomplices, but they were not 
entrusted with the property. Bansi is the real culprit and other accused arc his 
abettors. In passing sentence I should not lose sight of the fact that the owners had 
always been lenient in such matters and did not pay full wages to mallahs. 

I sentence Beni to four months’ rigorous imprisonment under section 407, Penal 
Code and Sital, Mahabir, and Kallu to two months’ rigorous imprisonment under 
sections —g-, Indian Penal Code. 

Extract from the Deputy Inspector-General’s Inspection remarks, dated 1 6th 

August 1900, on Partdpur. 

“ There seems no doubt that there is a large amount of crime of a very serious 
and organized description on the big rivers which our present police system does not 
control. The question wants thorough inquiry by some special officers whose first 
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steps should be to arrange a conference at Dacca of all the District Superintendents 
and Chief Inspectors of the districts of Farid pur, Khulna, Bogra, Dacca, 
Mymensingh, Barisal, Patna, and Rangpur. These officers should come to this 
meeting with maps and carefully-prepared information, regarding river dacoities 
committed during the past 10 years, lists of known and suspected gangs, copies of all 
confessions, &c. With information thus thrown together, some general scheme may 
well be thrashed out and placed before the Inspector-General for approval.” 

Memorandum No. 1229S. 

Forwarded to the District Superintendent of Police, through the Magistrate, 

, for information, with the request that a conference may be arranged 
at Dacca, as suggested by the Deputy Inspector-General. The District Superintend¬ 
ent of Police, Dacca, to preside, and from information which may be gathered at the 
conference to submit a general scheme for the approval of the Inspector-General. 
When the proposed scneme is approved, Inspector Imdad Ali, selected by the Deputy 
Inspector-General, as the best officer to deal with the work, may be deputed. 

Bengal Police Office, By order, 

Calcutta : £ K. P. THOMAS, 

The 28th October 1900. J Ofy. Personal Assistant. 

Memorandum No. 

Office of the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, 
Writers’ Bdildinos, Calcutta. 

The 81 si October 1901. 

From—K. P. Thomas, Esq., Offg . Personal Assistant, 

To—The Deputy Inspector-General of Police, S. E. Range. 

[llojercnce. —Correspondence ending with, this offico H. M. No. 1124G, dated 10th September 1901. 
Subjoct,— Conference at Dacca to concert measures for tiro prevention of river dacoities,] 

The Inspector-General observes that there are believed to be a considerable 
number of dacoities and thefts on the big rivers ; but there are very few reported. 
The staff of patrols at present is small and extremely insufficient, useless officers 
being as a rule deputed for this duty. If anything like an effective system of patrol 
is to be established, it must be composed of a much bettor class of men and probably 
a much larger number of them. The question of improvement of the River Police 
has been constantly under consideration; and there have been two recent conferences. 
At the last one, held at Dacca, certain resolutions wore arrived at ; but the opinion 
was expressed that the meeting had been called too hurriedly and that a further 
conference was necessary. No such conference has yet been held. On the other 
hand, Mr. Morohead, the Magistrate of Tipperah, in a full note, has reported that a 
free use of section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, has had most beneficial results in. 
his district in freeing the localities, where it has been used, from this species of crime. 
If this bo the case, Mr. Bright thinks that the District Sipoerintendonts of Police of 
the other distriots concerned should consider whether the section might not be very 
useful in their districts. What is wanted before any proposal can even be considered 
is a record of the real amount of crime. It may be correct to hold, as the Dacca 
conference did, that not one-fourth the crime is reported ; but unless there are facts to 
prove this, no Government will look at any proposal for an establishment or a system 
made out to meet this supposed state of things. The best plan will, the Inspector- 
General is of opinion, be to hold another conference at Dacca of the District Super¬ 
intendents of Police of the districts who met last year under the Deputy Inspector- 
General as president, and for them to consider the last year’s resolution in the light 
of the experience gained during the last year. The conference should be held about 
the 15th December next, so that officers may have sufficient time to consider the 
question before they meet* Inspector Imdad Ali ought to have obtained valuable 
information. 


25a 
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The District Superintendents concerned should also be asked to prepare and 
bring with them to the conference the following information :— 

1. '—A. statement in the following form regarding the present stall'of patrol 
boats:— 

Column (1) Number of boats sanctioned for Patrol duty. 

„ (2) Crew and cost of up-keep of each. 

„ (3) Number and grade of Police officers attached to each. 

„ (4) Where stationed. 

„ (5) Registers kept, if any. 

„ (G) Duties of each boat. 

II. —A map of the district showing (1) place of occurrence of all river dnoffi- 
ties during the past five years; (2) all principal halting-places and hits on the river 
banks; (3) all police stations and outposts ; (4) places at which they propose const 
guard stations ; on patrol boats should bo stationed. 

III. —A statement in the following form showing proposals they wish to make, 
and cost:— 

Column 1. Number of coast guard, on patrol boats required. 

„ 2. Proposed staff for each, Police officers and crow. 

„ 3. Cost of up-keep of crow of each boat. 

„ 4. Cost of police force for each boat. 

„ 5. Registers to be kept up, if any. 

„ 6- Duties required of each boat. 

IV. —A careful noto on (1) the present working of their patrol boats ; (2) any 
proposals they wish to make for improvement; (8) reasons for cause of failure of 
present system; (4) reasons for any increase in expenditure their proposals may 
entail. 

The District Superintendents should also bring with them to the conference a 
statement showing the number of cases of river dacoity in their districts from 1890 
to 1901. The Deputy Inspector-General is requested to fix a date for the con¬ 
ference and communicate the same to the District Superintendents concerned. 

By order, 

K. P. THOMAS, 

Personal Assistant 

Memorandum No . 16488. 

Office of the Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces, 
Writers’ Buildings, Calcutta. 

The Vlth October 1903. 

From— R. A. Dundas, Esq., Personal Assistant, 

To—P. B. Bramley, Esq,, District Superintendent of Police, Benares. 

In accordance with the request to be furnished with a list of all boatmen 
convicted of river thefts and river dacoities in Bengal and Assam, informs him that 
it will be complied with as soon as the list under preparation is ready. 

2. Informs him also that a certain number of police patrol boats are employed 
on the rivers in Bengal for protection of boat-trade and watching the movements of 
riverside criminals; but the patrol boats arc few in number, and though their 
operations may he deterrent to the local criminals, they are, for manifest reasons, 
of no use to check the depredation of river dacoifcs from up-country, who assume 
the guise of peaceful traders and about whom the officers in charge of patrol boats 
know nothing. The matter of affording efficient protection has been represented 
to the Bengal Government, and there is a proposal on foot to depute a District 
Superintendent*or Assistant District Superintendent in the coming cold weather to 
make local enquiry and decide on mooring stations at convenient distances on the 
rivers, which will be protected by Police, and to which all boats will bo advised to 
resort when they halt for the night. A printed copy of the proposal is attached 
herewith. 
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As regard the methods of committing crime the three principal are— 

(1) to cut away a boat at night from the mooring gh.it and drift or tow her to 

a lonely part of the river and 'hen set upon the crew ana loot the contents ; 

(2) to come alongside a boat travelling after nightfall on pretext of‘getting 

hro, and then to attack and loaf, the boat; 

(o) to leave their own boats in dinghies and to proceed to villages on or near 
the riverside and there commit dacoity or burglary ashore. It is also 
known that these up-country boatmen, when plying their boats for hire,, 
broach or misappropriate cargo entrusted to their care. 

By order, 

R. DUNDAS, 

Personal Assistant. 


No. 71, dated Darjeeling, the 80th September 1902. 

From—R. W* Carlyle, Esq., C.I.E., Ofifg. Inspector-General of Police, 

Lower Provinces, 

To_The Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Sir,— X submit herewith my proposals regarding the river police called for 
in your No. 3525J., dated Calcutta, the 12th August 1902. I regret that I can only 
submit preliminary proposals in outline, as though information is being collected 
on which it may be possible to base a complete scheme, that information is still 
far too incomplete to permit of this being done at present. Boon after taking up 
my present appointment, I read through the papers in 1900 and 1901 regarding 
two conferences held at Dacca, with regard to the question of river polices. 
It appeared to mo that these conferences, which came to diametrically opposite 
conclusions, failed because neither of them (and especially the latter) had trust¬ 
worthy information as to existing facts. I accordingly placed two Inspectors and 
a Sub-Inspector on special duty to make inquiries in the river districts of Eastern 
Bengal, and see if they could get information of crime not reported to the police. 
They were to go to hdt s, &c., and find out what was actually going on. They 

commenced work in July,* and I have now 
pJATSo d wo“' In °' '-ecoivocl information which scorns to pla.ee beyond 

reasonable doubt the existence of a very serious 
state of things as regards river crime. In one district, where only 12 true river 
daeoiiies wore reported in 11 years, Inspector Pyari Mohan Biswas got particulars 
of over 90 river dacoitios (including attempts) in a little over two years. I am 
obtaining similar information from other districts, but none have as yet been so 
thoroughly explored as Pubua. 


2. There is some reason to believe, from information received from the 
United Provinces, that oven now we are not getting at the whole of the crime, as boat¬ 
men are suspected of coming from some districts of those Provinces to commit 
daeoities in Bengal. I propose, as soon as the rains are over, to depute two of my 
best Bihari Inspectors to make inquiries in the United Provinces, to be followed 
up by an attempt to discover in Bengal traces of these deceits, if such there rrc. 

3. As regards the measures to be taken, all who have seriously considered the 
matter are agreed the present river police system is useless, and that a completely 
new—and I am afraid expensive— plan of operations must be adopted if anything 
effective is to be clone. 


4. I have consulted the Deputy Inspectors-General, Messrs. Knyvett and 
Charles, as well as Messrs. Tucker, and Thomas, three of whom have had experience 
of Eastern Bengal districts, and the general opinion is that the first thing is to 
guard selected mooring stations. The distance apart of the mooring stations must 
vary according as rivers are tidal or not; but in tidal rivers they ought to* bo about 
E0 miles apart on opposite sides of the river, i.e, one to every 60 miles of each river 
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bank. Information should be widely given what places arc guarded, and boatmen 
should be warned when travelling always to halt at ono of those stations during the 
night. At all such mooring stations there should be a police force consisting oi one 
literate and two illiterate constables. There should also bo a md'iijhi at each station, 
as the constables will require a light boat of a kind used in Chittagong, which can 
be safely handled even in the rough water of large rivers in the rains. The literate 
constables should never leave their posts, but would among other things receive reports 
from chaukld&rs of movements of suspicious characters near the mooring stations. 
The other constables would be free to patrol in their light boat and to follow up any 
suspicious craft. The police force at these gh&ts would be under the control of the 
Sub-Inspector of the thSna within whose jurisdiction they happen to be. 

5. If the scheme is to be properly worked, a strong inspecting and supervising 
staff is needed. I cannot say at present how many mooring stations are likely to be 
necessary, but probably not less than one hundred. For the supervising staff I propose 
a District Superintendent of Police with his headquarters at Chandpur and an assistant 
at Goalundo. This District Superintendent of Police will be in addition to tho number 
of District Superintendents asked for in paragraph 6 of the Bengal Government letter 
ISTo. 5453J., dated the 12th December 1901. Probably an Inspector would do as 
assistant to the District Superintendent of Police. Each of these officers would 
have under him one Inspector and two Sub-Inspectors. Tho District Superintend¬ 
ent would require four head-constables and the Inspector three head head-constables ; 
each would also have nine constables. It would be necessary to provide two strong 
steam-launches capable of putting out on the largest rivers at any time of the year. 
These would probably cost about Es. 35,000 each. The total cost of tho establish¬ 
ment required is Es. 08,316 ; against this may be set the present expenditure of 
Es. 24,924 : so the total extra expenditure is Es. 43,392. I do not think so strong a 
force would be needed for many years. When the local badmashes concerned with 
dacioties have been marked down and whon measures have been taken to prevent 
men coming from the United Provinces* it could probably bo materially reduced. 

6. Before concluding this letter I must again repeat that what I have put 
forward is only a general outline of what seems to be a feasible scheme ; but the 
details cannot be worked out till we have more information ; and probably when 
the information has been collected, it will be necessary to deputo a District 
Superintendent of Police for two or three months to work out the details. 
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* I tave taken the average pay of the head«cwstaWes now actually serving-, as they are interchanged with the ordinary District Police, and there is no fixed number in each grade for deputation to River 










( 102a ) 

Dated Shibalay, the 11th March 1904. 

Prom—B abu Sabat Chaedea Bose, Sub-Inspector of Police, 

Munsiganj police station, district Dacca, on special daty. 

To—P. Beamley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

on special duty, Benares. 

Sib, —I have the honour to submit a detailed account of the suppressed cases as 
noted below as much as I could ascertain on local inquiry. 

It is nearly a year and nine mouths, either in the latter part of the Bengali 
month of Jaista or the beginning of Ashar before last, a boat laden with mangoes 
belonging to Abbed Ali of Char Paina within the jurisdiction of police-station 
Ker&niganj, district Dacca, was going from Bagha to Dacca. An attempt was 
made by a band of robbers to attack the boat on the river Jumna noar Bern; but 
they failed to succeed in looting the boat owing to the boatmen having showed an 
attitude of resistance. The case has not been brought to the notice of the police. 

At about the same time another boat belonging to Oabed Ali of Mancha 
•within the jurisdiction of Srinagar police station was carrying mangoes from Dacca 
to Bagha. On the way the boat was robbed on the rivor Jumna noar Born, and a 
blow was said to have been inflicted by a dao on Oabed Ali in tho event of 
committing the offence. It is said that Oabed Ali still bears a mark of injury on. 
his person. The case was not reported to the police. 

About a year ago one In cl raj it, a darwan of Babu Srish Ohandar Bai of Bern, 
a Sub-Agent to some Steamer Company, was carrying some money from JSfakalia to 
Bern. He was waylaid and assaulted by a gang of daeoits, but could not havo 
been robbed owing to his having offered a strong resistance to the assailants. The 
complainant went to the tli&na to lodge an information; but the police did not take 
ny cognizance of the offence. 

Inquiries are being made for further materials. If anything further trans- 
apires, it will be duly reported hereafter. 

The descriptive-rolls of Boshan and other up-country chcmJciddrs of Bora, police- 
station Mathura, are submitted herewith. The local police has also sent their rolls 
to their native district for verification. Boshan, chauldddr, is said to havo disposed 
of Iiib boats after the inquiry about him was made by the local police. An inquiry 
is being still going on to ascertain its truth. 

I have already brought all these things to the notice of respected Mr. Macna- 
mara, Assistant District Superintendent of Police on special duty. 

In addition to the abovementioned robberies and dacoities within the jurisdic¬ 
tion of Mathura police-station, there was a burglary in the month of Krtrtik or 
Agrahayan before last in the house of one Sasi Bhusan De of Betai Gopdlpur within 
the jurisdiction of the same polioe-station. The local police did hot talce up tho 
case although the complainant went to the th&na to lodge an information. 

Special Inspector B&bu Bam a Charan Bhaumikof Inspeotor-GeneraPs Reserves 
has been deputed to make an inquiry in connection with the Shanders. I am now 
engaged with him in assisting him in the same. 

I have not yet come across any boat of Mirzapur having any man of Chhapra 
on board. I am making further inquiries as to this and I shall submit the result 
thereof later on. 

As far as I could learn most of the up-country boats are now in Dhubri, 
Sylhet, Srinamganj, and Dibrugarh; an inquiry should be made there. 



List of up-CQiMtry chauhiddrs, police-station Mathura, district Puhna. 
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SARAT CHANDRA BOSE, 

Sub*Inspector of Police, Munshiganj Police-station, 

District Dacca, on special duty. 
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Memo. No. 1029, dated 22 nd February 1904. 

Copy forwarded to Mr. P. Bramley, District Superintendent of Police, Benares, 
on special duty, for information and necessary action, 

By order, 

Office of the Deputy Inspector- -n DAYAL CH UNDER GHOSE, 
General of Police, / 

jST. & W. Range : \ Mead Assistant in charge. 

The 22nd February 1904. 

Enclosure .*—Copy of report of Sub-Inspector Sarat Chandr& Bose of Munslii- 
ganj, dated the 23rd December 1903. 


To—Tlie District Superintendent of Police, Dacca. 

Sir, —In obedience to your honor’s order regarding the gangs who are constantly 
committing thefts and dacoities in the rivers, I have the honor most respectfully to 
bring to your honor’s notice that four gangs of Sundars and six gangs of up-country 
men of Mirzapnr district are committing thefts and dacoities in the jurisdiction of 
Dacca, Mymensingh, Faridpur, Pubna, Rajshahi and Murshidabad. 

Their names are noted below 

Amongst those the gangs of Jarip Sandar is residing at Goalando since 7th 
December. The gang under Nayan Sandar drifted along the river Pabna on the 18th 
October and for the present is residing in village Choruda-rishi or Sabarbandar in the 
jurisdiction of Sadarpore outpost in the district of Faridpur. The gangs under Suk 
Dal Sandar and Natoo Pramanik are in Paglupara in the jurisdiction of Scalo police 
station in the district of Dacca. 

These gangs of Badiyas commit thefts and dacoities during the rainy season 
keeping their boats in Daskandi south of Elachipur and Gajghat north of Sealo 
police station. Recently a river clacoity was committed in Faridpur district, and it is 
not improbable that one of the gangs might have committed the o/Fence. 

Ithas come out from Natoo Pramanik that six days before the Durga Pujah Suk 
Dal’s gang committed a dacoity with murder in the mouth of the river Jumna at Gal i tali, 
in the jurisdiction of Pingla police station (Jagannath Ganj) in Mymensingh. In this 
case brother of one DawilaSarkar was murdered. Gabtali is situated on the bank of 
the river Jumna near Shorishabari. At the time of occurrence Suk Lai’s boat was 
inGayabati in the jurisdiction of Nagarpnr out post near the house of one Kali Babu, 
zamindar. 

On the 1st Kartik before last they committed another daooity in village Bari- 
patal in Tangail in which clothes were robbed. During the time of police investiga¬ 
tion of the case Suk Dal sent some of his men, viz., Husain Ali, Babar Ali, Babur 
Ali’s brother in the house of Rahim Sarkar and made friendship with Rahim’s brother 
Mofijaddi; and in collusion with Ali Bepari, Ain Hazi, Bahadur Khan of Jonpur 
and a peon of Tewta Raj Kutchery disposing of Btolen properties very privately. One 
Bijoy Chandra Roy, a member of Tewta Raj family, has opened a shop in Tewta 
B&zdr. He is also receiving stolen properties. 

Rahim Sarkar is an employer of Krishna Gopal Chaudhri of Dhoba Khola in 
the jurisdiction of Mathura police station. He has much influence in the Chure, 

Under the circumstances it is essentially necessary to keep a strict oye upon these 
gangs and in order to take your honor’s instruction I have come to Dacca. 

The names of the receivers of the up-country gangs of Mirzapur are noted 
below. These men are constantly getting lettors from the said gangs :— 

I.—Goalando ... ... Ram Lai, mallah. - 

ID—Naraingaoj ... ... 1. Hanuman, pasi. 

% Doshi Pasi, son of Clionpai of Dala« 
pati, police station Kotwali, dis¬ 
trict Mirzapur. - 

1 3. Mohan, pasi. 

All of them .are jute assorters of Messrs. M, David & Co, 

s t 
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III. —Godagari (Rajshahi) 

IV. —-Dhurani (Murshidabad) 

V.—Mathura (Pubna) 

VI.—Nakaila (Pubna) 

VII.—Nagarbashi (Pubna) 


... Batuk Shah. 

... Pata, seller. 

... Ramsaran, kalwar. 
... Kali Kumar Dalai 
... An aratdar of wood. 


List of gangs. 

I.—Jarip Sandar, headman, son of Ali Sandar of Chur Bhagatia, police station 
Sealo .*— 


1. Tarip Sander, son of Chur Bhagatia, poliee station Sealo. 

2. Mullak Chand, son of Madhu, 

3. Mohar, son. of Madhu, 

4. Umez, son of Damaroo, 

5. Dina, son of Damaroo, 

6. Paresh Ali, son of Shiraj Ali, 

7. Siadk Ali, son of Shiraj Ali, 

8. Takla Mallah, son of Joylal, 

9. Skoriat Ullah, son of Joylal, 

10. Ghinu, son of Damaru, 

11. Alimuddi, son of Azrat, 

12. Kefaefc Ullah, son of Shukhai, 

13. Asu, son of Shukhai, 
at present residing at Goal undo.. 

II. —Nyan Sandar, headman, son of Hojan Sandar of Chur Bhagatia, police 

station Sealo 

1. Jonabali, son of Balak, 

2. Shorbesh, son of Balak, 

3. Kasimuddi, son of Agar Sandar, 

4. Nazim Kana, son of Samu Sandar, 

5. Sheik Sandar, son of Samu Sandar, 

6. Faku, son of Feroz, 

7. Nur Morond, son of Maikma, 

at present residing in the jurisdiction of Sadarpur outpost. 

III. —Shukhlal Sandar, headman, son of Pamacho Sandar of Chur Bhagatia, 

police station Sealo :— 

1. Umar Sandar, son of (not known). 

2. Keapat Sandar, son of (not known). 

3. Nayamafc Sandar, son of (not known). 

4. Keremat Chora (formerly a resident of village Sultanganj in Bogora, 

now lives in Umar Sandar boat. 

5. Basin Sandar, son of Bhina. 

6. Babiz Sander, son of Bhina. 

7. Molii Sandar, son of Bhina.. 

8. Juman Sandar, son of Molaen. 

9. Badurali, son of Juman. 

10. Jafer, son of Budhi. 

11. Ilarapali, son of Bujruk. 

12. Kital, son of Gombbir. 

13. Hoseni, son of Shuklal. 

14. Baburali, son of (not known), son-in-law of Shuklal. 

15. Jamal Sandar, son of (not known), son-in-law of Shuklal. 

16. Taemoddi, soil of Bashna, 

17. Hupa, son of (not known). 

18. Hapur, son of (not known). 

The gang is living at present at Paglapara in Sealo police station. 

27a 
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XV,—Kathu Pramanik, lieadman, son of Talebar of Chur Bhagatia, police 
station Sealo ;— 

1. Mofijoddi, son of Talebar. 

2. Afajoddi, son of Talebar. 

3. Mamudali, son of Akhil. 

4. Mona Sandar, son of Gomasta. 

5. Faijoddi, son of Pachu. 

6. Mosul, son of Pachu. 

7. Dalu, son of Maijan. 

At present living at Paglapara in Sealo police station. 

Tip-country gangs of Mirzapur, 

I.—Babul manjhi, headman of Kamasin, father’s name not known, police station 
Kotwali, district Mirzapur. 

The names of the other members of the gang are not yet known. 

IX.—Seubaran Pasi of Kamasin, police station Kotwali, district Mirzapur* 

The names of the accomplices are not yot known. They left homo in last 
Sraban. 

Ill,—Bhagwata, son of Sewrattan Mallak, headman of Kamasin, district Mirza- 
pnr:— 

1. Ramdas mallah, son of Sewrattan. 

2. Gopal mallab, son of Sewrattan. 

3. Pachu mallab, son of Sewrattan, 

4. Bhaiju mallah. 

The gang left home in last Kartik. 

XV.—Logan majhi, son of Rampal of Kamasin. 

Accomplices of this gang are not known. They left home in last Saraban, 

V. —Jhagrn Pasi, son of (not known) of Fulbaria police station Kotwali, 

district Mirzapur:— 

1. Gourhan Pasi, bob of Deni of Fulbaria, police station Kotwali, 

district Mirzapur. 

2. Bodhai Kalwar, son of Gopal Saha of Fulbaria, police station Kotwali, 

district Mirzapur. 

3. Bhokani mallah of Chandraghar, police station Chaudraghar, district 

Mirzapur. 

4. Indrapati, son of Godadhar of Chil, police station Kotwali, district 

Mirzapur. 

6. Bisewar Pasi, son of MaDgroo of Dalapafctf. 

JTotb.-—K o. 1 left for home from Calcutta and No. 5 is in Bair a. The gang left homo in. Kartilc lata. 

VI. -—Sivarup Mallah, headman, son of Babulal mallah of Bhatura, police station 

Kotwali, district Mirzapur :— 

1. Raghi Kewar, son of Madan of Gorgari, police .station Kotwali, district 

Mirzapur. 

2. Bhajan Mallah, son of Mangru of Gorgari, police station Kotwali, 

district Mirzapur. 

3. Joy Karan mallah, son of Gonapat of Dalapati, police station Kotwali. 
One Roshan of Chapra district is now a Chaukid6r in Bairia. He has three boats 
under him. Of these he has sent one to Dacca, one to Dhubri, and another to 
Nowgao district for thieving expedition. 

I have, &c. ; 

(Sd.) SARAT CHANDRA BOSE, 

Sub-Inspector % Munshiganj* 


The 23rd Deeemher 1903, 



APPENDIX VI-5—D. 


River dacoity enquiry notes and reports by Mr, P. B. Bramley, District Super¬ 
intendent of Police, including notes of conference atBankipur, dated 5th November 
1903, memorandum of instructions in connection with operations against up-country 
riverain criminals, dated 30th September 1903, and 21st February 1904, confessions 
of Sheo, Bhagoo and Hanuman mallahs and notes of conferences with officers at 
Goalundo, Jaggannathganj and Dhubri. 
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BEKABES ;■ 

The Both September 1908*. 
Enquiry into river dacoiiy in Bengal, 


My beab 

I heeewjth enclose the heading of an enumeration- sheet which please issue 
at once to station officers concerned for compilation. A rough record should bo pre¬ 
pared thanawar by station officers, which, when ready, should bo checked as soon as 
possible by an intelligent sub-inspector, who should be specially deputed for this duty. 
Should yon have any difficulty in finding such an officer kindly communicate the 
facts by return of post, and one will be deputed from hero-. 

% The object in view is to obtain as far as is possible an accurate record of— 

(1) The total number and class or types of trading boats which leave-those- 

provinces annually for the river trado in Bengal. 

(2) A complete list of all the boat owners, skippers and crews of thoir boats.. 

(3) The original history and antecedents of all persons at present engaged 

in this business* 

(4) The connections and associations of those people with local zamlnddrs,. 

money-lenders, and others from whom the criminal portion-of thev 

traders receive support. 

Should all the required information be carefully collected it would soon bo- 
possible for the local police to localize not only the criminal elements amongst 
the traders, but their associates and supporters as well* 

3. There is every reason to-believe that the greater-portion of those who go down 
in. charge of boats are honest traders; but it is certain that a portion of those arc hard¬ 
ened criminals who employ criminal crews and who in order to avoid attracting atten¬ 
tion by the commission of offences near their own home, make it a regular business- 
to. voyage down to Assam and the lower reaches of the Ganges for no other purpose 
than the commission of crime. 

4. The mallahs, in which class for the pur-pose of this enquiry kewats, chains,, 
binds, &c., must be included,, are not as a rule criminal communities; but all boat 
owners or manjhis (skippers) who employ bhurs, pasis, dusadhs, ckamars as boat¬ 
men of their own castes who. are- previously convicted offenders or who are known 
in their own localities to he bad characters, should he regarded' with suspicion and 
the closest inquiry should be made in all such cases, not only iu respect to the 
history and antecedents of all such persons, but also as to who exactly are their- 
local patrons, supporters and money-lenders. Every effort should be made to trace 
oat the extent and nature of organization and modus opemndi of each gang; and in 
order to establish <{ habit ?f a complete record of the conviction of every person 
employed in this trade should bo sot out and recorded* Registers Nos. 8, 10 and 
10A. in each of the riverain thanas should be oarefully scrutinized and all records in- 
important cases decided within the last ten years in which these people may have been 
concerned should be examined by the Co-urt Inspeotor and noted. 

5. It has also been ascertained that the worst criminals, i, &. those best known 
to the local police, do not ordinarily travel down with the boats when the latter start 
on or return from their voyage, but they leave home shortly before on the departure- 
of outward bound boats, then travel by rail to some convenient point down the river 
in Bengal when they go abroad. Similarly when returning home o-r when bringing 
back stolen property the railway is largely made use of. It will therefore be neces¬ 
sary to ascertain what criminals of these castes in suspected localities are now absent 
from their homes, and a list of such absentees should be prepared giving the descrip¬ 
tive rolls and previous history of each, and the date (when ascertainable) on which 
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they left home. The railway station ordinarily made use of by these persons in 
their journey should also, if possible, be ascertained. 

6. It is further suspected that criminals engaged in this trade receive in the 
majority of cases active support from local zamfndfirs, money-lenders, aud others in 
positions of influence and power, who benefit handsomely by proceeds of the depre¬ 
dations committed in Bengal. A searching and strictly confidential enquiry in this 
respect is therefore necessary and should be made, and the results noted. 

7. A list of convictions for river dacoities and thefts by up-country men 
during the last ten years is now in the course of preparation in the riverain districts 
of Bengal and Assam which, taken together with the records it is presumed will be 
forthcoming in these provinces if diligent search is made (on the lines indicated in 
the previous paragraph) will in itself probably be sufficient to enable local autkori-* 
ties to deal with all persons where criminality is established in this respect under 
the preventive section of the Penal Procedure Code. 

8. In addition to river crime and criminals and their methods, I would be 
much obliged if information were collected in respect to the river trade generally, 
that is what the trading boatmen living in your districts carry from here when 
leaving home, and what they bring back on their return voyages from the lower 
proviuces. Is there any local river trade, if so, its nature, and whether merchants 
aud others who use this means of transport have any system of insurance, Ac. How 
do the boatmen who leave for Bengal employ themselves whilst away from home, 
what, their apparent incomes are, and whether persons engaged in the trade are 
observed to suddenly become rich, and any other points of interest which may suggest 
themselves from local enquiries. 

9. The first thing to be done therefore is to get the enumeration sheets 
accurately prepared. It must, however, be remembered that trading boats only are 
to be dealt with, in which category all boats employed in the transport of grain, stone 
ox merchandise, or in the conveyance of people, travellers to and from Bengal are 
included. All other boats such as fishing canoes, ferry boats which ply at fixed 
ferries, or private pleasure boats are not to be taken into account. The inquiry should 
extend to all distributaries of the two main streams, Ganges and Gogra, on which 
these trading boats are kept. The Tons and Karamnassa in Gkfizipur, the Bapfci 
in Gorakhpur, the Gumti in Jnunpur, Gh&zipur, aud other such streams will 
therefore all come within the sphere of this inquiry (vide objects 1 and 2 in para¬ 
graph II). 

10. Columns I and VII should therefore contain fall particulars of the boats 
and the owners and skippers thereof and columns 9, and 10 fail information regard¬ 
ing the crews and all their supporters, friends aud associates and methods of working 
(column 

11. The columns do not need any explanation, I have endeavoured to make 
the heading in each as clear as possible, but I will be glad to answer any questions 
you may wish to ask regarding any particular column, the object of whioli may 
not in your opinion be clearly set forth by the headings. I will he much obliged 
if the preparation of the rough copies could be taken in haud at once, and as bo on 
as they are ready kindly let me know, and have them checked by a special officer 
(mentioned in paragraph I). The printed forms for the revised record will reach 
you within a week, and should be filled in as soon as the special officer has finished his 
check. I propose visiting your district next month, probably after the 15th aud then 
will go through the sheets myself tkana by thana. and will be glad if you could 
make it convenient to meet me and favour me with your views on the subject 
generally and we can at the same time discus? with the Distnot Magistrate the steps 
to betaken locally to ensure systematic co-operation between the police of the two 
provinces for the prevention of river dacoities in Bengal by up-country boat¬ 
men. 

28 a 
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12. Kindly lefe me have by return of post a list of all riverain fch&uas in your 
district, so that I may send you the necessary number of printed enumeration forms. - 
I will also be much obliged if yon will kindly communicate to me at the same time 
the name of the special officer you have deputed to supervise the preparation of the 
ihana lists. Kindly show this letter to the District Magistrate. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) PERCY BRAMLEY. 

To 

E. Kaye, Esq., 

District Superintendent of Plolice, Ballia a 


Demi-Official Confidential. 


Benares : 

The 1 5th October 1903. 


My dear 

In continuation of my letter dated 30tli September 1903,1 herewith enclose 
. . . . enumeration forms, which kindly have filled up by the station officers con¬ 
cerned from the rough statements which have no doubt by this time been compiled. 
The columns should be ruled according to the headings in the sheets. 

Prom inquiries made in Fyzabad and other districts it would appear that a 
good deal of local crime ia committed by the members of the river castes men¬ 
tioned in my previous letter who make full use of their boats and the waterways in 
their raids. It is therefore necessary that a record be obtained of all cases which 
have occurred during the past five years which were traced to, or could be reasonably 
attributed to,.this agency. This information is required in addition to that already 
mentioned in paragraph 4 of my letter of tho 30th September. 

A vernacular translation of the instructions contained in my letter of the 30th 
is enclosed for information and favour of issue to station officers concerned. 

Yours sincerely,. 


To —The District Superintendent of Police. 


List of riverain thdnas of the Allahabad district from which trading~boals leave 

for trade in Bengal and other places. 


No, 

Name of tbdnae. 


Name of river wboro 
Situate. 


Places visited by boatmen in trading ~ 
boats. 

1 

Sirsa 

»•» 

**• 

Ganges 

• • « 


Bengal and Assam. 

2 

Baraut 


*** 

.Do. 



Ditto. 

3 

Karchana 



Jumna 



Bengal 

4 

Manda 


fM 

Ganges 


4** 

Do. 

6 

Sarai Inayat 


••a 

Do. 


**• 

Bengal and within fcho district. 

G 

Handia 

Ml 

m+ * 

Do, 



Ditto. 

7 

Bara 

a* * 

M» 

Jumna 


»*• 

Bengal, Allahabad and B&uda. 

8 

Pachim Sarira 

• • * 

• M 

Do, 



Allahabad to Benares. 

9 

Sarai Aqil 



Do. 

««< 

• fc» 

Ditto. 

10 

Pipalgaon 

»•* 

... 

Do. 


*»■ 

Ditto. 

11 

Colonelganj 

• »• 


Ganges 


Ml 

Allahabad to Cawnporo. 

12 

Kohkbiraj 

M* 

»*• 

Do. 



Allahabad to Eae Bareli. 

13 

Pura Mufti 

**» 

* M 

Do. 

M. 


Allahabad to Partdbgarh 

14 

Saini 

« •* 

1 *■» 

Do. 


... 

Ditto. 

15 

Kotwali 

»«» 

**• 

Jumna 



Banda and Allahabad. 

16 . 

Sheorajpur 


• »» 

Do. 

!•( 


Ditto. 

17 

Muthiganj 

M* 


Ganges 

... 

«•( 

Allahabad to Banda: one boat goes to. 
Bengal. 

18 

Daraganj 

... 

**• 

Do. 

... j 

• »» 

Remain at Benighafc and sometimes 
take pilgrims up to Benares. 

19 

Gh urpur] 


... 

Jumna 

tit 

Ml 

Within the Allahabad district. 


A general perusal of the reports received from the station officers in connec¬ 
tion with the enquiry regarding the trading-boats which leave these provinces for 
trade in Bengal will show that all those boats which go down from here to Bengal 
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are employed in the transport of grain, stones or merchandise from Vindhyachal to 
other places in the Lower Provinces and Assam. The boat-owners never traffic on 
t heir own account, but their boats are hired by the merchants for the purpose of 
river-trade. The boat owners are for the most part themselves the skippers and 
have their own men from these Provinces to work their boats. The servants 
of merchants generally go on boats with the property and sometimes they dont. 
With few exceptions, none of the boat owners or the crews have ever been convicted 
of any offences : only two mallalis living in the Sirsa police circle were convicted 
under section 380, Indian Penal Code, in Bengal and got 18 months 5 rigorous imprison¬ 
ment each and two or three more of petty thefts in this district, Pour mallahs resid¬ 
ing in the Saini police circle were sent up for trial along with other pasis in a dacoity 
case which occurred in a bania 5 s house in the Rae Bareli district in 1S99, of whom three 
were convicted under section 412, Indian Penal Code, and got two years each, while the 
fourth was convicted under section 395, Endian Penal Code, and sentenced to ten years 5 
rigorous imprisonment. These cases having occurred iu other districts their full 
particulars cannot be ascertained. This is the whole criminal history of the mallah 
tribe residing in the Allahabad district who oarry on their business both in Bengal 
and hero. It is also noticeable that the people of other castes forming the crews 
such as pasis, chamars, tolls, dhirkars, holes and ahirs, whose number is not a large 
one, have no convictions against their names at all. But the fact that the condition 
of all those working on boats in Bengal and their “ mahajans 5 ’ at homo has greatly 
improved, especially in Biraa and Baraut police circles, is a matter which requires a 
strict scrutiny into the conduct of these men in Bengal. Their conduct at home 
has never attracted attention as is clearly proved by the fact that they have no 
convictions against them, nor have they ever been suspected to have been concerned 
in the commission of crime here, though they live handsomely. 

They send money orders to their families at home direct or through their maha- 
jans while away from homo, and when they return home from their river voyages 
they bring with them nothing but a few things of superior quality in the shape of 
rice, cloth, spices, wood (sakhu) and umbrellas in small quantities which thoy offer 
as presents to their money-lenders, oalled their mahajans, who, daring their absence 
abroad support tlioir families at home. It is said that these boatmen dispose of most 
of the property, supposed to be the proceeds of their depredations in Bengal, on their 
return journey to the mahajans in the Mirzapur district, who are reputed to be 
habitual receivers of stolen property and whose numbor is very large there. After 
disposing of such property in Mirzapur, they proceed homo bringing with them a 
few things as has been mentioned above and a considerable amount of money out of 
which they pay to their mahajans double and sometimes treble the amount with which 
they fed their families during their absence in Bengal. They generally return home 
in their boats and sometimes a very few return by rail. 

Besidies the boats referred to in the above paragraph, there are other boats by 
means of which traffic of bdd, sir hi, jhao and stones is extensively carried on 
throughout tho Allahabad district, and the adjoining districts of Parhibgarh, Rae 
Bareli, B&nda, Batehpur and Mirzapur. A few boats go down to Benares. These 
boats return empty and are not reported to have any caste working on them other than 
the mullahs who have no convictions against them. The owners of these boats are, for 
the most part, mahajans themselves, and with few exceptions, are reported to bear a 
good character. 

The methods of the commission of crimes of these mallahs with respect to the 
property transported by their boats are said to be the following and a searching and 
careful enquiry will prove it. 

That in the absence of any servant of tho owner of the property on the boats, 
the boatmen sell the property and their boats as well at some convenient spot and 
then make it proclaimed that their boats foundered. Where such cases occur these 
boatmen no doubt profit themselves very considerably, and this method seems perhaps 
the most fertile resource of their income if they escape undetected. 
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12. Kindly let me Lave by return of post a list of all riverain thfinau in your 
district, so that 1 may send you the necessary number of printed enumeration tonus. 
X will also be much obliged if you will kindly communicate to me ut the sumo time 
the name of the speoial officer you have deputed to supervise the preparation oi the 
thana lists. Kindly show this letter to the District Magistrate. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) PKKCY liltAAILKY. 

To 

E. Kaye, Esq., 

District Superintendent of Plolico, Ballki, 


Demi-Official Confidential- 
My dear 


1 Ik x ah km: 

The \Uh (b.toher Jim:?. 


In continuation of my lottor dated SOtb fioptembor 100*), ! hernwiUi mudoao 
.... enumeration forms, which kindly have filled up by the Hlulvm oifirorn oon- 
eerned from the rough statements which have no doubt by this timn been compiled. 
The columns should be ruled according to the headings in the shoots, 

From inquiries made in Fyzabarl and othur (list,riots it, would appear that a 
good deal of local crime is committed by the members of the river enelra men¬ 
tioned in my previous letter who make full use of their boatH and the waterways in 
their raids. It is therefore necessary that a record bo obtained of nil mmon which 
have occurred during the past five years which wore traced to, or uouhl ho ronmnmhiy 
attributed to,.this agency. This informations required in addition to that already 
mentioned in paragraph 4 of my letter of the 30th Bopi,ember, 

A vernacular translation of the instructions contained in my Jotter of Jhu both 
is enclosed for information and favour of issue to station officers eoimermid. 

Yours .sincerely, 


To —The District Superintendent of Police. 

L%st of riverain tMnaa of the Allahabad district from which trailing-bf»-tin U 


am 


No. 

Name of th&nns. 


1 

Sirsa 



2 

Baraut 


m 

3 

Karchana 


*** 

4 

Manila 



5 

Sarai Inayat 

*»• 


G 

Handia 



7 

Bara 



8 

Pachim Sarira 



9 

Sarai Aqil 



10 

Pipalgaon 



11 

is 

Colonetganj 

Kohkbiraj 



13 

Pura Mufti 



14 

Saini 


1 *1 

15 

Kotwali 



16. 

Sheorajpur 



17 

Muthiganj 

•M 

... 

18 

Daraganj 

•** 


19 

Gh urpur] 

HI 

**« 


Name of river whore 
Situate. 


Ganges 

Do, 

J uuma 
Ganges 
Do. 
Do. 

Jumna 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Ganges 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Jumna 

Do. 

Ganges 




Hao 88 visited by htrnbmm tu tmlmee* 
touts. 


Bengal awl 
Ditto. 

Bengal 

Do, 

Btmgal ami within the district, 

^ fj# 

Koneal. Allah alma ami Bfeda. 
Alltthahatl t<> 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Allahabad to Cawsiporu, 

Allahabad to Uuu Hands, 

Alklmbul to BartAhgarU 

Bauda ami Allahabad, 

Ditto, 

^^aguf Ui ff£UHitt 5 ttae boat goes to 

5* D fl tt ? gh*t and iomotlmoa 
P t %rlm* up to Emm. 

Within the Allahabad district. 


tion Jb the th6 .“ ati0 ° ° fflWrS i0 

trade in Bengal will show that all thosehoT T^ 0 * 1 1WB 4,1886 P TOvia,1 '‘ l for 

“ th08e b0flts wMoh 80 down fcom bm to BangO 
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are employed in the transport of grain, stones or merchandise from Vindhyachal to 
other places in the Lower Provinces and Assam. The boat-owners never traffic on 
t heir own account, hut their boats are hired by the merchants for the purpose of 
river-trade. The boat owners are for the most part themselves the skippers and 
have their own men from these Provinces to work their boats. The servants 
of merchants generally go on boats with the property and sometimes they dont. 
With few exceptions, none of the boat owners or the crews have ever been convicted 
of any offences: only two mallahs living in the Sirsa police circle were convicted 
under section 3S0, Indian Penal Code, in Bengal and got 18 months'rigorous imprison¬ 
ment each and two or three more of petty thefts in this district. Pour mallahs resid¬ 
ing in the Saini police circle were sent up for trial along with other pasis in a dacoity 
case which occurred in a bania's house in the Rae Bareli district in 1899, of whom three 
were convicted under section 412, Indian Penal Code, and got two years each, while the 
fourth was convicted under section 395, Indian Penal Code, and sentenced to ten years' 
rigorous imprisonment. These cases having occurred in other districts their full 
particulars cannot be ascertained. This is the whole criminal history of the mallak 
tribe residing in the Allahabad district who carry on their business both in Bengal 
and here. It is also noticeable that the people of other castes forming the crews 
such as pasis, chamars, telis, dhirkars, koles and ahirs, whose number is not a large 
one, have no convictions against their names at all. But the fact that the condition 
of all those working on boats in Bengal and their “ mahajans " at home has greatly 
improved, especially in Sirsa and Baraut police circles, is a matter which requires a 
strict scrutiny into the conduct of these men in Bengal. Their conduct at home 
has never attracted attention as is clearly proved by the fact that they have no 
convictions against them, nor have they ever been suspected to have been concerned 
in the commission of crime here, though they live handsomely. 

They send money orders to their families at home direct or through their malin- 
jans while away from home, and when they return home from their river voyages 
they bring with them nothing but a few things of superior quality in the shape of 
rice, cloth, spices, wood (sakhu) and umbrellas in small quantities which they offer 
as presents to their money-lenders, called their mahajans, who, during their absence 
abroad support their families at home. It is said that these boatmen dispose of most 
of the property, supposed to be the proceeds of their deprodations in Bengal, on their 
return journey to the mahajans in the Mirzapur district, who are reputed to be 
habitual receivers of stolen property and whose number is very large there. After 
disposing of such property in Mirzapur, they proceed home bringing with them a 
few things as has been mentioned above and a considerable amount of money out of 
which they pay to their mahajans double and sometimes treble the amount with which 
they fed their families during their absence in Bengal. They generally return home 
in their boats and sometimes a very few return by rail. 

Besidies the boats referred to in the above paragraph, there are other boats by 
means of which traffic of bdd, sirhi, jhao and stones is extensively carried on 
throughout the Allahabad district, and the adjoining districts of Partfibgarh, Rae 
Bareli, B&nda, Fatehpur and Mirzapur. A few boats go down to Benares. These 
boats return empty and are not reported to have any caste working on them other than 
the mullahs who have no convictions against them. The owners of these boats are, for 
the most part, mahajans themselves, and with few exceptions, are reported to bear a 
good character. 

The methods of the commission of crimes of these mallahs with respect to the 
property transported by their boats are said to be the following and a searching and 
careful enquiry will prove it. 

That in the absence of any servant of the owner of the property on the boats, 
the boatmen sell the property and their boats as well at some convenient spot and 
then make it proclaimed that their boats foundered. Where such cases occur these 
boatmen no doubt profit themselves very considerably, and this method seems perhaps 
the most fertile resource of their income if they escape undetected. 
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These mallahs are sometimes found in the possession of empty sacks and selling 
them at very low rates. Since they do not carry on their own trade of such articles 
as are contained in sacks, there is every reason to believe that they resort to some 
unlawful means to secure them. 

These mullahs commit thefts of property on their boats and the method is said 
to be this, that they always have small pointed iron or wooden borers called suja 
with which they "bore the sacks containing goods and take out as much from each sack 
as may not attract attention. They then rub the hole in the sack and sprinkle water 
over it leaving no trace of it at all. The property thus recovered is either left with 
their mahajansat home, if practicable, or with their associates in the way. If they do 
not succeed in any of the above attempts, they bury it under the sand on the bank of 
rivers and take it out on their return journey. This method is only resorted to by those 
who travel a few miles off their homes. These mallahs are said to have been seen to 
sell spices, sacks, rice and other things conveyed by them on their boats to banias 
through their own mahajans who belong to their community. 

HITYA HAND, 

$ub-Inspector, District Police , 

Allahabad , 

Proceedings of a Committee held at Gorakhpur district by the Circle Inspectors 

regarding the antecedents of mallahs who, it is alleged, commit dacoities on 

the river. 

Membebs : 

Inspector Shahid Husain. 

Jugul Kish ore. 

Khaw&ja Hi mat Ullah. 

The mahajans are the owners of the boats and make them over to the mallahs 
to ply for hire. The mallahs pay one-third of their income to the mahajans. The 
owners never accompany the mallahs when their boats go up or down the river. 
Merchants who despatch their goods by boats do not in any way insure their 
property ; in some instances they go themselves, but invariably send their servants. 
"When they don’t send their servants, they entrust their goods to the entire eare of the 
mallahs. These mallahs and others who hire boats from the owners arc of the poorest 
classes. With the exception of a couple of bighas of land which they cultivate, they 
have no other means of livelihood; their women earn something by daily labour. 

As regards their character it is presumed that they connive with the merchants’ 
servants who accompany them and dispose of a portion of the goods consigned, which 
generally consists of grain. In order to save themselves from being suspected they 
lodge a complaint at the nearest police station to the effect that they were attacked 
by thieves. It has also been ascertained that in some instances theso mallahs with 
the connivance of the merchants’ servants after misappropriating such goods as they 
can readily dispose of, sink their boats and make a report to their owners and 
merchants of the accident. The cargo which goes down the river generally consists 
of miscellaneous goods, and that with the return journey principally grain ; it also 
very often happens that the boats return empty. The wages the owners generally 
have to pay the mallahs is from Rs. 2-4.--0 to Its. 2-8-0 per mensem inclusivo of 
food. The merchants’ servants are advanced from Rs. 20 to Rs. 25 per mensem for 
expenses for the journey. 

There are no particular places to which these boats ply in Bengal; they go right 
up to Calcutta and sometimes further. The merchants’ servants and mallahs are very 
often absent from their homes for upwards of two or three years. On their return 
trips they take in cargo at various places, too numerous to mention, at the same rates 
already specified. 

Inquiries go to show that instances have occurred when residents of neighbour¬ 
ing villages have attacked these boats laden with goods when anchored particularly 
at places where the villages are far away, and the boatmen have to anohor the boats 
during the night where there is some jungle. If the servants and mallahs are not on 



( 113a ) 

the alert the thieves succeed in carrying away the property : but on the other hand if 
the merchants’ servants and mallahs happen to be on the alert and offer resistance 
•the thieves belabour them with lathis and carry away the spoil. The offenders are 
generally bad characters of distant villages. It is therefore presumed that the term 
of river dacoities may be applied to these instances. There are no reasons to suspect 
the zamlnddrs, mahajans, merchants’ servants and mallahs connive in these dacoities. 
The merchants’ servants and mallahs only misappropriate grain entrusted to their care 
by their masters. Moreover the merchants’ servants and mallahs mode of living does 
not appear to be extravagant, but on the other hand they seem to be very poor. 

As regards the kewats, chattris, ahirs, pasis and chamars of Sabalpur, Pan- 
deria, Baragaon, Mandit, Bakripakhon Baz&r, Chandrapalia and Balawan villages 
of police station Chaoni, district Basti, committing crimes at Ajudhia Gh&t and some 
distant places, there is every reason to believe that such offences do occur. Particulars 
regarding them should be ascertained from that district. Their names ore herewith 
furnished, with the various headings duly filled up, which was received from Bengal, 
having been carefully prepared by the station officers concerned. 

(Sd.) SHAHID HUSAIN, Circle Inspector. 

(Sd.) JUGUL KISHORE, ditto . 

(Sd.) KHAWAJA NIAMAT ULLAH, ditto. 


Confidential.] 

Motes of a conference held at BanJdpur on Thursday , the 5th November 1903, in 
connection with suppression of river dahaitie 8 by up-country boatmen in 
Bengal. 

1. Seen the record prepared by Mr. Bramley from the toll for registration at 
Benares, showing the river traffic with Bengal, from above Benares (on the Ganges), 
and consider that the hey to the information thus collected will bo found in the 
conviction sheets in connection with river crime which are now being prepared 
locally and in Bengal. The scope of the enquiry might now be limited to villages 
or localities, the inhabitants of which have an established notoriety, in this respect, 
and the general line of action should be similar to that now in progress in connection 
with the suppression of gang dacoities by bhars, a commencement being made with 
the Dacca river dacoity now under trial, in which Bhogi and othors of Kamassin 
and other places (in all 2G accused) arc concerned. Inquiries might with advantage 
be made from Dharandhar Singh and Shapal Singh of Dalpatti, Mirzapur. 

2. Mr. Bramley or Mr. McNamara with a special officer from the United 
Provinces should proceed as soon as possible to Dacca to watch this case, and in 
order to arrange for the immediate re-arrest or detention of such persons as may 
eventually bo acquitted, so that none of those now under detention should be 
subsequently lost sight of, and also in order to decide on Bueh further joint action as 
fresh development of the case may suggest. 

3. A telegram asking sanction under section 551 for powers as a District 
,"Superintendent for both officers throughout Bengal, has been sent to Inspoctor-Gene- 
ral, Telegram also sent to Dacca directing notion being taken under section 565 in 
the .case of tlioso convicted, and the re-arrest under section 55 of those acquitted. 

Instruction will issue accordingly., and Mr. Bramley will work on the lines 
Indicated above. 


Mr. McNamara is 
to Dacca and M; 
eingh to look after 
cases. 

A. V. 
11 . 

21-11-1903. 


Deputy Inspector 
ral issued orders d 
Dacca. 

R 

21-11-1903. 


Further notes and orders regarding action to be taken in connection with 
suppression of riverain crime in Bengal. 

In continuation of yesterday’s orders and instruction the following points will 
be attended to 

1, Read Inspector Saligrands list of up-country persons alleged to be notorious 
convicted criminals who are at the present time absent on river dacoity raids in 
J3en gal. 


29a 



( 114a. ) 


(1) Bhagwanta, son of Shiurattan mallah of Kamassin, Mirzapmv 

(2) Musai, son of Tahel Pasi of Kamassin. 

(3) Babhan mallah, son of Snkki of Kamassin „• 

(4) Lagan mallah, son of Bamphal >? 

(5) Ananta Pasi,son of (unknown),, } > 

(6) Bhajjan mallah, son of (unknown),, „ 


(7J Bachman Pasi, son of Saipal „ 

(Information regarding the above was received from Dhamndhni Smgli.)' 

2. Suggested that aii efficient Sub-Inspector and a small staff of specially qualified 
constables and head-constables be deputed from' the United Provinces to deal with 
this branch of crime under orders of the officers on special duty, as has been done in 
this case of the Bhars, 


A. V, KNYVETT, 


Banjo pus : 

The 6£/i November' 1903, 


Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 

(in charge Criminal Identification 

Department , Bengal),- 


Confidential.] 

BENARES ; 

The U'h January TdOL 

Dear Mr. Knyvett, 

I hate .now acquired sufficient‘information regarding tbermallabs from these 
provinces to enable me to give you (1) an outline of the operations I would propose 
being taken, in, hand to put an immediate and effective stop to the*existing state of 
affairs, and (2), of the measures to be adopted hereafter in order to prevent the 
recrudescence of this form of crime; 


From enquiries made, I estimate roughly 1 that there are at tho'prosont moment 
something like.2,500 boats representing approximately’G,000' hands employed' 1 from 
these Provinces- in the boat traffic in Eastern Bengal. All the figures have not up 
to date come in, but I do not think my' estimate is far out. So far, however, as 
erime is concerned', the localities addicted have now been clearly defined; and are 
aa follows:— 

(1) Mirzapur, —In all about GOO boatfe and' 1,500 known 1 bad characters or 

suspects. 

(2) Baltic tv—-The Chain mallah- Colony in and around Tul-tipur, a small but 

energetic community, numbering about 500. 

(3) Basti, —The mallahs; Thaktirs and others in the-Chao nitMua; in all'tfboufe 

500 persons-. 

(4) Muttra ',—The mallahs in and around Shergarh,. evidential! offshoot from 

the Chain mallahs in Ballia (though'the connection is not admitted) :■ 

a small number,, but with numerous oonviotions in Bengal. 

I will shortly be in. possession of complete lists from each district of boats and' 
crews now absent and working, from these Provinces in Bengal. But so far as my 
-enquiries have extended at present, with the exceptions noted above; there is nothing 
to.show that the remainders areemployed on anything except honest trade;, and this 
view receives support from the statement of oonviotions received from' the office 
of the Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, which gives only 34 convictions of 
upcouniry men in cases of river daeoity and theft on the rivers in Bengal during the 
ten years ffotnl893 to 1903; From; information;acquired during the course of this 
enquiry, it is,, however, evident that: little, if. any, of the river crime is ever 
reported. - 

Apart from actual river crime (wliich undoubtedly is but seldom reported), 
•the record of convictions which has now been obtained, shows that the. Bhars, Pads, 
jDusadbs, mallahs and even others of the (t guilty ?? localities noted above, make free 
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Tbs© rif the river for’the commission 1 of dacoiti'es and burglaries in all the towns and 
tillages on the rivers in Eastern Bengal. 

The methods employed in going and coming, in the commission'of crime and in 
the disposal of stolen property, and the remittance or conveyance of the proceeds 
to their relatives or mahajans at home are now fully exposed, and it only remains to* 
take immediate action to put an effective stop to the existing state of affairs.- 

Endeavours' are now being made to obtain, the services of an-approver'from' 
amongst those recently convicted in the Dacca case. Should- Bodhi or any of the 1 
others make a statement, it will facilitate onr operations. But I have not heard up* 
to date from Mr. McNamara what really are the chances of any of these men speak¬ 
ing, and meanwhile’we are losing a good opportunity of striking- a severe blow at 
the heavy criminal sections of the river community that we are after. I understand 
that the majority of the boats from the localities indicated will be found congregated' 
in and around Chilmari and Narainganj for another couple of months, in-connection- 
with some annual festival which lasts till-after the Fhagun.- What I therefore now- 
propose doing is as follows >- 

(1) That during February Mr.‘ McNamara' and X will examine each boat in' 
and around Narainganj and compare the crews actually fouhd on board with those 
named by the districts concerned, aud deal forthwith with all suspicious characters 
found in Bengal Under section 109; Criminal Procedure Code. I propose to prove 
identity, first, by means of identifiers, of whom I propose to bring down some from; 
each place, and'SOCondly,.by a comparison with my list- of- absentees of suspicious 
character. 

(2) The result of this scrutiny will probably be an' immediate exodus back from. 1 
Bengal of all Pasi and Bhar, etc., badmaiskes to their home districts. These I 
propose to deal with in co-operation with the Government Railway Police’both in 
Bengal and there Provinces. Certain stations in Bengal (chiefly in and around 
Goalundo) will bo carefully watched) and the daily issue of tickets-to the localities 
mentioned in ; these I^rovinces will be wired to the' Government Railway Police ow 
the stations here, and- tho returning- thieves willbe dealt with locally here under 
section 109 also, unless-they can give satisfactory accounts of themsolves. 

It is essential,, however, to maintain the utmost- secrecy till our plans are matured; 
arid we are in a position to strike. I have tliereforO asked McNamara not to pre-- 
cipitat-e matters by making too'much of a fuss on the rivers at present, but to devote - 
hifr energies tb endeavourlng'to get one of tho Diicca lot to speak, and to collecting 
accurate and' : reliablc data as to 1 the commission of heinous crime on'the'rivers them¬ 
selves. The recent conviction in the Dacca case has no doubt' created somewhat of 
a scare, and ! if we act hastily,-it is likely that'the’criminals now in Bengal will get 
Wind of what 1 is up 1 and 1 make their way back home before wo get at them} and 
ihy idea is to pounce on them in their own-waters and, by hunting them down in * 
theiriown grounds, to malte them feel 1 once for all that the grime will not pay. 

In order to carry out the scheme effectively; it will be* necessary for'both 
McNamara and myself to have one good fast launch'each, itr addition to a' patrol 
boat or two; of which' I can> if necessary, furnish tho crows from my trained men 
here. MoNamara writes-to say' that 1 there is difficulty about getting two launches, 
but I do not think-the work can be'effectively done with less, since the distances to 
be travelled will bo great, and the raid must be made before the boats start again on 
their homeward journey about April or May’. I therefore propose taking the matter 
in hand'as early next month as possible, and'will be glad to hear'as soon as’possible 
whether rdy proposals have yout approval) in* which case I wonkl : be much obliged 
if you will kindly place the same tiefore>the Inspector-General of Polioe for orders 
in respect to the posting of the lautiehes and the boats; 

Should the proposals be approved of, I will draw ujt the detailed instructions 
and Will place myself in communication 1 with the Deputy Inspectors-Goneral ot 
Railway Police in both Provinces and the District Superintendents concerned, ia- 
orders to; secure close eo-operation in every respect*. 



I presume no order# are 
required from, mo, and 
that all that is necessary 
lias been done. 

IW. OaAi/xxb. 

3*4-04. 

* 
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I may note that in addition to the checking of the boat crews from information 
already received, I anticipate that it will be necessary to hunt down and search certain 
boats now employed in Bengal and armed and worked by notorious criminals from 
these provinces which we shall not bo able to do without launches, and I therefore 
cannot urge their employment too strongly-—in fact it will be impossible to do the 
work without them. 

In respect to the future, there oannot be any doubt that nothing short of legist 
lation in the shape of an “ Inland River Navigation Act *’ will meet the caso effect* 
lively. The shipping engaged in the river traffio will have to be registered, and owners 
employed in the trade will have to take opt licenses, and a regular River Police 
service wdl have to bo organized, and I do not think any special difficulties are likely 
to crop up in connection with recommendations to this effect being submitted to 
Government in the end—vigorous prosecutions under the bad-livelihood sections 
by the local police of all receivers and supporters, and the om]doym Q nt of additional 
police in the “guilty” villages, Ac. McNamara is at present iu Kajshahi and I 
expect to hear from him shortly, when I shall write you again if noeossiiry ; moan*? 
while I will be grateful if you would kindly consider my proposals, ami if yon 
concur, forward tho same to the Inspector-General for consideration and sanction. 

This Dome gang lias proved a much bigger job than I expected. But I have 
finished it now, and all tho most important men have been arrested and sent down 
to Calcutta, and I have prepared a complete schedule of the gang, and am sending 
the same with a full note to your office and the Com missioner of Polico, Calcutta, 
as also to the Inspector-General of these Provinces fqr future reference and action, 

■Jours sinceroly, 

fk Buamluv, ■ 

Jo A. y. Knyvett, Esq., 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Banhipur, 


Copy to Personal Assistant, Polico, Bengal. Please await Mr. Knyvotfc’sj 
opinion, If these operations are sanctioned, I will probably bo able to submit my 
final report early in March. 

P, Biumley, 


IlSf SrECTQB-rG BNER A L— 

Perusal. I have already arranged about tho launohes (onp each) for Messrs. 
Bramley and McNamara. The latter is now using the Faridpur launch; and Mr. 
flramley will havp the Babna launch when he CQinps dqwn. 

R. Dundas. 
16-1-1904. 


Memorandum of instructions ip, connection with the operations against up - 
country river criminals now absent from their homes op thieving expedition 
in Eastern Bengal. 

It has now been clearly established that from particular localities in tho 
United Provinces considerable numbers of persons of bad character annually visit the 
riverain districts of Bengal for the commission of prime. Complete lists havo now 
been compiled of all boats and the crews thereof engaged in the inter-Provinoial river 
Pallia. trade, and which annual voyages down to. 

FySd rh ’ *k 0 *° wer r ® aches fhe Ganges. At the present 
W.i. ’ time of some 6,000 trading boats registered in tho 
qorakhput. marginallyruofced districts, no less than 4,00C> are 
absent in Bengal, which in itself represents, roughly, a floating population of about 
16,000 men now absent frpm their homes in these provinces and temporarily in 
Residence on fhe rivers in Bengal. The crime statistics, reoeived from each district* 
howeyep, indicate that the criminal element ib confined to certain welirknown sub- 
1 residing in certain definite areas. T|ie greater portion of those employed in 
liver traffic are apparently hpnes| fcradern, and thy greater part of the river trade 


1. AUstabad. 

2. Mm^pur' 

3 . Beuarea . 

4. Jaunpur. 
CrhSszpyr, 


6 

1, 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 
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m Eastern Bengal is in their hands. With all such persons therefore it is not 
desirable in any way to interfere 5 but the practical absence of river police 
arrangements in Eastern Bengal, where in fact the rivers are the chief means of 
communication, and the consequent immunity from all police supervision enjoyed 
by those engaged in this trade, combined with the timid character of the local 
inhabitants has attracted numbers of expert criminals from these provinces, who have 
for years past undoubtedly found it far safer and more profitable to follow their 
nefarious calling in Eastern Bengal than in the neighbourhood of their own homes. 
Very little, if any, of the crime they oommir is ever even heard of, which to a great 
extent accounts for the difficulty so generally experienced in finding people to 
identify property found on those so frequently arrested in these provinces. A list, 
however, has now been prepared by the Assistant District Superintendent of Police 
on special duty in Bengal of all unreported cases which have occurred in the 
neighbourhood of the rivers, and arrangements are being made which will in future 
facilitate the identification of all such property if really stolen in Bengal. The exact 
connection in. these respects in the two provinces will be seen in 

2, In addition to those who are known to have gone down by boat, it appears 
that the worst criminals made it a regular practice to journey down separately and 
join the boats in Bengal, for which purpose they take full advantage of the facilities 
placed at their disposal by the rapid extension of our railway systems. Thus :— 

(а) The u Chain” Mallah colonies of Ballia and Gorakhpur use the Bengal 

and North-Western Railway freely ; in fact, as an illustration of the 
extent to which they appreciate the advantage of being favourably 
situated in this respect, mention may be made of a portion.of the Ubhaon 
colony of “ Chains ” who migrated from Ballia about six years ago to a 
more strategic position in village Sibranli, police-station Musaila 
(Gorakhpur) adjoining the Bhatni junction, which places them in direct 
communication with their raiding grounds in Eastern Bengal (see para¬ 
graph 6 ). 

( б ) The Mirzapur Pasis and mallahs of village Kamassin, and the neigh¬ 

bouring villages on the Kotwali side, and the Basis of Gopiganj at 
Bhadoi, have the East Indian Railway main line actually running 
past their doors on one side, and the Oudh andKoliilkband Railway at au 
almost equally convenient distance on the other (see paragraph 7), with 
the result that within a couple of hours of leaving home fchoy can catch 
trains which convey them direct to Goalundo, where they join their 
friends in the boats. 

(c) Similarly Shikohabad, Agra city, and Muttra are all conveniently 
situated for the river criminals in that part of the province. The 
present operations will therefore be confined to those particular localities, 
and the castes specially to be dealt with are the u Chain ” mallahs of 
Ballia and Gorakhpur, the mallahs and Pasis of Kamassin and other 
villages in Mirzapur, and the mallahs in police-station Sirsaganj (Main- 
pun), Farrukhabad and Tajgauj (Agra), and Skergarh, Surir and Mat 
(Muttra). 

3. In addition, to the boat enumeration list, there is in each of the districts 
mentioned in paragraph 1 a list of absentees of bad character who are known or 
are suspected of being in Bengal in company with the boatmen from their districts. 
Each district has therefore sufficient material at its disposal to ensure the speedy 
identification of all persons who may be arrested in the course of these operations. 
The necessity for concerted action in this respect is fully illustrated by a recent 
case in Gorakhpur, in which by reason of the special attention now being paid to 
this subject by the Government Railway Police two Mirzapur mallahs were arrested 
at the Bhatni Railway junction under section 54, and in whose possession much 
suspicious property has been found- They have both been convicted under section 
1.09. Meanwhile the property found on them is being made the subject of further 

30a 
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inquiries in Bengal. They had tickets from Phulchari railway station (Eastern 
Bengal State Railway on the Brahmaputra river) to Benares City and their case 
indicates exactly what is going on, and only shows that, if collective action wore taken, 
it is quite possible that large numbers of returning badmashes could similarly be 
arrested and much stolen property recovered at railway stations by the police in these 
provinces. 

4. In order therefore to put an immediate check on the prevailing unsatisfac¬ 
tory state of affairs, it is now proposed as a preliminary measure to take vigorous 
action under the preventive sections against all bad characters of this description found 
concealing tlieir identity, or living at present without ostensible means of livelihood 
in Bengal. The District Superintendent on special duty will therefore now proceed 
to the districts affeoted in Bengal and will overhaul and check all up-country boats 
found there. The crime will be compared with the district lists, and ho will take 
action under section 109 in all cases in which such proceedings may be justified.. In 
order to assist in the identification of criminals, the following officers and moil will 
be deputed from these provinces to accompany him to Bongal:— 1 

Mirzapnr District. —Constable Achaibar Singh, police station Katwali. 

Gorakhpur District.— One constable (or chaukid&r) from police-station Musaila* 

Benares — 

(1) Constable Lai Bahadur Singh, 

(2) „ Mustak Husain, 

(3) „ Jaikarau Singh, 

(4) Head constable Muhammad Idris, 

and the following river policeConstables Shankar, Sri Ham, Earn Khilawan and 
Sukh Deo. 

District Superintendents concerned will please place the services of the officers 
and men named at Mr, Bramley's disposal when required. One month's pay may 
be advanced and railway fare paid to Dacca to be accounted hereafter in the usual 
way by submission of travelling allowance bills. 

5. The result of this scrutiny in the Bengal rivers will probably bo an imme¬ 
diate exodus from Bengal back to their homes of most of the bad characters now 
absent, and thus it is proposed to apprehend as they alight at the railway stations 
in the United Provinces. The District Superintendents of the districts concerned, 
i.e., MTrzaptir, Gorakhpur, Ballia, Ghdzipur, Axamgarh, Benares, Agra, Muttra and 
Main pur i will therefore be good enough to take steps to watch the stations mentioned 
in the manner directed hereinafter, sec paragraph 7. 

6. Mr. McNamara, Assistant District Superintendent of Police, lias boon 
directed to arrange with the Assistant Inspectors-General of Railway Police and tho 
districts concerned in Bengal for the immediate watching of the following railway 
stations in Eastern Bengal:—. 

Assam) Brahmaputra river. 
Bengal) ditto- 

„ ) ditto, 

„ ) Junction Gauges and 
Brahmaputra, 

„ ) Ganges. 

» ) n 

V ) » 

» ) » 

» ) li 

» ) V 

» ) )? 

»> ) » 

» ) » 


E. B. S. Railway — 


1 . 

Dhurbi* 

2. 

Jutrapore 

3. 

Phulchari* 

4. 

Go alundo* 

5. 

Belgachi 

6 . 

Paugsa 

7. 

Khooksha 

8. 

Kumarkhali 

9. 

Kushtia* 

10. 

Poradaha 

11. 

Mirpur 

12. 

Pauaukdia* 

13. 

Saraghat* 


(Goalpara district, 
(Rangpur „ 

(Bogra „ 

(Paridpur „ 


V j> » 

( » )> 

(Nadia „ 

( V )) 

( » v 

( » n 

( » a 

( jj a 
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(Murekidabad, district Bengal) Ganges. 


(Sonthal Parganas 
( 

( 


E. I. Railway — 

14. Azimganj 

15. Rajmahal 

16. Sahibganj 

17. Sankragali Gk&t 
B. & N.-W. Railway —• 

18. Manihari Ghat.* 

The most important stations, i.e., those made nse of most by the river criminals 
are those marked.* The remainder are only likely to be made use of when, the 
mullahs find out that the others are being watched. Tbs District Police authorities 
are being asked to depute local police to all stations where Government Railway 
Police are not ordinarily posted, or where they may be too weak to furnish the 
number of extra men required for this special purpose. One intelligent, literate 
constable at each station will be sufficient. 

It shall he the duty of the police thus posted at the stations in Bengal~~ 

(1) to quietly watch and note the daily issue of tickets for all up-passenger 

trains from these stations to any of those in the United Provinces in 
the list given below ; 

(2) to wire this information to the police on duty at the United Provinces 

stations immediately after the departure of the trains from the stations 
they are watching. 

It is essential that the police on duty at the stations in Bengal work as quietly 
and as methodically as passible, in order that the roal object of their deputation 
may not become known. They need not in fact be told why the information is 
required. Being temporarily on duty at the stations to assist the Government Rail¬ 
way Police, they can send Police service messages direct to the police on duty at the 
stations in the United Provinces, and these messages should he of the briefest possi¬ 
ble description, thus:— 

Prom—R- Police, Phulchari. | To—-R. Polico, Chunar. 

tl Six tickets issued by 7 up vid Bliatni and Mogbal Sarah” 

They should attend in plain clothes and should work in conjunction with the 
Railway staff, whose co-operation is being arranged for. 

7. In the United Provinces the following stations will bo closely watfiied, and 
all arrivals, by up-trains, from the stations noted in the Bengal list, should be closely 
scrutinized and interrogated 
jB. & N.-W. Railway — 


1 . 

Bhatpar.* 

2. 

Bhatni Junction.* 

3. 

Miirkhar,* 

4. 

Salompur, 

5. 

Barkai. 

6. 

Lar Road. 

10. 

Tartipur.* 

11. 

Bilthara Road. 

12. 

Kidikdapur. 

13. 

Kopaganj. 

14. 

Jhan Junction. 

15. 

Aurihar Junction. 

16. 

Benares city. 


1 


1 


^ Gorakhpur district for u Chains ” 
at Musaila and Barliaj. 




1 


0. & R- Railway. 
17. Kashi. 


18. 

19. 

20 . 
21 . 
22 . 


» Azamgarh and Ballia districts 
} for Ubhaon and Masuhar(?) 
j “Chains.” j 

Ghfizipur for 3 aunpur mallahs. 

Benares for Benares and Mirzapur mallahs, 


1 


Special Sub-In¬ 
spector Sfti'dar 
Husain with 
headquarters at 
Bliatni. 


Benares Cantonment Benares for Benares and Mirzapur mallahs and 


Chaukhandi. 

Kapsetki. 

Bkadoh* 

Suriawan.* 


Pas is and Bhars. 


| Mirzapur district for Bhars, Basis and mallahs. 
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E. /. Railway- 


35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 


Bhudan. 

Kaurara.’ 5 ' 

Shakoabad. 

Ferozabad, 

Agra Fort. 

Muttra.* 

Korn- 


23. 

Mogal Sarai. 

1 

■ (Benares district.) 

\ 

24. 

Deonafehpur.* 



25. 

Ahraura Road. 




26. 

Rula hfit.* 




27, 

Clrunar.* 



For Mirza¬ 

28. 

Pahara.* 



pur inal- 

29. 

Jhingura.* 


> Mirzapur district. 

lalis and 

30. 

Mirzapur.* 



Pasis. 

31. 

Bindachal.* 




32. 

Biroha.* 




33. 

Gaipura.* 




34. 

Fntwai.* 

.> 

-j 



Special Sub-In- 
spoctor Ashraf 
AB’h head quar¬ 
ters, Mimpur. 


1 

j, Mainpuri for Siraaganj mallahs. 

J 

^ Agra district for Fatahabad and Tajganj mallahs. 
Agra district for Muttra mallahs. 

-Tlio most important stations are marked with an asterisk. 


At Bhatni, Iran, Aurihar, Kashi, Benares Cantonment, Mogal Saxai, Mirzapur, 
Agra Fort and Muttra, the Government Railway Police will probably be able to 
carry out checking without the assistance of the District Police, but even then they 
will require assistance from the local police in respect to the identification of local 
bad characters alighting from trains, and therefore at all of these places District 
Superintendents will make the necessary arrangements in consultation with the 
Deputy Inspector-General or Superintendents of Government Railway Police. At all 
stations where Government Railway Polioo are not ordinarily posted, District Police 
or chaukiddrs or both will be posted. None but specially qualified men should be 
seleoted. They should be furnished with lists of absentees from their circles or 
should be acquainted with thom, and they should be givou a list of stations in 
Bengal from which arrivals are to be watched, and from which they are to receive 
messages. 

S. It shall be the duty of the police stationed at tko railway stations in the 
United Provinces to—- 


(1) meet all up-trains and to look out for all persons arriving from the stations 

mentioned in Bengal; 

(2) they will attend in plain clothes at the ticket gate, and on the arrival of 

all such persons, as noted above, they should at once ascertain their 
names and addresses, and will interrogate them as to their caste and 
residence, and shall forthwith arrest under section 54, Criminal Procedure 
Code, all whom they can personally identify as bad characters, or who 
conceal their identity, ox who otherwise bring themselves within the 
scope of section 54, Criminal Procedure Cod© ; 

(3) they will work in conjunction with the ticket collecting staff, whoso co¬ 

operation is being arranged for. All persons arrested in pursuance of 
these instructions should be searched # in the presence of the station- 
master or some other such respectable persons, and no persons are to be 
interfered with, who do not belong to the criminal classes now being 
dealt with. Special Sub-Inspector will see that people are not unne¬ 
cessarily harassed. Ko persons are therefore to be interfered with who 
come from places other than those noted in paragraph 6, or who may 
not be actually known to be bad characters. The police deputed on 
special duty will therefore exercise all due caution in- respect to their 
powers of interrogation and arrest j 
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(4) all cases taken up in pursuance of these instructions shall ordinarily be 

registered and investigated, if within railway limits, by the Govern¬ 
ment Railway Police investigating officers concerned, or if beyond 
railway limits, by the District Station officers concerned. 

(5) the Special Sub-Inspectors deputed as above (paragraph 7) to supervise 

the work of the special staff, will be informed promptly of all arrests 
made, and they will communicate the information direct without delay to 
Mr. Bramley, who will keep a note of all such cases. In districts where 
no Special Sab-Inspector is posted, the Government Railway Police or 
District Police, as the ease may be, will communicate this information 
to Mr. Bramley ,* 

(6) all persons arrested should be carefully searched (as in paragraph 8, supra), 

and all suspicions property taken in charge, complete inventories of the 
same being forwarded without delay to Mr. Bramley ; 

(7) the Special Sub-Inspector will assist in the enquiries and will see that no 

time is lost in putting the accused up before the Magistrate having 
jurisdiction. Remands of at least ten days should be applied for, and 
finger-impressions should be taken and sent for search to the Central 
Bureau at both Allahabad and Calcutta. 

9. Similarly in the localities mentioned, the tk&na police should take imme¬ 
diate steps to place a close and careful watch over the particular villages from which 
large numbers of criminals are now absent, and who will probably hasten home 
the instant they find themselves being sought for in Bengal. Thus the villages of 
Kamassin, Gargari, Dulapatti, &c., in Mirzapur; Sikrauli in police-station Musaila, 
Gorakhpur; Uchaon and the villages in that neighbourhood in Ballia and Azam- 
garb : the river villages of Karra and others in Sirsaganj, Fatchabad in Agra, and 
Chamargadi in police-station Shorgarh; Piprela in police-station Mat, Paringaon 
in Raya and village Naharia in police-station Saini in Muttra should all be closely 
watched, and village police and beat constables should receive instructions to main¬ 
tain special vigilance and promptly report the rotnrn of absent, bad characters who 
should forthwith be searched and called to account for their doings during their 
absence, and action should bo taken accordingly. 

10. If the police in the two provinces, who are being posted to the two sets of 
stations montionod, reciprocate intelligently, it is very probable that a considerable 
number of expert criminals will bo apprehended before they learn the exact extent 
of the opr at ions being taken against them. It is also very probable that a good deal 
of stolen property will be found in their possession, which with the increased 
facilities for identification which will be afforded by the joint action now being 
taken, will probably result in much concealed and undetected crime in Bengal being 
brought home to these thieves, 

11. It is most necessary therefore that none but the most intelligent and quali¬ 
fied constables and oliaukidftrs be selected for this duty, aud that no time he now lost 
in posting the police at the stations concerned. They will be on duty for about a 
month, after which it will not be necessary for any special watch being maintained 
at the railway stations since the boats usually start back on their return voyage about 
April, 

12. The Inspector-General therefore hopes that District Superintendents of 
Police of the districts concerned will give this matter their beBt attention, and inform 
Mr. Bramley as soon as the men are posted. 

Mr. Bramley's address till further notice will be— 

Gfo P. A. to the Inspector-General of Police, 

Bengal, Writers' Buildings, Calcutta. 

By order, 

P. BltAlIXiEY, 

District Superintendent on special duty . 

31a 
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Notes of interviews held with Mirzapur mallah prisoners now confined in the 

Dace a Central Jail . 

I. 

No. 723S, Phngu Mull all, son of Shoo Lallu, of village Kamaain, police-station 
Kofcwali, Mirzapur, United Provinces, aged about 25 years ; sentence 7 years' 
rigorous imprisonment, 16-11-1903. 

Left homo inliis own boat about 7 or 8 years ago. His father (Shoo Lallu) died 
about 12 years ago. Served a small boat of his own—a meghna of about 200 
roaunds—purchased from liis uncle Laggan Mallah for Rs. 150, which was paid 
off in instalments. Took down a cargo of stone from Bacha Panda of Bindhaehal, 
from Mirzapur to Dhunian. Crew consisted of Jaggw Kumhar , B-udhu Kumhar, 
KanJicti Iinhvar, Ballai mallah and self, in all seven. The stone was sold in 
Blmnian to Laggan Gond for Rs. 200, and of this JBacha Pande received about 
Rs. 70 and Laggan received an instalment also. Next year again took a cargo of 
atone from Bacha Pande; 250 mannds of curry stones of sorts, on which I irmdo 
about Rs. 200 profit. I also made Rs, 50 in carrying rice and so cleared my debt. 
X thus worked for a couple of years and all was well till I quarrelled with Ijaggan, 
who got my boat attached for an old debt. I gave him back my boat and bought 
a new ulanlci of about 200 maunds from Audau and Maikan mallah of Mirzapur, 
In this boat X made one or two voyages down to Bengal, and did no thieving till 
about four or five years ago, when I came down with a crew containing Jaikaran 
Akir of Ivama,sin, Jagrup Kahar of Kamssin, Jakhu Pasi of Katnasin, Jangi 
mallah of Ivarnasin, Jokhan Ahir of Kamaain, Sheo Tahal Mallah of Kamasin 
(deceased). We came down with an empty boat to Narainganj, and did no business 
on our way down, so Jalchu and Jaikaran suggested that wo might u raise the wind” 
by stealing. I was at first afraid to join them, but they went out on two occasions 
with the dinglii and got about Rs. 200 in cash winch was distributed. They then 
suggested that I should go and see Ilargobind Missir at Jahnjmarkhi I)earn, as ho 
was a good man who helped all Knmasin boatmen and Paste, They had known 
Ilargobind before, and so I went. [These two noon (Jakliu and Jaikaran) did not 
come from Mirzapur with me, but came in Bhagwanla’s boat which they left and 
joined me at Narainganj.] "When wo went to see Ilargobind ho asked who 1 was, 
and Jaikaran said I was their Manjhi,and a trustworthy man, so Ilargobind kept 
the Paste and told me to return to the boats and that he would see mo later, Har- 
gobind and the other two came clown to the boat about an hour later, and sail “ Why 
do yon go about with an empty boat; we will help you to get work at GoaltmdoP 
Wo went back accordingly, with Ilargobind Singh with us, and reached Gonluudo 
in about three days. Ilargobind and the Pasis then took the dinghi off I went 
in tho dinghi about two miles upstream, where they got out, and came back with 
Rs. 700 in cash. Ilargobind then returned with his share. I got Rs. 200 as my 
share as manjhi. I never heard whom they actually stole the money from. Jai¬ 
karan and I later on had a quarrel over the partition, as I heard they got more 
than Rs. 700. Jaikaran and Jakhu then left and went home. I purchased rice from 
Bissessar Sao and Bachan Sao with my share of the money, and then returned home. 
We committed no more thefts after the departure from Dhapari of Jakhan and 
Jaikaran. 

In my next voyage I brought down : (1) Ratckman Pasi of Rtemasin, (2) 

Jokhai Kahar of Kamasin, (3) Anghar Kewat of Kamasin, (4) Bissessar Pad of 
Dulapatti, (5) Tkamman mallah, Bandipur, and (6) Jokhan Ahir, Of these 
Nos. 1, 4 and 5 came down in Latchman’s boat and joined us between Goalundo 
and Narainganj. At the latter place, Thamman brought news of a boat near Madarw 
ganj with a lot of money on board. Five of us, Latchman, Jokhan, Thamman, 
Bissessar, Anghar and self went off in a dinghi and arrived at Madanganj at about 
midnight. Thamman went in through the open door and brought out a box con¬ 
taining Rs. 900in cash. This was distributed.: Latchman and his crew got Rs. 700 
and I gotRa. 200 a@ my share. We all then wept pff at ouqs to Chapdpur and sent 
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money-orders liome from the Post-office there. I sent the whole of my share 
(Rs. 200) home. We then returned again to Narainganj, for the nights were still 
dark and almost immediately committed a burglary in Narainganj town. It was 
in a batasa (sweet) shop. This shop is on a ghat near the river bank. It ia known 
as the batasawalas, and is below the hath hi pul , and to the east of it about 80 to 
100 paces. In this affair, Latchman Anghar, Thamman, Bissessar and self took 
part. Thamman had acted as scout and brought in the information. We reached 
the shop at about 1 a.m. The door was open and Thamman entered and broke open 
a bos from which ho abstracted Rs. 500 cash in a bag. As he was leaving, the 
owner got up to relieve nature and seeing what had happened raised a hue and cry, 
upon which we bolted and got back to the boat. My share in this raid came to 
Rs. 50. We then left and all went up stream together as far as Bat/iabanda in 
the Pubna district. We were in need of clothes, as all ours wore torn ; we therefore 
(same lot as above) made a raid on a cloth merchant’s shop in the bazar. I can 
point outdhe shop. We arrived at the shop at about 3 A.M. The walls were of 
■i ckattai and mud. Bissessar Pasi had scouted out the place, and so he cut a tc send ” 
on the left side of the house, and entered. He passed out to us— 

Five complete thans of long cloth (14 girrahs, i.e. 28 inches wide.) 

Four yellow silk dopattas (same colour as jail office wall.) 

Three silk jhitilas (i.e., made-up female bodices, one was green, one red, and 
one white), 

I got a thdn of longcloth, the others divided the remaining four amongst them ; 
of the dopattas , Latchman got one, Thamman one, and Bissessar two; of the jhnllas, 
Latchman got one and Bissessar two; the red and green ones. This was a little 
more than two years ago. We all now went straight home. There was an oast wind 
and moonlight nights and so we committed no more thefts. We returned again 
next Sawan as usual with tho crew who are now in jail with me. We brought down 
an empty boat. Prom Goaluudo we went to Jahajmarki, Deara, in order to get 
information from Ilargobind Missir, and on arriving there found Bodi and Shoo, 
who told us that a boy of theirs called Dukhanm had been seized by the police tho 
night before, and suggested that we might go to Hargobind Missir and ask him, to get 
the boy, I went with Rchavi, and Hargobind Missir went to tho than a to enquire 
about Dukharan. Tho police then somehow got tho information about us and seized 
us also. Hargobind then wont over to tho x>o!ice and got ns all caught. This state¬ 
ment shown mo and purporting to havo been made by me to Mr. N. C, Banerjeo, 
Honorary Magistrate, is not true. It was prompted by tho daroga and suggested by 
Hargobind, who also said he would get us off on appoal. Sheo and Bodi belong to 
another lot and have never worked with them. 

Sheo is a man who cm give much information if asked. I know Ram Saran 
Kalwar at Mathura Bfizhr j we used to drink at his shop and he used to send and 
receive letters for us. I also know Banga Saran Pan.de at the Serajganj kol Post- 
office ; he wrote money-orders for us. 

I may have forgotten things, but if taken out of jail can show more places where 
thefts were committed. 

(Sd.) P. B. E. 

Notes of interviews held with Mirzapur mallah prisoners now confined in 

the Dacca Central Jail . 

II. 

Narrative of No. 7242, Sheo, son of Jhagru mallah, of village Kamasin, police- 
station Kotwali, district Mirzapur, United Provinees. Seven years’ rigorous impri¬ 
sonment, section 401, Indian Penal Code, 16-11-1903. 

I loft home originally about 15 or 20 years ago as a lad on Sheo Lalla’s (Phagu’s 
father) boat, and went to the Barni Mela at Munshiganj, In this voyage Jai 
Karan, son of Naik mallah, Raghu (his brother),, Sheotahal (deceased), Bachti, my 
grandfather, and Sheo Lalla formed the crew. We brought down stone which was 
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sold at Munshiganj and took home rice. Some thefts, I remember, wore committed by 
this lot, but I was too small to understand what exactly took place, but I remember 
the police captured Sheo Balia's dinghi and in. it were Jagran, Bissessar (Mullah of 
Gargari) and Gajadhar mallah,- all of whom got six: months’ each. Wo returned 
back, and I came back in Babban’s boat, with which boat I returned to Bengal next 
jS avoan. As far as I can remember the crew were— 

(1) Self (boy). 

(2) Bodi (elder brother). 

(3) Bachan (deceased). 

(4) Baban, 

(5) Angan (of Gargari). 

(6) M ata' Bliiki o f Bhataura. 

, (7) Suoku (Julaha) deceased. 

(8) Slieoprasad of Kamasin. 

(9) Potti, Pasi of Dullapatfci. 

We reached Dhapari where the boat was seized by fcbo polico in the Rajsbahi 
daooity case, in which Bhagwanta, Gopal and many others were convicted, I being 
a small boy was. sent home ; the other boys sent home with me were Balltia (deceased) 
and a boy from village Kakranti, police station Bindaolial, whose name I forget. I 
remained at home for four or five months and then came down in Sampafc’n (deceased) 
boat from Dingurpatti. It was a “ Pulwari ” dinghi, and was only used for pilot¬ 
ing larger craft down the river. There were only three of us, the third man being 
a Chamar. We worked on all the rivers between Serajganj and Calcutta and did no 
stealing. We went home and came back again in this way till Baban and Bodi 
were released. Many others were released at the same time. Ramdas and Bodi 
jointly took a boat. I went down in a dinghi with Baban, who. brought a boat at 
Serajganj. The following crew joined us there t—* 

(1) Jagbandhan Pasi. 

(2) Musai Pasi. 

(3) Deosaran Pasi (of village Asnao) police-station Bhadoi,. 

all three of, whom had corns down in Sankar Chamar’s boat from Paclmura, polico 
station Anrai. They asked us to givo them, share in the boat, but this Bubau refused. 
They then came on board as hands at Narainganj, to which place the two boats- 
travelled down together. They did not come on board our boat till a quarrel arose be¬ 
tween them and Shankar Chamar, which arose in this manner :. Shankar had borrowed 
Rs. 400 from a Thakur of Pachaura, and in order to pay this off be brought the 
Pasis down to Bengal. At Narainganj they committed a burglary in which they got 
Rs. 400 which they refused to hand over to-their manjhi Shankar. Now at Naraiu- 
ganj the Pachaura Tkakur v s brother happened to be jamadar in tho employ of Mr. 
David, so Shankar went to him and asked his help, since the mono}* was intended 
for his brother at home. The Thakur accordingly told him to bring the boat to David' 
saheb’s ghat, which was done. The Thakur then came oh board with a lot of 
Pachaura men who were, employed in the mills, and seized the Pasis whom they beat 
and threatened to hand aver to the Police unless they delivered up their monoy, which 
they did. Having got all he wanted, the Thakur kept all the money and told 
Shankar he could go also. The Pasis having left him. and come to us, he had no- 
crew and had to* sell his boat and go home. Tho police got to hear of this and so 
the-Pasis left us also. We went home as usualgand committed no thefts. 

I now entered into partnership with Baban A and we voyaged down to Bengal as- 
'usual. With us were:— 

(1) Gajrup Pasi,_ 

(2) Gauri Pasi, 

(3) Behan mallah, 

(4) Jagxup Kohar, 

and we now began to steal again. At Dinapur,, in a Dear a, we found a Beohw 
(Azamgarb or Gorakhpur District) boat. So Baban, Jagrup Kakar, Gauri Pasi and 
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X ‘went off as usual in the dinghi. Baban entered the boat and brought away a box 
containing Es. 400 in cash. There was no alarm and we got away safely. We then 
travelled on as far as Goalundo and got no work, from thence we went to Jatrapore 
and carried jute and made about Rs. 500 profit honestly. At Qodagari, Gajrup and 
Gauri Pasi deserted us, so we did not bring them down next year, and cur crew 
was— 

(1) Jakhai Kahar, 

(2) Jangi Mallah, 

(3) Ramdin Pasi, 

(4) Lutchman Pasi, 

(5) Jagga Pasi (now chaukidar of Ghaiya), 

(6) Behari Mallah, 
and we two. 

At the Jimotion of the Kosi with the Ganges in the Purnea district I think we 
looted another boat going up the Kosi to bring down oil-seed, (sarson). We found 
out that there was a baipari on board, and so knew there was money there also. 
Our boat was moored about three miles off, and so Baban, Jokhai, Behari and self 
went off in the dinglii and reached the baipari’8 boat about 1 AM. Baban entered 
and brought away a box containing Rs. 1,100 in cash. There was no alarm and we 
got clean away and moved off at once and went down to Sahibganj llajrautia , 
from whence Baban returned home with all the money. I received about Rs. 250 
as my share. He returned about 10 or 15 days after, and we took him on board ; we 
then plied about without committing any more thefts and returned home as usual. 
Jagga (now chaukidar of Ghaiya) got Rs. 80 for his share. Next voyage Jagga did 
not come: the remainder of the crew were the same. On reaching the neighbour¬ 
hood of Dharian in a Boti near the town we looted a small Deowaly boat. Baban, 
Behari and I made the raid, and Baban as usual entered the boat and brought away 
a bag containing Rs. 200. Baban then went off home with this money, and when 
he oarne back, he swore that he had been robbed on tho way by the Chains. We 
found out, however, that he did not lose his trinkets, which he carried in the same 
bag • a quarrel thereupon arose between us and was continued till we got homo where 
we complained to tho Thakur, Ranjit Singh, who, after hearing us, decided against 
Baban, who gave up our shares. I then dissolved the partnership with Baban, and 
wo settled up accounts in the ThakuPs presence. 

I next came down on Bhagwant’s boat on whioh were—- 

(1) Gopal (mallah). 

(2) Bkagwanta (mallah). 

(3) Lutchman Pasi. 

(4) Ramdin Pasi. 

(5) Jagessar Pasi (of Kitckary Ramnagar) Pandri thana. 

(6) Pancku Gowalla (GopaPs brother). 

(7) Jangi mallah. 

Of these, Bhagwata, Jagessar and self travelled down by rail from Mirzapore to 
Rajmakal, and thence to Godagari by steamer, where we met the boat. As far as I 
remember, we committed no thefts this year. I next came down in Raghu's boat,, 
the crew of which were— 

(1) ITanuman Pasi. 

(2) Ganesh Pasi. 

(3) Mata Bkiki Pasi of Bhadoi. 

(4) Lalli Mallah. 

We sold a cargo of stone we had with us at Dharian, after which we went 
down stream. At Khandarpur Baz&r, near Goalundo, we looted a house. Hanu- 
man, Raghu, Ganesh, Mata Bhiki and I went in the dinghi. Ganesh who had 
done the scouting, cut the sendh, and we got a silver gilt metal hnhha, some clothes, 
and about Es. 50 or Ks. 60 in oash. The village was very close to the river and may 
by this time be cut away. We then went down to Mirk a Din near the Barni fair' 

32a 
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at Munsbiganj, Here we (same lot) managed to get Re. 200 out of a boat. Eaghu 
£heu went home witjb. the cash aad we did no more thieving that year. Ho came 
hack to us at Munshjganj and we travelled back together. 


I then bought a boat myself for Bs. 75 from a mallab in village Mahewa, 
police station Sirsa. It was an ulanhi. I also bought a smaller ulanlci I took 
one boat down empty and the other carried stone. My crew consisted of— 

(1) Jangli Chamar. 

(2) Bodi, 

(3) Jheipur, 

, (4) Self, 


| brothers, 


and three more Chamars, I forgot their names. They were a sera toll crow ; wo did 
no business in the thieving time with this lot. At Sorajgang I sold the ufanki 
which was an old and dilapidated one, and bought a pataili, with which I startod 
down stream agam, my crew being— 

(1) Thamman Mallah, 

(2) Sheo JBahran Pasi, 

(3) Matabadal Dharkar, 

(4) Bodi, 

(5) One man (forget name), ■ 
and self. 


We sold our stone as usual at Dharian and went on oast. At Karakantnagar 
(Purneah district I think) we looted a baipari’a boat which was moored quite close 
to a Faheb’s Jcothi. Thamman had done the scouting, and ho, Sheo Bahrun, Mata¬ 
badal and I made the raid. Thamman entered the boat and brought away a box 
containing Rs. 500 in cash. He made a noise in doing so and the people on the 
boat gave the alarm and shouted “ JDohai, Scthheb ha / ” and made a great noise, but 
we got away in the darkness. The boat Was a local one I think. We now had a 
good season in trading and so committed no more thefts this year. In my next 
voyage I brought down :—• 

(1) Sukhdam (Matabadal Dharkar’s younger brother), 

(2) , Bodi, 

(3) Shewbaharan Pasi, 

(4) Jaggan mallah. 

(5) Gajja Pasi, 

Later on Behari mallah replaced Sukhdam whom I sent home, and committed 
no thefte as far as I remember, though some small ones were committed, I think, 
in Godagari. I then made a new boat which oost me Bs. 450 which was advanoed 
me at the rate of Rs, 2 per cent, per mensem (i, e., about Bs, 24per conk per annum), 
and my crew consisted of— 


(1) Kallu Pasi of Taksari. 

(2) ; Mangru Pasi, village Seora, police station Aural. 

(3 ) Anantu Pasi of Kamasin. 

(4) Bodi, 

(5) Self. 

At Eajapore, which is above Goalundo and in the Pubna district, I think I 
took the Pasis out on a raid, of which Arrantq, had brought the khabbar , I 
remained in the dinghi whilst the Pasis mkde the raid'. They eventually brought 
back jewellery,, silver bangles, armlets, anklets, Ac., worth about Rs, 500 and Rs. 50 
or Be, 6.0 in cash- I took: my share, home where it was melted down by the Sethji, a 
sonar in, Kamasin, and had bangles made of'it. Ne$t journey we made we were 
arreted in the case for whioh we are now serving sentences. I may have forgotten 
things,; and if taken over the ground will prob^bly remember more. 

.' . ’ (sa.) p. b. 



D, 0. Urgent. 


( 127a. ) 


Dacca : 

Tr The 3 rd March 1904. 

DEAR iVNYVETTj 

In pursuance of your instructions, I began operations here by interviewing the 
Mullah prisoners recently convicted in the Dacca gang case and now serving their 
sentences (seven years’ rigorous imprisonment) in the Dacca Central Jail. 

After consulting McNamara, who was fully acquainted with the facts connected 
with the gang case, I decided to approach Sheo, son of Jhagru, and Phagu, son of 
Sheo Lallua, Mallahs, both of whom were boat owners. With the assistance of 
constable,s Achaibar Singh and Lai Bahadur Singh we first talked over Phagu 
who was the younger man of the two, and I explained to him that it was in the 
power of Government to suspend or remit his sentence if he imparted to us infor¬ 
mation which would result in the capture and conviction of the up-country river 
thieves now at work in Bengal, together with a complete exposure of their modus 
operands. Phagu then accepted the conditions and made a statement to me (see 
Appendix I). I then tackled Sheo but found him a far more diffcult man to deal 
with. He fenced hard and would say nothing till he was convinced that no further 
charges would be laid against him and that I really had a right to make the offer. In 
,tho end, however, he spoke. Between the two you will see that they have told me 
of 15 cases in which 51 persons are concerned and in whioh property worth approxi¬ 
mately Ids. 5,068 was stolen. Three-fourths of these thefts were purely on the river 
and all have presumably remained undetected. 

I do not think that either have told me all they know, but they are evidently 
* hedging ” and wo are not likoly to gat more out of them till I can show that we can 
give them some visible form of return. They are both expert river criminals and 
represent two entirely different lots. It is true that the information they can givo 
can only bring na up to the end of 1902, but still they will enable ns to deal with 
many who are still at work and on whose arrest we will bo able to find another man 
or two who will help us to bring the reoord up to date. 

I would therefore strongly recommend that the case be speedily represented to 
Government and recommendations made for action being taken under section 401, 
C. P. C., as sot forth in Punjab Government Circulars Nos. 2 and No. 117 of 
27th April 1898, which has already been acted on with much sucooss in other 
oases in the Unitod Provinces. 



The statements herewith sent speak for themselves although they might have 
eaid more. I must say I did not expect they would ever say as much. Prom what 
I have seen of the men, I think they are in a position to render ns most valuable 
assistance, and if their sentences wore suspended they are certainly likely to giv© 
us much invaluable information. 

I have shown the statements made to both the Magistrate and the Commissioner 
of Dacca and am desired to say that they concur with me in respect to the recom¬ 
mendation for a suspension of sentence under section 401, C. P. C., provided they 
render the desired assistance. 

I would earnestly solicit an early decision on this point, for the Miczapur 
boats will begin their homeward journeys very shortly, and we will be able to 
capture many before they get home. 

Tours sincerely, 

P. Bramley, 

Dhf. Supdt. of Police , (on special duty}. 

To— A. V. Knyvett, Esq., 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police. 


GotoOTS©’: 

The’ IQtfa Mmeh 1994. 

Dear Mr. Carlyle, 

As proposed yesterday, T looked, up the*local Agents of the Steamer* Company 
Mid' discussed river police matters, with them* Erom the- enclosed* notes, of- the 


Issp ectoe-Gem BEAT,— 

I found a lot of docu¬ 
mentary evidence against 
the “ Kumasin ” River 
Gang of criminals going 
back nearly 20 years and 
showing that the gang 
has been in existence for 
many years and that it 
habitually raids Bengal. 
The confessions of Sheo 
and Phagu give us true 
history up to 1902 and 
will lead to results of 
great importance. I 
therefore send Mr. Bram- 
ley’s report on at once 
and would strongly sup¬ 
port his proposal to offer 
conditional pardon under 
section 401 to the two 
Mirzapur mallahs he haa 
named.. 

A. V. KNYVETT, 
Depy. lnspr.-&enl. 

of Police. 

7-3-1904. 
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conference held, you will see that no difficulties need he anticipated on their account, 
go long as they are dealt with with some little consideration. I think a mistake 
was made in not seeking their co-operation at the former meetings held in this 
connection. 

I have taken the precaution to get them to sign the note. They have also 
excellent maps and possess a very unique knowledge of the river trade and all 
things appertaining thereto, and whoever runs the shore hereafter might with 
advantage consult them freely. 

% Yours sincerely, 

P. Bramley. 


Notes of a Conference held on hoard the S. S. ct Waits” River Steam Navigation 
Company, Qoalundo, Thursday, 10 tk March 1904. 

JR resent: 

(1) G. W. Leeson, Esq., Assistant Mail Superintendent, River Steam Naviga¬ 

tion Company. 

(2) G. Toogood, Esq., Traffic Superintendent, India General Navigation and 

Railway Company. 

(3) P. R. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, Benares (on. 

special duty). 

(1) The question of the existing police arrangement on the river in Eastern 
Bengal along the main trade routes was discussed, and it was considered that such 
arrangements as do exist are extremely unsatisfactory, and that sound reasons 
existed for* the organization and maintenance under proper control of a properly 
appointed and equipped police force on these rivers, wliioh should include regular 
coast guard stations at all important stations and points, the distribution of regular 
beats, and the appointment of a regular staff of efficient detectives to travel 
on the steamers. The meeting is also of an opinion that the river police arrange¬ 
ments should be in continuation of the Railway Police system, so as to bring it 
under the general control of the Assistant Inspector-General, Railway Police, who 
could then arrange for the details at the various junction stations, so that there should 
be no divided responsibility. But the river police should be recruited from and man¬ 
ned by men drawn exclusively from classes which make use of the rivers and who are 
specially qualified to deal with river matters. The employment of useless head- 
constables, as is at present in force, is deprecated. 

(2) In order to bring the country boat traffic under proper control, it is 
suggested that all trading boats be annually licensed by District authorities. A 
reasonable fee based on tonnage might with advantage be levied, from which the 
expenses connected with the proposed revised police establishment could very possibly 
be met. Legislation should be resorted to in this respect if necessary. 

(8) The meeting is of an opinion that at present life and property on the 
country craft now plying in the rivers in Eastern Bengal is not safe. The meeting 
agrees that there is every reason to believe that robbery, violenco, and theft is 
prevalent on the waterways in this locality, but which is not reported and therefore 
remains undetected. Moreover, specifio instances can be given by the Company’s 
officers, of goods stolen from vessels and flats, etc., moored in one distriot and from 
which the goods when removed were sold in another district on the opposite shore- 
which involved reference to another set of district authorities, who are as a rule 
placed at great distances from the scene of occurrence, and who can only be com¬ 
municated with after much difficulty. The meeting therefore maintains that all 
quays, ghats, mooring stations, etc., ought to be protected by a regularly appointed 
police force. 

(4) The meeting would also draw attention to the urgent necessity for legisla¬ 
tion in respect to the regulation of navigation of the waterways. At present there 
is none. There are absolutely no rules for the use of lights, or recognised rules of 
the road. Instances can be given of serious accidents to country craft by reason of 
the absence of suoh rules, Attention is invited to the complaints made from the 



( 129a ) 

local steamer agents at Barisal on which the joint agents in Calcutta drew up a 
draft set of rules for the approval of Government. (Mr. Leesou very kindly under¬ 
took to get a copy.) 

15) The meeting would like to draw the special attention of the District 
Superintendent on special duty to Madaripur, and that neighbourhood where up- 
country boats congregate in large numbers* and where local crafts also assemble, 
and there'is much trouble both criminal and in regard to navigation. Similar atten¬ 
tion is required in the Sunderbans. 

(6) The representatives of the Steamer Companies would also like to place on 
record that in the event of Government deciding to take action in these respBcts that 
the Steamer Companies be consulted, as they are deeply interested in work on these 
rivers. 

P. Bb^HLEY, G. TOOGOOD. 

District Supdt. of Police, on special duty. W. Leeson. 

The 10th March 1904. 

'Notes of an interview held on board the 8.S. “ Sudkya ” with Me. J. W. Bell 

Joint Agent, Diver Steamship Company and other officer's of the Company 

stationed at Jagannalhganj station, E. B. 8., on Monday, 14 tk March 1904. 

Present: 

J. W. Bell, Esq., River Steamship Co. 

Babu Girdhari Dutt, Sub-Agout, Jaugannathganj. 

Sub-Inspector Chandra Kumar Guha (in charge Jagannathganj outpost). 

Mr. Bell was asked as to whether ho could give any information as to the 
prevailing state of affairs in respect to river crime and polico arrangements on bis 
section and he stated briefly as follows:— 

Violent crime and theft of all kinds frequently occur on the river and remain 
undetected. A very serious case occurrod last year, in which a broker of Kalli 
Brothers who hacl money for the purchase of juto, and was travelling by boat was 
set upon and killed and his money looted. Extreme violence was used, the unfor¬ 
tunate man literally having his stomach torn open with sharp stakes. The case 
remained undotectod, but“ Sundars” were suspeoted. 

The principal thefts which occur and come to the notice of the Company's 
officer a are connected with the jute traffic, and occur during tho jute season. Persons 
sent with money to purchase jute are frequently looted. At Rohumari, Chilmari, 
Badrabad, tine Steamer Companies have actually had to supply their sub-agents with 
guns, to scare off the thieves, whose depredations were frequent and carried out 
without four. Representations have frequently been mado to local authorities, but 
defects have not been remedied. When Messrs. Ward and Roily were District 
Superintendents in Rangpur and Bogra (?) they wore appealed to, and during their 
time arrangements of a temporary naturo were made, and the Company built huts for 
the police at the following stations 

Jamartari, Eulohari, and Chilmari, lint he is not sure whether the police are now 
there or not. Matters at one time became so bad that merchants would not bring 
goods down to tho stations. 

The present system of police supervision on the rivers was, in Mr. JBelPs 
opinion, absolutely useless. Every steamer station ought to have police regularly 
stationed there, as a great number of criminals cross from district to district on the 
steamers, without the least fear of police scrutiny. The station at Jagnnathganj is 
supposed to be under the supervision of the Railway Police, but they are stationed 
at a station or two up the line and recently a big theft of Rs. 4,000 odd which 
occurred on board the flat was worked out with the aid of the local police. He 
referred us to Babu Girdhari Dutt for further information aa to prevalent lawlessness 
at the rivarain stations. 

In Mr. Bell's opinion, the most dangerous localities at present on the Brahma¬ 
putra was the length of river between Jagannathganj and Rohumari, and that most 
of the stolen jute was disposed of in Serajganj. 

83a 
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Mr. Bell was shown the notes of the meetings held at Goahmdo with th© 
Company’s officers on the 10th instant and he agreed entirely with their views. 

* * SK * 

Babn Girdbari Dutt, Sub-Agent, then stated 

Whilst stationed at Badrabad a case occurred in which 51 drums of jute were 
being looted. They suspected something from the barking of the dogs. The Babts 
then found some coolies, and found the jute gone and a party disappearing in the 
dark. He fired a gun, the thieves dropped the jute which was then duly recovered. 
TJp-country men wore suspeoted. It was a bright moonlight night. 

He also mentioned another ease in which a man was actually killed. A Marwari 
named Johar Mull Duliehand of Baxipore, sent a servant named I£allu with sorno 
money to pay Steamer Company freight charges, but on the way the unfortunate man 
was waylaid and murdered by four Muhammadans, three of whom were convicted. 

In Babu Girdhari Dutt’s opinion the Sundars were a very bad lot. He fre¬ 
quently hoard of thefts from boats on the rivers. 

As an instance of the sort of things which might be prevented if proper police- 
arrangements were made, both officers referred to the recent theft case of Rs. 4,000 
which occurred on the station fiat and which was worked out by Sub-Inspector Chandra 
Kumar Guha of the local outpost, and of which the facts are briefly as follows :—• 

One Ram DayalDulia brought Rs. 3,800 from Nandina and Khmpore, and arrived 
at Jagannathganj by train from Kuudwa Kalibari at 0 p.m. on the 8th March. Ho 
waited on the flat for the mail steamer which anchors here for the night. On arrival 
of the steamer he wont on board. Karly in the morning boforo the steamer 8. 8* 
Mergui left, he went to the privy, and left the money on a parcel on the lower 
deck. On his return he missed the parcel and raised an alarm, upon which a search 
was instantly made by the Company’s servants. The steamer and flat were both 
searched, and the d serang” of the steamer suspoctod a man namocl u Dhiraj Dotfco” 
alias Mahar AH, who was instantly seized and searched, and Rs. 1,570 in cash was 
found tied round his waist. Ho was arrested and information at once sent to the 
police. Sub-Inspector Chandra Kumar took up the case and found a ticket on the 
accused from Goalundo to Nagarbari, a watch (maker’s name Kurbeja), a knife, and 
Rs. 1,570 in cash. On being questioned he stated he had given part of the money to 
one Taraq Butt a. A further search was made, as it was known that the accused had 
not left the flat, and in the privy some broken thread and string was found, which 
indicated that the parcel had been opened there, a driver was sent below and the 
remainder of the money was recovered in a bag in 14 feet of water below the privy hole, 

* * * * * * He 

Mr. Bell pointed out that cases such as this could, to a great extent, be prevented 
if there was proper police arrangements on board their flats and steamers. He 
further pointed out that in these parts of the province merchants and others have 
necessarily to carry about large quantities of cash for their business transations, since 
notes are not accepted by country people, whilst cheques and other paper transactions 
are unknown. There is always therefore a good haul to be made by river thieves, 
provided they can find out the right people as in this case. Mr. Bell was of an 
opinion that .the accused had carefully watched his victim for a very considerable time, 

:*'* * * * * 5k 

The Sub-Inspector noted that he had submitted a report asking for railway 

police to be permanently pasted at the station and the steamer flat. 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police, 

(on special duty)* 

On Board S. S. “ Sherlock Holmes,” 

Jagannathganj; 

The 14 Ih March 1904. 

Copy forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, for information. 
The 15th March 1904. P. Bramley. 
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Memorandum re information received from Doman mallah and Constable 
Jhingai, posted at Serajganj. 

No trace of the Kamasin gang was found at Serajganj itself, but information 
was received from maliahs that the Mirzapur people have a connection at Fakira- 
ganj or Fakirahat, opposite Dhapri. A number of Mirzapur maliahs have settled 
down there. The colony is said to be a very criminal one. 

At Khatimari (Phulckari) ascertained that Bhagwanta and the others purchased 
liquor there on the holi, and went up stream, since then there was no trace of them 
in the neighbourhood of Pulckari. 

At Ckilmari, there is a mallah named “Alopi ” who comes from somewhere 
up-country ; he is on a “ Guzarghat ” (ferry) at Chilmari. He is well known as a bad 
character, and harbours and associates with the river thieves. 

It is difficult to get information from the maliahs who are afraid that they will 
be taken along to show where the Kamasin lot are. 

Information was received from the maliahs last night at Rajapnr that Bhag¬ 
wanta and the others are still between Chilmari and Dhapri. They were passed 
near Chilmari about eight days ago. They have two Mirzapur! dongis and three 
Bengali (Maldahiya) dongis. They keep the dongis on ahead and the larger boats 
behind about a mile. They are doing no trade and pretend to be fishing. They are 
moving up stream towards Dhapri. In the advance dongi they only keep two 
men and a little food ; the gang live in the large boat, which is double decked ; oil the 
upper deck a couple of men stop, but in the lower one, which is concealed from the 
upper one, are the real thieves and the property. 

Noth.—T he information of tlie Kamasin men going up stream coincides with the information acquired 
by Sub-Iospcctor Surat Chandra. 

There ie also a colony of up-country men at Piary Char near Serajganj. (This was tho placo wlioro Knllis 
agent (?) was assaulted by tho maliahs during tho last jute season.) 

Alopi and tho colony at Fakirahat should be closely scrutinized and searched. There is a jhaw 
jungle near Faldrahat, and stolen property is kept there. They mark Buck places with flags, and these should 
he searohed for. 

P. Bramley. 

The 1 6th March 1904. 


S. S. “Sherlock Holmes ” 
En route to Dhubei. 
Phulckari , 16th March 1904. 

Dear Mr. Carlyle, 

Herewith a report to show bow we are getting on. We left Goalundo on 
Friday 11th and have sinoo then been checking up-eountry boats and making inquiries 
all along the river aa to the existing state of affairs. From the enclosed notos yon 
will see*—(1) That we are apparently close upon the heels of the Mirzapur gang, 
whom we hope to catch between this and Dhubri, and (2) that we have acquired muoh 
information from the railway officials at Jagannathganj, from which all doubts as to 
the reality of the situation will be removed. 

In addition to this, we pounced on one Durga Saran Panday, son of Harnarain 
Panday, of Bbartauli, Mirzapur, who has set himself up as a “ Furohit ” or priest 
for up-country people and maliahs in particular at Serajganj road. His house was 
searched and his connection with the Mirzapur lot was clearly proved by the money 
order receipts found in bis possession as also from some correspondence, whioh has 
been seized and is now being translated. I took him in custody under section 55 
and have directed the Inspector at Serajganj to make enquires with a view to the 
immediate institution of proceedings under section 110, C. P, C. From what I 
gathered locally, ample evidence will be forthcoming, I released him on bail. 



Tela gram sent to 
Dhubri informing Mr. 
Brainley of the Govern¬ 
ment sanction to Pliagu 
and Sheo’s conditional 
pardon, 18th March 1904. 


Both lists have been 
circulated. 


Money order for Rs. 100 
sent, 18th March 1904. 
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At Subarnakbali we caught an Azamgarh mallah, who could, not be traced (and 
is probably a Bkur), on whos 9 boat we found some very suspicious property—jewel¬ 
lery and clothes—and in the course of the inquiry learnt that he along with nino others 
from the Azamgarh district were employed on three boats owned by one Gadri Blmr 
of Azamgarh, who is a village ckaukidar. In villago Pachkar, police-station Qopal- 
pur, Mymensingh district, I arrested him and handed him over with the property to 
the Sub-Inspector at Jagannatkganj for disposal. Inquiries are also being mado as to 
Gadri Bhur. 

I have not as yet received any orders as to Phagu and Sheo, hut as FJ1 get no d&k 
till I reach Dhubri, probably 18th, I cannot hear before I reach there. 

It may be necessary for us to go up as far as Goalpara, and bo I have wired 
Inspector-General, Assam, asking him to direct his police to co-operate. Dae mao 
Pasi (Jagrup No. XV, Kunain gang) has been arrested on his return from Bengal at 
Mirzapur on the 6th, and another mallah named Sukadam Dhankar on the 7th. 
These taken with those we have captured here make a total of nino up to date. Will 
you kindly ask the office to hurry up with the stolon property lists I gave them. I 
am very short of funds, and have received no recoupment of an account I sent into 
Allahabad, on the 4fch, so if I could get an order wired to the Treasury Officer at 
Dhubri for an advance of Rs. 100 it would be convenient. 

I will report further progress from Dhubri. 

Yours sincerely, 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police 
(on special duty). 


RIVER DACOITY. 

Enquiry notes dated 17 th and IS th MarchldO-i , en route Ghilmari to dhubri, 
Ghilmari, arrived 9 a.m. 

Made enquiries from steamer agent and others. Crime ia apparently very preva¬ 
lent in the immediate neighbourhood of the river. There wore thefts regularly dur¬ 
ing the jute season. Last December 38 or 40 bales of jute were stolen. Boatmon sus¬ 
pected. Case remained untraced. 

Recently the ferry ghfit contractor Ramyadi Singh (of Ohapra) lost Rs. 200 in 
cash and jewellery worth in all about Rs, 350. Alopi mallah was found to be in his 
employ as also Ramphal hhatik of Mirzapur (?). Under the circumstances it is not 
very surprising to find the ghhfc contractor and others being robbed freely. The out¬ 
post head-constable admitted he knew nothing whatsoever about what went on on the 
river, and denied that burglaries on land in the neighbourhood were as frequent as tho 
ghiit people made out. 

A police boat with two boatmen is kept here, but only for conveying officers 
from one side of the river to the other. There are uo police at the gk&t, and the head- 
constable took about three hours to journey 1| miles (or less) when sent for ! 
Chilmari and its neighbourhood must be a perfect paradise for the aquatic criminal. 
Beautiful deep hhaU, full of fish, with magnificent churs all around, and every faci¬ 
lity placed at their disposal in respect to a total absence of river polieo, it would be a 
small wonder if the up-country criminal did not make this locality his favourite 
hunting grounds. 

The Teesta River, which joins the Brahmaputra a little below this place, is also 
worked by the Mirzapur boatmen, as far up as Durgapur-Dkolna, Jatrapur would 
be the proper point to watch that piece of water from. 

It was reported that large number of people emigrate annually from other 
districts to the churs, and nothing is known of them. 

It was observed that the steamer pilots were all up-country men, and a man 
named Budhu (& pilot working from Phulchari to near Ohilmaii) was a man of very 
doubtful character, and was known to work with " Alopi ” and Ramphal. 
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N.B*— This Budhu was the man who informed me about the stolen logs men¬ 
tioned in yesterday’s note I (The company apparently do not verify the characters 
of their employes as is the case with other railway companies). 

At Plmlehari we came upon Ramessar chamar’s boat. This man is one of the 
gang leaders mentioned in Inspector Harihar'Charan’s report. He had a crew com¬ 
posed entirely of chamars. His boat was searched, but his ch£l£ns and papers were 
all found in order. The search, however, was incomplete, as we had to go on, and 
there were no local police available, who could have done it thoroughly. 

At Dhubri gnfit, took immediate action in respect to Missri Hajam (No. XV 
list of receivers). Searched hia houses with the aid of the Dhubri police, and found 
a whole lot of post-office money-order receipts and letters, both, open and unopened, 
from Mirzapur mallahs. The Dhubri police have already suspected him of associat¬ 
ing with up-country bad characters. Will arrange for action being taken, if pos¬ 
sible, against this man under section 110, C. P. C. 

The river between this and Goalpara is evidently the headquarters of the Mir- 
zapur mallahs. Mr. McNamara will, therefore, proceed to-morrow by steamer to 
Goalpara, and will work down stream to Dhubri in a country-boat. Information 
has been received of several other receivers in this neighbourhood who will be dealt 
with in detail. 

Dhubri : P. Bramley, 

The IS th March 1904. District Superintendent. 


Notes of a Conference held at Dhubri (Assam) on the 20 th March 1904, in 
connection with river crime and police arrangements. 

Present : 

H. 0. Gordon, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, Dhubri. 

G. E. D’Souza, Esq., Joint-Agent, Steamer Companies. 

M, Eafi-ul-Haq, Inspector of Police. 

P. B. Brameey, Esq., District Sityerintendent of Police (on special duty). 

The object of the enquiry was explained, and the information acquired up to 
the present with the proceedings of former meetings were placed before the members. 

Mr. D’Souza was of an opinion that there was but little crime on the river in 
the neighbourhood of the larger stations, such as Dhubri and Goalpara, but that there 
was need of special river police arrangeineuts at the intermediate, such as Dalgoma, 
Khulnbauda. He mentions a ease which occurred about two years ago between 
Dalgoma and Khulabanda, where some boatmen were completely robbed by some 
other boatmen who came up in a dinghi. 

Mr. Gordon and Inspector Rafi-ul-Haq stated that burglaries Invariably 
increased with the advent of the Mirzapuri boatmen, the worst months being about 
November and December in Dhubri, whilst in Goalpara burglary is usually most 
frequent in January and February. This just about exactly corresponds with the 
passage upstream of these people. 

The following colonies of Mirzapuri boatmen have of recent years been formed 
between Dhubri and GoalparaPanchrathua hill (4 miles below Goalpara), 
Jaroodar Hat (18 miles south-east of Dhubri), Fakirahat (5 miles east of Dhubri), 
Bilasipur (near Rokha Khata Bijni Kntcheri). There are a number of Mirzapuri 
released convicts amongst those settled down in these places. In Dhubri itself some 
8 or 10 Mirzapuri mallahs have settled. Inspector Rafi-ul-Haq stated further that 
the Mirzapuri pilots employed on the steamers were not above suspicion in respect 
toass ooiation with Mirzapuri river criminals. There are absolutely no police on the 
rivers in Assam, and the very greatest difficulty is experienced in dealing with cases 
in which there is reason to believe that river criminals are concerned. 

In respect to known or detected crime which has been reported between Dhubri 
and Gpalparo of recent years, attention may be drawn to a note submitted by Sub- 
Inspector Rajani Kanta Basu of South Salmara, wlio was formerly stationed at 
Goalpara, and whioh is placed on the file. A detail of the other cases is given below. 

34a 
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The Mirzapuri boatmen ■work right up to Kaklamukh, in the Jorhat sub*" 
division of the Sibsagar district, and up to Dhanohinimukk, in the Golaghat sub¬ 
division, and Chaffarmukh in Nowgong. The whole of the timber traffic is 
practically in their hands. The majority of the boatmen at the ferries in Assam ate 
Mirzapur men. They also do most of the jute carrying between this and Serajganj. 
The meeting agrees that the time has now come when Government should legislate 
in respect to Inland river navigation and registration of all country shipping 
employed in river trade. All trading boats should bo registered and licensed, and 
rules and regulations should be issued for the regulation of traffic on tho main 
waterways. As a case in point very recently a steamer entering Goalpara ghtft 
fouled a ferry dinghi carrying passengers. Tho dinghi carried no light and crossed 
the bows of the steamer, in spite of the latter whistling. Four lives wore lost in this 
case. 

In this section there should be coast-guard stations certainly at Elmmari and 
Dhubri, Bilasipara and Goalpara. There is bo important a connection between 
Dhubri and Mirzapur, that pending any other action Government may think fit to 
take, the mooting suggests that, District Superintendent of Police, Dhubri, be 
furnished annually with a complete list of boats and crews leaving Mirzapur for 
Assam and Eastern Bengal. These lists should reach Dlmbri at tho latest by 
November. 

With reference to crimes mentioned above, attention may bo drawn to tho 
records in tho following cases :— 

(1) Case No. 10, Dhubri police-station, 1901, section 457, in which property 

valued at Bs. 1,152 was stolen, of which about one-third was recovered, 
and four Mirzapuri mallahs, Manglm, Darsan, Champat and Dhanapafc 
were convicted. The property was found partly in the boat, and partly 
hidden in a bamboo tube, which was found sunk in the river. This was 
a very interesting case in that the methods of secreting tho property 
were brought to light. 

(2) Case No. 4 of October 1902, section 457, police-station Dhubri, in which 

up-country mallahs were concerned. In this case Lnllnh mullah was 
one of the accused. He has now settled down in Barikhanda (South 
Salmara police-station.) 

(3) Case No. 2 of November (1903), police-station Bilasipara, section 457, 

Accused Sampat mallab and Eamharakh mullah. .Property worth 
B-s. 108 stolen. Accused arrested by a village chaukiddr whilst they 
were breaking open tho bos. Accused got three months* rigorous 
imprisonment each. 

(4) Case No. 6 of February 1904, section 457, Goalpara police-station. Behari 

and Bhagwanba mallah (Mirzapur, arrested.) Durga pasi and Deold 
pasi absconded. Theft of property and jewellery worth Ks. 1 058 ■ 
case still under trial. Accused have confessed. 

(5) Case No. 4 of February 1903 (Goalpara police-station), section 400. 

Mahabir mallah, six months* rigorous imprisonment. 

Of these No. 4 is a very important one, and if either of the accused could be got 
to make a full and true confession on offer of a pardon, it is possible that the gangs 
now at work could all be exposed. There are other cases besides these which can if 
necessary, be mentioned, though for the present the meeting considers that sufficient 
grounds have been shown for concluding that the Mirzapuri mallahs employed in 
the log trade in this district, together with those settled in the colonies above- 
mentioned, are hardened criminals who need special surveillance and control, 

P. Bramley, on special duty, 

Geo. E. D*Sotjza. 

H. C. Gordon. 

Bafi-ul-Haq, Inspector 


The 2 Otk March 1904. 
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D. O. 


Dear Mb. Carlyle, 


Dhubei (Assam) ; 
The 20 tk March 1904. 


erewith .another budget of information collected between this place and 
ugg.innat iganj, (2) proceedings of a conference held here to-day with the local 
■> icers, the District Superintendent will be back to-morrow and I hope to meet 
urn t ion, (o) a letter of 15th March 1904 from Personal Assistant to Inspector- 
cnora ^ ol I olice, United Provinces, saying that I must be back in Benares by the 
st ..piil without fail. This means that all further enquiries by me must be dropped 
onco. Whereas you will see from the notes I have been sending you that we 
lave now got on m the real grounds of the Mirzapuri dacoits and we should in a 
week or two apprehend the lot. 


T 

am going up to Goalpara to-morrow to interview the mallahs in jail there, 
* im *' (> S 0 * 1 another approver from amongst them. Meanwhile I am sending 

hn the two from Dacca. There will be much ground to go over, and I doubt 
; V u ^ Cau ( ^° ^ * u a week. The Government order only reached me yesterday. 

will push on the work as fast as I can, but cannot finish it before the 15th April. 
It would |,o a pity if the work were stopped just when wo were in a position to 
Alike, ho will you kindly let mo know by wire as to what you decide on. I do not 
think there would bo any particular difficulty about getting an extension if His 
Honour was acquainted with the facts. 

Assmn appears to mo to bo as much interested in these proceedings as either 
Bengal or United Provinces, for the Mirzapuris are all here. I have made careful 
Doha as to River Police stations, and will bo able to give you a full report when I 
have iitUKhod. 


Kindly wire whether you agree to applying for an extension. 

Yours sincerely, 

P. Bramley. 


U. W. Carlyle, Esq., c.i.e,, i.c.s., 

Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 


Allahabad: 

The 1 5th March 1904. 

My dear Bramley, 

In reply to your letter, dated 10th March 1904, I am desired by the Inspector- 
General to inform you that he has applied to Government for sanction to extend the 
term of your special duty up to April 1st, but that you must rejoin at Benares on 
that date without fail. 

Yours sincerely, 

L. M. Kaye. 


River Dagoiti. 

Inquiry notes, dated 20th-2lst March 1904, Dhubri , Assam . 

VlSTTED Fakirganj and Jamedar Hat, and found them as also Bhakwamari to 
be villages populated almost entirely by up-country people, mostly from Ohapra, 
Ottilia and Gorakhpur. The mallahs have settled down at Bhakwamari. This part 
of tho district was fairly well populated it seems previous to the last earthquake, 
which drove thousands away, and it is only now being opened out again. The mallah 
settlors are exclusively Mirzapuri. The villages have many up-country « sunars” 
and baniabs, and there is therefore every facility offered for the immediate melting 
down and disposal of stolen property. Collected the following information from 
manj his met with on the river ;— 

This part of the river is worked exclusively by the Mirzapuris. They bring 
down cargoes of stone, &q,, about September which is all disposed of between Dharian 
(Pubna) and Munshiganj by October, and as soon as the Brahmaputra begins to fall, 
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they work their way up to Assam. Jute is now stolen wholesale wherever they can 
lay hands on it between Goalundo and Chilmari. The jute thus stolen is not sold, 
but is used for making the ropes required for the rafts. 

The boats being empty on the up journey, and the rate of travelling being slow, 
thefts are committed regularly the whole way up stream. From Rohumari the 
thieves with the property leave the boats and make their way direct to Fakirganj, 
Dhubri and other places where it is all properly disposed of with the assistance of 
up-country u sunars.” They bring nothing in their boats past Dhubri, for the police 
search them there. The proceeds of the thefts are then divided and either taken home 
in cash by men sent back by train, or are kept and shown as honest earnings. Fulchari 
is the railway station ordinarily used. The Kamasin boats were last seen about a 
week ago making sail up stream above Goalpara. They have a lot of pasis and some 
tbakurB and brahmans on board. 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police, 

on special duty. 


River Dacoiti. 

Notes , dated 22nd-23rd March 1904. Dhubri 1904 (Assam,), 

1. Report received from Mr. McNamara to the effect that he searched Sila 
Rain’s and Tekru Muhammadan’s houses on the strength of certain information 
reoeived at Dhubri. Result—much incriminating correspondence was found in Situ 
Ram’s possession, including a letter saying that certain mullahs had better move 
about with care, for a Sub-Inspector and four constables had gone from Benares to 
seize them, and that all boats were to be searched at Patna. Sita Ram was arrested 
under section 54, C. P. G\, and released on bail. Further enquiries were entrusted 
to the Inspector of Police, Goalpara, who has been asked to send in an early report. 
It is perfectly evident that both Sita Ram (whose home is in Mirzapur) at Goalpara 
and Misir hajjara at Dhubri, are regularly constituted agents for the Mirzapur 
mallahs, and that they in combination with the R. 8. N. Arlcatia (pilots) are the 
persons who give information to the mallahs and pasis as to likely places for raids. 
Pending further inquiries or possible proceedings under section 110, G. P. C., I have 
recommended the District Superintendent, Dhubri, to place both these men on his 
register of suspects. There should be no difficulty in proving their direct connec¬ 
tion with river badmashea from the United Provinces. 

2. Called for burglary figures from thanas bordering in the river in these 
parts, as also for figures relating to the passage of up-country boats (vide statement 
made at conference of 20th). 

3. Explained operations to Mr. Cuming, Deputy Commissioner, Dhnbri, and 
also received a visit in the evening from Mr. A. R. N. Guba, Sub-divisional Officor 
(who was formerly Personal Assistant to Inspector-General of Police, Assam). He 
has promised to send in a full note by the beginning of April on river orime and 
police arrangements in Assam. P. S. —SItaram is Mr. Guha’s own barber), 

4. Mr. McNamara having returned, we are now going to hunt up the criminals 
reported to be in boats in ,a khal about 10 miles below this place, and regarding 
whom information was received yesterday (vide yesterday’s note). The Dhubri 
police have been invited to co-operate. A temporary post has been formed here to 
prevent others slipping through in our absence. 

P. Bbamdey, 

District Superintendent of Police, 

on special duty , 

River dacoity notes , dated 2 1st and 22nd March 1904, Dhubri, 
Checked about 40 Mirzapur boats, and made the manj his hold a panchayet 
and suggested that they might with advantage combine in theirown interests to expose 
and gave evidence against river criminals from their district. They agreed to this, 
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but said the best way would be to get the ct chaukfd4rs” of the 56 villages in Mirza- 
pur to combine. They frankly stated that individuals were afraid to give informa¬ 
tion about the Kamasin, Dakapatti, and Tiksari men, who would burn their houses 
down at home if they found out. The names of the Pack Chandirs at home were 
taken down, and the manjhis promised to help. Later on one Kalicharan, son of 
Sheobarat dkarkar, of village Chunar, police-station Chun&r, district Mirzapur, 
now working on Sheopal’s (No. 28, police-station Chundr) was sent by the manjhis 
to give the following informations • 

Kalicharan now mentioned that the two following men should also be sent for 
Doman, of Sheopal (No. 28, Chunar), also Baldeo, son of Bhonda mallah, formerly 
of Bhatauli, police-station Kotwali, Mirzapur, and now settled in Bkaknamain, who 
is now working locally. 

They were sent for accordingly, and Baldeo stated that he was working along 
with a lot of other mallahs oti the river near the Pachloga ghdt, where a raft of log 3 
had sunk (and which we passed and observed). They gave up fishing up the logs 
which had sunk in the sand and came back yesterday. Opposite the Pachloga gkdt a 
soti has gone off to the east, in which a little way down—about half a kos —are 
two large patailis, and three small dongis. I cannot say what village or district 
they come from; they are men from our country and not Bengalis. When asked 
where they come from, they say we belong to Sirsa and other places, blit they 
are really Kamasin men. They are Maldihi Bengali dongis , which travel very 
fast and are used by only fishermen or thieves. I met them in Serajganj about 
six weeks ago, and they have taken all their time to do a journey which we usually 
take about four days to do. They have a cargo of cocoanuts on one boat and the 
others ale empty. They are about a dozen men on the boat. They are thieves 
because they have nothing to do with any other mallahs on the river. T hey came 
up two days after the Sahib’s launch passed us fishing up the logs. They were still 
moored near the Pachloga ferry, and I left day before yesterday. This place is 
about 5 Icos below this place (Dhubri). 

They drink and sleep all day which will be the best time to raid them in the day, 
for they are out all night. 

There is a fair to be held at Ckilmari on the Jumna and also one at Mankkanam ; 
the Mallahs will be sure to visit both these places which should be watched. 


Seen and returned. I 
am wiring to give at onco 
rewards recommended by 
Mr. Bramley. 

2-4-m K. W. C. 


Newaz is, I think, at Kkatiamair, but cannot say exactly where. He is, we 
bear, in partnership with a mallah named Skeotakal, his brother, who lives either in 
Majgawanor Kinaura. 

Durgapore, Matabhanga (in Rangpur) and Jalagi are also places frequented by 
these people. Charabat in Coock Bokar is another fair also frequented by these 
thieves. The fair is held there after the Ckilmari one. 

All round Pachloga ghdt there are Bengali Chasas (Muhammadans) who loot 
boats wholesale ; they robbed us once of two mautids of jute at the Sasmari gh£t. 
They use spears, and if the Sahib was only to go in a dongi, and get the mallahs 
to pretend that they had money on board they are bound to attract the dacoits. No 
trade boats therefore ever stop between Pachloga and Ckilmari if they can help 
it. The robbery is much worse in the month of Baada when boats travel simply^ 
but now-a-days when boats travel in large numbers in company, they can protect 
themselves. 

Mote.—(T his mau Baldeo is distinctly a very knowledgable man.) 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police , 

on special duty. 

The 22 nd March 1904. 


P.i S.—(The best way to get to Durgapur would be to go to Mogalhat, E. B. 
S. Ry ; it is a hos or two down stream from there, on the Dhalua .Nadi. 

85a 
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S. L. "Sherlock Holmes. 55 
(jR. Brahmaputra, 15 miles south of Dhubri). 

25th , March 1904. 

From— Percy Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Polico (on special 
duty), 

To-—Tlie Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

In continuation of my reports of the 20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd March, I have 
the honour to inform you that we succeeded yesterday in capturing four Mirzapuri 
dacoit boats, with 14 men on board, in whose possession much proporty of a very 
suspicious nature, mostly gold and silver jewellery, master-keys, burglary instruments, 
clothes, &c., has been found. 

I intimated by wire two days ago that important information had been received 
und I have to-day despatched a telegram intimating the result of our expedition. 

The facts connected with this capture are as follows:—■ 

On the 22nd March I received certain definite information as to the presence of 
certain suspicious looking boats on the river at a point, some 15 miles or so south of 
Dhubri {vide my notes for 21st and 22nd March in statements made by Kalicharan 
Dharkar and Baldeo mallah). I therefore recalled Mr. McNamara from Goalpara, 
and started off yesterday (23rd morning) from Dhubri in pursuit of these boats. 
Steps were taken in co-operation with the Dhubri police to watch the river at that 
point to prevent the passage of criminals in our absence. With us wo took our infor¬ 
mants and one head-constable and four men of the Dhubri police, whose services 
were placed at our disposal by Mr. H.O. Gordon, District Superintendent of Police. 

Mr. McNamara started from Dhubri at 7 a.m. and went direct to the Panohlaga 
ferry ( vide map), where it was reported that news of the boats would be obtained. 
I followed later and overtook Mr. McNamara at the ferry. Constable Sri Bam 
(Bengal Bail way Police) and Baldeo (the informer) made enquiries and ascertained 
that the boats had been moored at the ferry for two days and had left the previous 
night up the narrow soti marked. No trace of them could, however, bo obtained up 
the channel {soti) indicated. We, however, carefully examined the surrrounding 
country with a powerful zeiss glass from the high bank just below the ferry {vide 
map). The former asked us to search carefully for a largo boat with a crooked mast, 
and flying a small flag, which would be in company with four smaller boats. (The 
spot where we examined the ground from is marked on the map). There was a high 
wind and much sand flying about, which made an examination difficult, but aftor a 
while, boats answering the description given were spotted in a secluded oovc off the 
main stream, about two miles south of where we were standing (see place marked on 
the map). 

It was now about 1 P.M., and wo therefore dropped down stream to a point 
opposite No. 8 light {vide map), left the launches, and raided the boats, under cover 
of the high ground under which they were moored. On coming up we found two large 
boats (patailis ) and two small ones (dongis). The surprise was complete, with the 
exception of one man who was cleaning plates and the veteran Sheo Tahal who was 
sitting with his back to the shore, every other man was asleep. The boats were forth¬ 
with boarded, whereupon the crews thereof hurriedly attempted to leave, but were 
all forthwith stopped. Jugnanclan mallah was seen to throw a plum coloured 
doshala (shawl) out of Raghunandan'a boat into his own and attemped to escape 
but was prevented. Thamman also jumped from Raghunandan’s boat where he was 
asleep into his own dongi and was seen trying to drag out the bag but was pre¬ 
vented from doing so by river police constable Jhingi Ram. The boats were then 
cleared of oceupants and a search was commenced in the presence of a Steam Com¬ 
pany's arhati (pilot) and lightman. 



( 139a ) 


After some interrogation, the names given by the manjhis were as follows 
I.—Large pataili (with the crooked mast). 

(1) Baghunandan, son of Bam Pershad rnallah manjbir, village Dullapatti, 
Mirzapur police-station. (This boat is said to be owned by Jallu Sheikh 
and Pachain ahir of village Newaria, police-station Anrai, Mirzapur 
district; No. on police-station list. 


(2) Alopi; son of Balto, gorh, village Majlipatti, police-station Mirzapur. 

(3) Kigal, son of Shew Narain, gorh, village Kamaria, police-station Mirzapur. 

(4) Bhuri, son of Bailan; chamar, village Bhatanra, police-") ^ g rgt describ 

station Mirzapur. i ^ themselv 

(5) Jai Manual, son of Mohan, chamar. village Bhataura, f „ , 

v ’ ... & * as mallahs. 

police-station Mirzapur. ' J 

XI.— Pataili, a bit smaller than No. 1. 


Manjhi — 

(1) Sit a Bam, son of Mata Pershad, village Dullapatti, police-station Kotwali, 

Mirzapur. (This man was not found.) He had gone off* about two hours 
before the raid in Sheonandan pasi’s dongi—(see V). 

(2) Baliori, son of Hazari mallah, village Dullapatti, Mirzapur Kotwali. 

(3) Baghimath, son of Jeubandhan chamar, village Batua, Katra Mirzapur 

police-station. 

(4) Mahadeo, son of Mata Pershad (boy), brother to (1) Sita Bam. 

(5) Baghnnandan, son of Sheonarain pasi, village Bajandhia, police-station 

Kutchwa, Mirzapur. 

IIL—“ Dongi 

(1) Bam Tahal, son of Musai mallah, village Bara, Mirzapur Kotwali. 

(2 ) Thamman, son of Bhairo mallah, village Bara, Mirzapur Kotwali. 

(3) Lachman, son of Sheopal pasi, Kamasin (Shinpnr.) 

(4) Bam Narain, son of bhunja, village Saraiya, police-station 

Gopiganj, Mirzapur. 

Of the lot:— 


No. 2 (Thamman) is the man mentioned in Bhagu’s confession. 

No. 3 (Lachman) is No, 55 in the printed list of convicted offenders and a 
gang leader in Mirzapur. When arrested he gave his name as Phullan ! 
He was rigorously imprisoned in Dacca, four years in 1897, section 880 
and was let out on the Coronation. 


No. 4 (Bam Narain) was not found, lie having gone off with Sheonandan pasi 
(see No. V). 

XV.—“Dongi”— 

(1) Jugbandlian, son of. Naik mallah, of village Kamasin, police-station 

Mirzapur. 

(2) Lalli, son of Naik mallah, of village Kamasin, police-station Mirzapur. 

No, 1 (Jugbandlian) is pi’obably Jugbandan, alias Baghu, alias Jhagran mal- 
lah, son of Naik, addressed as above—a man with two convictions against 
him:— 


(1) Section 457, Rajshahi, 1884, 1 year’s reformatory. 

(2) Section 457, Narainganj,1894, sis months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

Jugbandan, however, denies this, but see Nos. 27 and 28 of printed list and 
memorandum of 3rd December 1903 of information received per con- 
stable Lai Bahadur Singh. 
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(V)—Dongi—• 

(1) Sheonandan pasi, son of , village Nai Bazar, police-station 

Bhadoi, Mirzapur. 

(2) Jithti pasi, son of Ramdin, village Kamasin, Mirzapur. 

(3) Ptindan, son of Shoopal pasi, village Shivpur (brother to Lacliman No. 3 

in boat III, supra,). 

This boat, I regret to say, has so far oscapod capture. It went off about an 
hour or so before wo arrived, and with it went Sita Ram from II and Ram Nstrain 
from III. The worst characters of the whole lot (excepting those on No. IV) are 
on this boat. Sheonandan and Jifcu are known and expert thioves, and have boon 
mentioned in the Mirzapur report. 

The search was conducted in accordance with the law in the presence of witnesses 
(who were only obtained by sheer accident since no people reside anywhere within 
eight miles of the place), and the following property stolen was found : — 

No. I V.—Jugbandan's dongi was searched first—in this were found :— 

1. Plum coloured dosala, shawl, the same ho had been soon to throw out of 

Ragkunandan’s boat. 

1. Burglary instrument and a few other insignificant things which have boon 
entered in the schedule. 

No. III.—Ram TahaPs dongi was next searched, with the result that there was. 
found therein— 

(a) 35 large master-keys for opening large safe. 

(b) 5 smaller „ „ Chubba’ locks, 

(c) 2 burglary instruments (sabri). 

( d ) A number of large knives, daoa, chisels, tin-openers, &o., &c,, a complete set 

of burglary implements iu fact. 

(e) Broken up and whole gold jewellery worth about Rs. 250. 

(/} Broken up and whole silver jewellery worth about Rs. 250. 

(h) A quaufcity of silk and new cotton cloth, and a lot of brand new pots and 
pans, jute, &c. Total value of suspicious property being about Rs. 600 
(approximate). 

No. I.—Raghunandan’s boat was next searched, and the following things were 
found:—* 

(1) Broken up and whole gold jewellery worth about Rs. 150, 

(2) A bale of juto (bidden in a sack). 

The search of this boat was not completed before nightfall, and will have to be 
continued to-day, when No. II (Sita Ram’s boat) will also be searched. Arrange¬ 
ments are also being made for the apprehension of No. V boat with its occupants. 
When interrogated as to the ownership of the master-keys assorted that they belonged 
to Lutokman pasi, who repudiated this claim, which led to a fierce quarrel hot ween the 
two, with the result that they made statements (vide appendices) which apparently 
gives us the olues as to where thefts and robberies have been oommitted. 

X have therefore left Mr. McNamara on the spot to conduct the further search 
necessary, and have hastened back to Dkubri to report results and to inform District 
Superintendent of Police, Rangpur, in whose jurisdiction the arrest has apparently 
been made, and also proposes to place Inspector Harihar Charan in special charge of 
further investigation in this ease, as both Mr. McNamara and I will be fully occu¬ 
pied in running down the remainder of this gang as well as others of whom we have 
received information as being at work in this neighbourhood. 

I may here note the extreme difficulty we have encountered in finding witnesses 
and the utter impossibility of oommunioating with the local district police responsi¬ 
ble for Jaw and order in these parts. No information can be obtained as to what thfina 
or even in what district the scene of capture is situated. As soon as the prelimina¬ 
ries are complete I therefore intend taking the boats and crews to CMlmari, and 
there make them over to the Rangpur police for custody, pending Inspector Hari- 
har Charan’s arrival. 
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I would, in conclusion, beg to draw your attantion to the excellence of the 
information given us by the informers, Kali Charan dharkar andBakleo mallah, and 
would strongly recommend that they be promptly paid a reward of Rs. 25 each. 
Gopi mallah and Do mar, who also assisted materially, might, be paid Rs. 10 each. 
If these rewards could be disbursed at once, I anticipate thatinformation will speedi¬ 
ly be obtained of the other gangs. 

Further reports, with full particular received and action taken, will follow. 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police. 


Telegram from Inspect 
tor- General y dated 
3rd April 1904, 

Give Bramley any¬ 
thing he wants on ac¬ 
count of rewards. 

Send Es. 70 + 25 
(=95) by money-order to 
Mr. Bramley at Goalundo 
for rewards to be given to— 
Es. ■ 


1. Kali Charan Dhar- 


bar ... „ 

. 25 

2. Baldeo Mallah,. 

25 

3. Gopi Mallah .. 

IO 

4. Dotnar ,. 

. 10 

5. Gopi Mallah .. 

, 25 


95 


, and write to Mr. Bramley 

___ E.D.—5-4-1904. 

APPENDIX I. 

Informed Mr. Bram* 

Statement made by Bachman, son of Sheopal nasi, village Ilamasin, ley, uirfo Memo. No. 5140, 

dated 5th April 1904, and 

Mirzapur . money sent by money- 

order on 6th April 1904. 

lUh May 1903. 

(First said his name was Phullan). 

Left home three months ago. Travelled by rail from Mirzapur to Pabna and 
whence to Goalundo on foot. Started from home with Rs. 7. Had Rs. 4 left at 
Pabna. Travelled alone. Arrived Goalundo in Phous. Here met Sita Ram mal¬ 
lah, who having a man short took him on boat. The boat was loaded with coooanuts 
and had come from Jolakhati in Barisal, From Goalundo we came to Khatiamari 
(Fuichari) celebrated the holi there. At the Gangarauk below Serajganj, near Ma¬ 
thura Bazar, we met Tkamman and Sheonandan’s boat. There were on Thamman’s 
boat his uncle Ram Takal and Ranmarain bhun ja of village Saraya, police-station 
Gopiganj, Mirzapur. Before we met Thamman we commuted no theft. When we 
met him be showed us some gold jewellery and silver things (these are they, pointing 
to the jewellery found in Thamman’s boat). Ho said they had been stolen from some 
women from a boat at Goalundo in the month of Aghan. At Gangamukh, Raglm- 
nandan pasi of bajundiha, police-station Kutehwa, Skeonandan pasi, Ratnuarain- 
bhunja, Thamman and Bahori (1 did not go) committed a burglary. They brought 
back some'brass chains and metal bracelets (hasa) and Rs.4 or Rs. 5 in cash. 

At Nawahat Tharamau, Bahori, Kamnarain bhunja, Alopi, and I wont off. 

Alopi and Sheongndiui did the scouting. I cannot say where the village is ortho 
houses as we went, at night, but, I can say where the boat was. We went np to a house, 
the others entered and shortly afterwards came out with a tin-box which was opened 
out and thrown away. We got out of this silver chain, armlet, bracelet, three gold 
noserings (marked in the schedule). These (marked) were shown to us by Thamman 
as having been .stolen at Goalundo. 

After the Nawahat theft, wo travelled up stream to the neighbourhood of Man- 
Icachar and same lot made a raid on a village on the oast bank of the river hut got 
nothing. At Bolgatcki we made a raid (same lot), and we got this nathni and some 
cash. 


The following men have not been caught:— e 

Sita Ram, Sheonandau pasi, Ranmarain bbunjn, and Jitu pasi, all of whom 
went off iiffSheonaudan’s dinyi about two hours before you came, they have gone to 
get rice. 

I formerly worked with Sheo Balia's boat and was afterwards in service at Seraj¬ 
ganj Kel. I do not know anything about these keys, they are Thamman’s. 

I was once convicted in Dacca. 


The 5th March 1904. 


36a 


P. Bramhey. 
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APPENDIX II. 


Statement of Thammak, son of Bhaniah, mallah, village Dabarah, Mirzapur* 

This pasrs name is Lachman of Kamasin, and not Bhullan. Ho wub convicted 
in Dacca. Pie is in my boat and not Raghunandan'a. The keys arc his ami not mine. 
I left home Kartih with me were Ram Tahal and Lachman. We came down in 
this small donghi Small donghis like this pay nothing at the Benares toll-bar, but 
we pay the maharaj (a chapritsi) one anna who then lets us pass. All Pnnvmris 
pay this. (Note -—The other Punwaris prosont corroborate this and describe the 
boy exactly). 

On reaching Goal undo took service with Matabadal mallali as a Pumoari . 
These keys were brought by Lachman from homo. At Goalundo wo mot Raghu- 
n and an, and also Sheonaudan and Jitliu pasis, who owned a donghi of their own. 
The first theft we committed was on a buclgerow, near a khal at Goalundo. 
Raghunandan, Jitliu, Sheonaudan and self •went. Lachman entered by cutting the 
door open. It was Pons, about six weeks ago. Lachman brought out a wooden box 
in which we found silver hams, silver harthani, 14 jantraa (gold) and other gold 
oruaments, Rs. 20 or Rs. 30 in cash, I got Rs. 4 as my share. 

We then separated and went up-stream, Sheon an dan's donghi and ours 
travelled together. At Nawahat we met Sitaram’s boat, and there Lachman, 
Slieouandau, Baliori, Raghunandan, self and Jitbu committed a theft. Sitaram did 
the scouting. We travelled in a donghi a little way and then by land and wont to 
a house in a village which I can point out. Lachman cut the wall and brought, out 
a tin-box in which we found silver ehuris , &c,, some gold jewellery, but no money. 
After this theft we went up-stream. I know no thing about the Bolgatolu theft. 

After the Nawahat theft we travelled up to the neighbourhood of Dhubri and 
back. Near Dhubri we made a raid on a villago on the east bank of tho river about 
5 hos from here. Lachman, solf, Raghunandan, Baliori, Shconandan, Jithu made 
the raid. Lachman cut the wall and entered and brought out a wooden box from 
which we got gold jewellery and Rs. 24 in cash. 

We then went up-stream and moored at a «Guzarah ghat” ferry for two days 
and came on here where we had been three days before being caught. Shoomndau 
and the others went off yesterday in a boat to get rice. 

Stolen property:— 

Goalundo theft 1 pair silver ham, 1 silver waist-belt, found in Ram Tabaka 
boat, 14 gold beads found in Rnglnmatlris boat. 

Nowahat case .—3 pairs bangles, 1 pair silvor (worked) bangles, 1 pair silver 
earring, 1 silver beaded armlet, 1 pair silver hair-pin, 1 silver chain, 1 
metal chain, 1 gold nose ring-all found in Ram Tahal’s boat. 


In the Dhubri theft: -Gold armlet, pieces of gold nose rings, rings, &c., all 
gold. Round partly in Ram TalmBs and partly in Raghunath'a boat. 

At home the following sunars melt property for ns:_* 

Gaya Sunar on the Bara Road, village Ckil, Mirzapar police-station. 

1>abri 

Ganri „ Dullapatti „ 

Sethji Kumasin „ „ 

Our patrons are Shopal Singh and Ranjit Singh. This picoo of wood belongs, 
I think, to the box in the Dhubri theft. The silk dupatta belongs to Lachman 
The 25th March 1904. I>. Bwjoai. 


}) 


APPENDIX III. 

Mahadeo, sot?, of Mata Parshajd mallah (bog aged 14 years), 

I ana Sita Ram's brother; he has gone off with Sheonaudan. We met Timm- 
boat near Khatiamari. He asked to join ns a8 bo ho wanted ti l 
safely passed Dhubri and Goalpara. The property found was Thumman's, he said 
he got it at Goalundo. 


P. Beam ley. 



( 143 a. ) 

S. L. “Sherlock Holmes”en route to Dkubri, 26tli March 1904, 

From—P. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police (on special duty), 

To—The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

In continuation of my report of 24tk (erroneously dated 25tk March), I have 
the honour to confirm my telegram up to date announcing a further recovery of 
property. I have also the houour to report the further progress made with the 
investigation. 

The searching of the boats took a very considerable time, and Mr. McNamara 
was occupied in this respect practically throughout the 24th. Nothing much was 
recovered from Sita Ram’s boat except some very heavy lathis and some iron instru¬ 
ments used for breaking open iron boxes, &c. 

On the 25th, yesterday, Mr. McNamara was sent into Dhubri to ascertain if a 
burglary had been committed recently in auy village in this neighbourhood (as per 
Thamman’s statement), and the informers with my river police constable were sent 
off in the direction of Mankharan and Jotiapur to see if any news could be obtained 
of Sheonandan’s boat and its occupants. I myself took Tkamman and one Bahori 
(mallah), a fresh approver, over the ground recently visited by them. They showed 
me where they were moored on the 18th and 19th, and again on the 20th and 21st, 
and again on the 22nd, on the night of which they made a raid in a village which 
was visible, but at too great a distance to reach before nightfall; we therefore visited 
a village closer by and sent word to Satimari where the theft had been committed, 
and I sent for the police officer investigating the case. On my return to the launch 
I found Mr. McNamara who brought with him full particulars of a big burglary 
which had been committed on tlio night of the 22nd March, from the house of one 
Fakir Chand Sil, a barber by caste but a banker by profession, which entirely con¬ 
firmed the statements made by the approvers. The list of stolen property showed an 
iron chest and documents and papers which the ownor valued at Rs. 1,716, jewellery 
worth Rs. and Rs. 305-8-0 in cash. On comparing the jewellery recovered with 
that described in the list, the resemblance was very plain. Thamman and Bahori 
were then asked about the safe and papers, and they at once volunteered to show us 
the former, but stated the papers had been torn up. 

They then took us to a place on tho river, 227 paces about where the boats were 
moored, and said the safe had been thrown into the river there, and a search by the 
river police instantly rosulted in its recovery. The papers were then sought for, 
and 32 paces down stream from where the safe was found, was discovered a bundle of 
documents, mostly stamped and registered documents in favour of Fakir Chand. 
The safe was an exceptionally heavy one and had sunk into tho sand and took 
about an hour to haul out. Its weight alono was considerable, and could only be 
lifted by throe or four able-bodied men when emptied of the sand. Thamman then 
stated that it had been broken open about 10 a.m., thrown into the river about two 
hours before they were seized on tho 23rd. 

The Satimari case was therefore perfectly clear, and the following have been 
formerly arrested and are being taken into Dlmbri for disposal 

1. Thamman, son of Bhariar mallah. 

2. Bahori, son of Hazari mallah. 

3. Raghunandan, son of Sheonarain pasi. 

4. Ram Tahal, son of Musax mallah. 

5. Lackman, son of Skeopal prnsi. 

6. Raghunandan, son of Ram Parshad mallah. 

Of these I propose making Nos. 1 and 2, who are willing to make full confes¬ 
sions, approvers, The others will beljremanded to jail, on a 15 clays’ remand which 
will enable Inspector Hariliar Charan to complete the investigation. 

There is no proof of actual complicity of the others who have been left under 
police surveillance in charge of the boats. 



Inspector-Generat.-— 
Mr. Knyvott thinks 
the men coneonwi 
should be first tried for 
individual cases and put 
away in this manner so 
as to give time for pre¬ 
paration of the gang 
ease. This is wliac we 
always do and in our 
reciont gang cases it 
hHS been demo without 
protest from the Courts, 
in spite of the ftajalialn 
ruling which is obsolete, 
30-3-1904, B. D. 


1 agree, I think the 
case should be in Mirza- 
pur, hut it 'will take 
some time to prepare, 
and the matter oan he 
decided later, The Mir- 
zupur police should I 
think* work it up, 
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X am applying to have 'Thamman and Baliori handed back to ns after their 
confessions have been recorded, so that they may take ns over the scenes of the 
various occurrences related by them; and which include several other cases between 
this and Goalundo. Their evidence, combined with that of Phagu and Sheo (already 
pardoned) should bring us completely up to date with our information regarding 
the Mirzapur gangs, 

On our way into Dhubri we were met by the Sub-Inspector of Police of S. 
Salmara (Dhubri district), who brought with him Fakir Chand Sil, the complainant 
in the Satimari ca«e, who had no difficulty whatsoever in identifying his jewellery, 
cash chest and papers. They can therefore be dealt with under section 411,1. P. C., 
forthwith at Dhubri without delay. 

Of those arrested, No. 3 Raghunandan, son of Shoo Narain pasi, was a village 
chaulddar in village Bajardiha, police-station Kutdewa, for five or six years, and 
his father was village cliaukidar for 80 years before him. 

The informer and river police deputed yesterday to search for the remainder of 
the gang returned this morning and reported that they were at Naukhar (a village 
on the west bank of the Brahmaputra, about 5 miles from the scene of the arrest (bn 
the 23rd, and that they robbed a baniah there that night of about Es. GO in cash, 
and bought six bottles of liquor from the local knlwar, and then dropped down 
stream towards Jatrapur. Mr. McNamara has started off in pursuit accordingly. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the valuable assistance rendered to us in this 
ease by head -constable Har Kumar Bose, and the constables of tho Assam police 
deputed by the District Superintendent of Police, Dhubri. 

Dated S. L. “ Sherloeh Holmes, 71 river Brahmaputra, Chilmari, tho 28th March 1904. 

From— P. Bkamley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

To-—The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

In continuation of my letter of the 2fith, I have the honour to report tlmt 
four accused, viz., Thamman, Laohman, Baliori, and Raglnmarnlan, have made 
confessions. These confessions were reoorded yesterday at Dlmbri by the Humor 
extra Assistant Commissioner {vide enclosed translation). Of these I only propose 
to make approvers of Thamman and Bahori. Laohman is much too dangerous a 
criminal even to allow out again if it can be helped, and Raghunandan (eaj-chuukldjtr) 
has said very little. Lachman and Thamman have both been mentioned by Phngoo 
and Sheo, and Thamman's confession, along with that of the last two, supplies tho 
last link in the chain of information required against all Mirzapur gangs working 
up to date in these waters. 

As matters stand at present, the only clear charge against the gang now arrested 
is the Satimari burglary of the 22nd March, in police-station Salmari, Dlmbri 
(Assam!. Tho remaining cases of which mention has been made by tho confessing 
prisoners remain to be verified aud proved. I would therefore bog that orders bo 
now issued, as soon as possible, in consultation with the Assam and United Provinces 
Governments, as to the place and section under which the accused are to bo tried. 
If they are to bo tried on each count separately, they will be dragged about from 
place to place, and tho proceedings will be unnecessarily protracted, and if convicted 
on different counts it will be difficult in tho face ctf the High Court ruling in the 
Rjtjshabi oases of 1885, to try -the whole gang a second time oollectively under 
section 401, L P. C. 

I would therefore suggest that tlie accused in the present case be dealt along 
with all others of the same gang who may hereafter be arrested in the course of this 
inquiry, under one charge of section 401,1. P. C., which with the evidence now at 
our disposal should be satisfactorily proved, and I would further suggest that they be 
tried in Mirzapur, where the reality of a sentence passed on them will not only be 
brought home fully to the accused themselves, but to their relatives aud supporters 
as well. 
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Sheo and Phagoo have mentioned about 30 or 40 names, and Thamman gives 
as many more, ultimately therefore some 50 or 60 accused will probably be tried, 
should the confessions be satisfactorily corroborated. The case therefore is a very 
important one, concerning all three provinces, and I would therefore be glad if early 
orders were issued as to the mauner of its disposal. Mr. Knyvett, I know, would 
prefer a gang trial, and this appears to me also to be the only effectual means of 
putting a check on the wholesale robbery at present prevalent on these rivers. 


The accused are on remand for 15 days, from 27th March 1904, which will 
lapse on the 11th April, and my own period of special duty expires on the 15th. I 
would therefore beg that very early orders be obtained. Meanwhile I am directing 
Inspector Harihar Charan to remain at Dhubri and assist in the inquiry, which 
he will take charge of, should it be decided to treat the gang as a whole. In that 
case Assam will obviously be as much interested in the proceedings as Bengal, for 
the river between Dkubri and Goalpara is practically the base of operations of the 
up-country river criminals who indeed work as far upstream as Tezpur and 
Dibrugarh. There have been numerous burglaries in Goalpara in which these crimi¬ 
nal were concerned or suspected, and if a gang case is to be instituted, the close co¬ 
operation of the Assam police will be absolutely necessary. I have therefore asked 
Mr. Davis (iu the event of this course of action being adopted) to place Sub- 
Inspector Rajan Kanti Bose and head-constable Har Kumar Bose on special duty 
with Inspector Harihar Charan. I enclose a copy of my letter to Mr. Davis, and 
trust the recommendations made therein will meet with your approval and support. 

I have arranged with the Deputy Commissioner, Dliubri, for the deputation 
of a Magistrate to verify locally the statement made by Thamman and the others 
in respect to the Satimari case, and I would further suggest that a magistrate be 
now specially deputed by Bengal Government to formally record the confessions 
made by Sheo and Phagoo and to personally take them, as also Thamman and 
Bahori over the entire ground councctecl with the offences spoken of, with a view 
to satisfactory corroboratiou being obtained of the statements volunteered. 

I would also bag that the department concerned be requested to send the Super¬ 
intendent, Central Jail, Dacca, without any delay, a copy of Government order 
JSo. 1961 A, dated 14th March 1904, for information and compliance. He reports 
that it has not up to date been received, and without it, it will not be possible to get 
the approvers out of custody. I hope to be in Dacca from (on or about) the 1st to 
the 5th April, and it would be convenieut if the magistrate specially deputed could 
meet me there, for I could then hand over the prisoners to him without delay, 
Between the 5th and 10th April I hope to be in Calcutta, where information has been 
received regarding the presence of a gang of Muttra mallah thieves, whom I hope to 
apprehend with the aid of the Commissioner of Police who has already been comma-- 
nicated with. 

In conclusion I have to acknowledge the assistance given me whilst at Dhubri 
tfy Mr. H. C. Gordon and his police, and which I hope will meet with your 
approval and recognition. 

I have also to report the capture yesterday, in Dacca, by the Benares River 
Police, stationed there, of one Sukhu, mallah, a proclaimed absconded offender 
from the Benares district, who found on Sheo Man gal manjhi’s boat, and who will 
himself now be charged with an offence under section 216, I. P. C. 


Confession of Thamman mallah. 

Q.—What have you to say ? 

A.—I am committing theft for the last five years. I committed theft at Raj- 
mahal, Dhuria and Godagabir during three years. Hirst year I got Rs. 800 j 
second year I got Rs. 400 in & boat; third yea: I got Rs, 100 in a village. There 

37a 


Mr. Knyvett thinks 
the place of trial of the 
gang- casa should he 
Dhubri. The immediate 
question though is as 
regards the trials of 
individuals substantive 
offences. Are they to be 
tried at a selected station 
or at the Courts in whose 
jurisdictions the offences 
occurred ? 

30-3-1904. E. D. 

Certainly at Dhubri 
and, I think, it would be 
fas well to get all those 
cases tried thoro, hut this 
for Assam Government. 
As. regards our cases in 
what district are they ? 

31-8-19C4. E. W. C» 
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also I got four silver churies. Then X committed another theft at Lokajung, and 
then in. three or four boats and got Us. 300 or Rs. 400. After that I went homo ; on 
my return from home I committed a theft on barges at Goalundo. I got ornaments 
of both silver and gold, ornaments for wrist, waist, neck and head. Another theft 
was committed in village near FToahat. There I got four silver ornaments for wrist, 
two silver ornaments for waist, one silver baju , golden nose ornaments, and four 
round golden, ornaments. Another theft was committed in a shop. There I got 2 
lotas and some molasses. Another theft we committed in a village. We got there 
the iron-safe before the Court. Xn this iron-safe wa3 a wooden box. In that 
wooden box we got some golden ornaments, Rs. 26 in cash and some documents, and 
also a silver hasnli, ornaments for ankle and some ornaments for neck. Ramdin 
Packi with me. He is also native of village Kamasin. He is now dead. 
Jokkan, Skeonandan, Lachman, Tuonan, Gozadhar, Bahori, Jetku and Ragbtunan-' 
dan also were with me and committed theft on the barge at Goalundo and Nowahat. 

Last year Jethu, Raghunandan, Fun nan, Jokbai, Anugark and Lachman and 
Gozadhar were with me. They were also with me when I committed theft at Bel- 
gacki and Lokajung. 

Confession of Lachman. 

Q .—What have you to say ? 

A,—I started from home in Paush last and reached this part of the province in 
Magh. Met these people on boat at Goalundo. There was one boat at first, and in 
that boat were Ram Tahal, Sheonandan, Tkamman, Ram Narain and myself. After¬ 
wards there came two boats. Those people were also of our district. In one of 
those two boats were Sita Ram, Makadeo, Raghu Rai, Raghunandan, and in the 
other were Raghunandan ( manjhi ), Alopi Gor, Baroi chamar, Jaymongal chamar, 
Riga kakar. There was also a small boat, and in that small boat were Lali and his 
brother Jagram and xny brother Funnan and another man named Jethu. 

We first committed a theft in a village. They broke open a tin-box and found 
the following silver ornaments in it;— 

4 churies . 

1 Chain. 

4 bala. 

Then these people committed another theft. I was then not with them. On 
that day I was indisposed; they brought some mollasses. I do not know whether 
these were stolen or not. 

We then committed another theft. We brought out that iron-safe which I saw 
only a few minutes before. There were ornaments in the iron-safe. Small car 
ornaments, rings, baju. We broke open that iron-safe on a char called Baghchar. 
After taking out things we threw away the iron-safe into the water • we showed the 
Sahib the place where we threw the iron-safe and the Sahib got the box there. 

Xn our box there were 27 big iron keys and also two eindh Jcathis. 

We also committed a theft in a barge at Goalundo, and we got some golden and 
silver ornaments. 

There were also Rs. 25 in the iron-safe. 

Confession of Bahori mallafi . 

Q .—What have you to say ? 

A .—I want to make statement from the time I have been with the gang. I 
came from my own district last year with Sitaram. They had two boats moored at 
Mathura near Goalundo. In those two boats there were eight persons, viz., Lack- 
man, Funnan (Lachman J s brother), Jithu, Sheonandan, Ram Tahal, Raghunandan; 
Ramnarain and Tkamman. In my boat there were fotir persons, viz,, Sita Ram 
manjhi, Ragkurai chamar, Mahadeo and myself. They told us to halt and my 
manjhi halted. From there we four assooiated with them.. From Mathura wo came 


Ear ornaments. 

4 small ornaments. 



( 147a ) 

direct to Nowahat. There we seven, viz., Lachman, Jithu, Sheonandan, Lali, Tham- 
man, Eaghunandan and myself committed a theft on a boat. We seven went by 
boat, Lalu and Jithu remained in boat, and the remaining five went over the boat to 
commit theft. In our boat remained Ram Tahal, Ramnarain, Furman, Sitaram, 
Mahadeo, Bagbu Rai and Jagaram, Lalu’s brother. 

We committed another theft and got the following things :— 

1 silver baju. 

2 chains for waist. 

4 cliuries. 

4 ornaments for wrist. 

2 nose ornaments. 

4 small ornaments for ankle. 

After taking these things we came to our boat and made over the stolen property 
to Lachman. Lackman is our headman. 

From Nowahat we went to the other side of the river. There were three boats 
and two dinghis with us. There we seven committed another theft. There we got 
two ghatis (pots) and 10 or 15 seers of molasses. We brought those things to our 
boats, Ou the following day we went down a little and committed another .theft in 
a house. There we stole an iron-safe (identified the safe), and we took the iron- 
safe to our boat. Then we took our boat at a little distance on the char. From that 
ehar the place where we committed the theft will be about 4 miles. There we broke 
open the iron-safe and found the following articles :— 

1 golden baju. 

Some small golden ornaments. 

2 Ornaments for ankle. 

Silver hasuli. 

2 neck ornaments. 

There was a wooden box within that iron-safe. Within that wooden box there 
were some stamps. We took other articles in the boat and thrown away the papers 
and the iron-safe. 

On that day Sahib and Babu and constables searched our boat and found out 
everything, and for this I am making confession. I did not commit any other theft. 
I know commitment of theft in these three places. 

Confession of jRaghunandan. 

Q .—Have you anything to shy ? 

A. —I was servant in Sitaram ? s boat. Met with these people and committed 
theft with them. These people stole an iron-safe. I did not go with them. I saw 
when the iron-safe was broken. I did not see what things were brought out of the 
safe. 


S. L. li Sherlock Holmes” en route to Chilmari, 27th March 1904. 

From—P. Buamley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police (on special duty), 
To—A. H. Davis, Esq., I.C.S., Inspector-General of Police, Assam, Shillong. 

I have the honour to inform you, in continuation of my telegram of the 13th 
instant, that I arrived at Dhubri on "the 18th and started enquiries in connection 
with the river criminals who visit these parts annually from the United Prov¬ 
inces. The Goalpara police are fully cognizant of the character of these people 
and have of recent years obtained several convictions against them. 

On the 20fch March I held a conference, at which Mr. H. C. Gordon, District 
Superintendent of Police, Dhubrij Mr. G. D’Souza, Joint Agent, Assam Railway 
and Trading Company, and Inspector Rafi-ul-Haq, Assam police, attended. A copy 
of the proceeding has been left with the District Superintendent of Police, who will 
presumably forward the same to you for information. 
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There can be very little doubt that the Mirzapur river thieves make the country 
between Dhubri and Goalpara their base of operation during their sojourn in the 
east. This is due partly to the fact that the log trade is entirely in the hands of the 
Mirzapuris and partly to the excellent cover afforded by the numerous deep chan¬ 
nels into which the river is divided, and in which criminals are in the absence of river 
police absolutely secure from molestation or pursuit. 

The Goalpara District Police have some cases now in hand in which Mirzapur 
mallahs are concerned, and in the event of convictions being obtained, I would recom¬ 
mend pardon beiug offered under section 401,provided the selected convict or convicts 
undertake to give full and true accounts of all their depredations, associations and 
modus operctndi. I have explained this to the District Superintendent of Police. It 
is clear from the inquiries made that several colonies of Mirzapur mallahs have settled 
down at various places between Dhubri and Goalpara, in both of which wo unearth¬ 
ed persons who acted as agents to theso mallahs, and from whose possession much 
apparently questionable correspondence has been recovered. The letters and inonoy- 
order receipts found are all from and to mallahs. In both cases the men are up- 
country barbers who have settled down here, viz. 

1. Misri hajjam, late of Dinapur,now of Dhubri. 

2. Sita Ram, hajjam, late of Mirzapur, now of Goalpara. 

On the former were found letters for absconded offenders from the United Prov¬ 
inces, and on the latter was found a letter for a certain Mirzapur mallah, warning 
him to be careful how he showed himself about the bazar, for the Benares police had 
gone to hunt them up I Steps are.being taken to translate these letters, and pending 
possible proceedings against them hereafter under section 110, G. P. C., it has been 
recommended that the names of both should be brought on to the local Suspects 
Begister in order to ensure their adequate surveillance in future. 

In addition to these there are a number of up-country sunara settled in many 
villages around this locality who are strongly suspected of disposing of property 
stolen by criminals from their country, and who should be closely watched. 

On the 23rd March, on the strength of certain information reoeived, wo made 
n raid on a party of four Mirzapur boats moored in an out-of-way klial, about 15 
miles below Dhubri, and (as far as can at present be ascertained) in the Bungpur 
district, and found them in possession of much very .suspicious property in the shape 
of jewellery, clothes, master-keys, implements of burglary, etc., etc. Inquiry resulted 
in the tracing of this property to a money-lender called Fakir Ghand Sil, village 
Satimari, police-station S. Salmara, Dhubri district, who was robbed of his sale 
containing all his deeds, documents, jewellery and cash. On tho 24th two of the 
acoused confessed, upon which the cash chest was recovered from the river near where 
•the boats were moored, and all the stolen documents and papers wore found in the 
sand close by. The complainant has identified his property and the Saturnian case 
can therefore be fully proved against the gang. As to the other property recovered, 
the confessing prisoners have stated that it belongs to the thefts committed in Goalundo 
Nowahat and other places downstream and in Bengal. 

The confessions of four men have been recorded, and application has been made 
for the remand of two to police custody so that their statements may be verified 
locally by some magistrate. 

Seven persons have been arrested and are now in custody at Dhubri, five 
absconded before the boats were seized, and seven against whom at present there is no 
evidenc have been, left in charge of boats which are being sent into DImbri. I am 
asking Bitofcrict Superintendent of Police, Dhubri, to forward to you copies of the 
confessions. 

I am also now recommending to the Inspector-General, Bengal, that ho might in 
consultation with you suggest to the Assam Government that the gang bo tried as 
a whole under section 401, I. P, C., instead of on each specific theft separately. 
.Inspectors Harihar Oharan of the Bengal Police who is in charge of the mallah gang 
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case could then take the case up. Should it be decided to try the gang under section 
401,1. P. C., I -would beg that the services of the following officers be placed at the 
Special Inspector's disposal, for the first-named has exceptional knowledge of the 
riverain criminals working in these parts, and tlie second has done very good work 
in the case now in hand :— 

Sub-Inspector Raj an Kanti Bose, police-station Lower Salmara, Dhubri. 

Head-constable Har Kumar Bose, Dhubri police. 

Prom the inquiries made it is clear that Assam is as much interested in this 
question of river crime and police arrangements as Bengal, and I would venture to 
suggest that copies of Inspector Harihar Ckaran's report of 5th March 1903 be 
obtained and circulated amongst Police officers in Assam for information. For the 
Mirzapur and other river thieves and as far up as Dibrughar and Tezpur, I must 
apologise for a hasty note, but must catch the steamer. 

jy.JB.-I have to acknowledge the assistance given by Mr. H.C. Gordon and his police. In respeot 
to my inquiry they placed every facilby at my disposal in this respect and co-operated heartily. 


Dated S. L. “ SherloeJc Holmes” Ckiimari, River Brahmaputa, 

28th March 1904. 

From—P. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

To—The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

I have the honour to confirm my wire of date, intimating the apprehension of a 
second lot of Mirzapur riverain criminals. I forward Lieutenant F. S. McNamara's 
report of this interesting and excellent capture, and I trust the services rendered 
by him will meet with your approval and recognition. I would also commend to 
your notice the excellent work done by constable Mustak Husain and Gopi manjhi 
and the others mentioned in Lieutenant McNamara's report, and whioh I trust will 
be rewarded appropriately. The value of the property found on them {vide the 
list enclosed) must amount to Rs. 1,200, or thereabout, and as it all belongs to Assam 
I have handed the accused and all the property over to the Assam police at Dhubri 
for disposal ( vide my report to Inspector-General of Assam, and District Superintend¬ 
ent of Dhubri, copies enclosed), and I have recommended that a special Sub-Inspec¬ 
tor be deputed to take up the enquiry. 

In respect to the oase of K.-E. vs. Thamman and others already reported, I 
have to report that Sita Ram, mallah and manjhi to one of the captured boats, 
surrendered voluntarily to Lieutenant McNamara yesterday. He turns out to be 
a mere lad who has evidently been imposed upon by Lackman and others. As he 
does not appear to have taken any actual part in the thieving expedition, nor to hav e 
received any share of the stolen property, I have decided to cancel his warrant of 
arrest,and will make him a witness for the prosecution should you have no objection. 
He says Jithu and the other pasis returned to the boats on the evening of the 23rd ; 
but seeing the police there made off down stream for Goalundo, and arrangements are 
therefore being made for their apprehension on arrival there. 

I have been unable to make a copy of Lieutenant McNamara's report, and I 
would therefore ask that a copy be made in the head office and forwarded to the 
Inspector-General of Police, United Provinces, for information in respect to the’ 
services rendered by constable Mustak Husain of the Benares police. 

In conclusion, I cannot commend Lieutenant McNama r a's conduct too highly ; 
he was out practically for 48 hours, and I believe captured one man himself, after 
a fight of which he has made no mention. 


Copy sout, vid Memo. 
No. 5473, 19th 

April 1904. 


Report of the arrest of pasis at Jatra-pwr on 27th and 2 8th March. 

Arrived at Jatrapur on morning of 26tk to try and trace the whereabouts 
of absconders in recent arrest of gang at Bhagmari Char, Lackman pash About 
midday started in country boat, and attempted to get up a sota. After going 
about three 'miles, could get no further owing to an adverse wind, Sent back fos 
the launch, and as it was too late, stopped for the night, 

38a 
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• ■ Early on tlie 27th. morning sent constables (1) Chanderdip Singh, (2) Slice- 
dayal Updhiya, (3) Benares Biver Police constable Siriram mallah, (4) Benares 
Biver Police constable Jighar mullah, (5) Kali Charan. inallah, (6) Baldeo mallah, 
(7) Gopi mallah to Jatrapur and Nankhan to try and get clueoi these men. Plaited 
with launch at the junction of two sotezs near Jatrapur. Xn the evening while 
I was walking about a mile from the launch, I heard some shouts, oto., and camo 
up to one of my servants who said the “ Chars ” had been seen, and that the jolly- 
boat Was after them. I ran to the launch, and we got upstream (which had been 
dropped), and went off after the boats we could just see in the distance. The sun 
had gone down before we started on the launch. I learnt that Gopi mullah' (No. 7) 
who had returned early had said he had seen the boats we were after, and this was 
reported to the constable Mustak Hosain Khan. This man tried to find me, but 
failing to do so and seeing that the boat might escape, took the following orow of the 
launch, (No. 8) Ilakhi Shaikh, (9) Feroo Shaikh, (10) Misser Shaikh, and my bearer, 
(11) Sumiran Dusad with my gun, and were in pursuit of the boat which was bolting 
away. From Mustakh Husain Khan I found that when he got near the boats he 
asked them who they were, and they replied “ They had no fish,” evidently thinking 
they wanted fish. When told to stop, they bolted and the jolly-boat went in 
pursuit. They were repeatedly told to stop, and that they would bo fired on if they 
did not do so. The boatmen replied in abuse, and laughed at tho idea of the jolly- 
boat catching them, and the pursuit went on down the river* Seeing some Bengali 
boats ahead, the men in the jolly-boat shouted to them to slop the thieves. They 
delayed, but eventually chased the boat. The boats wore fishing boats with crews 
of about 10 men on each using about six oars. The chase made for the western, 
bank, and Mustakh made for the shore and jumping out of tho jolly-boat with 
Sumiran (No. 11) and Feroo Shaikh (No. 9), and pursued the boat (which was going 
along the edge of the bank) on foot. Tfie chase then seeing they were likely to be 
but off, doubled across the river, and made for the eastern bank about 400 yards 
across. The Bengali boats still continued the pursuit, and practically kept up 
with the boat which kept doubling backwards and forwards and gained a long 
distance each time. In the meantime I had got steam up, and had gradually dosed 
up and arrived about 50 yards behind the chase as it reached the opposite bank, and 
in the moonlight I could see the men bolting away. The Bengali boats arrived at 
the bank soon as the chase, but did not attempt any further pursuit till the launch 
had been run on shore, and the whole of the crew of the launch and myself woro in 
pursuit. I came up with one man who threw away a bundle when 1 was nearing 
him, and as I came up he stopped and turned round with an oar, but on seeing me 
come up, he again bolted and jumped off the bank into the river, and I managed to 
catch him in the water and handed him over to Borne of the crew who came up soon 
after. One of the crew in the meantime picked up the bundle which contained the 
silver and gold ornaments. I then went to see what was happening in the other 
direction in which a party headed by the serang had started after one of the men 
who (the Bengalis shouted) had gone off in the easterly direction. On coming up I 
found another man had been arrested. A third man had not bolted from the boat 
till the steamer arrived,, and lie was also caught by Sabdar (No. 12) and Abdar 
Jabar (No. 13) of the crew of the launch. 

On the man caught by serang and party another bundle of gold and silver 
ornaments were found tied in his clothes. The chief credit of the oapture should go 
to constable Mustakh Husain Khan of Benares. His promptness in pursuing tho 
boat instead of waiting for orders and his energy displayed ail through in the pursuit 
of the men in the jolly-boat which was quite unable to keep up with the country 
boat and in turning the men aoroas the river by cutting off their retreat on his side 
resulted in the capture. All men named in this report, I think, deserve some 
acknowledgment for oarrying out the pursuit to a successful issue. 

It was later found that one man had escaped, and though guards were kept 
round the jungle all night and endeavours made to capture hixp, he got away. 
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I forgot to mention that constable Mustakh Khan twice fired off my gun to 
frighten the thieves, but they took no notice except to go all the harder. 

The three men caught give their names— 

(1) Baijnath Chatturi. 

(2) Musai pasi. 

(3) .Sheo Bandan pasi. 

And the man got away—Bidesi pasi. 

■ Soon after the capture of the men the constables, etc., sent to Jatrapnr in the 
early morning returned having found Sitaram mallah, one of the absconders, they 
had been sent to look for. Constable Chanderdip Singh and Sheodayal were account¬ 
able principally for this man's capture, though all the men sent practically deserve 
credit for jf. All did excellent' work. Gopi mallah deserves a substantial reward, 
as he was the first to point out the boat and to recognise it was a thieving one. Owing 
to its being past midnight, the search of the boat and making list, &c., of property 
was left till morning, and on thorough search a quantity of stolen gold and silver orna¬ 
ments and eash, keys and,knives, etc., were found and the proper lists made out in 
presence of witnesses^ etc. , 

F. S. McNamara, 

Assistant District Superintendent vf Police. 

The TIth March 1904. 

Dated S. L. “ Sherlock Holmes Chilmari, 28'fch March 1904. *. 

From—P. Bramley, Esq., Distriot Superintendent of Police, 

To—The Inspector-General of. Police, Assam. 

I Write to confirm my telegram of date, intimating another capture of upcountxy 
river thieves, who were evidently trying to escape unobserved from Assam with 
their booty. 

They have been handed over to the Dhubri police, and as the property found 
on them we£s evidently Btol'en in Assam, I would suggest that a special officer be 
deputed to take up the enquiry. The accused are all members of a large gang of 
river criminals who leave Mirzapur annually on thieving expedition in Bengal. 

I have asked District'Superintendent of Police, Dhubri, to have complete lists 
of the property (which is mostly broken up and whole, jewellery, gold and silver, 
new cloth's, etc., all of very considerable value) being speedily made out and submit¬ 
ted to your office for speedy publication'.' 

The special officer I would recommend being employed in this case is Sub- 
Inspector Rajani Kanta Bose, who appears to me to be a. specially qualified officer, 
thpugh Mr. Gordon may perhaps have a better officer. 

I have, in conclusion, the honour to forward for your persual a copy of Mr, 
McNamara's report regarding the existing ohase and capture of this lot, and trust the 
excellent work done by him and his men, specially Gopi (manjhi) and constable 
Musfcakh Husain of the Benares police, will be brought to the notice of the Assam 
davemment, with a view to the good work done being suitably acknowledged. 

I have also the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of my letter of 
28th March 1904, to Inspector-General of Bengal on the subject of the trial of the 
accused in the case of K.-E. vs. Lachman and others, vide my report to you, dated 
27th. 

Sheobarid&n, son of Ram Tahal pasi, village Kamasin, police-station Kotwali, 
Mvrzapur — (See Ho. 64 of printed list f 

AfjLjthis property is from one theft, from Algochi, near Gauhati, The burglary 
'yas committed about four or five days ago. All the cloth and everything belongs to 
the same man. I do not know who he is. 

I left home in Sawan, with Musai, on a dongi. We first did patwari work for 
Rafter manjhi. Do not know where he came from. At Sirajganj we took up the 
Thakur and Pardesi (absconded). We went up together to Algochi or Sialgatchi, 



( 152a. ) 

(Former convict)on, Rajshahi, two years’ rigorous imprisonment, section 457, 
Indian Penal Code.) 

(2) Musai, son of Raw, Tahal pasi, village Kamasin, police-station Kotwli, 

Mirzapur — (See No. 63 of printed list). 

Ale this property was stolen at Sialgatehi, Gauhati ; only two cases. I left 
home in Sawan with my brother Musai. The Thakur and JBideshl met at Sirajganj. 
Bidesi, son. of ' of Naunpur, police-station Pardari, Mirzapur district. 

(Former conviction, Mirzapur, 16th September 1870, section 457, Indian Penn! 
Code, two years). 

(3) Baijnath Singh, son of Lachman Singh, Thalcur, village TeJcsari, police- 

station Mirzapur. 

Left home 18 months ago ; went to Sirajganj, was in service with Mangiii Jfyim 
Bird hi Chand Karlas for one month. Then served with palp Babu, who duals in 
salt, one month. Went by steamer to Gauhati. JBideshi was at Ganliati, I met 
him there with Shewbardan and Musai. I joined them at Sialgatehi. We Committed 
a theft, in which we got all this property. Bideshi committed the burglary. 

Have not been convicted before. 

P. Bbaailey, 

.. », District Superintendent of Police . 

The 28 th March 1904, 


Statement of Sitar am, son of Mata Par shad mallah , village JQulap aiti, police- 

station Kotwali, Mirzapur. 

I left borne two years ago. When I left home Bhowanidin, my grandfather, 
was manj hi.. My father,left ijl at home, and he died there last Pha,gun. We first 
went to.Bokribari, above Dbubri, and carried logs to Bhadesar, We then went to 
Jhalokati in Barisa3, and took a cargo of cocoanuts, and brought it for sale at Goal- 
para. At Belgatphi Ghat we met Ram TahaPs dongi, on which were Jammau, Bach¬ 
man, Ramnaram, Phundan, Jethu, and Sheonandan, Bharoa, My grandfather was 
alive when they came.. When he got ill and died, also six weeks ago at Khatimari, 
he warned me before dying not to have anything to do with this lot We mot 
Raghunandan J s boat at Sirajganj. Ragtmandan pasi joined us at Belgatqhi. He 
offered himself for service. 

They told me they were thieves and offered me two-thirds of the shares, hut 
they never gave me any. They used to go off at night. I never went. I always 
tried to get away from them, but they stuck to me and told me not to be Ufralfe. 
They never showed me any property when Jhamman joined me. I never went out 
thieving with them., The thieves are Raghunandan, Laehman Jhamman, Sheo- 
nandan, Jethu, Balli. The latter we met near Chilmari. My crew complained that 
we should not keep company with thieves, and I was foolish enough not to shake 
them. off. The only thief I had on board was Raghunandan pasi, and Bahori went 
on the night they brought away the iron-safe. I tried to 'shake them off several 
times, but they would not go. 

When they broke open the box, they sent me away to look out. The box Was 
brought out at night by Bahori on the dongi and was kept in Raghunandan’s boat 

Raghunandan chamar is son of Jaibandhan chaukldSr df Bathua, police-station 
Mirzapur. 

I was never given any stolen property, and I only had sticks. I have Only my 
mother left at home. On the day the box was broken, we went, viz., self, Ratfmaraia, 
Sheonandan, Jethu, and Phullan went to buy rice. On returning Jethu saw the 
police, and said all the others had been caught, and they bolted off. I wanted to go 
back to the boat, but they prevented me. I then left them at Khatiamari, as I 

• T ¥ a ,«•»)» *8°«. * JM,» «#M wing wbioh X 
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at Khatiamari for Rs. 12 with which I bought a ticket to Jatrapur, and gave myself 
up to the Sahib. 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police. 

The 28 th March 1904. 


List of property found in boat . 

One silk shawl, 1 silk bag, 1 piece yellow silk, 2 khaki silk vests, 1 embroidered 
silk banian, 1 white silk pugri, 1 Assam silk sheet, 1 Kashi silk sheet, 1 red Ram- 
pur chuddar, fancy border, 2 black Rampur chaddars, 1 white vest, l nainu white 
pugri, 1 short sleeved white waistcoat, 1 white pugri, black border, 2 white pillow¬ 
cases, 1 chintz kurta, 2 complete pieces of white malmal cloth, with black border, 
1 Bombay chaddar, 1 malmal pugri, yellow border, 1 with pugri, red border, 1 mar- 
kin waistcoat, 1 piece malmal, complete, and 1 piece, about 1 yard short, 2 malmal 
kurtas, 15 new black border dhotis, 3 new dhotis, red border, 1 markin handker¬ 
chief, 1 silk sheet, embroidered border, 1 khaki silk chaddar, 2 old doshalas, 1 
chaddar andi (old), 1 black blanket, 1 embroidered cap, 1 piece of an embroidered 
cap, 1 white dhoti with 3 black stripes, 1 white dhoti , with 3 red stripes, 9 pieces 
of oiled cloth, 11 matches in bag, lvolume Ramain, 4 looking-glasses, 2 brasa- 
thalis, 5 brass lotas, 3 brass Icatoras, 1 black purse, 1 brass spoon, 1 iron karhai, 19 
large master-keys for opening safes, cash Rs. 105, nine 8-anna bits, 27 4-annabits, 
43 2-anna bits, 7 2-anna bits of another currency, 45 pice, 2 half-anna pieces, 4 
adhalas , 4 pies, 9 Gorakhpuri pice, 1 knife, 1 eabri, 1 saw jewellery. 

Seventeen beads golden of joshum both sizes, 77 beads golden, 9 beads golden, 
broken 1 pair silver bracelets, 1 pair silver bangles, 1 anklet (silver), broken, 2 pieces 
silver 8 silver rings, 3 gold rings, 24 coral be,ids, 1 pail* stud ear-rings, 8 silver charms, 

3 pieces silver charms, broken, 5 ghungar silver beads, 2 silver tooth-picks, 1 bag 
small pearls, 1 bundle broken up gold ornaments, 1 Waterbnry watch, 2 scissors, 

4 penknives, 1 sarauta , 1 razor, 1 money bag, 1 purse, 1 daw. 

List of property found on Baijnath Chattri. 

Jewellery .—Six silver haras (broken), 6 dana joshan silver, 3 beads silver 
baclchi, 3 broken silver and gold work bangle, silver anant 16 beads, silver ghungar, 
16 beads bazus (2 broken), 7 beads dhulua, 3 bits of silver bangle,! silver shirt 
stud, 9 pieces silver (broken haras), 4 pieces broken silver, 1 copper nail, 1 piece 
melted silver, 4 broken churis, 2 pieces silver stud, l silver bangle, 1 penknife, 1 
stringbeads (beth), 1 piece silver, 1 pearl and 2 coral beads on a string, Re. 60 cash, 
1 money-bag, 3 pieces silver hazri, 3 thin silver bangles, 4 pieces silver chain, 2 
pieces anklets, silver, 1 bhandi (silver), 1 silver shirt sleeve link, 2 collar buttons 
(silver), 1 round silver bead for waist belt, a lot of pieces of broken silver in a cloth. 


List of property found on Musai pasu 
Four silver broken haras, 4 pieces silver, 2 josham beads^ (silver), 1 dana 
banhhi 1 bazu mundi silver, 1 silver bhundi kara, 1 silver chain, 6 bazu beads , 1 
pair child’s silver bangles, 2 pieces of silver and gold bangles, 1 ear-chain, silver, 5 

silver ghungur, 2 beads ( smthi ) , 1 piece silver pin, 3 jantra beads on string, 6 pieces 
of gold ornaments, cash Rs. 6-2, 58 coral beads. 


For Police Gazette* 
Bengal River Police Notice. 
I. 


Cancellation . 

Vide notification of on page 
(1) Sitaram , son of Mata Paxshad. 
1904. 


Police Gazette of strike off name of 
The man having surrendered on 27th March 


39a 
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11* 

The following descriptive-roll of a person who absconded fr ora a party of river 
thieves who was apprehended, with much stolen property in their possession, on tha 
27th March on the Brahmaputra river in the neighbourhood of Clulman is publish¬ 


ed for general information. 

If arrested, he should he sent in custody to Dhubri (Goalpara district, Assam) :•—« 
Bideshi, alias Pardesi, son of OUyan pcm of Ktakupnr, polioo-statiou 
Pindari, or Bhawanipur, polioe-station Awai, Mirzapnr. 

Sallow complexion, round face, boil marks on each oalt. Both ours bored 
with straws let in. A mole on left side of the nose, and a lump (or birth mark) on 


his forehead. Age about 30 years. 

The fact of his arrest should be communicated direct by wire to District (Super¬ 
intendent of Police, Dhubri, and Mr. Bramley, District Superintendent of Police, on 


special duty. 
Reward 


P. Bramley. 


Further notes of confession made by Thamman mallah, approver, 

2 8th March 1904. 

The following comprised the gang in the Rajmahal cases mentioned by mo in 
my confession 

1. G-anesh pasi, Kamasin, 5. Gajadhnr mallah, 

2. Ramdin pasi, „ (deceased). 6. A uglier Kownt 

3. Daulat Kakar „ 7 - Bachman pasi. 

4. Phundan pasi „ 

Bachman pasi owned the boat, a pataili. This was about live years ago. We 
came down to Rajmakal and robbed a boat tliero in tho month of It was 

an up-country boat. We only got a few rupees. 

At the “ Mukh " near Dharian, we got Rs. 25 out of one boat, and Eh. 50 out 
of another, both “ Deswali 55 (i.e., up-country boats). 

At Godagari we got Rs. 40 out of a boat, and in this way robbed several other 
boats, and made in all about Rs. 500 which was divided up and we returned home. 
I can point out where the boats were robbed, but cannot Bay who tho owners wore. 
We never knew them. We got some old pots and pans, which wo changed at a 
“Karekeras ” shop in Mirzapur. But we do not usually steal pots and pans. 

Next year we came down in the same boat, some crew and we wont to Patna, 
where we robbed a boat of Rs. 50. Our boat was near the Government ghdt, ami the 
other was across the river. Wo then worked down stream, and committed Bonos of 
thefts on boats, almost entirely in the neighbourhood of Godagari, Wo thus made 
Rs. 400 and got plenty of grain. We never committed any thefts on land that 
year. 

Bachman then bought a new boat and brought the following crew 

5. Ragliunandan pasi, 

6. Gajadhar mallah, 

7. Fkundan pasi, 

8. Self. 

We pilfered boats as usnal, and at Belgafcohi near Goalundo we committed a 
burglary in a house which I can point out if still standing, In that we got Rs. 100 
cash and some silver bangles (same gang as above). We then went down stream, 
looted boats and managed to get Rs. 300 or Rs, 400 in three or four boats. Bach¬ 
man then sold his boat atGoalundo to Pyag mallah, who makes a regular buriuetw 
of buying old boats, and we returned home. 

, My next raid was with the Ipresentdot. I never worked with Phagoo, but I 
once-worked with Sheu and was in the Karabantnagar affair spoken of by hip in his 
confession. 


1. Jokhai gork, Kamasin. 

2. Augbar Kewat, „ 

3. Sheonandan pasi, „ 

4. Jetku pasi. 
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I cannot say where the keys are made, they can be bought cheap in Calcutta 
and Dacca, but these have mostly been stolen from haiparietf boats. They always 
carry their money in iron safes, 

Babban, Laggan, Ramdas, Bhagwanta are down south, whilst Darsan Bechan* 
and Newaz* are lip in these part3 somewhere. Musai pasi, and the others, who 
were caught yesterday, were with Darsan. 

Sita Ram never went out thieving, nor did he ever receive any share of the 
stolen property. 

P. Brahley, 

District iSuperintendent . 

* Note. — Bachan and Newaz (mentioned above) were arrested on fclie 29th near Chilmari. 

P. B. 


River Dacoity. 

Notes, 22 nd to 29 th March 1904. 

Full reports of arrests, &c., made during this week have'already been submitted. 

(1) Following notes on point of interest may be placed on record :— 

As an instance of the absolute necessity for proper river police arrangements 
and equipment, it may be mentioned that the Sub-Inspector, Salmara, stated that 
he suspected river thieves in the Satimari case but had absolutely no means of 
searching the adjoining Jchals of the river. The dakus evidently knew this 
perfectly well, for after committing the Satimari burglary on the night of the 22nd 
March, they merely dropped down stream about 2 miles and pulled up in the 
cove where they were caught by us on the 23rd. Then again I requested the 
Deputy Commissioner, Dliubri, to depute a magistrate to verify the approver’s 
statements regarding this case. He desired that the launch (which was then at 
Chilmari) be placed at his disposal. This not being possible, he has, I understand, 
not even yet been able to obtain a suitable boat to convey the magistrate deputed 
though the waterways to be examined are within 16 to 20 miles of Dhubri. At 
Chilmari the Rangpur district includes the whole breadth of the rivor; the area con¬ 
cerned in this particular locality is a tract of riverain country of about 30 miles X 14 
miles, for the whole of which there is 1 head-constable and 2 constables, and the for¬ 
mer has only within the last six mouths been authorized to investigate crime, 

2. The terror inspired by the Mirzapuri river thieves has been^fLilly gauged 
in the course of this investigation. Muari and the others openly threatened consta¬ 
bles, Mustak Husain and Gopi manjhi and others of vengeance on their release, as 
also did Bechan yesterday. 

3. I notice Beelian and Newaj are both mentioned in Thamman’s confession 
as being always in these parts; they are all therefore members of the same gang and 
can be tried collectively under section 401, I. P. C., if Government decides upon this 
course. 

4. The District Superintendent of Police, Rangpur, complains of regular out¬ 
breaks of burglary during the winter when the up-country boats travel up the rivers 
Tirta and Dharla, which with much other ground requiring attention in this neigh¬ 
bourhood, we cannot for want of time now explore. My period of special duty 
terminates on 15th April 1904, and the Dacca approvers have now to be released. 
Moreover, information has been received of a heavy burglary or two iu the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Dacca, which apparently bears out the information already received to 
the effect that Bhagwanta and Laggan and the other lot are now working their way 
home up the Ganges where, it is to be hoped, they will be run into. 

5. The value of the gold alone received by Lieutenant McNamara on the 27th 
from Musai and the others was valued by a jeweller at Dhubri yesterday at over 
Rs. 2,000. 

6. We are now proceeding down the Brahmaputra as fast as possible. The 
rewards for Gopi and the others should be sent, if possible, to Goal undo. 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police, on special duty. 


Reward Rs. 95 sent to 
Mr. Bramley at Goalundo 
by money-order bn Gtli 
April 1904. (Memo. 
No. 140, dated 6tli April 
1904.) 
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Ra. 25+70 sent on 8th 
April 1904 (vide Memo. 
Wo. 5140, dated 5th April 
1904.) 


2 . 


Bectrnn, son of Rija mallah, village 
Tiksari and Matadharpur, police- 
staiion Kotwali, Mirzapur. 

Newaz, son of Parahan mallah, vil¬ 
lage Mnjguwau, police-station 
Kotwali, Mirzapur. 


Dated S. L . ct Sherloch Holmes, ” Chilmari, River Brahmaputra, the 30th 

March 1904. 

From—P. BfiAMLEy, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

To—The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

In continuation of my letter of the 28th, I have 
the honour to report another capture yesterday by 
Lieutenant McNamara of a boat containing the 
marginally noted thieves from the Mirzapur dis¬ 
trict. 

Lieutenant McNamara’s report is forwarded in original, and I have again much 
pleasure in bringing the excellent work done by him, as also by “Gopi” manjhi of 
Margura, police-station Kotwali. Mirzapur, to your notice. 

From the evidence of Bnndi kurrui, and Bliaghwan mallah of Benares, who 
were recently taken on by Rechan as working hands, as well as from the burglary 
instruments and property found on them, it is clear that they are members of the 
large gang of thieves now working in these waters. 

Newaz, moreover, turns out to be the person mentioned by Sub-Inspector 
Rajani Kanta Bose in his report, dated 20th March 1904, as being an absconded 
offender iu a Dhubri district burglary in which one Lalua mallah has already been 
convicted. I have informed District Superintendent of police, Dhubri, accordingly. 

The accused have been handed over to the Rangpur Police, and Mr. Plowden 
District Superintendent of Police, has started off with the property found for Khatia- 
mari (Phulchari), where according to the witnesses (Bundi and Bhagwan) Bechan 
and Newaz committed some thefts. 

I would now beg that the reward already recommended in my letter of the 25th 
March 1904 be disbursed as soon as possible, and that Gopi manjhi be paid an 
additional reward of Rs. 25 for the services rendered in the last two captures. 


Report dated Chilmari, 29 tk March 1904. 

Arrest of Bechan and Newaz mallah. 

After my return from Jatrapur after arresting the pasis, vide report dated 2 8th 
March 1904,1 received information from Gopi mallah that he had seen a boat hidden 
away in a hhal that he recognised as being a boat belonging to a suspicious 
character, I started with him to a place about 5 miles up the river from here, and 
there was shown the boat. The behaviour of the crew was very suspicious, as 
directly they saw the launch, there was a tremendous commotion in the boat. 
Through the glasses I could see the men running about. On asking how Gopi 
recognised the boat, he said he knew it was one of two boats, and if it had a big brass- 
plate on the bows, it belonged to Bechan. This was easily distinguishable through 
the glasses, and on Baldeo looking at the boat through the glasses, ho easily recog¬ 
nized the boat. Making a detour I landed and came tip to the boat and immediately 
noticed the position had been changed since we first saw it as the bows now faced 
away from the river so that the brass-plate could not have been seen by anybody 
on the river. The boatmen gave their names as 

Bechan mallah of Teksari and Newaz mallah of Majgawan") 

Bhagwan mallah of Benares ... ,, j Mirzapur. 

Bundi kurmi of Chapra district, Mataini village, police-station Mirgani 
(Siwan). J 

The last two had only been on the boat for 15 to 20 days. It was nearly sun¬ 
down, and so as there were no witnesses I did not search the boat. But sent in 
Benares river police contables Siriram and Jinghai to search in the water round the 
boat. Constable Siriram immediately found a bamboo ehungi near the rudder 
of the boat, and on opening it I found it contained some instruments used for cut¬ 
ting sindha, a knife and two silver rings. There were no witnesses oxcept my crew 
and constable Gopal Singh, Inspector of Kurigram staff. The boat I brought 
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with me to Chilmari and there nest morning had it searched and a small amount of 
property was found and a list made and handed over to Inspector, together with the 
articles found in the bamboo. 

Suspecting some more property might have been thrown in the water where the 
boat was found, I again w r ent in the afternoon with some mullahs and searched the 
water and surrounding country, but found nothing. From statements made to 
me by the two men Bhagwan and Bundi kurmi, it was quite evident that during the 
20 days or so since they had been with the boats, both Becban and Newass had 
frequently been out all night and came back in the early morning. The statements 
of both men should bo recorded as soon as possible. 

F. S. McNamara, 

Assistant District Superintendent of Police . 

The 29th June 1904. 

Inquiry notes, 30 th, 31 et March and 1st April 1904. 

Please read my note of 14th March 1904, re arrest of one Parahn, son of 
Lokai mallah, of village Lamasath, police-station Madhnban, Azamgarli. 

On handing over the prisoner to the Mymensingh police, tho Sub-Inspector Jug- 
ganath received specific wriltou instructions as to the proceduro to be adopted, and I 
requested to be kept informed of the progress of tho investigation. No report 
having been received Up to the 30th. I decided to go to Mymensingh personally and 
inquire. From the enclosed it will be seen that very little progress lias been made. 
In fact the Sub-Inspoctor Jugganafch informed mo that there was one chaukfdar at 
Paehla, named Gudir BLiar. But this is a matter requiring careful further enquiry, 
for at the tlffma Parnliu was arrested, tho accusod and tho zamfndar’s men who 
assembled to see the search, as also the chaukidar who received custody of the boat 
all knew Gudir ckankidar. Mr. Roddis has promised to give the matter his personal 
attention. 

3rd April 1904.—Released Phagu and Shoo, pardoned by Government. Also 
interviewed Suklm mallah, now in ha jut. Dacca Jail —Absconded offender 
Benares district, section 29, Act V, stated that; lie first came down from Bilasipara in 
Assam. He stated ho had left Laggan, Baban and Rarndas, all in small ding is 
with about 16 men, in the neighbourhood of Bilasipara (Goalpara district). This was 
aboqt a month ago. They hud hoard that the Benares police were on their tracks 
and they therefore meant to keep in Assam till the coast was clear, and even to settle 
down therein the end if necessary. Musai and Jagnbundlm (arrested) were with them 
up there and Uey wore evidently trying to escape home with their share of booty. 
Laggan and others kept close to the junction of the thfiua and the Brahmaputra, as 
the former afforded some very secure retreats in ease of pursuit. He undertook 
to conduct the police to where these gangs were to be found, and as he appears to be 
a person who is likely to give no doubt useful information, I have applied to the 
magistrate for an order authorising his release from hajut on bail and have 
offered him a withdrawal of the charge of desertion pending against him if he gives 
us information which will result in the capture of the criminals now said lo be in 
hiding in Assam. 

Mr. McNamara reports that the absconders from the gang captured have not 
passed through Gualtmdo. 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent, 

(on special duty)* 

Dated Mymensingh, 3let March 1904. 

Dear Roddis, 

Wile you kindly let me know what has been done in the Subornakbali case in 
which an Azam garb Bhar was arrested, and who gave as his reference his alleged 
money-lender and employer one Gudir chaukfddr of village Pachlla, police-station 
Gopalpur, in this district. • 


40 a 
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I gave the Sub-Inspector of Jugganathganj written instructions regarding the 
case and directed that I should he kept informed of the progress of the enquiry. But 
I have hitherto received no reports at all, and as this is one of a series of similar 
cases reported to Governmant, I "will he much obliged if you will kindly consider 
the matter as urgent and let me know what has been done. 

Yours sincerely, 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police, 

[on special duty). 

The 30 th March 1904. 


Bear Bbamley, 

The Sub-Inspector of Jugganathganj (to whom you gave instructions concern¬ 
ing this man) was sent off to help enquiry into a dacoity case at Gopalpur and a man 
sent in his place temporarily to Jugganathganj. This last man has now returned to 
headquarters and lias given me the accompanying notes this afternoon. I have not 
received any information in addition to this, but have wired to Sub-Inspector Jug¬ 
ganathganj to let me have a report at once. The accused is probably still at Gopal¬ 
pur. X will let you know at once when a reply comes. 

I am sorry for the delay, but th&na officers here appear to think that a month's 
delay is of no account. 

Yours sincerely, 

F. Roddis. 

The 31a£ March 1904- 

Sib, 

I have the honour most respectfully to submit that after my joining Jugga- 
natbgauj outpost but before the Sub-Inspector in charge of the outpost had left for 
Gopalpur, an up-country mallah (perhaps Mangroo by name) was brought under 
arrest with some suspicious clothes and ornaments to Jugganathganj by Mr.Bramley, 
the District Superintendent of Police, on special duty. The accused was made over 
to Sub-Inspector Babu Chandra Kumar Guha for transmission to Gopalpur police- 
station and instructions were received by the Sub-Inspector for necessary enquiry 
into the matter. 

The accused was forthwith sent to Gopalpur with the suspicions properties and 
an enquiry was started. 

I know enquiry has been made by both the Sub-Inspectors of Gopalpur and 
Juggnnathganj. References were made to Azamgarh police and also to Sub-Inspectors 
ot Sheragamj and Sbariakandi, etc., and probably final report in the case is being 
delayed on account of the non-receipt of the replies from the various districts. 

Your worship’s order on the subject is pending with the Sub-Inspector of Jug¬ 
ganathganj and he may bo asked to expedite the submission of the report, 

I have etc., 

Kaminj M, Banerjl 

Second Clerk— 

■Wire to Sub-Inspector Jugganathganj to report at once. 

F. Eoddis. 

Wired— 

Report wanted immediately concerning mallah arrested by Mr. Bramley, 

Dacca, the 2nd April 1904. 

From— : P. Bbamley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

To'—The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

I Have the honour to report that I took over the prisoner approvers Sheo 
and Phagoo mallaks this morning and await orders as to the appointment of a Magis¬ 
trate to vorify their statement. 


Magistrate, Dacca, bas 
"been written to depute a 
magistrate, vide memo¬ 
randum No. 77D., dated 
26th April! 904. 
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I bavc also this morning seen Sukhu mallah, a deserter from the Benares River 
Police, and an absconded offender under section 89, Act V of 1861, He was recently 
arrested here by my river police as already reported. This man has been working 
for some months in Assam, in and around Bilasipara and Goa I para, and he informs 
me that Baban, Bamdas, and Oria pasi and their gangs are all up working in small 
dongis above Gauhati. He says they all went up stream when they heard police 
had been specially deputed to capture them and that they mean to stay in Assam till 
it is safe to return home. Should the latter he impossible without being involved in 
a criminal prosecution, they mean io settle in Assam. There these gangs (number¬ 
ing in ail about 16 men) are all hardened criminals and expert burglars. I have 
therefore wired for instructions as to what I am to do. It will be impossible for me 
to carry out the work between this and the 15th, as I have much other work in hand 
and I cannot start hack before the 10th April, and Mr, McNamara has now to hunt 
up the Ganges for Bkagwanta’s lot, and it seems a pity that Baban and the others 
should be given a chance of escaping. If not permitted to go personally after 10th 
April 1904, I can of coarse place my informers and river police at the disposal of 
the Inspector-Geueral of Police, Assam. 

Bated Calcutta, the Sth April 1904, 

From—P. Beamley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

To—The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

(Through Deputy Inspector-General). 

I have the honour to report that I arrived in Calcutta last evening, and as 
I have to take over charge of the Benares district on the 15th instant, I beg that early 
orders be issued in respect to the following matters now ponding in connection with 
the results of the recent operations against riverain criminals in Eastern Bengal :— 

(1) My letter, dated 9th March 1904, to Inspector-General, Bengal, re pardon 
under section 401, Criminal Procedure Code, to prisoners Sheo and Fagoo mullahs, 
who have now, in accordance with Government Order No. 1901J., dated 14th March, 
been duly released, and are now with me awaiting verification of their statements 
(vide my suggestion in my letter, dated 28th March 1904) by a magistrate. 

(2) Re the further investigations in connection with the following agents and 
receivers discovered in Bengal, and who were arrested under section 54 and are now 
on bail:—- 

(a) Darga Saran Pande, son of Hari Narain Pande of Bhartauli, Mirzapur, 

and now of Serajganj Eol, Pabna district (vide report, dated 18th 
March 1904). 

( b ) Misri hajjam, late of Dinapur and now of Dlrafbri, Assam (vide report, 

dated 18th March 1904). 

(o) Sita Ram hajjam, late of Mirzapur, and now of Goalpara (Assam) (vide 
Lieutenant McNamara’s report, dated 21st March 1904). 

(3) Re case of Paraku, son of Lokhai mallah, arrested at Subernakhali (vide 
report, dated 14th March 1904) and now pending in Mymensingh district. 

(4) Re further investigations in Assam, vide statement made in Dacca on 1st 
March by Snkhu mallah (vide notes, dated 30th March 1904 to 1st April 1904) re 
presence of Mlmpuri riverain criminal gangs in Assam. 

(5) Re my report, dated 28th March 1904, asking for instructions as to disposal 
of the cases now pending against those now under arrest at Dhubri and Raugpur 
(vide my reports, dated 25th, 26th and 2Stk March, re capture of Laclimau and 
others). The accused are under remand till the 11th April, and so an early decision 
in the matter is very desirable, and Inspector Hari bar Cbaran is now at Dhubri 
nwaiting orders, 


# 


Inspector Harihar Cha- 
ran Lai lias been written 
to about this man, vide 
No. 5399, dated 13th 
April 1904. 


Magistrate, Dacca, has 
been written to. 


Case against Darga 
Saran Pan do of Scrap 
ganj khal may for the 
present be dropped, there 
being no satisfactory 
evidence. 

(b) and (e). The Assam 
police may 
Letter to be asked to 
1 nspector- carry out Mr. 
General of Br a m 1 e y’s 
Police, As- j'ocotnnjeudc- 
wun, No. tions, vide 
5407, dat- letter, dated 
wd 13th 27th March 
April 1904. 1904, to In- 
s p e c t o r- 
Goneml, Assam, viz., 
that they should be kept 
under close surveillance 
and if possible, bo pro. 
secuted under section 110, 
Criminal Procedure Code, 
Inspector Harihar 
Charnn Lai 
Metnora u- should, if re* 
dum No. quived, aa- 
5399, dab* sist by fnr* 
ed 13th nishing co- 
April 1904. pies of let¬ 
ters aud do¬ 
cuments found in their 
possession and evidence 
of connection with river¬ 
ain criminals. 

Written to the Inspec¬ 
tor Harihar Gli&rau Lai, 
memorandum Ho. 5399, 
*£»ted 13th April 1904. 



-Awa iting 
trials. 
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results of (G) District Superintendent of Police, Muttra’s report, dated 4th March 19-10,. 

re gang of Muttra mullahs now Maid to be in Calcutta (vide enclosure A). 

^7) District Superintendent of Police, Allahabad’s memorandum find report, 
dated 20th March 1.904, re information acquired from one Damodhar Babu, which 
(like 6) calls lor Ihrthcr investigation. 

I have brought the informers and the river police into Calcutta with mo, and 
tire approvers (Shoo and Fagoo) will arrive to-morrow, and instructions am solicited 
as to who they are to he made over to. The steam-launch Sherlock Holmes I have 
directed to proceed to Sara Ghat and there await further orders, as it will probably 
be required by the magistrate, who is deputed to take charge of the approvers. 

Lieutenant McNamara has also come into Calcutta, and should, I think, bo 
deputed to follow up the clues up the Ganges. Should his I'urf.ber retention on special 
duty be considered advisable, instructions may perhaps at the same time be sent to 
Inspector Harihar Oharan as to the disposal of the eases noted above. 

Calcvittrthe 9 th A}>ril 1904. 

From—P. B, Beamley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police (on special 
duly), 

To—The Officiating Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

The operations against the up-country river criminals having for the 
present been suspended, I have the honour to submit a preliminary report on the 
work actually done up to date. A full report on the whole question of river 
crime, in so far as it is committed by up-country criminals, together with the pro¬ 
posal of measures for the prevention thereof in future will he submitted hereafter 
through the Inspeetor-t^oneral of Police, United Provinces. Meanwhile, 1. propose 
to review briefly the details of the operations just closed. 

I was placed on special duly in this connection on the 22nd October last, and. 
Lieutenant McNamara, Assistant District Superintendent of Police, war. about the 
same time placed on special duty in Bengal. The scope of the enquhy was originally 
limited to river crime and criminals, but very soon afterwards the Pham, Dusadhs 
and Do ms were all included and the whole question of inler-provinciid crime had 
then to be gone into. This naturally caused a delay in the commencement of actual 
operations, as figures had to lie obtained and the groundwork for future operations 
had to be prepared. The entire subject will be dealt with in detail hereafter by me,, 
and it will be sufficient if I hero note that between October 1909 and February 190-1 
all the available data in regard to inter-provincial crime bad been collected, and 
has now been properly classified ; the differences in the surveillance of criminals in 
both Provinces has been investigated, one entire Dorn gang has been broken up and 
apprehended, and material assi-tance has been given the Bengal police in respect to 
the collection of' evidence and information in respect to the sov oral important prose¬ 
cutions now in progress in the 24-Parganas and other districts. A lull report on the 
subject will he submitted separately hereafter. 

In respect to river crime, the investigation was based on the lines of tile in¬ 
vestigation already made by Special Inspector Harihar C ha ran Lull anil Salik 
Ram Salmi (vide Deputy Inspector General’s No. 1073,* dated 9th March 1903), in 
4. Iv. which it was stated that u the river dacoits and thieves of Mirnapur, Axamgarli, 
Pallia, Ghaffipnr and other districts in t lie United Provinces habitually exploited the 
Bengal rivers for purposes of crime.” Attention was also drawn to the case which 
had recently occurred in Dacca, and in which 22 accused have since boon convicted 
under .section 409 and sentenced to terms of imprisonment varying from 7 to 2 years. 
This necessitated an exhaustive and extensive enquiry into the whole of the inter- 
provincial river traffic. With the Inspector-General’s sanction, therefore, a com¬ 
plete enumeration was made in each district, in the United Provinces of all trade 
boats and others whfedi plied either for trade or other purposes between that province 
and Bengal. A list was prepared in each district giving the names of the boat- 
owners and. the crews thereof, and showing whether they were about in Bengal or 
not. Conviction statements of all such people were also carefully prepared and 
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grouped. Steps were then taken to obtain information of the movements or where¬ 
abouts of the suspected parties. The result was that by January the criminal locali¬ 
ties had been satisfactorily grouped and indicated, and I was in a position to propose 
certain repressive measures (vide my letter of the 4th January to the Deputy Inspec¬ 
tor-General, Bankipur, and the Inspector-General of Police, United Provinces), 
which on being sanctioned resulted in the issue of the “Memorandum of instruction 
in connection with the operations against up-country river criminals on thieving 
expeditions in Eastern Bengal,” dated 11th February 1904. 

Lieutenant McNamara meanwhile had been busy exploring the rivers and col¬ 
lecting information in Bengal itself. 

The Ci Memorandum of instruction,” which is full and covered all the ground 
concerned, may be referred to as indicating the nature and extent of the operations. 

It was known that there was at least a hundred well-known dangerous criminals 
absent from their homes and at work on the rivers in Bengal, whilst the number of 
suspicions characters (without actual conviction) was very many more. 

The operations commenced at Dacca ou the 28th February with an interview 
with the prisoners in the Dacca Jail. By the 2nd Ike narratives of the two approv¬ 
ers (Slieo and Phagoo) had been recorded, which, after consultation with the 
Magistrate and Commissioner of Dacca, were forwarded to the Inspector-General on 
the 3rd March, with a recommendation for offer of a pardon by Government under 
section <101, C. P. C. 

The Benares River Police and other informers, who had been brought down, were 
distributed up the various rivers in Eastern Bengal to collect information regarding 
the criminal gangs which wore known to bo still at largo, vis., those referred to in 
my investigation notes of the 3rd, 19lh December 1903, 4th, 8th January 1903, and 
Lieutenant McNamara and I then proceeded up the river Podda to Goal undo and 
commenced checking all the up-country shipping wo met. Each boat was stopped 
and examined and particulars were compared with the Di.-tricfc Registers in our pos¬ 
sesion. Up to Goal undo which was reached on the 8th, nothing satisfactory had 
been discovered, and from ihero, acting ou information received, we proceeded to 
hunt up the Brahmaputra. The up-country shipping was closely scrutinized and 
chocked, and at Scrajganj a raid was made on one Durga Sarau Pande, sou of Har 
Narain Pande, a Mirzapur Brahman, who had settled down at Scrajganj as a pv/rohit 
or priest, but who roally was ail agent and receiver for Ike Mirzapuri gangs of 
river criminals (see No. 4, Appendix V of Inspector Harihar Gharan’s report) and I await thin. 
vide enquiry nolo, dated 13th March 1904. 

At Scrajganj the river police brought in information which necessitated a fur¬ 
ther search up-stream, with the result that at Subarnakhali (Mymensingh district) 
we arrested one Parahu, son of Lokai mullah of Maduban, Azamgarli district, on 

whose boat very suspicious property was found (vide enquiry note, dated 14th March Ash District Stipn-in- 
1904). This case is still pending with the Mymensingh police and is one which for wbat 19 bDUls: 

the reasons given in my enquiry notes, dated 30th March to 1st April, requires the K- 

most careful supervision. 

On reaching Phulchari, IGfcli March 1904, further information was received 
which indicated that certain of the notorious Mirzapuri gangs were at work still 
further up the Brahmaputra, and it was docided accordingly to make for Dhubri (in 
Assam). At Chilmari (Eangpur district, 17th March 1904,) complaints were rife 
regarding recent depredations, and. it was perfectly evident that we were coming in 
touch with the gangs. 

At Dh ubri on the ISfck one Misri hajjam was seized and searched, and (like f°r report-^ 

Durga Saran Pande at Serajganj Kel) was found in possession of much incriminating 
mallali correspondence (vide enquiry note, dated 17th, 18th March 1904). A pro¬ 
secution under section 110, C. P. C., has been recommended in this case, and the 
matter is still pending with the District Superintendent of Police, Dhubri. 

On the 20th a conference was held with the police officers at Dhubri, and 
between that date and the 22nd Mr. McNamara checked the shipping as far up as 

4.1a. 



Ask District: Superin¬ 
tendent, Dhubri, for re¬ 
port. 


Ask Eangpurto report. 


What action. 


Put up, what action. 


Since arrested. 


Unfortunate. Just as ho 
was in the very ruck of 
things. 
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Goalpara, and there on the 21st searched one Silaratn hajjam, in whose possession 
also incriminating letters were found and who should also be dealt with under section 
110; C. P. C. Meanwhile I visited and made enquiries in the settlements ol up- 
country mallahs in the neighbourhood of Dhubri itsell (vide enquiry notes, dated 
ldth, 20 ih and 21 si March 1904). 

On the 22nd precise information was received of the presence of a gang oi 
river thieves some 10 to 15 tnilc 3 south of Dhubri; and in accordance with which 
Lieutenant McNamara and I made a raid down stream, with the result 

(A) that on the 23rd we succeeded in capturing, with four exceptions, the 

entire gangs of Lutchman Pa3i and Thatnman Mallah, comprising in all 
1 4 persons, in whose possession much stolen property was found (vide 
my report dated 24th March 1904) ; 

(B) continuing the pursuit on the strength of further information received, 

Lieutenant McNamara succeeded in capturing on the 27th Sheobandan 
Pasi’s gang (four persons) with property 'worth about I\s. 3,000 (vide 
my report dated 28th March 1904); 

(C) and again on the 29th March 1904 the same officer captured Bechan and 

Newaz mallah near Chilmari. 

In consequence of these captures my term of special duty which was to expire on 
the 1st April was extended to the 15th, and on the 28 th March £ submitted, a full 
report to the Inspector-General, Bengal, making certain suggestions as to the trial of 
the accused in these cases. The accused were all sent to hajat on 15 days’ remand— 
those iu (A), (B,) being confined in Dhubri (Assam) and those in (G) at Rangpur. The 
cases are still pending and the remand expires on the 11th April. Inspector IXari 
liar Outran has meanwhile been deputed to Dhubri to watch the eases and to assist 
the Assam Police iu respect to further enquiries. 

One of the results of these captures was that information now began to como in 
freely of the movements of the up-country river criminals, and it was ascertained 
that there were still at least two more big gangs in Assam, and the others were in the 
Barisal, Faridpur, and other districts in the lower reaches of Eastern Bengal. 
Arangcments were, therefore, being made for the interception and arrest of all these 
gangs. It, however, became necessary for me now to return to Dacca to give effect 
to Government order No. 1961 J., dated 14th March 1904, offering a pardon to the 
confessing prisoners Sheo and Phagoo, mallahs. There was considerable delay in 
this order reaching the jail authorities at Dacca, and I was thus unable to obtain 
release of the prisoners till April 2nd, 

Meanwhilo further reliable information was received of tho presence of the other 
gangs in Assam and up the Ganges valley, and accordingly X wired this information 
to both Inspectors-General, Bengal and United Provinces, on the 2nd, and also wrote 
on the same date asking instructions, but pointing out that the work could not then 
be completed by the 15th April. Information had also been received of tho presence 
in Calcutta of a gang of Muttra Mallah criminals, and this information was also com¬ 
municated to I inspector- Ge ueral (vide my Utter dated 28th March 1904.) Applica¬ 
tion was also made ut the same time for the deputation of the magistrate to record 
and verify the statements of the approvers Sheo and Phagoo, Thammau and Babori. 
On the 4th April orders were received for me to resume charge of Benares on the 
15th, and on the 5th Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, intimated that ho was 
unwilling to apply for a further extension. All further operations therefore against 
river criminals in the rivers of Eastern Bengal and Assam were dosed from this 
date, and I left for Calcutta with the approvers Sheo and Phagoo on the 6th. 

At Goalundo on the 7th the informers were paid their rewards and discharged, 
and Lieutenant McNamara and I reported our return on the 8tli April 1904. 

In addition to the arrests and captures made by us in tho rivers, the following 
persons have been arrested by the United Provinces Police in pursuance of the order 
issued in the memorandum of instructions;— 
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(1) ls£ February 1904 .—Atbal and Nohar mallahs of Kamasin, Mirzapur, 

arrested at Bhatni Juuction, Bengal and North-Western Railway 
(Gorakhpur), with property (mostly broken up jewellery) valued at 
about Rs. 250; accused were duly convicted and sentenced to one year's 
rigorous imprisonment, and are now in the Gorakhpur Jail. 

(2) 17 th February 1904.— Dullan, son of Luggau mallah, Kamasin, Mirza¬ 

pur, arrestod at Mirzapur on his return from Bengal, with property sus¬ 
pected of having been stolen in Malda district, Bengal, and regarding 
which enquiries are pending. 

(3) 4th March 1904 .—Purbhu, son of Pitambar, Bhdr, village Ktali, police 

station Haldanpur, Baiba district, arrested at Mau Junction station, 
Bengal and North-Western Railway (Azamgarh district), with property 
said to have been stolen from the Bogra district, which is still being 
made the subject of enquiry. 

(4) 6 th April 1904.—Jugrup, son of Latchoo Pasi, police station Anrai, Mirza¬ 

pur district, arrested at Bhadoi railway station, Oudh and Rohilkhand 
Railway, a member of Sheo Nandan Past's gang (see No. 14 of the 
Kamasin list, with much property suspected of having been stolen from 
the environs of Calcutta. 

The property in all these cases have been carefully advertised in large printed 
paten and the-enquiries are still pending. I am therefore now instructing District 
Superintendents concerned to correspond direct with each other in these cases. 

The following therefore is a list of persons who have been arrestod or have 
absconded from gangs disposed of during the repressive operations in Eastern Bengal 
and the United Provinces lasting from the 1st March bo 5th April:— 

1. 1st February 1904—Atbal mallah, section 109, C. P. C., one year's rigorous 

imprisonment, Gorakhpur. 

2. „ Nabar mallah, section 109, C. P. C., one year's rigorous 

imprisonmcut, Govakhpur. 

3. „ Bulan, sou of Duggan mallah, Mirzapur, section 54, 

C. P. C., pending. 


4. 4th March 

1904- 

-Parbhu, son of Pitumbar Bhar, Ballia, section 54, O. P. 
C., pendiug. 

5. 6th 


Jugrup, son of Latchoo Pasi, Mirzapur, section 54, 
C. P. C., pending. 

6. 13th 

3J 

Durga Saran Pando of Serajganj Kol and Mirzapur, 
sections 54—110, C. P. C., pending. 

7. 14th 

JJ 

Parahu, son of Lokhfii mallah of Azamgarh, sections 
54—411, I. P. C., Subarnalchali, Mymensingh dis¬ 
trict, pending. 

8. ISth 

?» 

Misri, son of Hajjam, Dinapur, sections 54— 

110, C. P. C., Dhubri, Assam. 

O. 20th 

J) 

„ tt •• Mirzapur .. 

Sitaram, son of Hajjam, Godjpara , sections 54— 

110,C. P. C., Dhubri, Assam. 

10. 23rd 

33 

Thamman, son of Bhairan mal¬ 
lah (Mirzapur). 


11. 23rd 

33 

Bhori, sou of Hazari mallah 
(Mirzapur). j 

Arrested, section 411, 

12. 23rd 

33 

Raghunandan, eon of Sheo- I 
narain Pasi (Mirzapur). ) 

I. P. G. Dhubri 
” (and also in Nawa- 

13. 23rd 

» 

Ram Takal, son of Musai mal¬ 
lah. 

had and Goalun- 
do eases). 

14. 23rd 

» 

Lutchman, son of Sheopal Pasi 1 

15. 23rd 

» 

Raghunandanq son of Rarnpar- 
skad mallah. 
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16. 23rd March 1904—Sheonan dan Pasi, son o£ ? 

17. 23rd 

18. 23rd 

19. 23rd 

20. 27th. 

23. 27th 

22. 27th 

23. 27th 


24. 29 th 

25. 29th 

These arrests (excluding those made at the railway stations in the United Prov¬ 
inces viz. Nos. 1 to 6), were all made on the river Brahmaputra between Seraj- 
ganj Kol (Pabna district) and Dhubri (Goalpara district, Assam), to which section 
of the river, owing to the very limited time at our disposal, the operations were 
confined. At the same time reliable information was forthcoming indicating the 
presence of active gangs of riverain criminals in and around Bhairub Bazar on tho 
Meoma, between Mymensingh and Tippera, as also in the rivers in Barisal. Another 
gang was somewhere in the neighbourhood of Madaripur (Faridpnr district); another 
between Dacca and Jugganatbganj on the river Dulasari near Manikganj, and 
another somewhere in the neighbourhood of Godagari on the Ganges in the EajjBhah, 
district. The information in respect to the lastnamcd contre, received from, tho 
District Superintendent, Allahabad, was most important and interesting, and i ndicatcd 
the existence of a thoroughly well-organized gang which included amongst itB 
associates and supporters certain petty officers of the local police. 

It will be seen therefore that only a very small portion of tho area affected lias 
up to date been dealt with. 

Tho up-country gang leaders still absent from their homes and now present 
with their gangs in Bengal or Assam are: 

(A) In Assam— 

1. Bamdass mallah, Kamasin, Mirzapur, with a gang of 4 men. 

2. Qajadhar ,, », » » 4 „ 

3. OriPasi „ Anrai, „ „ „ 6 „* 

4. Darsau, } , Kamasiu, ,> ,, }f 6 „ 

(B) In Bengal — 

5. Baban mallah, Kamasiu, Mirzapur, with a gang of 6 men. 

6. Bhagwanta mallah, „ „ „ „ 5 „* 

7. Behari mallah, Tiksari, „ „ „ 5 „ 

There are therefore still on the rivers in Bengal and Assam some 40 well known 
criminals of the Kamasin group alone, and with them must be almost as many more 
whose presence with the boats of the gang leaders is unknown to the police of the^ 
Mirzapur district since they join in Bengal after journeying over land by rail. 

As far as we could judge from the information available when operations closed— 

Nos. 1 to 4 were on the Brahmaputra above Oauhati, 


Mirzapur 

Jithu Pasi, son of Bamdin Pasi, 'j 
Mirzapur. 


Absconded from 


^ "vr ■ r>\ „7*«q 1 ADSConueu u-um 

Bam Narain Bhanja, a Has j. above (Nos. 10 to 

Narain Kaliar, Mirzapur. j p}), 

Phandau Pasi, son of Sheopal 
Pasi, Mirzapur. 

Sheobandan Pasi, son of Baij 

■vr .i Sections 411—4fi7, 
Musai Pasi, son of Baij Nath ^ s;jj KO tclii, Gau- 

Pasi. I hati district. 

Baij Nath Singh Thakur 

Baidesi, son of Chingan Pasi, 

Mirzapur (absconded from 
Nos. 20 and 22). 

Rechau, son of Bija mallah, - ) g eotion 4 ^ p 

Mirzapur. . (j Bangpur anti 

Newaz, son of Panchu mallah ; [ Bbubri, 

Mirzapur. J 


* AU Pasts. 
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No. 5 (Baban) was somewhere in the vicinity of Dacca. 

No. 6 (Bhagwanta) was near Godagari. 

No. 7 (Behari) was somewhere up the river Tista in the Bangpur district, and 
Ananta Pasi (whom I have omitted to mention) is or was down Barisal way. 

In addition to the Mirzapur gangs, the register prepared in the United Prov¬ 
inces shows that the following gangs of river thieves from other districts are also 
working somewhere on the rivers in Bengal:— 

(1) A Kkatik gang of boatmen from Tanda and the neighbouring villages on 

the river Ghogra in the Fyzabad district (about 20 persons). 

(2) A mixed gang of Thakurs, Akirs, Kewats and Ediatiks from police station 

Churni, Basti distriot (about 20 persons). 

(3) A mixed gang of Mallahs ana Bhars from the villages on the river 

Gumtij in the Jaunpur and Benares districts (about 15 persons). 

We did not come upon auy of these gangs on the Brahmaputra. It will be 
observed, however, that there is evidently still no dearth of up-country river criminals 
on the Bengal and Assam rivers. 

It is too late now, even if such a course is desired, to resume repressive opera¬ 
tions against these criminals with any reasonable prospect of success. They have a n 
excellent system of communication for the steamer “ Arakatis ” (pilots), all of whom 
are up-country Mallahs, (?) are in many instances in their pay, and they must there¬ 
fore all have heard of the captures made, and have no doubt by this time disposed 
of all incriminating property and turned the valuables into cash. I do not think 
therefore that further operations by Lieutenant McNamara are likely to produce 
.satisfactory results, and the only measures I can now suggest are that those already- 
arrested be dealt with separately in each case in which the property found on them 
can be indetified. Inspector Hari Har Gharan can watch these cases and personally 
assist in the prosecutions, and he can also still continue to work at the material avail¬ 
able in case collective prosecutions under section 401,1. P. C., are directed hereafter. 

Meanwhile I might be permitted to work up the information given by the approvers 
and Damudkar Babu, at leisure hereafter in Benares, where the river police and 
Head Constable Mohammad Idris can continue checking the Mirzapur boats. Mr. 

Adams, whom I relieve, goes as District Superintendent of Police to Mirzapur he 
will be given copies of all my notes, and this should facilitate any future operations 
the two Governments may mutually deoide on. 

In this connection I would, however, beg to point out that the province of 
Assam is obviously as much concerned as Bengal. I would therefore suggest that 
the Inspector-General, Assam, be furnished with copies of all reports, correspond- Seud papers to Assam, 
once, and enquiry notes, so that the rivers in Assam be included within the sphere of 
future operations, which must of course include the co-operation of the Assam Police. 

In addition to the actual pursuit and arrest of known up-country river 
criminals, we also made careful enquiries as to the real prevailing state of affairs on 
the riverain traots visited by us. From the notes which have from time to time 
been submitted it will be seen that much information has been adde dto that already 
collected by Inspector Imdad Ali and other police officers deputed to make similar 
enquiries in previous years. The whole of this question will be dealt with hereafter 
by me in the report on river crime and criminals. For the present it will be 
sufficient to note that we found that crime on the great rivers in Bengal was by no means 
confined to the up-country boatmen. The (t Sondars ” and other aquatic predatory 
tribes are responsible at certain seasons of the year for almost all the really heinous 
crime, such as river dacoities, with murder, &c., whilst the Muhammadan <l Chassas ’> 
and other Nomads who go up and settle temporarily every year on the “churs ” of 
the Brahmaputra and other rivers rob all and sundry—Mirzapuri boatmen, Sondars, 
and all—with the strictest impartiality ! Apart from crime, there are no rules for the 
regulation of navigation, and the steamer companies have already complained of 
the want of regulation in this respect. It will be seen therefore that in respect to 
the suppression of crime and the establishment of law and order on these great water 
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Copy to Inspector and 
ponding. (Vide Memo. 
No. 7143, dated 12th May 
1904.) 


Copy to Inspector and 
give him Kb. 25. ( Vide 

memo. No. 7134, dated 
12bh May 1904, to District 
Superintendent, Gaya.) 


Deputy Inspector- 
General and give them. 
Its. 20 each and copy. 


Yes. (Vide Memo. 
Nos. 7139 and 7139A, dat¬ 
ed 12th May 1904, to Dis¬ 
trict Superintendent, Dac¬ 
ca, and Deputy Inepeotor- 
General, Southern and 
Eastern Range.) 

Deputy I n s p e o t or- 
Goneral to promote and 
give him copy of this. 
(Vide Memo. No* 7135, 
dated 12th May 1904, to 
District Superintendent, 
Dahna* and No. 71S6, dat¬ 
ed 12th May 1904, to De¬ 
puty Inspector-General, 
Northern and Western 
Bange.) 
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ways very much remains to be done. At present it is no exaggeration, as pointed 
out by Mr. Bell and other witnesses, that, owing to the entire absence of river police 
arrangements, there is no protection of life and property at all on these livas so fai 
as country craft is concerned, and that between the two extreme banks of tho algo 
rivers in Eastern Bengal and Assam it was not (C nmalthu’i sirkai, but that of the 
« Mallah ” All this undoubtedly calls for serious attention. 

In conclusion I would beg again to draw attention to the excellent work done 
throughout by Lieutenant McNamara, whom I have so frequently mentioned in my 
reports, and I now also take this opportunity of bringing to notice the good work- 
done by the following officers and men, and I would beg that the rewards proposed 
in each case be sanctioned. I have grouped each lot in tho province to which they 
belong so as to prevent confusion and facilitate disbursements, and also because, I 
presume, that each province will pay its share in this respect: - 

I.—Bengal. 

(1) Inspector Ravi JSar Chardin Led .—This olhcoids character and work is 
well known to the Inspector-Goneral of Police, Bengal, and needs no 
eulogy from me. He has done exceedingly good work in collecting and 
classifying evidence and information, and is still employed in this 
respect. 

(2j Bub-Inspector Ahbar Khan (Gaya district) has boon on duty with 
Lieutenant McNamara throughout tlieso operations and rendered valu¬ 
able services in checking the passage of up-country boats, and in the 
collection of much useful information at Borajganj Kol, Goalumlo, and 
other plaoes. He is an intelligent young officer and lute worked very 
willingly and well, and if too junior for promotion, I would recommend 
a complimentary note being made in his roll, and the reward of a sum 
of Rs. 25. 

(3) Constable Chadardip Singh \ of the Dacca Police *--These two constables! 

(4) „ Bheodoyal CpdhyaJ have special claims for promotion in tho 
Dacca gang ease. They were the men who arrested (on suspicion) the 
two men whose capture led to the exposure and apprehension of tho 
entire gang by Sub-Inspector Sarat Chandra Bose, In tho subsequent 
proceedings the good services reudorod by these two constables in the first 
instance appear to have been entirely overlooked. As a matter of foot, 
but for the promptitude and honesty displayed, it ia probable tho ease 
would never have been worked out at all. Phagoo approver himself 
told me he offered these two men Rs. 200 to release him when they had 
it in their po wer to do so, but they refused. Moreover, the Dacca gang 
case is the most important prosecution of river criminals ranee the 
Rajshahi case of 1885 and led to the enquiry which has now been made 

, a nd has resulted in a complete exposure of tho deplorable state of affairs 
which has for years past been prevalent on these rivers. 

I would therefore strongly recommend that both these constables be promoted 
as soon as possible to the 1st grade for services rendered by them in the Dacca gang 
case of December 1902, 

Since October last they have worked direotly under Lieutenant MoNftWftm'K 
order and have again rendered valuable services in the colleotion of information, and 
they both took part in the capture made between the 25th and 29th March, They 
had very hard work to do and always did it cheerfully and well, and in these oases 
I would recommend them for a reward of Rs. 20 each. 

(o) Read Constable Rajendra Nath Re (Pabna District Police )—In charge 
of the Pabna Police boat at Serajganj Kol, was tho only head constable 
in the River Police boat we met who took the best interest in his work 
or who worked with any intelligence or zeal, He did excel lent work 
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at Serajganj in ‘watching and recording the passage of up-country boats 
and in collecting information. He is distinctly deserving of encour¬ 
agement, and if his promotion in a grade is possible, T would recommend 
it. Failing this I would suggest that an appropriate note be made in 
his roll. 


(6) Constable Earn Dewan Singh, \ Raj shahi District Police, also did well 

(7) „ Jai Ram Singh , J and I would recommend them for a 
reward of Rs. 5 each. 

The following officers and men of the stream launches Helen Henry and Sherlock 
Holme8 which were requisitioned for special service, did extremely good work. 
The launches were at times under steam for days from dawn to dusk, during which 
the entire crews were at work, and moreover they had frequently to coal at night 
to be ready for work next day. All hands worked cheerfully and well throughout 
and never gave any cause for complaint. They also took part in the capture made 
between the 25th and 20th March when, besides attending to the launeh.es, they had 
to assist in guarding the prisoners. 

The serang and crew of the Helen Henry did specially well on the 27th March, 
when Jagbandhan and the others were captured with much property in their posses¬ 
sion. I would therefore recommend a roward of Us. 50 being awarded to eaoh launch 
to be disbursed as below:— 


& L. 

u Helen Henry ” 

(Faridpur). 


S. L. “ Sherlock Holmes.” 






Rs. 




Es. 

Serang 

Kurban Ali 

. , 

.. 

10 

Krisfo Chandra Manjhi, 

10 

Engineer 

Mazamllah ... 


.. 

10 

i Abdul Majid 

. 

.. 

10 

Fireman 

Abdul Aziz 

-> 



Abdul Jaubar 

> 



» 

Alimullah 




Sheikh Safdar 




Lascar 

Shazadul Haq 


[ 

5 

Misri Khan 

i 

► 

5 

)> 

Amir Ali 

i 

each. 

Sheikh Elahi 

i 

each. 


Meher Ali 




„ Pirn 





Yusuf Ali 

J 

\ 


„ Budai 

J 




The following private persons also did well, as previously reported, see Lieu¬ 
tenant McNamara’s report of 28th March 1904, in capturing the gang on the 27th, 
and are recommended for rewards accordingly:— 


Sumran Dusadh ) 

Bansi „ rservants of Lieutenant McNamara, Its. 5 each.. 

Jehan „ J 

There are also some Bengali boatmen who joined in the chaso (and whose names 
have been given to District Superintendent of Police, Bungpur), and who might bo 
paid Rs. 10, 

Total of rewards recommended from Bengal Es. 200. 

A report in original submitted by Lieutenant McNamara re service rendered by 
these officers is appended. 

II.—Unitbx) Provisoes. 


Sanctioned. ( Vide 
Memo. No. 7133^ dated 
12bb May 1904, to Dis¬ 
trict Superintendent, 
HajBhahi.) 


Sanctioned. 


Sanctioned. (Vide 
Memo. Nos. 7137 and 
7138, dated 12fch May 
1904, to District Super¬ 
intendents, Pabna and 
Fnridpur, respectively.) 


Yes. (Vide Memo. No. 
7140, dated 12th May 
1904, to Lieutenant 
McNamara, Purlieu,) 

Ask District Superin¬ 
tendent to roward them. 
(Vide Memo. No. 714,1, 
dated 12tb May 1904.) 


(1) Head-Constable Muhammad Idris —Rendered excellent services in compil¬ 
ing and classifying the district registers, &c., as also in assisting in the local enquiries 
and in checking the shipping. He also took part in the captures reported above, 
and I would beg to bring bis conduct specially to the notice of the Inspector-Gene¬ 
ral of Police, United Provinces. I would recommend his being given a chance of 
qualifying for the rank of Sub-Iuspectcrship by being admitted to the Police Train¬ 
ing School and for which lie has already been recommended. In the present case 
I would also recommend him a reward of Rs. 25, 

(2) Constable Mustak Husain .'—Besides having done exceedingly well in the 
preparation of the registers and in collecting and classifying information, rendered 
specially good service on the 27th March, when he displayed great promptitude in 
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immediately taking up the pursuit of the gang in the absence of Lieutenant McNa¬ 
mara, and he has already been recommended for a reward. The most suitable form 
of recognition in this case would be, I think, promotion to head-constable, 2nd grade 
(Kb. 15), and the bestowal of a reward of Kb. 25. 

(3) Constable Lai Batadeen Singh , Benares District Police, has done extremely 
good work, and to him chiefly belongs the credit of acquiring the information collect¬ 
ed from the Mirzapur district, which enabled us to tell exactly what gangs were 
out on thieving expedition and when they were likely to be found in Bengal. He 
is a resident of Ivatnasin and has incurred the odium of his brother Thakurs in con¬ 
sequence. He also rendered valuable assistance in conjunction with Constable 
Aehaibar Singh of the Mirzapur Police, in inducing the approvers Sheo and Phagoo 
to make full confession. In fact the successes ultimately achieved were primarily due 
to the excellence of the information supplied by Constable Lai Batadeen Singh, who 
should be promoted to the rank of the head constable, 4th grade (Ks. 10), and be 
paid a reward of Ks. 25. 

(4) Constable Aehaibar Singh (Mirzapur district) —A very steady, experi¬ 
enced and reliable old constable, who rendered much assistance to both Inspector 
Hari Har Charan. and myself in collecting information in Mirzapur, and I would 
recommend him for a good conduct allowance of Ks. 2 and a reward of Ks. 20. 

(5) Constable Jai Karan Singh, 1 Benares Police, did very good work also 

(6) Office—Bachan Bam, J and assisted in the capture made on the 

25th and 29th March. Kupees 10 each. The following river policemen of the 
Benares Kiver Police Section also did excellent work. They were employed in 
scouting up all the backwaters and creeks up the Brahmaputra from Chilmari to 
Goalpara. They also did excellent detective work disguised as ordinary maliahs, 
and managed to completely hoodwink Misri Hajjam, the agent at Dhubri, who 
advised them to clear before the police got them. It was the information acquired 
by these men which in a way led to the raids of the 25th, which resulted in the capture 
of all the Mirzapuri gangs in the immediate neighbourhood of Dhubri. X would 
therefore recommend them for a good conduct stripe and a reward of Kb. 20 each * 

Kiver Police Constable Changar, 

„ „ „ Sri Ram, 

„ „ „ Ram Khilwan, 

„ „ „ Jhingai, 

WOman mallah (informer), of Benares, was brought by me from Benares and 
has been of much use to me. He had been for 25 years on the Benares toll-bar, and 
the unique knowledge he possessed of all up-country mtinjhis, with all of whom he 
was personally acquainted, proved of the greatest value in identifying persons of 
doubtful character, &o. He materially assisted the rivor police, and talked over the 
m&ojhis, <fcc., who were reluctant to give information. I would therefore recom¬ 
mend him for a reward of Ks. 25. 


Rs. 20 each. 


Total rewards for the United Provinces, Rs. 220. 

III.— *Assam. 


Copy to Inspector- 
General, Assam. (Viclo 
Memo. No. 7142, dated 
12th May 1904.) 



The following officers and meh of the Assam Police did specially well .*— 

Head Constable Har Kumar Bose, Dhubri Police, took part in the capture of 
Thamman and Dutchman and the others on the 25th March, and displayed much 
intelligence and zeal in the subsequent enquiry, which speedily resulted in the 
discovery that the property recovered had been stolen the previous night in the 
Satamari case. I would suggest a complimentary note being made in his roll and a 
reward of Rs. 20. 

Three constables, Assam Police, names known to District Superintendent of 
Police, Dhubri, also did well and are recommended for a reward of Ks. 5 each. 

Rs, 

Total reward proposed for Assam ... ... ... 35 

;> » » „ toe Provinces ... ... 455 
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These rewards may perhaps at first appear a bit excessive, but when we consider 
the time and labour involved in the preliminary inquiries necessary for the collec¬ 
tion and classification of all the available information, the great quantity of loot 
recovered, and the temptation rejected by some of those now recommended for 
rewards, it will not, I think, be too high a recompense for the services rendered. I trust 
therefore that the proposal made will meet with your approval, for encouragement 
given on this occasion is certain to prove beneficial to any future measure of repression 
which may be decided on in the future. 

Enclosure to my letter, dated 9th April 1904 (re Riverian operations), to 
Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

P. Bramley, 

The 12 th April 1904. District Superintendent of Police. 


From— E. S. McNamara, Esq., Assistant District Superintendent of Police, 
on special duty, 

To—P. B. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, on special 
duty. 

The following constables:— 

(1) Chandudip Singh, 

(2) Skeodeyal Upadiah, 

both of Dacca Police, were placed at my disposal, on special duty, as being the proper 
men for the work, as they were chiefly responsible for the capture of tho Dacca gang. 
Daring my enquiries I have come to learn they did some excellent work in that case 
for which they have received no acknowledgment, I believe, from Government. 

During their period of duty with me, since December 1903, they have both done 
exoellent work. During the first mouths of my deputation I found their services 
invaluable owing to my ignorance of the river districts, c&c., not only from their 
knowledge of these districts, but of a great deal of information which they gave me 
from time to time of the criminals and suspects having dealings with the parsons we 
were dealing with. They accompanied me throughout the period of enquiry and 
worked iu a most satisfactory manner, often having to do duties they were not 
accustomed to and not always pleasant. 

They were instrumental in the arrest [of Sitaram mallah and all the persons 
arrested by us, and I should be very much obliged if in your report you would bring 
their good work to the notice of the authorities and get them a reward they deserve 
for their good work. 

(3) Bajendra Nath Das, head constable, specially deputed to work at Siraj- 
ganj on the Police patrol boat, is also deserving of notice. He did some execllenfe 
work, and sent in very good lists of up-country boatmen visiting Sirajganj and gave 
a great deal of assistance. His name might be noted as a good, willing man to put on 
to river work if operations are started in future again. 

(4) Ahbar Khan, Sub-Inspector of Gaya district, did very good work too. 

(5) Ram Dower Singh, Constable, 

(6) Jairam Singh of Rajshahi district, 
worked well throughout. 

I will read through my notes and diaries, and send you further notes of import¬ 
ance that may be noted in your report, if you think fit. 


River Dacoity Inquiry. 

Memorandum regarding case3 referred to by the following approvers and 
confessing prisoners, and which require to be verified by a magistrate and local 
enquiry, or by an examination of the records. 
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Vide Memo. 
No. 77D, 

dated 2Gfc!i 
April 1904 


Vida Memo. 
No. SOD, 

dated 2(Jtli 
April 1904 

Vide Memo. 
Nos. SOD and 
SID, dated 
2Gth April 
1904,and 79D 
and 82D, da¬ 
ted 2GtU April 
1904, 

Vida Memo. 
No. S3D, da 
ted 2Sth April 
1904. 


PehsonaI) Assistant— 
What is being done 
with regard t to verlica- 
tionP 

A. Y. K.—18-4-1904. 

Inspector-General's 

ORDERS— 

1. Writo to Magis¬ 
trate, Dacca, to have the 
cases numbered A (3) 
(4), (G), B (3) and C (1) 
and (2) verified by a 
magistrate by local 
enquiry. The officer 
deputed may be instruct¬ 
ed also to verify A (1) 
and (2) by reference to 
the records. Local inquiry 
docs not seom necessary 
in those cases. [A (5) does 
not admit of verification, 
being a boat robbery.] 

(2) Write to magis¬ 
trate, Rangpur, to depute 
a magistrate. to verify C 
(3) by local enquiry. 

3. Soud copy of our 
letters to Magistrates, 
Dacca and Rang pur, to- 
the Commissioners con¬ 
cerned undto Mr. Dram 
ley. 


4. Enquire whore Slico, 
Phagu, Tbumman and Bu¬ 
bo ri are at present. 


It. D. 


ih—Vide Sheo, son of Jhagru Mallah’s statement 

(1) Case at Munshigungc, in which JJiagran Bisscswar Mall ah and Gajaclhap 

Mallah were captured and sentenced to six mouths' rigorous imprison¬ 
ment each [1884 ?]. 

(2) Case at Rajshahi, in connection with which Baban’s boat was captured at 

Dhubri in 1885 (?). 

(8) Burglary at Narayanganj (about 1890—93 approximately) in Basis on 
board of Shankar Chamar's boat of village Pacharia (Mirzapur district), 

(4) Burglary at Khandarpur Bazar near Goalnndo. 

(5) Boat robbery at Parakautnagar (Burnea district). 

Burglary at Rajapore (Pabna district). 

B. —Vide Phagu, son of Sheo Lalla Mallah’s statement: — 

(1) Burglary in Baturannllah's shop at Narayanganj (1900). 

(2) Burglary in Bengali's house at Narayanganj (1901). 

(3) Burglary at Bathabanda (Pabna district). 

Note .—Of these Nos. 1 uud 2 bivvc already been verified by Mr. Coutts, c. 3., Sub-divisional Magistrate 
of Narayanganj, and also from the local police records. 

C. —Vide Tha mm,an, son of P hair an Mallah’s statement 

(1) Burglary at Belgachi (near Goalnndo) (five years ago). 

(2) Boat robbery (about two months ago) at Goalundo. 

(3) Burglary at Nowahat (Rangpur district) about one month ago. 

(4) Burglar! at Satimary, police station South Salmara, Dhubri district, on 

22nd March 1904. 

Note ,—Of these No. 4 ha* by this time been disposed of by tho Extra Assistant Commissioner deputed 
for this purpose by the Deputy Commissioner, Dhubri. 

Calcutta: ~ P. Beam ley, 

l District Superintendent of Police 

The 9 th April 1904. j (on special duty). 


*P. A.— 

Aftk for copy. 

A. V. K. 

I have not yet seen my 
police report on thi9 
matter, so I suppose tlio 
Calcutta Police are deal¬ 
ing with it. Mr. Daly 
might inquire. 

A. V. £.->17-4-1904. 


Memo. No. GSS5, dated 
20th April 1904, to C. E. 
W. Sands, Esq„ District 
Superintendent of Police, 
Muttra. 

Letter No. 5884, dated 
20th April 1904, to Com¬ 
missioner of Police, Cal¬ 
cutta. 

Memo. to District 
Superintendent of Police, 
Howrah, No. 5883, dated 
20th April 1304. 


3, Kyd Street: 

Calcutta, the 11 th April 1904. 

From—P. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, on special duty. 

To—Inspector-General of Police, Bengal. 

In continuation of my letter, dated 2Sth March 1904, and in confirmation of 
my telegram of yesterday's date, I have the honour to inform you that on the 4th 
ultimo Mr. C. E. W. Sands, District Superintendent of Police, Muttra, forwarded 
to me a very full and interesting note* on the mallah thieving gangs of Muttra, 
and offered the sorvices of a reliable informer, should it be possible to undertake 
the arrest of some of the gangs then absent from homo and supposed to ho in Bengal 
on thieving expeditions. 

Arrangements were made accordingly, in consultation with the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, for the apprehension of a gang said to be in Calcutta, and on 
the 9tli March the informer arrived. His services were placed at Mr. BignelPs 
disposal, and a special officer was detailed to make the arrests. On the evening of 
the 9th the following gang was captured at Sealdah and Howrah- 

(1) Painma, son of Knar Sen, Thakur, village Shiamon, police station Suni, 

Muttra district. 

(2) Ram Samp, son of Sobaram, Thakur, village Nagaria, police station Sher- 

garh, Muttra district. 

(3) Natha, son of Nand Kishore, mallah, Nabaria-ka-Nagla, police station 

Suni, Muttra district. 
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(4) Nathn.son of Gopal, mallah, Nabaria-ka-Nagla, police station Simi, Muttra 

district. 

(5) Lakka, son of Nathu, mallah, Nabari-ka-Nagla, police station Suni, Muttra 

district. 

(0) Huttu, alias Mulli, son of Bliura Lock, Nabaria-ka-Nagla, police station 

Suni, Muttra district. 

(7) Kumlan, alias Chinman, son of Neta, mallah, Skiari-ki-Nagla, police station 

Sbergarh, Muttra. 

(8) Hire, son of Gaoga, alias Dhanna, Bamnia, Pewan-ka-Nagla, police station 

Tajganj, Agra. 

(9; Rupram, soil of Bhullan mallah, Pewan-ka-Nagla, police station Tdjganj, 

Agra. 

(10) Bhup Singh, son of Kishna, mallah, Pewan-ka-Nagla, police-station Tajganj, 

Agra. 

(11) Chedda, son of Khiali, mallah, Pewan-ka-Nagla, police-station Tdjganj, 

Agra. 

Those marked have been traced in the Muttra lists, and have previous convic¬ 
tions against them. The remainder have probably given wrong names. The finger 
impressions have been taken, and the cases are in the hands of the Calcutta and 
Howrah Police. Property has been found on several of them which they cannot 
satisfactorily account for. The accused are at present being charged under section 
109, C. P. C. 

District Superintendents, Agra and Muttra, are being communicated with. 

I would recommend a sum of Rs. 50 being allotted as rewards by Inspector- 
General, United Provinces, in this case to be disbursed by Mr. Sands at Muttra, 
as he thinks fit. 


Confidential.] 

BENGAL RIVER CRIME INQUIRY. 

Notes of an interview with one Damodhar Dcm, son of Tulsi Ram Agrawala, 
of Jhusif police station Sarai, Enya village , Allahabad district, who has 
to-day been brought down by Sub-Inspector Nityanand, on special duty, 28 ih 
April 1904. (For previous references to this man, please see Sub-Inspector 
Nityanand’s report , dated 29 th March 1904.) 

I was for ten or eleven years in Raishulii, at Sultdngani, police station Godagari. 
rni /. j . , ,, . , „ T x j? Phrsoual Assistant * 

I he firm was owned by my brother-in-law, Ram Charau, son of Bhagwan Lass, ol with papers, plouse, 

Muthiganj police station, Allahabad district, and traded under the name Rambus 4-5-1004. a. v. K. 

B hag wand ass. Ram Cluiran owns zamindftri, and be dealt in rice, I left Sulfim - 

ganj about two years ago after Ram Charan cainc of age, and he now managoa the 

concern. Some years ago I remember I first came across a gang of Mirzapur river 

thieves when they came to the shop to demand a Holi reward. They were all half 

drunk and I gave them Rs. 3 and asked them to show me their boat. This was 

Ram Bass’ gang; there were in ail about 22 persons. The boat was literally full of 

loot. 

The gangs I know of were led by (1) Gajadhar and his brother, (2) Maja- 
dhar, (3) RamdaBs Mallah, and (4) bis brother, Bliagwanta. They loot freely all the 
way up to Dibrugarh and as far down as Barisal. 

In Godagari their receivers and supporters are 

(1) Bissessar Sab. of Sultanganj, a money-lender. 

(2) Ram Lall Potar, a Kulwar of Godagari. 

(3) The “ hauli, ” drinking shop, in Godagari, ia a very favourite resort. 

(4) M. Mulia—is known as the Mallah’s Naika, who lives at Sbeoganj, near 

Sultanganj, 
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(5) The thdna people all knew of these gangs and systematically realized 
money from them and connived at their depredations. Sub-Inspector 
Jogesh Chandra Upaudhia was th&naddr at the time, and in Malda there 
is a head constable named Sahjewan Singh who helps them. 

Bamdass and the others always paid visits regularly to the darogha whenever 
they passed through, and on one occasion I know the thanad&r got a valuable 
“ doshala 77 from Bamdass. 

When Bam Charan Lai and the others come home nest rains, I will be able 
to find out a lot and can let you have further information. 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police. 


Dated Benares, the 6th May 1904. 

From—P. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

To—The Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, Darjeeling. 

I have the honour to report that intimation has been received from special 
Inspector Harihar Charan. Lall that the following accused were convioted at Dlmbri 
on the 3rd instant in the 8atiamari burglary case :— 


1. Thamman mallah 

2. Bahori mallah 

3. Luchman Pasi 

4. Baghunandan Pasi 

5. Lali mallah 

6. Bam Tahal mallah 

7. Baghunandan mallah 

8. Alopi Gorh 

9. Rigul Gorh 

10. Jaimangal Chamar 

11. Buragi Chamar 

12. Jagran mallah 


1 

j Section 457, Indian Penal Code, two years 7 
> rigorous imprisonment and 3 months 7 solitary 
j confinement each. 

J 

1 


Section 411, Indian Penal 
rigorous imprisonment. 


Code, two years 7 


J 


The Manirohar case (section 457) will now he proceeded with and form A lias 
been submitted, and the above, excluding Nos. 6, 7 and 12, will be rotried. In this 
case the names of Sheonandan and Jefcku Pasi will also bo included. 


The cases against Musai and the others come on at Gauhati on the 12th, and 
Lieutenant McNamara has been summoned to give evidence. Some of the property 
found on this set of accused has been traced to belong to persons as far up the 
Brahmaputra in Assam. 

Inspector Harihar Charan Lall brings to notice the valuable services rendered 
by Court Sub-Inspector Babu Tarini Charan Dutt of Dhubri, in connection with the 
recent prosecution in that district, and which I have much pleasure in endorsing, 
and trust it will meet with your approval. 

I have also to report the seizure of certain very interesting correspondence 
between certain members of Mirzapur Pasi gang which contains much important 
information in connection with the recent operations (vide copy enclosed). 

[Strictly confidential.] 

Bengal River Crime Inquiry Notes, 

A registered letter was received this morning from Serajganj Kol, Pabna 
district, from Durga Saran Pande (vide inquiry notes, dated 13th March 1904), 
saying that the two letters translated below were obtained by him at Serajganj and 
were forwarded. 

Chaitoo Pasi, to whom they were addressed, is a Mirzapur Past working with 
one Moti Babu at Serajganj Kol. The postman brought the letters to District 
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Superintendent, who reads Kagri, and who undertook to deliver them, and thi.3 is 
how lie came in possession thereof, 

Durga Saran himself arrived during tho day, and says he has left his brother,, 
S'teo Saran Panda, in charge of his business at Serajganj, and that he will give all 
heoes&ary assistance in respect to getting hold of Chaitoo. 

(a) Bearing letter, Hindi, sent by Mata Saran Pasi, of village Sarnia, anil 

posted at Gopiganj post office, Mirzapur district, on 24th April 1901, and 
addressed to Chaitoo Pasi, care of London Clerk SaLiib-ki-kothi. 

“Sri Sarah Upma i Joy Sripatri ,” written by Baehai Pasi and Mufcasaran, 
who send greetings to Maggan and Chaitoo and also to ICaki (Chaitoo’s wife), and 
informs Maggan that what he gave to Sukhdeo was never delivered. Sukhdeo says 
Maggan gave him Es. 0, but that ihe sepoya at the railway siaiion took it all from 
him. All the stations here are being closely watched, so do not come as yet: the 
Sirlffir is very strict at present. Whoever is found in possession of Es. 10 or new 
clothes is at once arrested and convicted. What is this we hear about Sheobaudan? 
Pargasia is crying her soul out since Bidesi came home with the news. Whatever is 
the news, send it to Sauna ; do not send it to ICamasiu. Bide si and Sukhdeo have 
told us all, and Pargasia will die of grief. We are all in need of funds : send some. 
Maggan should not return at present, but send some money. 

Baehai Pasi J s salaams to Chaitoo and Suudar. Sab tics ma rake. 

(b) Post-paid letter addressed to Chaitoo Pasi, daharkd Ealli Sahib-ki-kothi 

me, at Serajganj Ivol, or in Chaitoo's absence to Ivauehain (Chaitoo’s 
wife), to Jarbandhan Pasi, sent by No was i Pasi, dated Kjtli or 18th 
April (?), Mirzapur City, reached Serajganj 20t.li April 11)0-1. 

“ Sri Sarah Upma Joyf written to Jarbandhan Pasi, to whom everybody’s 
greeting. Sukhdeo was arrested at the station here, with all the property he had. 
The sopoy took the money, and he gave his village as Mawaya and said he was 
a Kewat, and was working in Bengal, and only got off after much difficulty. He is 
now safe. Also Anantu had Rs. GOO worth of property, and was eaifght at the 
Pahari railway station and is still in hawaldb. Raghu Mallali has also boon arrested 
in Mirzapur railway station. But they only found nine pice on him and he is still 
in hawaldt. They are fighting amongst thom.selves, so be careful, work on as usual, 
blit be careful led; they make inquiries there also, Whatever money you may have, 
send to the Pandit in Benares, and I will get it from there. The address in Benares 
is :—District Benares, post-office Shivala Ghat, inahalla JBudheni, (l Hrikhi Klies 
Jotasbi.” Write your letters to this address in Benares and the Pandit will send 
the letters on to me. When you write and want me, I will come to you. Bhadoi 
and tlio other stations aro being watched. When you return, go first to the Pandit 
in Benares. I will meet you there and tell you all. 

“ Mm Baihaic Badi TezT 

Note. 

This is an important seizure. Inspector Hari Har Ohara a Lall will, when nest 
at Serajganj Kol, make confidential enquiries about Chaitoo and the Pasi gang 
them. Ho will get much assistance from Sheo Saran Pamlo, but must work secretly 
through him, so as not to disclose the source from which the information has been 
acquired. Copies will also be sent to District Superintendent of Police, Mirzapur, 
'Who should have Semra V. carefully watched, since Bided is one of those who 
absconded from Dhubri on the 23rd March 190-1. The information regarding 
Anantu is interesting. Arrangements will be made here for the arrest of Jarbun- 
dhan, if he visits “ Hrikhi Ehes Jotashi.” 

Benaees; 

the Qth May 1904. 


} 


P. Bkamley, 

District Superintendent of Police, 
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APPENDIX VI.-5E. 

Selections from judgment and records and reports, 

Copy of deposition of Sub-Inspector* Bar a t Chandra Bctsu in reference to the 

Munshiganj gang ease. 

On tlie 4th December last Constable Chandra Dip Singh brought an up-country 
prisoner to the Munshiganj thfina. That is the man (points out Bukharan, accused), 
The next clay I saw Har Gohindo Misir, who told nje that a in an had enquired from 
him about the prisoner. I sent some constables to find out the boat in which the 
prisoners had come. That afternoon Sliib Dyal, constable, gave mo certain inform a-? 
fion, in consequence of which I wept to Char, Jugini. I wanted to fine] the prisoners* 
companions because from the account of the theft—with which he was phargpd—it 
was evident that it must have been the work of more than one man. The Inspector 
instructed me to search for them. At Char Jugini ghfit I found four up-country 
men in a dinghi. I asked them their pames. They gave them as Giridhari, 

Raj Narain and Gopal. That man Phagoo is the one wfio called himself Lain 
That one Ram Chqran called himself Gopal. I cannot recognise the other two, I 
searched the boat and found some keys, money, iron tools, apparently for lie use 
breaking and soipo doors. I made q list of the tilings. This is it (Ex. 13). Horn 
Chandra Kundu, Karirpuddi, Tapai JBapari apd Kein Bapari wore pyesept at the 
time, and signed the list. 

The boat in which the men were was a dinglp. I brought tho four mom to the 
thfina in consequence of information giyen me by them. I started that night jn tho 
direction of Chandpore, taking with ine seven constables apd the four prisoners, and 
Bar Gobiudo Missir. 'We went ip two u ghasL” bqats. It was the 5th December. 
On the 6th we did not come across any up-country boats. Wo stopped by a char 
that night. Early on the morning of the 7th one of tho lour prisoners pointed out 
three boats lying by a char. As my boats were small apd low in the rales and tho 
other boats were high I thought it would not be possible to board them from my 
boat, so I looked for a fishing boat and got hold of Pohoy Maujhi’s boat, I got into 
it with six constables, kept the four prisoners and Bar Gohindo in ope boat—no one 
stayed in the other, I made the constables with mo lie down under the rqof qf the 
boat with their uniforms on, and cover themselves with clothes. 

I put off my uniform pud put a gancha round my head apd worked the boat 
with the mallalis. 

I told one of the mallalis to ask for a light from one of the up-cquntry boats. 
The three boats were lying close together. There wore pien in all of them. Some 
pitting on the roofs and some inside. Some one asked if we had any fish and I said 
we had. Our boat was across the bows of their three boats and the men in them came 
forward to see the fish. Then I jumped op to the bows of the middle boat and the 
constables, according to the orders I had previously given, jumped on to the three 
boats. As soon as we had boarded the boats, the boat with the prisoners in it camo 
up quickly. The constable in it was standing up. I arrested all the men on board 
the boats. They did not do anything. Seeing tlie constable in the boat following 
ns, they must have thought there were more men with us. They could not run away, 
as the water there was 7 or 8 hdts deep. Then I searched tlie boats and made a list 
of the things I found. 

I kept Bodi, Phagoo, and Jhinguri with me and sent the other prisoners ashore 
with six constablos- They were tied tip in twos, threes and fours with their cloth► 

According to what they told me one boat was Phagoo’e and JhingmPs and one 
Rodfs. I found things in all three boats and made a separate list of what I found 
iu each. These are the lists (Exs. 22, 23, 24). There are no people living within 4 
or 5 miles of that char. Har 'Gohindo and Abyarn Chand Malo signed the lists: 
the other Malos could not write. 

Then I started to get some chankid&rs to assist in escorting the prisoners. I 
put them in my two “ ghasis” boats and I went in the fisherman's boat with all 
the property. These boats only include the things I suspected might be stolen. 
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There were other things in the boats which I did not write down. I stopped that 
night by a char in the jurisdiction of Rajabari outpast and sent for the dafadSr and 
chaukidars and sent the prisoners to Munshiganj in their custody. I went on to 
'Munshiganj by boat. 

I lodged information, I got to Munshiganj late at night. I afterwards went 
to Pabna, Rajshahi, Maldah, Faridpur, and places in Dacca district, Mirzapur and 
Benares to make enquiries. I let Har Govind go because, being a Bardhman, he had 
not been able to eat for two days. None of us was able to cook any food on the 
Saturday night when we halted at the char. 

Har Govind left the boat to suit his own convenience. I would have taken 
him with me if he had wanted to come. 

One of the men I arrested—Shib Tahal—died in jail. The prisoners in court 
are the men I arrested. 

X-cad. I took Har Govind with me because there are many tenants under him 
in that neighbourhood. I might want assistance. Haris Chandra De, constable, 
wrote the lists of property. I told him the names of articles as they were handed me 
by another constable. No people came there. Munshiganj is about 1 day’s journey 
by boat from the place I stayed that night. Munshiganj is 17 or 18 miles from 
there by land. 

I got to Munshiganj at 3 or 4 a.m. on the 9th. I made a separate list of the 
.articles that were not suspicious. 

I took the articles of value to Shialo thdna, because it was a more central place 
for the people from other districts to come to. 

I found two or three stone £< batia 5> in Bodi’s boat and no other stone were in 
the other boats. Har Govind did not object to come with me. 

Hhdb-Imfector recalled .-'-The properties which I found on the boats and of 
which I made the lists, I brought to'Munshiganj and kept there in the mfdkh&ua. 
The Inspector afterwards took some of them to Shialo and returned them to me later. 
I brought all the properties from Munshiganj to this court. They have been kept in 
the miUkh&ua of the District Magistrate’s court. 

Ear Govind Missir .—Jagira Char is south-east Munshiganj. I know that man 
(points out jPliagoo accused) and that man (points out Sukdeo) and that one (points out 
Ram Sharan mallah). In Karfcik last that man (Phagoo) came and asked mo who 
was the m alik of the kachahri. When I asked him his name he said it was Lali. Ho 
said he wanted to beach his boat. I said he could do bo. They handed tlieir boat on 
to the shore and kept it there three days. During those days the tbreo men I have 
pointed out used bo come to the kachahri and sib there and smoke, &c. There were 
6 or 9 men altogether on the boat, but I did not see any of the others (i.e> to speak 
to). They wanted to beach the boat to do it up. After they had been there three 
days they went away. 

About the 29th Agrahyan I was iu Munshiganj on business. I was going to see 
a pleader, when I met the man calling himself Lali on the bank of the river 
Dboleshari, Ho said that one of his people had been arrested under Act V for being 
.drunk, and asked me to see to the case. I told him I would see him about it later in 
tjhe day. In the afternoon, about 4,1 went with him to Munshiganj th&na, and asked 
jf there was any man there charged under Act V. I was told there was not. That 
wm on a Thursday. A constable said that perhaps the prisoner would be brought 
pext day. 

Lali and three other men took me across the river that evening iu their boat, as 
I could not get another boat. I went to the kachahri, i 

The nest morning I went back to Munshiganj, on account of some business of 
my master’s. 3 met Lali there and he said he liad not found the prisoner. I told 
him to go and see at the kachahri. As I was on ray way to the pleader’s basha I 
met a constable, Chandra Dip Singh, with a prisoner and asked him if he had been 
arrested under Act V. 
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I asked him how muck he liad been fined and the Constable skid he had not 
been fined, but would be fined. 

He asked me whether 1 would pay the pice if the man was fined Ks. 2. I 
said his people could pay it. Chandra Hip asked me to point out the people wluy 
had been enquiring about the prisoner, and X went with him- to Surat Babu, Haro glut* 

I went with the Darogha to look for Lali and tlio others, but could not find thorn. 
Then I went to court about my business. At about 5 r.M., at the request of the 
Sub-Inspector, I went to the thana where I saw four men among whom was “ Lali A 

That night the Sub-Inspector and I and six constables and the four thieves 
left Munshigauj in two boats. All the following day (Saturday) we looked about 
for the boats we were iu search of, but could not find them. Early on Sunday 
morning Lali pointed out three boats in the distance, saying that they were theirs. 
The Darogha then got hold of a fisherman’s boat, and got into it with two constables. 
One of the ghasi boats went along with it with three constables, and the other 
constable stayed behind in the other boat with me and the four prisoners. Our boat 
followed them at a distance of about a {< rasi ;; or so. Sarat Babu took an oar anti 
a net and went up to the big boats.- 

On reaching them Sarat Babu and the six constables boardod tho boats. Our 
boat also came up to them. The Sub-Inspector arrested 21 people. Most of them 
were sitting smoking on the free deck of one of the boats. Some two or throe woro 
on the other boats. 

After arresting them the Darogha sent thorn ashore and began to search the bonfs. 
The constables stayed on the boats to prevent any one coming on board. I did 
not notice if any constables stayed with the prisoners. Then tho Darogha called 
me and I got on to one of the big boats and saw gold and silver ornaments, five or 
seven dos and ram dos, balls of burnt clay, bags of rice, dal, sugar, c'feo.jsomo 
tins of kerosine oil and clothes j plain cloths, cloths with bottler*; uhvanw, silk 
clothes, an overcoat, &c. The Darogha made a list of all tho things. There was 
some money. I counted it, There was Ks. 143 ; about Ks. 100 of it was in whole 
rupees and the rost in small silver coin and pioo. I signed my name on tho list. 
There were 13 or 14 pages and I signed each of thorn. 

These are my signatures (on Exs. 22, 23, 24). After making the list tho 
Sub-Inspector told me to go home. 

I got off the boat and did not got home till Monday. I was not; able to get 
auy thing to eat all the time. Mybdri and Munshiganj aro both north of Jalmjmam 
Char. 

X-xd ,—My pay is Ks. 14 a month. Tho place whore Lali beached bis boat Is in 
sight of my kachaliri, and not far from it. It takes two bourn to get from my 
hachahri to Munshiganj. It was 7 or 8 p.m. when I met Lali on Friday, 1 met 
him to the east of Munshiganj. I was not able to do my business that day either. 

The men arrested on tho boat were not tied. I did not go anywhere olso before 
I left the boat to go home. Two village people eamo there. 

It was 7 or 8 a.m. when we got to the boats. The list was not finished fill 5 
o’clock. Two or three stone “batis” were found in the boats, two grindstones, <&c. 
The men on the boats wero not using any thick clothes. 

I did not know Sarat Babu before this. The people arrested did not say 
anything at the time. 


- Copy op judgment. 

Agreeing with the unanimous verdict of the jury, the court convicts the accused 
Bodi mall ah, Seo mallah, Babu mallah, Rajkaran Bahelia, Kala Bahelia, Phagoo 
mallah, Earn Charan mallah, Behan mallah, Dukkaran Bahelia, Daulafc Kahar, 
Kamai Bahelia, Balden mallah, Jagan mallah, Domai Bahelia, Ram Bharuu Bahelia, 
Srikrishna Bahelia, Jagrup Bahelia, Lalayak mallab, Somer Akir, Chamka mallah, 
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Mahadeo Kahar, Jhinguri mallah, Sukdeo mallah, Srotam Bahelia, Talli Khatik, of 
the offence under section 401, I. P. C., with which they stand charged. 

There is no doubt whatever that they are habitual and professional thieves 
and take advantage of their native calling as boatmen to commit depredations 
whenever they have an opportunity. Although some of them are only lads, yet it is 
not possible to make any distinction in awarding punishment. They are one and all 
a source of nuisance and danger to the general community, and the only thing to do 
is to lock them up for a considerable length of time, so that during this period, at 
any rate, they will be unable tu do any mischief. 

Each of the accused persons is sentenced to undergo rigorous imprisonment for 
seven years. 

(Sd.) B. V. Nicholl, 

Sessions Judge. 

16-11-1903. 


Copy of the 12>th report, dated 2nd May 1904, on Dacca special report case No. 89 
n/1902, ( Munshirhatganj case), from District Superintendent of Police, Dacca. 

t( On the 1st March the following order was passed by the High Court:— 
u Appeals of Bodi mallah, Seo mallah, Babu mallah, Rajkaran Bahelia, Kala 
Bahelia, Jhoa mallah, Ram Saran mallah, Behari mallah, Doulat Kahar, Ramai 
Bahelia, Jagan mallah, Ram Bharas Bahelia, 8amar Ahir, Mahadeb Kahar, Jhinguri 
mallah, and Tulli Khatik and Jagrup Bahalia are hereby dismissed. Baldeo mallah, 
Domai Bahelia, Siri Krisna Bahelia, Lalarak mallah, Chanka mallah, Sukdeo 
mallah, are each sentenced to two years' rigorous imprisonment. 

Dukhran Bahelia and Katari Bahelia are each sentenced to 4 years' rigorous 
imprisonment." 

Memo No. 8117. 

Forwarded to P. B. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, Benares, 
for information. 

Bengal’Police Office,") By order, 

Calcutta : r R. Medleycott, 

The 2Qth May 1904. ) Registrar , for Personal Assistant. 


IN THE COURT OF EXTRA ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER AND 1st 
CLASS MAGISTRATE OF GAUHATI. 

Present :— Babxj Kishori Mohan Sen, Extra Assistant Commissioner, 
and 1st Class Magistrate of Ganhati. 

Case No. 165G. of 1904. 

Emperor in the prosecution of Doctor Abdul Rahman, 

versus 

(1) Musai Pasi, (2) Baijnath Singh, (3) Subandhan Pasi. 

Sections 457, 457 109 and 411, I. P. C. 

The complainant in this case is a man of Maskhawa in Ganhati, but be is the 
doctor of the Amchang Bagicha, where he usually stops. There was a theft in his 
house when he was at Amchang. He received a letter (Ex. 1) on the 23rd March 
1904 informing of the theft. He received another letter from his wife on the 26th 
March (Ex. 2). The letters contained lists of jewelleries and clothes stolen. He 
received another letter from Ms wife, saying a Darogha had come with the stolen 
things and three thieves, and requesting him to come home at once. The complainant 
came home on the 4th April. He learnt from his wife what things were stolen and 
lodged izahar (Ex. 3) before he saw the things. The Darogha then showed the 
complainant a heap of things from which he singled out Exs. 1 to 5 as belonging to 
him. 
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Mr. MacNamara, District Superintendent of Police, Purnea, says that he arrested 
the accused on the 27th March near Jatrapur. They were in a small boat. They 
tried to escape, but he chased them and arrested them. Baijnath and Musai had two 
bundles tied up in their clothes. All the thingB which form the subject of the 
case were found in tire boat, as also a bunch of keys. Ho tied the accused's boat 
to his launch and nobody had access to it. He searched the boat the following day 
and found the things. He signed the list of things found in tho boat. Two more 
witnesses identify the things as belonging to the complainant and testify to the theft. 

In this case izahar was lodged after the theft was traced. Thieves with the 
stolon property were made over to Sub-Inspector Rajani ICanta at Dhubri; and 
it is creditable to the Sub-Inspector that he was able to trace out the theft at 
Gauhati without a formal izahar* The accused made a clean confession (filed in case 
Ho. 14SG of 1904) which they now retract; but they have no witness to oxamine. 

There can be no doubt that there was a theft in complainant’s house aud the 
things produced before court belong to the complainant. The short time that trans¬ 
pired between tho theft and the actual arrest of the accused at a distance of some 
days journey from the place of theft leaves no doubt that the aocused are the actual 
perpetrators and abettors of the commission of the offence. The conduct of the 
accused when they were seen by Mr. MacNamara, to whose skill tho detection is due, 
leaves no margin for doubt that tho accused had a guilty conscience. Tho accused 
made confession before the magistrate several times and in several places, and there 
is no evidence to show that there was any kind of threat or inducement offered 
them. It seems to me clear that tho accused belong to a gang of habitual thieves 
and the present theft is only one of the offences perpetrated by them. I hold tho 
accused guilty unclor sections 457, 457-109 and 411,1. P. C., but I think a conviction 
under section 457 or 457-109 will suffice. Having an oye to the serious and profes¬ 
sional nature of tho offence, I sentence each of the accused to undergo rigorous 
imprisonment for eighteen months, of which each will pass six weeks in solitary 
confinement. 

(Sd.) K. M. SEN, 

Mth May 1904. Extra Assistant Commissioner » 

(True copy.) 

H. M. DATTA, 

Criminal Sarishtacldr . 

25-5-1904, 


IN THE COURT OP EXTRA ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER AND THE 
1st CLASS MAGISTRATE OF GAUHATt. 

Present :— F. S. R. Anley, Esq., Extra Assistant Commissioner and 
1st class Magistrate of Gauhati . 

Case No. 148G of 1904. 

Santa Ram Shahu, 

versus 

(1) Musai P$si, (2) Subadhan Pasi, (8) Baija Nath Chatri. 

Sections 457 and 411,1, p, C. 

Judgment., 

On the night of the 23rd March 1804 the house of the complainant, who is a 
well-to-do trader at Sualkuehi, was broken open and jewellery and other articles to 
the value of Rs. 1,585 were stolen. An entry was effected into the house by a hole 
being dug through the plinth, which was a pakka one, and was evidently the work 
of expert > thieves. The complainant was not at home on the night in question, but 
his nephew, Lakhi Shahu, was in the house, but he heard nothing during the night 
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and only discovered in the morning. The articles were contained in three boxes 
which were afterwards found broken, open and empty some distance away. The 
complainant returned home by steamer—his house is close to the river bank—in the 
early morning of the 24th March and was informed by his nephew, Lakhi, of what 
had occurred. The complainant then went to Hajo to give his izahar there, but not 
finding the Sub-Inspector returned home and the nest day went to Srihuti village 
and gave his izoJiCLT* Some few days afterwards the complainant was sent for to 
Gauhati fclnina, where he found that a large amount of his jewellery, in a broken con¬ 
dition, had been sent and he identifies it. It appears that Mr. McNamara, Assistant 
District Superintendent of the Bengal Police, had been put on special duty in con¬ 
nection with, river dacoities and was in his launch near Jatrapur on the evening of the 
27th March when he saw and gave chase to a small boat. The people, four in 
number, in the boat ran their boat into an island and bolted. Three of them, the 
present accused, were caught almost immediately, but the fourth man succeeded in 
getting away. Baijuath Ckatri when bemg caught threw away some silver orna¬ 
ments since identified by the complainant. The accused were taken on board the 
launch and their boat secured, and on its being searched the next morning a large 
quantity of gold ornaments, in a more or less broken condition, were found wrapped 
up in cloth and concealed in bamboo chungas in various parts of the boat. Mr. 
McNamara took the accused and the property to Mr. Bramley, District Superintend¬ 
ent of Police, under whom, he was working, handed them over to him, and he in 
turn made them over to the Sub-Inspector of Dhubri, Babu Raj ani Kanta Ghosh, 
who had been put on special duty in connection with other similar cases. Rajani 
Kanta Ghosh made enquiries and ascertained about the theft in the complainant’s 
house and brought the accused and the stolen property down to Gauhati and there had 
the property identified by the complainant. 

The accused plead not guilty, though previously they made confession, but 
do not cite any evidence and deny that the property was found in their boat. 

The case is absolutely clear against the accused, and the short time that 
elapsed between the theft and their arrest at Jatrapur with the stolen property 
makes it evident that they wore the persons who committed the theft. The accused 
are all natives of Mirzapur in the United Provinces and evidently expert thieves, 
the accused Musai Pasi having had two previous convictions under sections 457 and 
411, Indial Penal Code. The credit of the arrest of the accused is with Mr, McNamara. 
Sub-Inspector Rajani Kanta Ghosh also did good work in tracing the connections 
between the theft at Salkuchi with tho property found on the accused. 

I convict the accused Subandan Pasi and Baija Nath Chain under section 457, 
Indian Penal Code, and sentence them to two years’ rigorous imprisonment each. I 
convict the accused Musai Pasi under section Indian Penal Code, and sentence 
him to two years’ rigorous imprisonment, including three months’ solitary confine¬ 
ment. The property recovered to mo returned to the complainant. 

(Sd.) F. Anxey. 

Extra Assistant Commissionar. 

23-5-1904. 


(True copy.) 

H. M. DATTA, 


Criminal Sariehtaddr. 


Fakir Chand Shah 
versus 

Bhagaban znallak. 

Behari mall ah. 

457 

Charge under sections 411 and 'jjjy, I. P. C. 

Judgment. 

On the night of the 11th February 1904 a burglary was committed in the house 
of Fakir Chand Shah, the complainant who is a well-to-do trader in the Goalpara 
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fcowD. Jewellery and cash worth over a thousand rupees wore stolen. Information 
was immediately sent to the th&na, and the investigating police officer,Sub-Inspector 
Ananda Chandra Banerji, suspecting that the theft had been committed by some 
Mirzapuri boatmen, took a boat and went down the river towards Dbubri with a 
number of constables and a gomastha of complainant for the purpose of searching the 
up-country boats ma nn ed by Mirzapuri mallahs. For three days lie searched several 
boats along the char and in the shallow streams of the Brahmaputra river, but 
no property was discovered. On the 4th day the Sub-Inspector found a boat moored 
on an isolated char, between Shagunmari and Bagribari, and on searching it ho found 
jewellery as per Exhibit 3, with accused Bhagaban, who was the manjhi of the boat. 
This jewellery has bean identified by the complaint as belonging to him and as a part 
of the stolen property. From this place the Sub-Inspector went to the Bilasliipara 
tliana, with the officer in charge of which he was in communication. There ho found 
the other accused, Behari mallah, already arrested, with some ornaments, on suspi¬ 
cion. The ornaments found with him are those as per Exhibit 4 and these too have 
been identified by complainant as belonging to Mm and as the part of the stolon pro¬ 
perty. It appears that Behari after having left Bhagabaids boat with his share of tho 
stolen property was going in a suspicious manner along a jungly path at Bilasliipara 
with a bundle of clothes on the back. An inhabitant of the place, witness Ram 
Chandra Das, saw the accused, and suspecting him, asked what tho bundlo contained, 
but as Behari refused to show him the contents, he opened the bundlo by force and 
discovered the silver ornaments. Ram Chandra then made over the accused to tho 
Sub-Inspector of the Bilasliipara th&na. Both the accused persons were then brought 
to Goalpara and sent up for trial with the stolen property that was found with them. 

It appears from the statements made by the accused persons and from the 
confession of Behari Mallah that two persons, namod Durga and Dooki, who arc also 
natives of tho Mirzapur district in the United Province*, came in Bhagabaids boat 
to Goalpara. Both tlio accused were in that boat. The bout was moored below flic 
Nornuna bazar apparently to avoid observation. About midnight Durga arid Dooki, 
accompanied by accused Behari, went ashore to the house of Fakir Chand Shah and 
there committed the theft mentioned before. The box containing the stolon pro¬ 
perty was broken in the jungle on the char adjoining the town and tho contents were 
taken to the boat and made over to Bhagaban Manjhi, who did not go ashore. That 
very night all these men left Goalpara in their boat and they divided the spoil after 
arrival at Bilasliipara. Durga and Dcoki and Behari left the boat with their respec¬ 
tive shares and went to different destinations apparently under a preconcerted plan. 
It would seem that Bhagaban Manjhi left Bilasliipara after this and took his boat to 
an isolated char of the Brahmaputra, and there, little saspocting so early an arrest, 
awaited further developments. Bhagaban and Behari have been caught as narrated 
above, but Durga and Deoki are still at large. Although Bhagaban has not made a 
cloan breast ot the whole affair, there is no doubt whatever from his own admission 
about his guilt. He says that lie suspected the jewellery to be stolen property, and 
the fact that, in spite of this, he retained the same is a clear proof of his dishonesty. 
But from all the circumstances of the case, and having regard to tho confession of 
Bohari, I have no doubt that Behari took a more active part in the crime than he has 
thought it prudent to admit, and that he is a member of one of the gangs of Mirzapuri 
thieves, who infest this district. 

I find the two accused persons guilty of the offences with which they have boon 
charged, and I convict Bhagaban mallah under section 411,1. P. C. } and sentence him 
to rigorous imprisonment for 2 (two) years. I also convict Behari mallah under 
section 457, I. P. C., and sentence him to rigorous imprisonment for 18 (eighteen) 
months and to a fine of Rs. 20 (twenty), in default to rigorous imprisonment for two 
months. Property should be returned to complaint. 

The ability and intelligence displayed by Sub-Inspector Ananda Chandra Bauer- 
jee in bringing the perpetrators of a serious crime to justice are worthy of notice, and 
I hope his labours will be suitably rewarded. The informer Ram Chandra Das, 
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without whose prompt sagacity the accused Behari mallah would perhaps not have 
been detected, also deserves a reward. 

Goalpara : -J (Sd.) A.S.GVHA, 

:The 5th April 1904. j S. D. 0. and Magistrate 1st class. 

Memo. No. 2527—2S. 

Bated Shillong, the 31st May 1904. 

Copy forwarded to Mr. P. Bramley, District Superintendent of Police, on 
special duty, Benares, for information. 

(Sd.) T. N. 

For Inspector ^General of Police, Assam. 


To 

The Inspector in charge of Police, 

Goalpara. 

Dated Dhubri , the Gth May 1904. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to report for your information that the marginally-noted 

0) Fakir Chand Nap, eases, the offenders of which 

v a t s w a 

Lanhmant Pasi and 11 oLliors, sections 457 and 411,1. P. C. Were arrested by Mr. hl'itlW- 

(2) Mukunda Kumar Clmkrabarty Je f t p e Benares Police and 

versus J 

Lncbman Pasi and 8 othurs, sections 380 and 411, I. P. C. by Lieutenant MacNanuiru of 
the Bengal Police, have ended in conviction. I note below the term of sentence of 
.each of the accused persons :—• 

(1) Section 457, Indian Penal Code. 

1. Lachman Pasi ... ... 2 years’rigorous imprisonment. 


% T bam man mallah ... ... Ditto. 

3. Behari mallah ... ... Ditto. 

4. Lali mallah ... ... ... Ditto. 

5. Baghunandan Pasi ... .. Ditto. 

The above sentence includes 3 months’ solitary imprisonment. 

Section 411, Indian Penal Code. 

1. Barai mallah ... ... ... 2 years’rigorous imprisonment. 

2. Eighnt Gour ... ... ... Ditto. 

3. Joyroangal ... ... ... Ditto. 

4. Baghunandan mallah ... ... Ditto. 

5. Alapi ... ... ... Ditto. 

6. Jag ran ... ... ... Ditto. 

7. Kamtahal . ... ... Ditto, 


(2) Section, 3S0 Indian Penal Code . 

1. Lac liman Pasi ... j 

2. Tlniminan mallah ... M months’ rigorous imprisonment each. 

3. Baghunandan Pasi ... ' 

4. Lali mallah ... ... G months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

5. Behari mallah ... ... 2 months’ rigorous imprisonment. 

Section 411, Indian Penal Code . 

1. Bighat Gour 

2. Alapi 

3. Joy ruangai 

4. Barai 

In passing sentence in case No, 2, the trying magistrate took a lenient view in 
regard to Behari mallah, as he stuck to his confession from beginning to end. As 
Lachman, Tkamman and Baghunandan Pasi pleaded guilty to the charge under 
section .380, Indian Penal Code, they were also sentenced to a shorter term of impri¬ 
sonment. 

I have, &c., 

(Sd.) TABINI CHARAN DATTA, 

Court Sab-Inspector. 

46a 


... ... 3 months’rigorous imprisonment, 

... \3 months’ rigorous imprisonment each. 
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Memo. No. 625. 

Dated Dhuhri, the 6th May 1904. 

Copy forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police, Assam, for information* 

(Sd.) KAFIAL I-IAQUE, 

Inspector in charge of Police, Goalpara. 

Memo. No. 2355-56. 

Dated Shillong, the 19th May 1904. 

Copy forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, for information, 
with reference to tlie correspondence ending with his letter No. 5876, dated the 20th 
April 1904, 

(Sd.) (Illegible). 

For Inspector-General of Police, Assam, 

Memo. No. 8132. 

Copy forwarded to Mr. P. B. Bramley, District Superintendent of Police, Bena¬ 
res, for information, with reference to his note, dated 28th March 1904. 

By order, 

Bengal Police Office,^ (Sd.) R. Medleycott, Registrar, 

Calcutta : > 

The 7th May 1904. J For P&wonal Assistant, 

Copy of letter No. 445, dated the 15/16th April 1904, from the District Super¬ 
intendent of Police, Rangpur, to the Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General of 
Police, L. P. 

u In reply to your No. 5405 of the 13th instant, I have the honour to state 
that I personally took the property found in the boat to Phulchari and traced the 
complainant in the case. Bechan and Newaz have both been sent up for trial. 
There were only two others in the boats, servants of the above. They had only been 
recently engaged and there was no evidence against them. They immediately gave 
me all the information they could, and but for this I should never have been able to 
lind the complainant in the case as the burglary had never been reported. Crime 
has, I am afraid, been suppressed to a very large extent in',t!ii& part of the district, 
which is infested with up-country men of suspicious character.' I am at the present 
moment proceeding against a gang of thirteen Parsi Mallahs. A largo amount of 
property has been found in their possession for which I can find no claimants; quite 
recently again a man was arrested on suspicion and the property found on him has 
been traced as the proceeds of three burglarios in this district, not one of which had 
been reported at the time of occurrence. I am getting a great deal of useful inform¬ 
ation from theso two servants of Newaz and Bechan. They have informed me of 
another gang which has gone up the Dhurla to commit burglaries and whom I am 
trying to find now. They also tell me that Newaz has a relative named Lnllu in 
Goalpara who is a notorious thief and robber. After the result of his case here I will 
send tfewaz to the District Superintendent of Goalpara. Under these circumstances 
I think that it would bo a mistake to proceed against tho two servants under section 
55 as there is really no evidence against them and they are tho only witnesses against 
Newaz and Baclian, and are giving much useful help and information.” 

(True copy.) 

R. Medleycott, 

Registrar, Bengal Police Office. 

Sin,—These two mallahs had come from Bengal side and changed the train at 
Bhatni Junction on Bengal and North-Western Railway for Benares. 

As there was some considerable delay for the Benares train to start, these men 
were found seated at a far distance from the musafirkhdna wbilo all the passengers 
were in the musafirhhdna. 

Suspicion fell on them, and on being arrested search was made of their persons; 
some pieces of ornaments were found sown in bed cloth, while some tied round the 
waist. 



There is cot the least doubt that all the property recovered is stolen one. 

Your most obedient servant, 

BISHAMBHAR NATH, 

Court Sub-Inspector. 
10-2-1904. 

River Police Notice. 

On the 2nd January 1904 Atbal and Nohar, mallahs, of village Kamasin, 
police station Kotwaii, Mirzapur district, United Provinces, were arrested, on sus¬ 
picion, at the Bhatni Bailway Junction (Gorakhpur district) by the Government 
Bail way Police, On inquiry it was ascertained that they were returning home from 
Phulabari on the Brahmaputra river. On being searched, the property noted in 
the list below was found secreted in their bedding and on their persons, the jewel¬ 
lery being sewn into their quilts. They have been convicted under section 109, 
Criminal Procedure Code, in Gorakhpur, and are now serving sentences of one year’s 
rigorous imprisonment each iu the jail there. The list of property found on them is 
circulated for general information with a view to tracing the rightful owners thereof. 

It is requested that the greatest publicity be given to this list, which, besides being 
carefully compared with the lists of property stolen in undetected cases, should be 
posted for general information at all ghfits and other public places, where they are 
likely to attract attention. 

The districts in which the accused worked whilst in Bengal appear to be Bogra, 
Mymensingli, Pabua, Kangpur, Goalpara, and Bajsbahi. On the 4th December 1903 
Nohar sent, a money-order for Rs. 6 from Subarnakhali post-office, near Jaggarnath- 
ganj in the Mymensingli district; it is therefore probable that thefts were committed 
about that time in that neighbourhood by the members of this gang. 

All communications in respect to this property should be addressed to under¬ 
signed, who can arrange for its immediate despatch whenever required. 

B r ordei ', 

Dacca, . p - Bkamley, 

,1 V District Superintendent of Police , 

The 1st March 1904. ' ) ( on special duty). 

List of property found with Nohar who was arrested hi the Qoraklvpur district 
under section 109, Criminal Procedure Code. 



Name of property. 


1 Money in cash ... 

g Farmkliabau rupee „. 


3 Four-anna bits 

4 Two-anua hits 

5 One bug of thread 
0 Pice 

7 Half-pice 

8 Silver bijaet 


9 Piece of kangna of silvot 
10 Ghundis of silver of kara, etc. ,,, 

Silver pieces of taTia _ ... 

Silver pieces (dana) of baju 
Ghuughru of silver ... 

Silver pieces jalidar _ p ..., 

Gold pieces of nath, of kilinki, 
j jliulni and chandak, etc., broken. 
14 j Pieces of chain ... 

Coral, red 90* 



Description of property. 


Of British Government, 

Bearing the name of Emperor Shah 
A lam in Persian. 

British Government. 

With red tapes on both sides. 

Of British empire. 

Ditto. 

Jalidar hearing three points in the 
middle with korah. 

With two Icoraha on two ends 
and broken in the middle. 

One chipti with marks, one plain 
and the other bearing lines in 
long way. 

Two plain and two with marks. 

All broken pieces of jewellery. 
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List of -property found with Nohow who rvas arrested in the Gorakhpur district 
under section 109, Criminal Procedure Code —(concluded). 


Num¬ 

ber. 

Name of property. 


m Weight. 

Number. 

Description of property. 

1G 

17 

18 

Scissor of iron ... 

Kazor ... ... 

Keys .«< 

... 

... * 

1 

1 

7 

English-made with black handle of 
horns, 

Ono made of brass and six of iron, 
all English made and put in a 
ring. 

19 




3 

Tied in ono thread (black). 

20 

21 

Opium 

Mu toll-box 

... 

mashas 

”l 

Tied with one paper- 
Nifcedals. 

22 

Green woodon small box 

... 

... 

1 

With red borders and yellow marks 
showing a bird on tho top. 

23 

Silver ring ... 

... 

4 rnttis ... 

1 

Plain. 

21 

Gold utarua 

_ 

3 „ 

1 

10 cubits long, 18 piralis broad, with 
white and yellow and red flowers 
in baijuj colour tied hi ono white 
cloth. 

25 

Sillt sari ... 



1 

20 

Now naiuaukh ... 

... 

4" yards long,20 
girahs wide. 

1 

Now. 

27 

Slutt of nainsukh ... 

... 

1 

With two black buttons and ilmlar 
on the breast colour (used). 

28 

Dhoti with black border 


4| yards long, 18 
girahs wide. 

1 

(Used). 

29 

Luugota, mark in 

... 

... 

1 

Markin. 

30 

A pi coo of cloth ... 


• •a 

1 

31 

A piece of mar kin ... 



1 

In which all clothes are tied. 

32 

Ticket rail ... 

... 

««« 

2 

3rd class from Phulchari to Benares 
pity, boaring Nos. U00JJ and U0G3 
for 24-12-03, 

33 

Mouoy-ordpr receipt 


•f 

■ 

For Its. () only from iSubarnalchali, 
dated 4-12-04, addressed to U thuio 
Mallaliin, 

84 

25 

Black stone 


affla 


Ono whole in tho middle for strings 

Tawiz of atkdat 

M* 

*»• 

II 

Bearing the sluipo of pan with ono 
hqlo at the top. 

80 

Lota, of kaskut 

•r 

01 bhari8 


Little gorn and flat mouth. 

87 

Kathri (auzui) ... 

»*• 

2 yards long, 1J- 
yards wide. 

|| 

(Used). 

38 

Angauclia, malma} 


cubits long, 18 
girahs wide. 


With borders on all sides (plain). 


List of property found with Atbal Mallah • 


No- 

Name of article. 

Weight. 

Nuipher. 

Description of property. 

1 

Money in cash ... 


IM 

79 


\ 

2 

Eight-anna bits 


IM 

2 



3 

Four-anna bits 


• 0 1 

6 



4 

Two-anna hits 

««„ 

III 

1 

1 

)■ British Govornmont. 

5 

Pico (Lats&hi) ... 

»»* 

M, 

10 



G 

Half-pice (ditto) ... 

M4 


G 



7 

Pico half-anna ... 

U( 


0 


1 

8 

(Jhiti kauri ... 

... 

«»• 

9 

Six plain and 4 kauris with rnriga. 

9 

Coral kachha ... 

M* 

... " 

4 

Plain with holes for stringing. 

10 

Silver hasuli 

M» 

21 bharis ... 


Nukchi with tars tied round on both 






owls. 

11 

! Gold utanpi ... 


4 rattis 


With ono moti in it (plain). 

12 

Silver clmuderhar 

... 

2|f bharis 


With li) flower sting. 

13 

Pieces of Bilvor ... 

... ' 

4 annas (hhari) 

4 

Three plain piooea and ono tar 






turned round like ring. 

14 

i Bali like gold 

... 

3J bharis 

- ■ 

Light got with diamond and flower 






with ring. 

45 

Tawiz of light gold ... 

**» 

3| bharis 

1. - 

Square with koruh, on both sides 






phok, with lah insido. 

10 

Pieces of gold ... 

... 

9 mashas ... 

18 

Throe kilinki with holes and rod- 






dish, 4 jhulni, one piece resembl- 






ing peacock and 10 pieces of 







V 

One tawiz „„ 

... 

4 anna* (bhari) 

mi 







and one silver tawiz strung iu 





Bj 

ono red thread, 

18 

Ono black medicine ... 

Ml 

«*• 

SI 

Eesombling opium. 

19 

Karanja phal 

• »» 


9S m\ 


20 

Dhoti, uainsukk ... 

• «Hb " 

8J- cubitslong^lG 


With holes in it, 


. . ir r . IL , - ril --, -- ~ 


girahs wide. 

■1 

. , ll? 
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List of property found with Atbal mallah —(concluded). 


No. 

Name of article. 

D 

Number. 

Description of property. 

21 

Cbadar ... 


4& cubits long, 2 
cubits wide. 

1 

Cawnpur! with “black chapa pbuls 
on it. 

22 

Chadar of malmal 

t 

... 

5} cubits long, 18 
girabs wide. 

1 

With plain kor on both sides. 

23 

Piece of malmal ... 


5 yards long, 16 
girabs wide. 

1 

New, with black border on one kor-. 

24 

Silk sari ... 

Ml 

9i cubits long, 18 
girabs wide. 

1 

Hasbia and anelial of ordinary 
kalabattn (pure) and flowers of 
kalabattu in uda colour. 

25 

Malmal augaucha ... 

... 

6 cubits long, 16 
girabs wide. 

1 

New ordinary malmal. 

26 

Thread net , h< 

M» 

... 

1 


27 

Brass wheel ... 


••• 

| 

1 

For slipping and turning the thread 
round. 

28 

Plain musahri 



1 

Of ordinary malmal and tapes at 
sewing places. 

29' ' 

Nainsukli 

»*» 

9 cubits long, 20 
girabs wide. 

1 

New. 

30 

Jhalar ... 


4 cubits long ... 

1 

Made of ekranga with jal of black 
thread on the border. 

31 

32 ^ 

Triangular flag 

1 big 

1 8m all »* 


*•• 

1 . 

4 

1 

With black, green, yellow and 
white clothes in it. 

Smaller than the above. 

83 

Flag of broadcloth 

»•• j 

Ml 

1 

In all colours of cloth. 

34 

Handkerchief ... 

• •• 

Ml 

1 

With red mark on it. 

35 

36 

Thread (suta) ... 

Rerand batti 

• • • 

»•» 

**’ 

16 pieces 

12 

i Blue, black, yellow, green, white 
and red. 

37 

Match-box ... 

%** 1 

1 

»M 

1 


.38 

One box containing 41 bnnsia 
(shining angle). 

»»» 

... 


39 

One small tin box with glass 

• •• 

Ml 

1 


40. 

One small box made of lead 


• •• 

1 


41 

Kabza made of brass 


• •• 

1 


42 

Iron lock with key, small size 


II* 

1 


43 

Rope of ... 



1 


44 

45 

Bag of cloth ... 

: Battu of dirty cloth, big size 

»« 


1 

1 

Small size with flowers of different 
colours on it, containing all the 
smaller articles. 

With thread and two parts in it. 

-46 

Handkerchief of white nainsukh... 

IM 

1 ! 

Containing flag, net, and jhalar, etc. 

47 

Bundler (gethribundha) 


Ml 

1 

Made of black cloth, containing all 
the cloth with tape, etc. 


P. BbAMLEY, 

District Superintendent of Po lice, 

(on special duty)* 

* - 

'Notes and Instructions in respect to joint inter-provincial action to be taken in 
connection with the suppression of Gang Dacoities committed in Bengal by 
Bhurs and other criminals from the United Provinces. 

(1) Read file in connection with Bhur dacoities, and specially with reference 
to the Burdwan gang case of 1897-98, in which 37 dacoities were proved to have 
been committed, in which 43 persons {vide Special Inspector’s report of 22nd March 
1902) were concerned* 
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The Special Inspector 
should submit hia revised 
list. Orders might issue 
to make such prisoner-- 

P. R. 
T. 

A. V. K. 

Orders will iasuo to 
P.R. 

xnakethe prisoner -, 

T. 

but this is not enough. 
Govornmont imist be 
moved to transfer them 
when Mr. Bruin ley 1ms 
dcoided which of them ho 
wants transferred. 


B. D—21-11-03. 


Thei'O ia no need to offer 
Eouleswar Singh a 
pardon, vido Inspector- 
General of Police of United 
Provinces’ letter No. 34S. 
C„ dated 27th January 
1904. 

Sent fro Chief Inspector. 


The Inspector-Genoral of 
Police, United Provinces, 
was written to, vide me¬ 
morandum No. 1S508, 
dated 24th November 
1903. 

The Ianpector-General 
of Police, United Provin¬ 
ces’ roply, No 988, dated 
2nd February 1904, 
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Read also tlio list submitted by the Special Inspector (vide bis No. 4165 of 
11th April 1901) containing mention of 10 dacoities committed by 147 persons. 

Read alsd the records of the gang dacoities now under investigation in several 
districts in Bengal in wliioh 67 other names have transpired (vide Special Inspector's 
report on the file). 

(2) Read also, in addition to the above, reports on the following specific cases 
of dacoity in which convictions have beon obtained :— 


1. Kadiliafci, 24 Parganas... 

2. Paskuru, Midoiiporo ... 

3. Dovoke 24-Parganas, ... 

4. Madhpur, ditto ... 

5. Gustia, ditto 
C. Bally, Howrah „. 

7. Mathrupur, Malda 

8. Algupur, Assam 

9. Howrah ... ... 

10. Natungram, Ilooghly,.. 

11. Barrackporo, 24-1’arganas 3rd ,, 1901... 

12. Ballygunge, Calcutta ... 13th October „ ... 


3rd May 1897 ... 

3rd April „ 

8tl> November 1898 
lltli April 1899 
8th October „ 

1st January 1900 
30 th „ 

6th February „ „ 
25th August ,, .. 
19th January „ 


4 convicted 
1 convicted 

1 „ 

G „ 

5 »» 

6 „ 

7 


8 (river dacoity). 
8 

4 
8 


1 discharged 
3 


3 acquitted 


10 untraced. 

10 untraced. 

3 nntraoed. 
1 approver. 
7 un traced. 

6 untraced. 

7 


1 acquitted 


(3) A revised list of the abovo containing full particulars collected up to date 
will now be preparod and sent to Mr. Bramley. Efforts should bo made to fix the 
identity of all persons said to have been connected with the prisoners now serving 
sontonces in the above dacoities. To this end the prisoners now in the Bengal jails 
might be transferred to the prisons in the United Provinces. 


(4) Suggested that Kauleswar Singh, now in jail at Benares serving a sentence 
under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, be offered a pardon if he undertakes to 
give information regarding the identity of the Bhurs concerned in the dacoities now 
under enquiry, or if this be not possible, Mr. Bramley should try and obtain the 
services of other persons in Benares or other districts in the United Provinces who 
may be in a position to assist in this respect. 

(5) The Sub-Inspector and four constables from Benares who are now on 
deputation in Bengal, are to be employed in identification, in locating absconded 
offenders and in collecting evidence in Bengal of associate aud the movements of 
the gangs, &c. 

(6) A list of the absconded offenders in the present gang case, with rewards in 
each case, will be made over to Mr. Bramley for publication in the United Provinces. 

(7) A smart Sub-Inspector of tho Bengal Police will be associated with the 
Benares Police in this enquiry. 

(8) With regard to the registration and surveillance in their homo districts of 
criminals from the United Provinces convicted in Bengal, attention is drawn to the 
case of the Ballia Pulwar Dusadh of 1898-99, when it was found that a large 
number of persons with several previous convictions was not entered in the local 
registers; and as a specific instance of a want of co-operation between the police of 
the two provinces mention may be made of one Mathura, alias Matur Dusadh, 
who, with 17 other Dusadhs of Ballia, has recently been arrested in Malda, and is 
now under trial in the Sessions Court in Mymensingh in connection with about 20 
cases of burglary. This man in 1898-99 was arrosted by the Bengal Police in 
Dinajpur in a similar ease and was made an approver, which fact was duly notified 
to his home district, and therefore it should not have been possible for him to have 
organized another raid into the Lower Provinces. Enquiries should now be made 
whether the Ballia police were aware of the gang's departure, and whether, when they 
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reoeived ittformaiion of their arrest Id Bengal .they brought it to the notice of the 
-Uistrict Superintendent or not. 

. A l ' >l /!! 3,1 l0 ° al g: ‘ D = or a,iSe,ltM registers care should be taken to ascertain 
and record the correct date of departure or return, uoting the number of entry in 
the daily diary thus — 24 ‘ 1 ~ 03 — 15J H 7 , , , . . J 

_ R. 6-2-03—i 2 j i > movoments being communicated without 

Calcutta) 6 ° ffiC8r ^ Griminul Invedti gations, Bengal (Writers 5 Buildings, 

(10) When the criminal portions of the tribes concerned can be satisfactorily 
iscoverec an ocated, the impressions of each member of the criminal portion of the 
mtunmty s lould be obtaiued and recorded in a register in each province. 

in J U) i lD eVeDt ° f PerS0U referred t0 in the above clause being arrested 
! n U “ der SeCti0U 555 Crlmiual ftooedo™ Code, joint action should be 

invariably taken by the police of the two Provinces. 

»^ I “ futUr ' B and until Birther orders all arrests made in districts of Bengal 
M )]\ me “ ber 7 8 ° f the crimiaal communities now being dealt with (e.g. Bhurs 
asa bS| PaSIS ’ ^ sIia B be forthwith communicated to the Officer on 
by the b/d P : Bra f 9 ^ Dis . tricfc Superintendent of Police, address Benares) 

iu the form glyfu Wow •!' “ ^ ^ ° f '“ ^ *“ be WtiMea “ tri P lioate 

No.-_ 

District __ ~~ " ----- 

Ntyne 


Father's name __ 

Residence:—Village- 
Thdua — 
District - 
Date of arrest 


Order may issue accord¬ 
ingly. 

A V. I{. 

Send District Superin¬ 
tendent, Benares, a copy. 

R. D,—21-11-03. 
Copy sent, vide memo¬ 
randum No. 1S-142, dated 
23rd November 1903, 

There should ba such 
lists in both provinses. 

A. V. K. 
This quite at the wind 
up of things, not now. 

A. V. K.—22-11-03. 
N o action seems 
necessary, 

R. D.—21-11-03. 


Brief note of circumstances under which arrested 


Issued by means of 
priutod memorandum 
No. 18437, dated 23rd 
November 1903. 


Date on which F. I. was taken and despatched to Provincial Burean 

Officer in charge, G . I. D. 

In the event of the C. I. Bureau of the United Provinces tracing previous 
convictions, they should, in addition, with the communication to Bengal, inform the 
Special Officer in Benares. 


(13) All District Superintendents in Bengal will receive instructions to the 
effect that all convictions of members of the castes and tribes referred to above shall 
be made in cases coming under sections 109, 110, Criminal Procedure Code, 
and Chapters XII and XVII, Indian Penal Code, and that application be made 
for action being taken by Magistrates and Sessions Courts under section 505 
Criminal Procedure Code, as early as possible. 


Bankipur ; 

The bth November 1903. 


A. V. KNYVETT, 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 

In charge G. I. D., Bengal). 


Memorandum of Instructions for the surveillance of Bhur gangs of burglars and 
thieves, and Bhur absentees from villages in the United Provinces. 

It having been considered advisable to extend the inter-provincial opera¬ 
tions, now in hand, m connection with the mullahs and other river criminals to 
the Bhurs, large numbers of whom annually visit Bengal, the Inspector-General of 
Police has decided to deal with this tribe as a whole, and to specialize the surveillance 
over its criminal members. 




In 1901, the Inspector-General of Police, Bengal (vide his No. 10049, dated 
21st August 1901) circulated lists of Bkurs from the districts marked*, then 
resident in Bengal, and called for particulars regarding the antecedents of each person 
mentioned therein. 

It is presumed that copies of those lists have been kept, and that local surveil¬ 
lance and communication with Bmgal in this matter has since been regularly main¬ 
tained by the districts concerned. Where the lists exist, it now becomes necessary to 
revise and bring them up to date. District Superintendents of Police will, therefore, 
please see that this is done. 

In the event of no list of absentees having been maintained, it is desired that a 
register in the' form given in the enclosure 1, be started in each thana in the districts 
noted above wherein Bhurs are to be found. 

The thana registers should be kept up in vernacular, and the one at headquarters 
in English by a special English-knowing Sub-Inspector, who should be deputed for 
this purpose. In the districts, where such an officer has already been deputed in 
connection with the river-dacoity operations, he can do this work also. 

The object in view in the registration of the absentees is to find out, as far as 
possible, their exact whereabouts in Bengal, in order that their surveillance by the 
police in that Province may be ensured whenever this may be desirable. Careful 
local enquiries with the assistance of Mukhias and panohayet ohaudhris should, 
therefore, be made in each village and the results noted in column 11, 

No sooner is reliable information received as to where an absentee is residing in 
Bengal (or elsewhere), no time should be lost in the despatch of Bonn A, informa¬ 
tion sheet, in the cases of those who may have been previously convicted or may 
locally have been known as persons of bad character. All chaukid&rs in villages 
where Bhurs reside should therefore receive instruction to report the arrival and 
departure of persons of this caste at their police-stations without the least delay. 
By this means, it will soon be possible to keep in touch with Bhur oriminals in both 
provinces, and as it is proposed to start systematic aotion in Bengal under sections 109- 
110, Criminal Proceedure Code, against Bhurs of unsatisfactory character resident 
in or visiting that province, it is desired that special care be exercised in acquiring and 
recording full particulars of the character and antecedents of absentees, since the 
police of their home districts will be called on to furnish information and evidence, 
when this may he forthcoming, in such j>roseoutions under the bad livelihood 
sections as may hereafter be instituted against such persons in Bengal. 

In respect to local crime committed by these people, there is every reason to 
believe that Bhurs are expert burglars and thieves who work systematically in 
gangs, composed mostly of oaste-fellows, though in some instances it has oome to 
light that persons of other castes are for the purposes of committing crime, associated 
with the Bhurs as well. It has, therefore, become necessary to specialise the 
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surveillance, and it is accordingly directed that no efforts be now spared to ascertain 
the gangs in each district, and to enter the same thana by thana in a second register 
which will be called the Gang Register (as per enclosure II), and shall be written up 
in the same manner as laid down for the Absentee Registers, with this addition that 
Court Inspectors will be responsible that all cases in which the “ association of these 
persons for criminal purposes may have come to light in the course of individual 
trials are carefully noted from time to time in the Gang Register. 

The object in view in the preparation and maintenance of these Gang Registers 
is the systematic and careful collection in a concise and convenient form of all facts 
and evidence which may from time to time be forthcoming not only in respect to the 
constitution and organization of the gangs themselves, hut of their supporters and 
receivers as well, which, when sufficient and complete, should enable local authorities 
to deal with each registered gang under sections 400 or 401, Indian Penal Code, as 
the case may be, and the registered supporter and receivers under section 110, 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

The question of the surveillance of the supporters, receivers, and patrons is even 
a more important item in this scheme thau the prosecution of individual members of 
the registered gangs. There is a tendency to deal with the latter to the exclusion of 
the influential man who works behind the scenes and who is in fact at the root of the 
evil. 

Attention may here be drawn to the et Note on Registers VIII, X and Xa, 
and information sheets A and B with reference to crime against propertyrecently 
issued by the Inspector-General of Police. If the orders contained therein are care¬ 
fully complied with and station officers exercise sufficient energy and maintain a 
close watch over all persona affected by these orders, and if the information regarding 
the house-breaking and thieving gangs is further specialized and carefully attached 
in the form desired, it should be possible, within a reasonable time, to produce 
Satisfactory evidence against any given gang as a whole, and thus deal a severe blow 
to criminal associations of the type now being dealt with. 

Assuming that the correct names have been ascertained, it follows that the 
majority at all events, already appear in Registers X and Xa and VIII, which will 
contain full particulars and details of the relationship, antecedents, and movements of 
each individual. The entries in the gang register should, therefore, only be of the 
nature of an Index to such evidence, documentary or other, which may have been 
.acquired in respect to— 

■a) Each individuals connection with, the remainder of the gang ; 

(2) the movements of the gang, as a whole, and 

(8) habit, as shown by the aggregate of acts, recorded against the gang, and 
which can be proved to have been committed in pursuance of a common plau of action. 

To sustain a conviction on a charge under section 401, there must be 1st, proof 
.of association ; 2nd, proof that the association was for the purposes of habitual theft, 
and that habit should be proved by an aggregate of acts. 

The first requirement will be obtained in— 

[a) By a comparison of the movements of the individual member of each gang 
as recorded in the Gang Register. 

,(b) By the information received and recorded from time to time as to members 
of gangs having been seen or found together under circumstances which 
preclude all chances of their having met for any purpose other than the 
commission of crime- ; 

^o) By identification by persons who saw them in company with other mem¬ 
bers of the gang at the time of the commission of offence. 

(d) By evidence contained as to the active participation in the defence of 
associaties under trial, <&c., when no legitimate reason for the same existed. 

|e) By the seizure of correspondence which can be proved to have taken place 
between individuals and from which a common association is disclosed, 

£8a 
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(/) By the evidence of approvers, &e., &c. 

In the second instance the proof required will be of a statistical naturo, corro¬ 
boration being obtained from the records of each individual case included in the 
aggregate. 

It is specially necessary therefore that none but the right names aie entered m 
the Gang Register, since the entries made therein will have to be proved in Court, 
each such entry should be carefully signed by the officer entering tho same. The 
whole secret of success lies in the care and watchfulness exercised in tho surveillance 
of local criminals combined with careful and painstaking investigation of eases in 
which it is known or suspected that professional criminals are concerned. 

Zamindars, mukhtars, panchayat chaudhrios, beat constables and village cLuuiki- 
dars should therefore be encouraged to acquire and communicate information in this 
respect, and good service rendered should be promptly and appropriately rewarded. 

In addition to Bhurs, this system will be found efficacious in dealing with such 
similar criminal communities as the Palwar Dusadli, Chain mullahs, Basis, <fec., and, 
I am desired to ask that the collection of information and the preparation of tho 
Absentee and Gang Register be taken in hand as soon as convenient. 

By order, 

P, BliAMLEY, 

District Superintendent of Police 

(on special duty). 


Benares, 

The 21th November 1903 . 


Copy forwarded to Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General of Police, 
Bengal, for information of Inspector-General of Police, Lower Provinces. 

P. Brameey, 

District Superintendent of Police 

(on special duty). 


A copy of the notes and instructions in connection with tho joint inter-provin¬ 
cial action to ho taken in respect to the suppression of gang daooitios committed in 
Bengal by Bhurs and other criminals from the United Provinces is also forwarded 
for information. 

By order, 

P. Bramley, 

District Superintendent of Police, 
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Enclosure II. 
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APPENDIX VII 


BiRWlRS. 

CONVICTION ROLLS AND STATISTICS. 
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APPENDIX VII-i: 


Conviction boli t) Gonda. district. 



Statement of conviction slips received in the Gonda district from districts in Bengal from 1st January 1900 to 1st October 1903. 
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Patna ... „ t f Pulalii alias Sita Ram, son of Kalpi, Bar war of V. 
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Statement of conviction slips received in the Goncla district from districts in Bengal from 1st January 1900 to 1st October 1903—(continued). 
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Dated Sultfoipur, the 25th March 1904. 

JSTo. 420/B-I. XVIII, dated 24th March 1904. 

From— Islam-ul-lah Khan, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

Sultfinpur, 

To—P. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, (on special duty) 7 

Benares. 

SxE,— With reference to your demi-official dated 19th February 1904, I have 
the honour to forward a statement showing the number of Barwars residing in this 
district from which it will appear that out of 135 males 50 are ex-convicts and of 107 
boys 26 have been convicted before. All these persons, who reside in different 
villages in different police stations, aro of different castes but most of them are 
brahmins. 

There is no doubt that they are addicted to commit thefts only by day time and 
for that purpose they generally leave their villages for other places in those and 
other provinces and never give correct account of their movements. From their 
character, number of convictions and constant absence from homo, it is deemed neces¬ 
sary to have them proclaimed under the Criminal Tribes Act, but from the detail given 
in the column of remarks of the statement it would appear that out of the total num¬ 
ber, 44 are zamindto, 75 cultivators and only 18 have no special occupation. Their 
means of livelihood are fairly adequate, and if they give up their habits of thieving 
and take interest in improving their cultivation, they are expected to become more 
prosperous in earning their honest living. 

These so-called Barwars are not of any special caste or tribe—boys of any caste 
from brahmins down to chamavs—who commit thefts in the day time are locally colled 
“ Barwars/’ which is only their secondary and not primary avocation ; in some families 
some membors are of good character, while some become thieves ; therefore it will be 
a great difficulty in specifying the families to whom the provisions of the act should 

apply- 

Apparently for these reasons no proposals for the proclamation of these persons 
had ever been submitted before. 

For the present to keep these persous in proper cheek I would propose to start 
a special register in each police station, where they reside, in which their movements 
should be noted and information sheets A be issued for the absentees. Their finger 
impressions should also be taken so that they can easily be traced out if they 
change their names, etc ; in other places and on arrest could be dealt with thereunder 
section 109, Civil Procedure Code. 

When they return home and fail to give correct accounts of their whereabouts, 
they should be prosecuted here under section 110, Civil Procedure Code. 

I agree with Mr. Islam-ul-lah Khan that it would be hard on the respectable 
Barwars to apply the Criminal Tribes Act. 

Though apparently the number of convicts among the Barwars is very large, the 
number of respectable citizens is also large, and would be demoralizing to them to bo 
proclaimed. I agree with Mr. Islam-ul-lah Khan as to the steps he proposes to take 
to keep the bad characters in check, and consider that if such action were taken 
energetically, the evil would be removed. 

D. L. Johnson, 

Deputy Commissioner, 

The 2 5th March 1904. 
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islam-ul-lmi khan. 

District Superintendent of Police, 
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IIatidoi : 

2 8th February 1904. 

My deab Beamley, 

With reference to your demi-official dated 19th February 1904, I amse nding 
you the statement asked for, from which it will be seen that there are 101 Barwar 
families in this district scattered over 8 villages and 2 hamlets in two police circles 
(police circle Ilardoi 6 villages and 2 hamlets with G5 families ; police circle Saudi 
2 villages with 3G families) with a total of 530 souls. Counting minors as those of 
14 years and under, them are 18G adult males of whom 151, or 81 per cent, have 
convictions and 145, or 78 per cent, are absent including six known and two believed 
to be in j ail. There are G11 convictions on record against these 145 males, or an average 
of 4 convictions per man and 508, or 83*2 per cent, convictions were obtained in other 
districts, chiefly’- in Bengal, but also in some districts in these provinces such as Agra, 
Aligarh, <&c. 

The majority of these Bar wars are Lodlis (known locally as Kissans), but there 
aro also a few families of Tliakurs, Kahvars and other castes amongst them. The 
Barwars rarely bring any stolen property with thorn on their return from their dep¬ 
redations but freely use the post, office for remitting the proceeds of their ill-begotten 
gains by money-order or in G. C. Notes ; almost all transactions are carried out through 
the post office at Bawan, a largo village in the Hardoi circle, round which the 
viliagos in which the Barwars reside are grouped. 

2. No proposals appear to have ever boon submitted for the proclamation of 
these Barwars. 

3. Both the Deputy Commissioner and myself are of opinion that they should 
be proclaimed as there is scarcely any other way of keeping a check on them and 
preventing them from going to other provinces and districts to carry on their thiev¬ 
ing operations. In the district they are particularly well behaved and give the 
police no trouble or anxiety, so that it is difficult to apply the bad livelihood sections 
to them. 

I shall be glad to know whether you will yourself submit proposals for bringing 
the Barwars under the operations of the Criminal Tribo3 Act, or whether it is likely 
that the Inspector-General of Police will call for proposals on receipt of your report. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. J. W. BELLAIK8. 

























Statement showing cvi -m incility of Lodh Btirwciv fciwiilie s residing in the TLo.rd.oi district. 

Strength of gang. ! J Record, of convictions. j Absconders or absentees. 

Village in which —- 7 - Tcial of --—- <rotol '___ 
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The 28 th February 1904, 3, Officiating District Sttpcrwtondeni of Police t 
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APPENDIX VI1-4. 

Confession under section Mil, Civil Procedure Code . 


King-Emperor versus Sita Ram. 

Charge—section 114, Civil Procedure Code,, 


Confession of Dalla, son of Samairi, casto Lodh, prnieH-uon cultivation, ngo * 
87 years, residence mauza Muthra Gayanpurwa, police .station and district ITariloi,. 
recorded before mo, a magistrate 1st class on 191.U Match IUO.j - •( hi h. A—* 

I live in Gayanpunva. Hadda, Ghafcra and Moti BurwarH live in tho Hardin 
district, and used to come to Sita Ram, munshi «d the poHRofiiee, When Sita Ram. 
was in the Sandi post-ollico I was there also. I mod to go to the. ha/.ur and sit and 
see thorn. I was acquainted with them. Sita Ram was transferred in Sunuigluil. 
The throe Barwars were going towards Calcutta and Rangoon. Sita Ram said to 
them, how he could; inform them. They told him. to write t>» Dal la, and he will 
inform them; the notes, etc., wo have wo-will bring to you. In Anar Kila Rum wrote 
to me, that to inform Iladda if lie had any property, to bring it to him ; it Would hm 
sold. Hadda, Chatra and Mot* had brought stolen notes from Calcutta. 1 gave him * 
tlio letter to Hadda, be told me that ho had notes, and that I should accompany 
to the Babu. I came with the three men to Sauaighat, they gave I,ho Babu •! notes. 
Hadda gave them ;,the notes were each for IN. 100, The Balm gave Hadda 1»V. I,f>0, 
Hadda told him that he should Bond the halanoa by money-order to him or to Haifa,. 
Then we-returned, to Gayanpunva from Snnaighat. AO or 10 days 1 receive t 
money-order for IN. 59"; it was sent by Babu Sita Ram. I too It it and gave it h>. 
Hadda. The postman told mo that two-money-orders had also corun for Hadda ns 
also for Moti and Chattra. I came twice with Iladda, JMoti mid Chaffm to- 
Saniaghai. Sita Ram askod me by registered letter whether l g-d nil tlm tummy or 
not. Hadda replied that he had. 

On my return tho2nd timo from Siinaiglmt the money-order for IN. 5t) was 
sent to mo by the Babu. Before this - a money-order was received by Hadda. The 
Babu took 2 5°/o. On the first occasion wlum wo came to Sauaighat we hud 1 union, 
and on the second occasion wo had 2 notes. After our return Urn first time Hadda 
received the money-order after 15 days. When wo returned the second time from 
San nigh at I got tboMoncy Ordor after 20 or 25 days. On our tut visit iw Hunaiglmt 
w.o-saw the Babu the sooond day aftor our arrival. I am also a Barwar, 

Road and admitted—19-3-1908. 

I am a thief ancl an accomplice in the thefts of those notes, I dRuloso all tlm 
particulars of my thieving and those of my brethren without fern*, and on ihR 
condition the court has just now granted mo a pardon. I will not eoimmd any 
thing. In these notes I got a proportionate share. Four of us amimmnUMmd in it, 
*•«■>(!) Chattra, son of Changa, (2) Moti, son of Bukta, (») Hnihin, fulh.w’H name, 
unknown ancl the fourth is.myself. The- Babu got 25 per cent, f„r hi« Hi are. 

(Bd.) Mohammad Asstw Khan, 

Deputy Mu aid rate, 

19 th March 1903. 

(True translation)r— 

(-Sd.) Mohammad Amt Khan, 

Deputy Collector, 

7th March 1904. 


Copy of a Utter No. 1S30/J5TW-49-1, dated Olh June 1901, from 11. h. 

Johnstone, Esq C.8., Deputy Oommimcner, Sultdnpur, to tlte Commie- 
g%oner, Fyzabad Division . 

X have the honour to report that on Saturday I convicted Site Ram, aub-po^t- 
mastor '< under aopanswa" under section 411, Indian Penal Code, i„ respoM of a 
stolen ourrenoy note for Rs, 100. 



( 213a ) 

2. - The trial revealed his complicity with a gang of Hardoi Barwars. Appa¬ 
rently the modus operandi was as follows :—-The Barwars having obtained posses¬ 
sion of stolen notes, one of their number would go to the post-offico when Sita Ram was 
sub-postmaster and send money-orders to others of their gang, tendering the stolen 
notes in payment. On one occasion Sita Rani received eight notes of a hundred 
rupees each in one day from two persons and despatched money-orders aggregating 
Rs. 425 only. So that each sender apparently went in and out of the post-office 
sending a money-order, tendering a note and receiving change, to return and repeat 
the process a little later; that these eight notes were stolen is only conjectural as I 
have not been able to trace them as reported stolen, hut the manner of passing them 
makes it practically certain that they were. Sita Ram admitted that he took the notes 
without question and omitted the ordinary precautions of a business man. He also 
suggested that he was not the only offender in the Postal department by laying his 
finger on a transaction of the Dliamur post-office in this district. In this case a 
thousand rupee note was tendered in payment of money-orders for Rs. 433, 400 and 
157 respectively to be sent to Hardoi Barwars. I have called the attention of the 
Inspector of post-offices to this transaction. 

3. The Inspector of Post Offices in his evidence stated the number of cur¬ 
rency notes received in Sita Ram’s offices was out of all proportion on the general 
average. te In many post-offices a hundred rupee note is not taken for years.” 

4. I think, however, that the matter should be brought to the notice of the 
Postmaster-General and the Inspector-General of Police. 

No. 4866/A 7 F/I7—49-2 dated 9th June 1904. 

Copy forwarded to the Inspector-General of Police, United Provinces, for 
information. 

(Sd.) R. E. Hamblin, 

Commissioner. 

Memo, dated 21st June 1904. 

Copy forwarded to Mr. Bramloy, District Superintendent of Police, Benares, 
for information. A copy of the judgment in tho case was scut to him in March last. 

By order, 

(Sd.) T. B. McLaughlin, 

Superintendent. 

.For L. M. Kaye, 

Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General 

of Police, United Provinces. 


i 
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APPENDIX YIII. 


Bareilly : 

The 1 6th March 1904. 


My dear Bramley,. 

In reply to your demi-official, dated the 19th ultimo, I report as below « 

(1) The Daleras of this district are not proclaimed under the Criminal Tribes 
Act. Some proposals were submitted to the Government for the 
proclamation of these Daleras in the year of 1890, but the reply was 
received in the negative. The file has been weeded out. 

{%) There is no doubt that they are professional thieves with habits similar- 
to those of the Barwdrs of Gonda,, and in 1893 punitive police 
consisting of one head constable and 4 constables was quartered on 
the village of Gurgaon on account of the lawless character of the 
Daleras. To ensure adequate sentences and more effective surveil¬ 
lance, in my opinion it is necessary to proclaim them under the 
Criminal Tribes Act. 

(3) The statement asked for is annexed herewith,. I have consulted the District 
Magistrate on the above points and he is. also of the same opinion. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALEX. MURRAY, 

District Superintendent of Police. 

Gurgaon: has a bad record. I agree in the main with the proposal,, 
but doubt whether the percentage of those convicted to the total population i3 enough,, 
to brand them, under the Act. I have not the books with me to consult. 

A. W. McNAIR, 

The 1 6th March 1904, 
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APPENDIX VIII. ^ 

• Bareilly District. 

Statement of conviction slips received in the Bareilly district from, districts in Bengal from lsi January to 1st October 1908. 
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Bareilly District. 

Statement of conviction slips received in the Bareilly district from districts in Bengal from 1st January to ls£ October 1903_(c 
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B MURPHY, District Surjoerintendent of Police. 
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Sir,—I beg to submit the statement of population and conviction and 
extract of gang register of Chain Mallahs of police'station Musaila, district Gorakhpur, 
and regret that I was unable to make my personal enquiry about their history, 
criminality and relationship. 

These Chain Mallahs have settled on the zamindari of Oudh Beh'ari Rai, Ram 
Peyarey Rai, Kandhaiya Rai, Raghubar Rai and Dwarka Rai. As regards those 
of village Sanjhwar, the station officer reports that it is said that they have 
been in this village for 60 or 70 years, bub those of village Sikrauli came originally 
from village Baharivva, police station Ubhaon, district Ballia, nearly 8 or 10 years 
ago, and settled there. 

As regards their means of livelihood it is reported that they do nothing but 
commit crimes concerning property. 

Till now there has been no proper system of surveillance over them and there¬ 
fore they have been at liberty to go wherever they like, and the chaukiddr of the 
.village, who is under the influence of the zamlnddrs who derive benefit from them 
cannot properly watch their movements. 

They generally go out in the beginning of the rainy season and return if not 
caught at the time of committing offences in the end of winter season. 

They have gob relations and associates in villages Baharwa, Pindiri, Chandayer, 
police station Ubhaon, district Ballia, and also in Baijnabhpur of the Janakpur estate. 

I have the <&c., <&c., 

IQDAR HUSAIN, 

8ub”Ins]pector, 

Gorakhpur^ 

3rd March 1904. 
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APPENDIX VIII. 

Meturn showing the population, conviction and absence of Ohain MalUAs of police station Musaila, district Gorakhpur. 
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APPENDIX IX (1). 

Extract of Gang Register of Chain Mallahs of Police Station Musaila, Gorakhpur District. 
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Extract of Gang Begister of Chain Mallahs of Police Station Musaila, Gorakhpur District— (continued). 
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Extract of Gang Register of Chain Mullahs of Police Station Musaila, Gorakhpur District— (continued). 
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Extract of Gang Register of Chain Mallahs of Police Station Musaila, Gorakhpur District— (concluded). 
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List of Mallahs, residents of Muttra district, whose convictions have been verified —(continued). 
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Serial nuin- 


( 287a ) 



APPENDIX IX (4). 

List of Mallahs of the Agra district who are absent from their homes. 


Name of police Name with parentage 
station. of Mallahs. 


Residence. 


Details of previous 
convictions. 


Tajganj 


4 Ditto 


8 Firozabad 


10 Ditto 

11 Ditto 

12 Bah. 

13 Fatehabad 


14 I Ditto 


15 Ditto 


16 Ditto 


Ex-conoids and Suspicious Characters. 


j Shamshabad ... Ram Chand 


2 Ditto 


Village Humayun- 
pur. 


fl. Farukhabad, 29fch December 
I 1889, 380, I. P. 0., 1 year. 

2. Agra, 14th March 1899, 110, 

Hnlasi,son of Eahari Village Nagla Pewa, ' C. P. C., 1 year. 

mazra Dhanda- 3. Cawnpore, 26th May 1901, 
ptira. 109, C. P. C., 1 year. 

I 4. Bankipur, 27th August 1903, 
L 110, C. P. C., 1 year. 


Neksa, son of Ram Ditto 
Lall. 


5 Ditto •*. Kalla, eon of Ram Ditto 

Box. 


1. Fatehpur, 17th May 1902, 
\ 451, I. P. G., 10 stripes. 

v2. Darhbanga, 7th Nov. 1902, 
) 110, C. P. C., 1 year. 


1. Darhbanga, 7th November 
1902,110, C. P. C., 1 year. 


Rupa, alias Dallu, Village Garhi 1. Cawnpore, 23rd May 1901, 

son of Bhullan. Bangash, mazra 379, 1. P. C-, 10 stripes. 

Dhandapura. 


... Tota Ram, son of 
Jawahir. 

... Tika, son of Daya 
Ram. 

... Thakuri, son of Tika 
Ram. 

... Deojita 

... Tundi 

... Chidda, son of Pern 
Raj. 

Bhullan, son of Moti 


Village Nagla 

Udaiya. 

Ditto 


Village Usmanpur.. 


Village Kakreli. 


Village Faziatpura, 
police station 
Malpurs; present 
village Kakreli, 
police station 
Fatekabad. 


A suspicious character. 


Bad characters. 


... Sohba Ram, son of 
Bhoja. 


Balwanta, alias 
Mohan Lall, son 
of Genda, alias 
Kuan re Lall. 


Village Kakreli 


Village Kakreli 


- e 

... c 

b 


Agra, 2lst Jane 1883, 380, 
I. P. C., 4 months. 

Agra, 2nd April 1890, 380, 
I. P. C., 6 months. 

Agra, 13fh January 1900, 
379, I. P. C.j 20 stripes. 
Monghyr, 18th February 
1902, 379,1. F. C,, 6 months 
and 15 stripes. 

379 

Agra, 20th June 1903, g-, 

I. P. C., li year. 



At Samarwati 
station be- 
yond Aj¬ 
mer. 


Said to he in 
Delhi. 

Said to be in 
Calcutta. 
Said to bo in 
E t a w a h 
district. 


17 Fat eh aba d 

18 Ditto 


19 Ditto 


20 Ditto 


Bhura, son of Hulasi 
Banga, alias Par am 
Snbh, son of 
Mohan. 

Ram Chand, son of 
Ghasi Ram'. 

Bholu, son of Ghasi 
Ram, 


Village Kakreli. 
Village Bamrauii. 


Village Bamrauii 


Village 

Chetaria. 


1. Agra, 18th August 1898, 380, 
I. P. C., 3 months. 


06a 








Serial'number. 


( 238a ) 

List of Mallahs of the Agra district who are absent from their homes — (concluded^. 


Serial num¬ 
ber. 

Name of police 
station. 

Name with parentage 
of Mallahs. 

Residence. 

Details of previous 
convictions. 

Remarks. 





f\. Agra, 23rd August 1900, 379, 






\ I. P. C., 1 year. 


21 

Fatehabad 4 .. 

Bid ha, son of 

Village Nagor 

) 2. Darbhanga, 3rd November 




Pershadi. 

Chand. 







/ 1902, I. P. C., 2 years. 




Absconded Offenders. 




22 

Bah 

Thani, alias 

Village Bateshar ... 

.«« 

Wanted under 



Kanakia, son of 



section 457, 



Lachhman. 



I. p. c. 

23 

Ditto 

Bibari, alias Biharia, 

Village Bateshar 

... 

Wanted under 



son of Najla. 



section 457, 




& 


I. P. C. 

24 

Danki ... 

Patti Bam, alias 

Village Nagla 


Wanted under 



Patgi, son of 

Beliari. 


section 379 , 



Oovinda, 



I. P. C. 

25 

Itimadpur 

Uinrao, alias Baldeo 

Village Bateshar, 


Wanted under 

j 


son of Chhidda. 

police station 


sections 457 




Bateshar. 


and 224, 






I. P. C. 



1 

r 

, 

Village Bateshar 








i 






Bateshar. 

i 


26 

Ditto 

Kondan, alias Sri 



1 




Kishen, son of 

I 


Y 

Wanted under 

1 


Reoti. alias 


Village Ruptias 

1 

sections 457 



Jawahir. 


police station 

I 

and 224, 





Shikohabad, dis- 

1 

1. P. C. 



u 

trict Mainpnri. 

J 



Agba: 

Tie 2m March 1904. 


] 


M. C. TWEEDIE, 
District Superintendent of Police. 


Statement of convictions against Mallahs residing in the Mainpuri district obtained in districts 

in Bengal. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


mm 

■ 

Eesidence. 

Record of convictions. 

■ 

Parentage. 

Village. 

Police station. 

Offence. 

Date. 

District. 

Bijla 

Budha ... 

Chunni Dal 

Durgi ... 

Shib Lai... 

Durjan ... 

M a n d y a n 
Maharaj. 
Garbi Dalat. 

Mandyan ... 

Sirsaganj, 

Do. ... 

Do. ... 

Section 414, I, 
P. C. 

Section 379, I« 
P. C. 

Section 379, 1. 

P. C. 

19th December 
1900. 

8 tb Jone 1895. 

25th Febru ary 
1897. 

Etawah ... 

Agra. 

Do. 

Sira ... 

Eadhay ... 

Naglakona ... 

Do. ... 

Section I. P, 

15th May 1897 

Do. 

Khnba ... 

Pasmi 

Mandyan ... 

Do. 

C. 

Section 379, I. 
P. C. 

27th November 
1900. 

Et&wah. 

Manohar.., 

Eadhay ... 

Nagla Eone„, 

Do. ... 

B 457 , „ 

Section I. P, 

15th May 1897 

Agra. 

Baldeo .»• 

1 

Radho 

Ditto ... 

Do. ... 

c. 

c .. 457 y 
Seetion ~, I. P. 

OJ.1 

C. 

15th May 1897 

Do. 


Remarks, 


Column for “ con* 
victed in other 
Presidenci es” 
in the state¬ 
ment submitted 
on 25th Jan* 
nary 1904 in* 
eluded all con¬ 
victions of the 
districts other 
than Mainpuri 
as well as of 
other Provinces, 


MainpPbi : 

2§th February 1904. 


} 


E. JONES, 
Circle Inspector, 
For District Superintendent of To (ice, Main-pun. 




















Serial number. 
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APPENDIX IX (5). 

List of Mallahs of the Mainpuri district absent from their homes. 



Residence. 

Village. 

Police station 

District. 


1 Karain, Manphool, Mallah Gulaka Mazra 
Mathri, Tota and Suraj- 
pal. 


2 Qobinda ... 


3 Sobha Ram,, 


Ajeeta 


1® Budba 


Do. K 


Do. I Dhimer Tala 


4 Lai Sukha and Ojlia ... Do. 


5 Ram Pershad,. Randbir, Do. 

Gobind, Piarey, Hans 
Raj, Knnshal, Ajeet, 
Kancban and Roshan. 

S Agarjifc ... <>t Do. 

7 Poonna and Natba ... Do. 


9 Brij Lai ,,, 


10 Khuta 


11 Nait Ram 


12 Mohan Lai.. 


1® Debi, Lachman Moolao, Do. 
Ranjit Bakhia and 
Toonda. 


44 Kundan ... ... Do. 


... Do. 


Mazra* Prawar 

Do. ... 

Mabhipura ... 

Do. ... 

Mandyan Sunder 

Do. ... 

Mandai Khoord 

Do. ... 

Ranjit-ka-pura 

Shikohabad 

Mandyan Soo- 

Do. ... 

kboo. 

i 

i 

Mazra Abaspur 

i 

| Do. 

N. Sunder 

Do. ... 

Harha 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Do. ... 

Makbipur ... 

Sirsaganj... 


Mainpuri., 


Do. 



MaINPUEI : 
Sm March 1904. 


H. L. WEBSTER, 

Diiirict Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri. 
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APPENDIX IX (7). 

Selections from reports, notes and correspondence. 

(a) Note regarding Mr. Warner’s report; dated 26th May 1399. 

(b) Note by Mr. H. deB. Ross, District Superintendent of Police, regarding 

Muttra Mallahs. 

(c) Note by Mr. C. E, W. Sands, District Superintendent of Police, regarding 

Muttra Mallahs and correspondence regarding arrest of Muttra Mallah 
gang in Calcutta on 11th April 1904. 

( d ) Note on Agra Mallahs by Mr. M. Tweedie, District Superintendent of 
1 Police, and Court Inspector S. N. Banerji. 

( e } Note by District Superintendent of Police, Mainpuri. 


APPENDIX IX (7a). 

20SI 

re -Ballia District Chain Mallahs See No. g 3 _- g , dated Camp Sunbarsa, the 26th 
May lS99,/rom H. R. Warner, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 
Ballia, to the Inspector-General of Police , North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh, Naini Tal. 

S. S. No. 20 (enclosure) in file No. 63—XI/5. 


APPENDIX IX (7b). 

Wandering Gangs or Criminals. 

The following memorandum by Mr. 0. deL. Ross, Superintendent, Railway 
Police, on the Mallahs of the Muttra district, is published for general 
information. 

Mr. L. C. Porter, Magistrate and Collector of Muttra, whilst inspecting 
the Shergarh police station of that district, had his attention drawn to the Mallahs 
of Muttra, and wrote the following remarks in his inspection note of the 18th January 
1900 :—“ There is a curious colony of Mallahs at Siugara and Chawagarhi. They 
make a living entirely by looting in Bengal. A Thakur who finances them has a 
shop ostensibly for cloth selling at Calcutta, and the Mallahs visit him there and 
loot right and left. He remitted home Rs. 1,500 lately. One was arrested lately at 
the Mfigh Mela and identified here. The Calcutta police should be communicated 
with, and full particulars given them about Daulatta (the Thakur in question)." 

Subsequently the Inspector-General of Police, in his administration report for 
the year ending 31st December 1 899, remarked on the Chain Mallahs of the Ballia 
district and their connection with Bengal and Muttra. Enquiries were accordingly 
instituted in the Muttra district, which resulted in the following particulars of these 
people being obtained : — 

The Mallahs of the Muttra district are to be found in the police circles of 
Muttra, Mahaban, Rayah, Brindaban, Mat, Surir, Nohjhil, Majhoi, and Shergarh. 
They call themselves Th&kurs, and state they have no relationship or connection 
with Dhimfirs and Kah&rs, and believe they were formerly residents of the Ballia 
district, but that nothing is now known b 3 r them as to when this was or when their 
ancestors first came to Muttra. Certain of the Mallahs say their forefathers came 
to Muttra more than a century ago from Delhi and Gurgaon, and there are still 
several of their castefellows in those districts, some of whom are zamindars; but the 
Muttra Mallahs, whether originally from Ballia or elsewhere, deny any connection 
with the present Mallahs of Ballia, whom they look down upon as their inferiors 
owing to the Ballia Mallahs taking service as, and doing the work of, Kahars. 

61a 
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The Mallabs of Muttra cannot be said to be a professional criminal tribe; in 
places they are engaged in cultivation, as found in several small naglas of the 
Nohjhil and Majhoi police circles; but those of the Shergarh, Surir, Mat, and 
Rayah police circles have adopted the profession of pick-pockets (uthaigiri ) and 
engage in this occupation at all large melas as well as in cities and towns. 

As far as it could be ascertained, certain Mallahs have followed this calling for 
years and do nothing else, but beyond petty thieving they are said to commit no 
serious crime or burgalaries, and for the purpose of uthaigiri visit all the large 
fairs in these provinces, such as those at Allahabad, Hardwdr, Garhmuktesar, and 
exploit the Panjab as well. Their greatest success, however, is met with in Bengal, 
where they say they have greater opportunities and less difficulties to meet. 

The Mallahs of the Agra and Aligarh districts are also said to follow the same 
calling. No particular “slang" expressions or language is made use of by them or 
disguise adopted when out on their predatory expeditions. They generally go about 
in small parties of four or five with two or three boys, eaoh party having its recog¬ 
nised leader, who is responsible for the daily expenses of the party as well as for the 
maintenance of the family members of the gang left behind. 

They travel by road as well as by rail, and whilst in cities and towns steal what¬ 
ever they can lay their hands on, and dispose of such things in villages on their way, 
pretending at the time to be starving and in want of money. 

When Mallahs travel by rail they commit petty thefts, mostly pick-pocketing at 
railway stations, particularly when passengers are collected in a crowd round booking 
offices and exit gates, and on occasions as opportunities offer they make themselves 
useful to passengers, promising to look after their things whilst the passenger is 
occupied in purchasing his ticket, the result being that the too confiding traveller 
never sees his things again. It is said that one of the Mallahs sometimes assumes 
the garb of a s&dku and sits at night in a musafirkhdna (passengers’ hall) at train 
time, with smoking materials near him. The other members of the gang appear 
before him as strangers and are given a free smoke. This does not escape the atten¬ 
tion of the by-standers awaiting trains, and they soon join in the circle round the 
friendly s£dhu, enjoying a free smoke, which probably saves bhem one pice, but the 
other Mallahs do not waste their opportunities, and generally manage to relieve 
their unsuspecting victims of some of their possessions. 

In this manner they proceed on their journey to Calcutta, calling themselves 
Th&kurs, or Banias, and never giving their correct re sidences or castes. If one of 
their number should have the misfortune to be arrested, they will make every 
endeavour through monetary means to obtain his release, and, whether successful or 
not, they still proceed on their journey. 

On reaching Calcutta, which they are- familiar with, they rent a small place, 
passing as strangers in search of employment, and, to avoid suspioion being raised as 
to their real calling, their residences are changed very often. 

Whilst in Calcutta they do nothing else but uthaigiri and dispose of their 
stolen goods through certain shopkeepers or kabte who are known to them as 
habitual receivers of stolen property. 

For many years past one Daulta, Thakur of Nagla Nahria, police circle Surir, 
has been in the habit of visiting Callcutta every cold weather, which is the time 
of the year the Mallahs of Muttra are generally to be found there. This Daulta 
takes with him coarse cloths, such as dohars and mirzais, which he sells to the 
labouring classes, and on this pretence starts a shop, thereby assisting the other 
Mallahs in disposing of stolen property. The Mallahs of Muttra, it is said, do not 
remit money direct to their homes by" money orders, but to different persons through 
different post offices. s 

Whilst District Superintendent of Muttra I learnt that Daulta purchased a 
phonograph, which he hired out to other Mallahs, who, by means of this instrument 
managed to collect a crowd round them, when the Mallahs busied themselves 
picking the pockets of the gaping and wondering villagers. 
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Nafcha and Barsi, Mallahs of Nagla Nahria, police circle Surir, brought this 
phonograph back to their homes, and gave out that they made their livelihood at 
Calcutta by charging a small price for each tune. 

The Mallahs of Aligarh and Agra are also said to visit the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency. 

The Muttra Mallahs when arrested, whether on the railway or in Calcutta or 
elsewhere, always give their wrong names, castes and residences, and generally get 
off with a light punishment, as few magistrates or police officers consider it neces¬ 
sary to verify their antecedents. I had the finger impressions of the Muttra Mal¬ 
lahs, who were suspected of visiting distant places for the purpose of crime, taken 
and sent them to Calcutta and Allahabad, with the result that few, if any, convic¬ 
tions were reported from Allahabad, but in some instances Calcutta reported five 
or six. 

I found that the greater number of sentences passed in Bengal on Mallahs of 
Mnttra were unknown at Allahabad or Muttra and conseq uently the police of these 
provinces were ignorant of the criminal history of these people, which prevented 
heavy sentences being passed on them, as the mauzawdr registers generally gave 
them a clean record. 


APPENDIX IX (7c). 

Dated Goalando, lith March 1901. 

From — Percy Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, 

(on special duty ) } 

1 J o —Bi. D’O. Bignell, Esq., Commissioner of Police , Calcutta. 

Notes. Reply. 

Demi-official. Demi-official. 

Dear Mb. Bigjyell, Dear Bramlejt, 


I enclose an interesting note and 
a demi-official from Sands (District 
Superintendent of Muttra 1 ) on a crimiuai 
colony of Mallahs resident there who 
apparently make a speciality of exploiting 
Calcutta. If we can get hold of this lot 
I perceive therein the makings of an¬ 
other very nice gang case for you. 

I am therefore writing to Sands, say¬ 
ing that I will let him know as soon 
as I can exactly say when I will be in 
Calcutta again, and asking him to send 
the informer direct to your house on that 
date with a letter to me. 

For reasons given by Sands it will 
he as well to sit tight about our intention 
at present. 

Will you kindly return the enclo¬ 
sures when done with, and let me know 
at the same time whether you approve of 
my proposals. Address Goalando. 

Yours sincerely, 

P. B. BRAMLEY. 


Many thanks. I fully agree in your 
proposals. I fancy I can put my finger 
on the Muhammadan Inspector. Let me 
know when yon are coming. As far as 
at present arranged my house will be 
full only from the 19 th. to 28th April. 

Your sincerely, 

8th March R. BIGNEitL. 


Muttra : 

The 5th March 1903. 

Demi-Official. 

Confidential . 

My dear Bramley, 

You will see from my demi-offical regarding Mallahs of this district that 
their operations are in a different direction [to the riverside Mallahs, There are 
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21 absent at present from their homes. I am looking out for them, and will bag 
them on their return and run them in at any rate under 110, 0. P. 0. At least 
half of them are probably in Calcutta. 

The name of their pal there is ELira Lai, Brahman, who lives at Bari No. 7 
Gauri Bara (Gola Pari), mahalla Sealdah Station, Calcutta. 

He is said to look after them there ; sometimes to put them up and generally 
to be their patron and receiver. 

If you are going to be in Calcutta I will send down an infbrmer who will 
arrest you the men if they are in Calcutta. 

It is whispered that there is a Muhammadan Inspector of Police in Calcutta 
who is their “ sarparasb ” and so it is as well to keep the above address to yourself 
till the time is ripe for their arrest. 

Yours sincerely, 

5-3-1904. C. E. W. SANDS. 


Mxjttra : 

The 4)th March 1904„ 

Demi-official. 

My dear Bramhey, 

With reference to your demi-official of the 4th of February, received by 
me on the 9dh idem, I have made the necessary enquiries regarding the Mallahs of 
this district. 


I will before giving my views on the subject deal with the points you suggested 
seriatim. 

(1) The Mallahs of this district make periodical expeditions to Bengal and 

return as they make a good haul, or after the expiration of imprison¬ 
ment they may have undergone in connection with a good haul, when, 
as is usually the case, they were able to secure the property by means 
of accomplices. 

No case has been brought to my notice of any Mallah of this district having 
permanently emigrated to Bengal. 

(2) They travel partly by rail and partly by road, visiting frequently any 

fairs or any of the large cities on the way. down to Calcutta. Once at 
Calcutta they remain there till they have been successful in one or two 
good cases and then return to their home. Neither in going nor in 
coming do they take through tickets, bnb make a series of short journeys, 
partly in view of anything profitable coming in their way en route and 
partly as a precaution owing to the former plague precautions which 
involved the intimation of their movements being sent to their des¬ 
tination which was to them undesirable. On their return to this district 
they generally leave the railway at H&bhras junction, sometimes ab 
Raya and very seldom indeed at Muttra. 

(3) The Mallahs of this district, or rather the criminal Mallahs with which we 

are now concerning ourselves, have been for many generations living 
here. They intermarry with the Mallahs of Gurgaon, Aligarh, Main-* 
puri and Et&wah. 

They have now no connection with the Mallahs of Ballia, though it is said that 
more than 100 years ago one Hira Mallah came from Ballia and started 
the colony at Chamargarhi, police station Shergarh, from which the 
Mallahs in the neighbouring circles have originally come. They do not 
however now intermarry with the Chain Mallahs of Ballia, nor are 
they known as anything else than Mallah . 

(4) There are at present absent from their homes the Mallahs named below: 

all of these are believed to be now in Calcutta. It may be taken 
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for granted that all in the list are of bad character and are absent from 
their home for no other purpose than the commission of crime :■— 


Police station- 

Village. 

Name. 


1. 

Brindaban 

Brindaban 


Lakhna 

... 

Bengal. 

2. 

Mat 

Piprela 


Zarawar ... 


Calcutta. 

3. 

Do. ... 

Do. 


Gobind 


4. 

Do 

Do. 


Bansi 



5. 

6. 

Do. 

Do. 

Kurram 

Do. 


Bhagmal 

Kalian 

... 

Probably Bengal 

7. 

Do. 

Do. 


Hhurey 



8. 

Surir ... 

Naharria 


Natta, son of Nand Kishore 


Calcutta. 

9. 

Do. 

Do. 


Nattoo, son of Gopal 

flf 


10. 

Do. ... 

Do. 


Lekha, son of Nattoo 

— 


11. 

Do. 

Do. 


Lobri, son of Tnlshi 



12. 

Do, 

Do. 


Bansi Char, son of Tika Earn 



13. 

Shergarh 

Nagla Seara 

• M 

Tarsi, son of Udho 



14. 

Do. 

Do. 

,,, 

Mohan, son of Maliak 



35. 

Do. 

Do. 


Bhada, son of Nanda 



16. 

Do. 

Do. 


Kandan, son of Natta 



17. 

Do. 

Cbamargarhi 

... 

Kachera 

U1 

(Bengal). 

18. 

Do. . 

Do. 


Giasia, son of Natta 


„ 

3 9. 

Do. 

Do. 

... 

Bijai Earn, sen of Hira 

Natta, son of Lekba 



20. 

Do. 

Do. 




21. 

Do. 

Do. 


Angua, son of Kurrey 
Chandan, son of Kishora 



22. 

Do. 

Do. 

... 

... 

JJ 


5. They formerly made use of the post Office for remitting money orders 
hut now they bring money themselves. 

6. The local crime committed by these Mallahs is the same as that when 
away—that of uthaigiri. 

They are very expert utkaigirs and work in large gangs, passing on the property 
from hand to hand. In Muttra they lift clothes and articles of value left by pilgrims. 
In Calcutta, Bombay, &c., they do a great deal of “shop-lifting.” The Mallahs of 
Piprela, Kuram, Naheria Nagaria Siuara and Chamaryarhi should be kept under 
surveillance under the Criminal Tribes Act. 

These Mallahs do not concert or work with Mallahs of down country and have 
no connection with them nor with the boats. 

Their operations are not in anyway riverside, and they frequent chiefly large 
towns, notably Calcutta, and to a lesser degree Bombay and any much frequented 
fairs. 


5-3-04. 


Your sincerely, 

C. E. W. SA3HDS. 


Names of men as per list of the District Superintendent of Police, Muttra . 


1. Lakbua 

Mr 

2. Zarwar 

... 

3. Govind 

Ml 

4. Bansi 

1 SB 

5. Bhagmal 

Ml 

6. Kalian 


7. Burey 

• 1* 

8, 9. 10 

*•* 

11. Lohri 

«*< 

12. Bansidhar, son of Tikaram 

13. Tursi 

B.B 

14. Mohan 


15. Bhada 


16. Ktrauan 

M* 

17 and 18 

»*( 

19 and 20 


21 


22 

Ml 


Not in Calcutta. 

... Died. 

Untraeed. 

... Informer knows no one of this name. 

... Last seen by informer in village Adday Brindaban. 

... Ditto ditto. 

... Ditto ditto, 

... Arrested in Calcutta, Howrah, on 9th April 1904. 

... Is said to be iaHazaribagh jail, 

... He is perhaps oar informer, but his father is Bacha. 

*** | Last seen in country. 

... Undergoing trial in a G. Town case. 

... Arrested on 9th April 1904. 

... Nothing known about present whereabouts* 

... In country last seen. 

Is said to be in country. 

... Is said to he in Gargaon. 
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Muttra : 

The 7th April 3904. 


Mr pear Beamley, 

I am sending you herewith Daulafc Ram, Thakur, who is intimately acquainted 
with the Mallahs of the district. With him I have sent Constable Abdul Ghufar 
Khan, who also knows them well. I hope they may be able to help yon and that you 
will get a good bag. 

Your sincerly, 

7-4-1904. C. E. W. SANDS. 


Names of the following men who were captured in Calcutta , dated 9th April 1904. 


1. Pema, son of Kunar Sain, Thakur, 

village Skiamon, police station 
Surir, district Muttra. 

2. Ram Sarup, son of Sobaram, Thakur, 

village Nagaria, police station 
Shergark, distript Muttra. 

3. Natka, son of Nand Kishore, Mallah, 

village Naharia-ka-nagra, police 
station Surir, district Muttra. 

4. Nathoo, son of Gopal, Mallah, village 

Naharia-ka-nagra, police station 
Surir, district Muttra. 

5. Lekba, son of Nathoo, village Naha¬ 

ria-ka-nagra, police station Surir, 
district Muttra. 

6. Hattuh, alias Mulli, son of Bhooree, 

village Naharia-ka-nagra, police 
station Surir, district Muttra. 

7. Kundau, alias Chinwan, son of Neua, 

Mallah, Shearai-ki-nagaria, police 
station Shergark, district Muttra. 

8. Hira, son of Ganga, alias Dhanna 

Bania, Pewan-ka-nagra, police sta¬ 
tion T4jganj, district Agra. 

9. Rupram, son of Bhullan, Mallah, 

Pewan-ka-nagra, police station Tdj- 
ganj, district Agra. 

10. Bhup Singh, son of Kishna, Mallah, 

Pewan-ka-nagra, police station Tdj- 
ganj, district Agra, 

11. Ohheda, son of Kheali, Mallah, Pewan' 

ka-nagra, police station Tdjganj, 
district Agra. 


Arrested at Sealdak, 

Nil. 

Hoogli, section 379, Indian Penal Code, 
5fch January 1901, for 6 months, Seal- 
dab, sectionIndian Penal Code, 
29th January 1902, for ten years. 

He was imprisoned for six mouths in 
Calcutta about 4 or 5 years ago. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

He was wanted. 

Nil. 

Oawnpore, 23rd May 1991, 10 stripes. 
Nil. 

mi. 


^opy of Memo. No, 1237, dated the 1 Sth May 1904, jrom the District Suverin- 
tendent of Police, Howrah, to the Personal Assistant to the Inspector- 
General of Police , Lower Provinces. 

Reference *—This office No. 1080, dated 27th April 1904. 

Subject ,—Trial of Muttra Mallahs, 

In continuation of this office No. 1080, dated 27fch April 1904, on the subject 
of Muttra Mallahs , begs to state that the 9 persons were convicted and ordered to 
execute bond for Rs, 100 and surety for Rs, 100 for good behaviour for one year,in 
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default to rigorous imprisonment for that period under section 109, Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code, on the 10th instant by Deputy Magistrate Babu A. P. Bose. The accused 
having failed to give security have been sent to jail. 


Memo. No. 8153. 

Forwarded to P. B. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police, Benares, 
for information. 


By order, 

Bengal Police Office, Calcutta. : K. MEDLEYCOTT, Registrar, 

The 27th May 1904. ) For Personal Assistant. 


No. 609, dated the 11th February 1904. 

Fowarded in original to P. Bramley, Esq., on special duty. 

The list given of conviction slips is prepared from a register kept up by the 
Court Inspector in which the receipt and despatch of these slips from and to thdnas 
is entered up and is probably full and correct. The only really professional criminals 
who visit Bengal from Agra are Mallahs. 

According to the census returns of 1891 there are only 4 districts in the prov¬ 
inces with a larger number of the Mallah caste resident, viz. Allahabad, Mirzapnr, 
Jaunpur and Gorakhpur, but the number of conviction slips of Mallahs received from 
Bengal in 3 years is only 5, There is either something wrong here or the Mallahs 
of the Agra district do not visit Bengal in very large numbers: certainly only a few 
villages have earned the reputation of doing so. I should like to be informed of the 
number of conviction slips of Mallahs received by the four districts I have named, 
if it can be done. 

M. C. TWEEDIE, 

The Sth February 1904. District Superintendent of Police, 


Court Inspector’s report. 

Agra district .—Statement of conviction slips dealt with from 1st January 1900 
to 1st October 1903 is submitted herewith. Since 1900 proper care has been 
taken in this district to get the convictions recorded in the headquarters and th&ua 
registers, and the police of districts concerned in Bengal has, in every case, been 
duly informed of the action taken here. 

2. The names of all prisoners transferred for release in this district have been 
duly brought on Register X-A for surveillance as laid down in paragraph 182, 
section. X, page 333, Police Regulations, volume I. 

3. Of the 81 convicts shown in the statement there are five Mallahs of this 
district, and this is the only class of people here of some criminal notoriety found 
to have gone out to distant places in Bengal and Behar to commit crimes. In 
Mr Crooke’s Tribes of Upper India, volume III, river dacoities have been ascribed 
to the up-country Mallahs, whose chief occupation is the rowing of boats. As 
recently as in December 1903 some of these Mallahs were found to have committed 
a dacoity on the Ganges at Maldah. According to Mr. Orooke the population of 
Mallahs in this district in 1891 was 24,962 as given in volume III, page 468. 
According to the last census return the number is 11,870 males. 

4. There has, however, been no difficulty in tracing the home of convicts or 
accused persons in this district in cases in which the addresses were correctly given 
by them and legibly written by the Bengal police. Some difficulty has, no doubt, 
been experienced on account of the proper names of up-country villages and thSnas 
having been mis-spelt or misunderstood by the subordinate police officials in Bengal 
and proper care not having been taken to test their accuracy by a reference to the 
village and th&na directories of the United Provinces. 
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5. Difficulty has also been felt in the tracing and arrest of absconde offendersd 
and bad characters in Bengal. In 1901 a constable had to be sent to Calcutta 
to arrest an absconded offender of this district wanted for an offence .under section 
420, Indian Penal Code, and he was apprehended. In 1903 another constable was 
sent to arrest an absconded offender? and he not only succeeded in securing the 
one, but traced and arrested another also at Calcutta. Two proclaimed offenders 
for dacoities and murder are said to be in Calcutta staying with a certain servant 
of some mahajan there, but they could not be found out even by taking special 
measures. There being no sarai in Bengal the dharamsalas and the Banias’ 
shops or ckattis as these are called in Bengal are generally used as rest houses 
by travellers. No register is kept up at these places and therefore no record exists 
of their movements. A large number of the up-country people in Calcutta and 
its suburbs have no fixed abode. They prefer to stay with their relatives or friends 
who are not hound to report their sojourn. In most cases they go either in 
search of employment or to eke out a livelihood by committing crimes. For 
instance one Udai Ram, Jat, an approver in the notorious Mohan Kachhi’s gang 
of dacoits, is said to have gone to Calcutta for employment. His name is borne 
on register X, bad characters, at police station Kakuha in this district, but as his 
address is not known no step could be taken to keep on the surveillance over him. 
This accounts for the fact that in no instance conviction. or antecedents of the 
up-country people who had been in Bengal could be traced by dockets during the 
last four years, and out of 29 F. I. slips of such suspects sent up to the Bureau 
at Calcutta during the same period only 3 were returned as traced. Practically 
therefore no means exist in Bengal for tracing the movements of an- up-country 
criminal except by following him in disguise. 

Your sincerely, 

S. N. BANERJEE, 

Dated 6th February 1904. Chief Inspector. 


Report on Mallahs. 

(1) Agra district .—Mallahs of police circles Ferozabad, Fatehabad and 
Iradatnagar only have been reported to have periodically visited Bengal on 
thieving expeditions. 

So far only one man, Deojita Mallah, of Chhanjwar (got), a resident of village 
Usmanpur, police circle, Ferozabad, is known to have permanently settled with 
his family at Calcutta for the last 15 years. 

(2) The Mallahs usually travel partly on foot and partly by railway in small- 
parties. 

The following railway stations are resorted to for distant journeys: Agra Fort 
Junction and Cantonment, Ebmadpur, Ferozabad, aud Tundla and Barhan (for Bengal,. 
Rohilkhand and the Panjab), Bicbpuri and Achnera (for Bhartpur State and Muttra}, 
JBahndai and Saiyan (for Dholpur and Gwaliar States), 

(3) There are no “ Chains” in Agra district, nor are the Mallahs of this district 
in any way connected with the Chain Mallahs of Pallia and Gorakhpur districts. 
The Mallahs here contract their marriages within the district as the number is- 
sufficiently large to meet their requirements here. They have no hard and fast rule 
prohibiting intermarriages among their sub-castes, except that the issue- in the 
family of mother or maternal grandfather are avoided. 

The following sub-castes are known in the district 

1, Chandwar; 2, Raja Rawat3, Khiriya Rawat; 4, Gorakhiya; 5, Kanghia 
6 : Goriya; 7, Koliya Rawat; 8, Tonwar ; 9, Karnijwa; 10, Rohilla ; 11, Surajbansi; 
12, Meharania; 13, Kachhwah; 14, Sikarwarj 15, Chhatangiya 16, Chkawar; 17, 
Soiya; 18, Macharpuria; 39, Bharwariya; 20, Singarpuria; and 21, Pharwa. 

Some Mallahs call themselves- the descendants of ff Jhalia,” a Lodh by caste, and 1 
other state they descended from " Ballia,” the name given to. the ghost of King Balia * 
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killed by Ramchandra at the Yindhya Mountains and reborn as “ Balia/’ the 
fisherman. 

(4) A list of Mallahs absent from their homes is attached hereto showing the- 
details of previous convictions. 

(5) Mo particular post office can be mentioned through which remittances are 
sent home. They are believed to bring most of the proceeds with them. 

(6) The Mallahs of this district are chiefly known to be pilferers, pick-pockets 
and railway thieves. Some Mallahs of Deoki, Bah, Fatehabad, Itmaduddaula and 
Ferozabad circles are known to be burglars and cattle-lifters. In 1903 one 
Bindraban Mallah, formerly a resident of village Pohiya, police circle Itmaduddaula, 
and thence gone to Garhi Biehiha, ruazra Karara, police circle Malpura, was pro- 

4 secuted under section 411/75, Indian Penal Code, for having received and sold a 
currency note of Rs. 1,000 to one Braj Lai, goldsmith, of the same village, and it 
was believed that he stole it with 14 other notes of Rs. 1,000 each from a rich 
jeweller of Delhi staying at Lashkar in Gwalior State. Braj Lai was sentenced to 3 
years’ rigorous imprisonment under section 411, Indian Penal, code at Agra 
Sessions. Bindraban was however acquitted, but he was subsequently arrested and 
imprisioned for 3 years under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, failing to furnish 
security for good behaviour. He has since been acquitted on appeal by the Honour¬ 
able High Court. He had the following previous convictions :— 

Agra, 5th April 1886, section 379, Indian Penal Code, 3 weeks’ rigorous impri¬ 
sonment. 

Agra, 29th February 1893, section 411/75, Indian Penal Code, 2 years' rigorous 
imprisonment. 

Agra, 21sfc January 1901, section 110, Criminal Procedure Code, 1 year’s rigorous 
imprisonment. 

Their criminal propensities have not risen so high nor have their thieving 
operations been yet known to be so extensive as to require the enforcement of the 
Criminal Tribes Act to check them. 

Agea : > H. C. TWEEDIE, 

Dated 26th March 1904. j District Superintendent of Police . 

No. 854, dated Mainpuri, the 29th March 1904. 

jF rom __EL L. Webster, Esq., District Superintendent of Police. Mainpuri , 

To —P. B. Bramley, Esq., on special duty, District Superintendent 

of Police, Benares. 

With reference to his demi-official, dated 24th February 1904, has the- 
honour to forward categorical replies as follows :— 

(1) It is not known whether the Mallahs make periodic expeditions to Bengal 
but some of these castes are absent from home. The 7 Mallahs, shown as convicted, 
in the statement submitted before, were convicted in the districts of the United 
Provinces, and not in Bengal. 

(2) The pick-pockets do commit theft in the neighbouring fairs as well as 
other big fairs. They travel either by boat or by road, as the case may be, and 
whenever they undertake a long journey they travel by rail and make use of rail¬ 
way stations Makhanpore, Karara and Badhan, East Indian Railway, in going or 
coming. 

(3) The Mallahs of police circles Shikohabad aud Sirsaganj are of the <c Jaria ” 
sub-castes and are descendants of the Khateli family. The Mallahs of this part of 
the country do not appear to be of Chain sub-castes. They do not intermarry nor- 
are they connected with the Chain Mallahs of Ballia and Gorakhpur. 

(4) The list of Mallahs who are absent from their homes is appended herewith.. 

But none of them appear to have gone to Bengal. 

63a 
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(5) It is not known whether they send money from Bengal by post. It is prob¬ 
able that they bring their loot with them. 

(6) It is said that they commit theft, burglary and are cattle-lifters and pick¬ 
pockets. They appear to join the Mallaks of the Agra and Etawah districts in 
committing those crimes. Sometimes some of them join the gangs of robbers and 
daeoits. They inhabit villages close to the Jumna river in police circles Sirsa- 
ganj and Shikohabad and also reside in the ravines (Karka and Bihar) of the Jumna 
river. They do not predominate in any particular villages, but are scattered in small 
numbers over several villages. 

There is no village in which all the inhabitants are addicted to crime. There¬ 
fore at present undersigned is not decidedly prepard to recommend action being 
taken under the Criminal Tribes Act. 

Mainpubi: H. L. WEBSTER, 

Dated 29 tk March 1904. j District Superintendent of Police 



APPENDIX X. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


1. BOMS—(Gorakhpur). 

2. j, —(Azamgarh). 

3. MAG-HAIYA BOMS—(Ballia). 

4. BOMS—(Ghazipur). 

5. „ —(Benares). 

i>. „ —(Mirzapnr). 

7 . Selections from reports, &c- 

(a) Extracts from Special Diaries in case No. 90 of 1902, Police- 

station Dhanapur, Ghazipur district, section 392, Indian 
Penal Code, King-Emperor versus Gya Din and others. 

(b) Judgment by Deputy Commissioner, Dumka (Sonthal Par- 

ganas), dated 9th January 1903, in case No. 15, King- 
Emperor versus Behari and other Doms, section 395. 

(c) Report by District Superintendent of Police, on special duty 

in Calcutta, Dom case, complete with gang criminal record, 
and statement made by Mrs. Stanley, Mrs. Moreland, 
Musammat Rajwantia, and confession of Bhondu Dom. 
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No. 1 .—Statement showing criminality of the Maghaiya Bom gangs resident in the Gorakhpur district . 
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No. 1 .—Statement showing criminality of the Maghaiya Dom gangs resident in the Gorakhpur district. 
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MEMORANDUM. 


Dated Benares, tlie ~tli January 1904. 

JiZ) 

From — P. B. Bramley, Esq., District Superintendent of Police 

(on special duty), 

To—The District Superintendent of Police , Az 1 'O.garh. 


Reference. 

Begs that he -will be so kind _ as to 
furnish the information required in the 
accompanying statement regarding; Doms, 
as soon as'possible, in order to enable us 
to deal with the question of their possible 
proclamation under the Criminal Tribes 
Act. 

The figures should show the particulars 
for each village in which Doms reside, 
the result being totalled thdnau'dr , as 
shown in the exemplar statement attached. 


- _ Reply No. 3G8A. 

Return :d in original to P. B. Brainley, 
Esq., DNviet Superintendent of Police, 
on speed duty, Benares, with the 
required -atement. 

D. R. WEIGHT, 

For District Superintendent of Police, 

Asamgarh. 

The 24 th February 1904. 


PERCY BKAMLEY, 

District Superintendent of Police. 
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APPENDIX X. 

■Statement showing criminality of the Maghaiya Dom gangs resident in the Ballia district. 
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APPENDIX X. 

^No, 4 .—Statements shoxoing criminality of the Maghaiya Dom gangs resident in the Ghdzipur district. 
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ArrJ^iNi^iA. A. 

No. 5 .—Statement showing criminality of the Maghaiya Dom gangs resident in the Benares district—( concluded). 
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MEMORANDUM No. X-7A.—DOM GANG CASE. 

Mead diaries in case No. 90, police-station Dhanapur, district Ghdzipur, section 

392, Indian Penal Code, King-Empeeok versus Gya Din of Mar iff pur, 

police-station JBallua, Benares . 

1st Report, 12th September 1902,12 {noon). —"Written complaint received from 
one Guptar Das of Kuli Chamrakia per Sheobarat, chauhiddr of Jamukka, re theft 
of property worth Rs. 101. That the thieves personated police and tied up the Babaji. 
Section 392 entered. 

Read statement? :—Ascertains that some Doms had collected in Harda in con¬ 
nection with some funeral ceremonies. On arrival at the Babai Kuti ascertained 
that, on the previous night, the Baba was suddenly roused at about 2 a.si. and was 
informed that the thdnaddr was on a horse outside and wanted a smoke. He got up 
accordingly and got out a smoke from the temple. Upon which they said, give it to 
your Dusadh who would fill the chilam. He came out and found Eeioal Dusadh 
being tied up by two men who said, “ you keep a Dusadh daku He protested, where¬ 
upon thdy tried to seize him. He escaped and ran out and raised a hue and cry, 
upon which people came up. On returning'fouod the maraudersfgone. Said these four 
persons—whom he describes, and that he would identify the two who came for him. 
The accused used a lantern and used Urdu words like Government officials. They 
found Kewal Dusadh tied up in the courtyard. A“bagali ” entrance had been 
made to the room, and an old dram was found in the garden, also a bamboo lathi of 
sis joints was found ; this lathi, the Baba said, had been left behind by the thieves 
who had evidently ran off by mistake—says he can identify this—and describes it. 

Keival Dusadh, son of Dukbhaja of Bhainsor, police-station Said Raja, Benares 
■district, corroborates Guptar Das and says he can identify all four. 

Ram Fakir Das, chela Main Sarup Das , and Sheobaran Upadhia say they 
identify the four men and specially the man who carried the lantern. 

Shiu Din , chauhiddr of Ghitiari, came to Guptar Das* rescue and corroborates 
his statement 

DJiam, chauhiddr of Narain, reports that the day previous to the occurrence 
he observed five men, two women, and two boj'S sitting smoking at a pond to the north 
of his village. Interrogated them and was informed that they were Jats seeking a 
young buffalo. Said they came from Bajragarh, Benares district. They then went 
to the west. Describes three out of the four in detail. Bhilca Ram, constable and 
eight chauhiddrs told off to search. 

13th September 1902.—Describes scene of occurrence. 

Ascertains that one Mahesh Singh, of Pipri, had seen the four people with a 
lantern. Sent for him accordingly. Interrogated him, says he found six persons in 
his shelter in the field the day before the occurrence. It was raining and the people 
had taken shelter. They asked him if the place was his and then moved on. He 
described the men and the lantern. 

14 th September 1902, examines Bhagwan, Tathera : says he met four persons 
in a ndla near Salempur in the Benares district. One asked him to buy an old lota 
from him. They went off in different directions. Describes them and says one had 
a white umbrella. 

Bhadar Singh, constable, reports that he heard of the same four persons and 
two women and two children from the manji mallak who ferried them across the 
-river and stated they had stopped in Ganpat Singh 1 s shelter in the field. 

Ganpat Singh corroborates above ; said they came in from the rain, describes 
them and mentions the lantern ; said they were <l Lataur Nats. 11 They stopped the 
night and cooked food in the shelter. 

Parsotam , Tathera, corroborates Bhagwan’s statement, supra. 

1 5th September 1902.—Mentions that an Ahir gang has just been let out of jail, 
and also says a Dom gang has recently been active—mentions Gya, Bahadur of 
Marufpur and others of Kanwar—and Bays they are relative to Xalli Dom in 
Dhanapur and commit heinous crime in BenareB district. 
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1 6th to 2 0th within 21st September 1902.—Dhanu and Kunj Behan, chaukl - 
ddrs, disguised themselves and interviewed the Doms in Marufpur, identified those 
he had seen at the Narain tank on the lith. An excellent piece of work. Any 
reward? 

2 2nd September 1902,—Sub-Inspector arrives at Marufpnr and with Sheoraj 
Misr, Sub- Inspector of Bullua, surround Dom i( dera ” at 5 a.m,: found following pre¬ 
sent ; —Musammat Bhagwania, daughter of Sheo Sahai, Dom ; Musammat Amrakhia, 
daughter of Fateh, Gya’s mother, ancl wife of Imrat, Dom ; Musammat Chunia, wife 
of Jabbi; Musammat Munia, daughter of Jabbi, Dom and wife of Sakhit., Dom ; Imrat 
Dom, son ofMahdo ofSaidpur; Sukhit alias Aunami Dom of Nari Pashdura, police- 
station Nandganj ; Bam Gulam , son of Bissesaar Dom of Nadui Kerabart, police- 
station .Tampur ; Musammat Parmia, wife of Durjan Dom of Padampur, police- 
station Nandganj; Musammat Ghumi , wife of Dwarka Dom of Marufpnr ; Mvsam- 
mat Kemauli, wife of Makabir Dom, PhuJwaria, Saidpur ; Badlu, son of Dina Dom 
of Saidpur; Musammat Makni, wife of Gya Dom, Marufpnr; Sheo Sahai, son of 
Sheopal Dom ; Jabbi, ton of Sheo Sahai of Marajpur. No stolen property found* 
no persons identified. ChauMddrs say that the man they identified was ribt there. 
Just then a hue and cry was raised by Kunj Behari, chaukicldr, who said a Do min 
was rnnnmg off to the west. A pursuit was made. . Fakir chamar then came up and 
complained that Bhagwania had thrown something into his house. A dhoti was 
found there—nothing was found inside. Musammat Bhagwania denies having 
thrown it there. Dhanu, chaukiddr , deputed to make further search for the mission 
Dom. No result. 

23rd September 1902, Dwarkar arrived house from Jail, 31 st August 1902, 
absent since ye. ter day. Gya Dom absent. Says they are all confined and eleven 
thieves, dec. Gaptar I>as identifies the dhoti recovered. Musammat Bhagwania 
chdldned and convicted under section 411, Indian Penal Code, sic months. (Include 
in Gang Register .1 

30f/t September 1902.—Sub-Inspector notes that the zaminddn of Marufpur* 
Nandganj,* help the Domras. Says they were formerly all of Nandganj, out of 
which they were turned out by the (< Hukum of Sarkarf who pulled their houses 
down. Says Gya is the head of the present gang which consist of Dwarka, Kicheri, 
Bahadur, Gulclwa, all of whom are absent. 

6th October 1902.—Lantern used found in a tank near the Babai Kuti. 

6th October 1902.—Intimation received from Sub-Inspector Sheo Raj Misr, 
Ballua, that Gya had been arrested in Bhelupur , Benares city, 

llth October 1902.—Guptar Das identifies Gya Dom in jail, also identified 
Kicheri in Benares Jail. 

S th December 1902.—Ram Fakir Das identifies Gya Dom in jail, not identifies 
Kicheri in Benares Jail; and others—Kicheri was not identified by the others. 

*Babai Ali Khan of Dharain, police-station Dhanapur. 

Bir Kulwar of Dharain, police-station Dhanapur. 

IN THE COURT OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF DUMKA, 

SONTHAL PARGANA. 

Criminal Case No. 15 oe 1902. 

Emperor 

versus 

Behari Dhekara and others. 

Judgment . 

On -31st July 1902 there was a burglary at night in the house of Balgobinda 
Saha at Karmataur, a station on the chord line. The thieves then proceeded along 
the line, and on the night of August 1st committed three burglaries in the houses of the 
Sob-Deputy Collector ofJamfara, Darbari Dhoba and Beni Sheharo, who live 
in and near lamtara. They then continued their progress to the next station, 
Mibijam; here tL e gang, consisting of nine men and four women, were arrested and 
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with them were found articles stolen in all the above four burglaries along with 
other articles of jewellery, &c. 

When the Jamtara thefts were reported on the morning of August 2nd, a 
parwdna (Exhibit A) was sent by the Sub-Divisional Officer, Jamtara, to the Sardar 
of Mlhijam, telling him of the thefts and ordering him to look out for a gang of 10 or 
12 men and three women wearing yellow clothes and a Muchi with a child. Khun 
Sah found the gang encamped at Mlhijam and arrested them. Word having been sent 
to Jamtara, the Sub-Deputy Collector, Harinath Pramanik, and the Jamtara head 
constable arrived just after dark. The Sub-Deputy identified the property stolen 
from him, he was so absorbed in looking over his property that he took no care for 
the custody of the prisoners and seems to have sent away the crowd who would 
have been a safeguard. Accordingly the men took an opportunity and bolted, 
making good their escape in the darkness. 

Only two—Behari Dom and Surajbali, whose real name is Kaithua—were 
re-arrested. The women could not get away. The Sardar had, however, prepared 
already Exhibit B, which shows the names given by the arrested persons and the 
property found on the person or in the bundle of each. 

It is a grave mistake that the Sub-Deputy Magistrate did not record the con¬ 
fessions of the arrested persons then and there, the statements taken by the police 
are .of course useless. 

The facts are, however, beyond doubt that this gang of persons had all the stolen 
property with them. Exhibit B gives a list of the stolen property, pages 112 to 114 of 
the Sub-Divisional Officer’s record shows the articles identified by each complainant. 
The Sub-Divisional Officer first tried the case, but his order was set aside and a retrial 
.ordered ; it has not been possible to rearrange all the articles again at this trial 
against the accused from whom they were found, they have mostly been produced 
in court, though some have been |carted with by the complainants to whom they 
were returned, but the labels have, of course, been removed. This is, however, not 
important. I have framed a charge under section 401, Indian Penal Code. I do 
not think that it is necessary to bring the case under that section to prove a habit 
of long standing : here was a gang moving along the railway line committing thefts ; 
they had no other occupation and were clearly banded together for the purpose of 
committing thefts and no other: only two days proceedings are proved in this case, 
owing to confessions not being admissible, but the people have come from a dis¬ 
tance and this is their business ; the habit is proved though they were fortunately 
arrested early. It is not as if men committed four offences in two nights within 
reach, of their homes: it might not be possible to deduce a habit from the facts j 
but when there is a wandering gang far from its native district and with 
no other means of subsistence, the case is different, and I think the case fairly 
comes under section 401, Indian Penal Code, 

As to Behari, Snrajhali, and the four women, there is no doubt about their 
identity and their membership of the gang; they never escaped. 

As to Xswari, who was arrested later by a specially deputed Inspector, in the 
district of Benares, we have firstly the fact that he gave his name correctly when 
first arrested, and secondly the evidence of the witnesses who identified him. The 
order, dated 1st December 1902, on the order sheet, will show that I personally super¬ 
intended the identification; the witnesses came from Mlhijam and had no chance of 
seeing Iswari; three out of four picked him out in the jail from 10 men, as this was 
four months after they had seen him, the evidence seems overwhelming. Iswari 
js not defended and cites no witnesses, a perusal of the police papers will, however, 
show that there is nothing that I can do tq help him towards setting up a defence. 

A s regards Oanga Prasad, we have evidence of identification and practically 
pnly the evidence of the Sardar E.iun. Me was arrested at Deoghar on suspicion 
along with four other bad characters, and the record of Stib-Divisional Officer’s cri¬ 
minal case No. 127 of 1902 shows that he was arrested on The afternoon of August 
3rd; it is well verify the date from the documents at this distance of ticne; he did 
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not come in that afternoon train, so if he left Mihijam on the night of August 2nd 
he must have been very quick in getting to Deoghar, and not only so he is supposed 
to be Ram Lai Kurmi, but all the property on Earn Lai Kurmi was taken from 
him, whereas on Ganga Prasad on August 3rd was Rs. 30 or Rs. 40 in cash and a 
silk sari and a pair of ha jus. I think it clear that this identification is wrong, it 
is true that he made no appeal when convicted by the Sub-Divisional Officer of 
Jamtara, but this can be explained as if he got off at Jamtara he had to face prosecu¬ 
tion at Deoghar. The mistake is not necessarily one of bad faith ; all the men at 
Mihijam gave their right names and have been traced except Sobrati and Earn Lai 
Kurmi; their right names appear to be Sobha and Gulia. The description of Gulia 
well suits Ganga Prasad, and they probably resemble each other. I record these 
remarks not as part of the judgment but as expressing my view of the Sardar’s con¬ 
duct. 

I therefore acquit Ganga Prasad Gosain under section 258, Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 

I convict the other seven accused under section 401, Indian Penal Code. Severe 
sentences are called for ; these Doms from the North-Western Provinces are notorious 
professional criminals and the women are not much better than the men ; men who 
deliberately leave tbeir homes and wander about committing organized crime must 
be placed where they are powerless for long periods: reformation is hopeless. 

I sentence Behari Dom and Iswari I)om each to seven years’ rigorous imprison¬ 
ment; Surajbali alias Kaith.ua, in consideration of his yonth, to two years’ rigorous 
imprisonment. The four women, Batasia, Surajpatia, Rajantia and Patia to two 
years’ rigorous imprisonment each. 

C. H. BOMPAS, 

Qth January 1903. D. G. 

The following prisoners were tried here:— 

Surajbali Dom (convicted).—Verified but remained untraced by the 
Bureau. 

Behari alias Bidesi alias Bunquli Dom (convicted).—Verified and traced 
by the Bureau. 

Ram Lai Kurmi alias Ganga Prasad Gosain. (Acquitted, but convicted 
under section 109, Criminal Procedure Code.)—-Not traced and traced 
by Allahabad Bureau as wanderer and got 2 P. G. 

Surajpatia Domin (convicted).—Verified. 

Batasia Domin (convicted).—Verified. 

Patia Domin (convicted).—.Not traced. 

Rajantia Domin (convicted).—Verified. 

Karu, sonar ... ... 

dukhan, . sonar (convicted) by the I Resident of Mihijam, Jamtara 
Sub-Divisional Officer, Jamtara, but j sub-division, Sonthal Parganas. 
acquitted on appeal). J 

Iswari Dom (convicted).—Verified. 

Sobha Dom (convicted)_Verified. 

Gulia Dome (convicted).—Verified. 


( 1 ) 
( 2 ) 
; ( 3 ) 


(4) 

( 5 ) 

( 6 ) 
(7) 
( 3 ) 
(9) 


( 10 ) 

( 11 ) 

( 12 ) 


INTER-PROVINCIAL CRIME. 

Bengal—United Provinces. 

Note on a gang of Maghaiya and Bansphobe Doms working in the 
Benares and Goralchpur Divisions of the United Provinces and Bengal. 

, FliOM the data oolleotecl U P to date it will be seen that this gang is reoruitecl 
chiefly from the districts of Benares and GhSzipur. There are indications of connec¬ 
tion witn Mirzapur and Gdrakhpur, but this still remains to be satisfactorily esta- 

b ™-, Ia f enares ’ Ghl ' l21 P Qr > and Mirzapur, these Doms pass themselves of as 
ansphores. As a matter of fact the relationships and conviction reoords show that 
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they intermarry and associate freely, for the purposes of committing crime, with 
the Maghaiya Doms of Gorakhpur, of which clan they really are a part. In 
Benares city, and in the other large towns and cities where they are settled, these 
Doms are employed exclusively on scavenging works and are under a sort of 
nominal police supervision. In villages, however, they make a pretence of making 
mats, &c., and are practically under no supervision at jail, beyond that their absence 
from home is noted and reported by the local poliee. The result is that numbers of 
Doms combine from different places and go off on thieving expeditions, and it is 
only by the capture of the individual member of such gangs that the real nature of 
these expeditions come to light. To facilitate analysis therefore, the classification 
of the gang in this instance has been arranged in residential groups as follows:— 

I. —Phulawaria Group. —Police-station Cantonment, Benares district. 

(Nos. 1 to 10). 

II.— Ballua , Gh&zipur Group. —Including the villages of Marufpur, Ballua, 
Pakhopur, and Syedpur, Nandganj, Pandeora, <&c., in the Ghazipur 
district. (Nos. 11 to 22). 

III.— $tawcdya, Ranta Group. —Police-station Said Raja, Benares district. 
(Nos. 23 to 31). 

iy.— Benares City .—^Including policerstations Chetganj, Bhelupura, Dussa- 
sumedh, Adampura and Sikroul. (Nos. 32 to 43) (omitting No. 42). 

V.— Calcutta. —(No. 42 only). 

2. Prom which it will be seen that though residing in different parts of 
the district, the members in each group are either closely connected with each 
other by marriage ties or have at different times and in different places been 
associated together, for the purposes of committing crime at places far distant 
from their home, from which the common organization of the gang, as a whole, is 
clearly established. A reference to the sketch map given below will give a correct 
idea of the geographical distribution of the units comprising the gang. Naubat- 
pur railway station will be seen ip. group III ou the M. G. Railway, and it 
was here that Bidesi, Saggam, and others of this group detrained after their raid 
in Calcutta. The members of group II make use of the Shakaldiha station on the 
E.I.R., and Syedpur, Nandganj on the B.-N.-W. Railway, whilst those of groups 
I and IY made use of the Cantonnjent Station, O. and R. Railway, and according to 
Musammat Rajwantia’s statement, Kailahat station, near Chqnar, on the E.I.R. 
was the station made use of by Prabhu and the Mirzapur section of the gang. 
It will be seen from the map that all these places are very cqnveniently situated 
for the purposes, and that the gang made full use of the railways for the commis-i 
sion of crime. 

3. In respect to a common association for the purposes of committing crime 
the record of convictions now obtained and given in the gang schedule proves 
the connection between each group beyond all doubt. Thus Churaman (No. 1, 
group I), who was convicted with Prithipal (No. 7, group I) under section 110 
on 12th October 1898 in police-station Cantonment, Benares (to the record ip 
which case special attention may be drawn), is the same map who was convicted 
along with Nos. 2,3, 4,5, and 6 of gronp I, in Patna on 28th .February 1902, 
under sections 401 and 411, I. P. C. The history of this particular group is 
an instructive one. It is said to have originally consisted of seven brothers 
of whom Churaman was the eldest, and who emigrated for some reason in Syed¬ 
pur in the Gh&zipur district to Phulwaria in Benares Cantonments about the 
year 1894. Previous to this emigration, the qply convictions recorded against 
them were some shprt sentences in GMzipur and Shahabad. In Benares they 
do not seem to have attracted much attention till about 1898, yben a series of 
heavy burglaries suddenly occurred in the European quarters in Cantonments, 
and amongst others, the houses of both the District Superintendent and the Magis¬ 
trate were broken into. It then apparently came out that this gang bad for some 
^ime been working under the patronage of one Ganesh Singh, the zamfnddr in 

is said to have also received the support of head conatablp 
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SwaTath Pandey, who had for years been stationed in Benares Cantonments and on 
■whose removal therefrom, the aforementioned burglaries occurred. This led to 
vigorous action being taken against the gang, and after much difficulty it seems that 
Prithipal and Churaman were captured, and were sentenced by Mr. L. S. Porter, 
C.S., to one year’s rigorous imprisonment in default for furnishing the required 
security. From that date, practically speaking, this section of the gang has been 
on the war-path. They nominally served as sweepers in Cantonments and in the 
Native Infantry Lines, but individual members absented themselves for long periods 
and eventually, as far as can be judged from the evidence in the Patna gang case, 
it seems that Palakdhari (No. 6), Ramghatia (No. 4), Churaman, Gangua (since 
dead), Kabirwa (No. 2), Ramdiuwa (No. 3), Samghatia (No. 8), Nagwa (No. 9), and 
liachman (No 10), all of Phnlwaria, disappeared some time in the winter of 1899- 
1900, and were not heard of again till August 1901, when on receipt of certain 
information Sub-Inspector Rao Mahamud Ali Shan, then stationed in Cantonments, 
made a raid on the colony in Phnlwaria, with the result that Ramghatia (No. 4), 
Palakdhari (No. 7), were arrested with stolen property valued at considerably over 
Rs. 1,000 in their possession. All of which was eventually identified at Bankipur 
and Patna, where Churaman (No. 1), Prithipal (No. 7), and Gangua (dead) together 
with several other Gorakhpur and Ballia Doms were subsequently arrested, con¬ 
victed, and sentenced to terms of imprisonment varying from transportation for life 
to one year’s rigorous imprisonment under sections 401, 411, on 2Sth February 
1902. Prithipal (No. 71, Sanghafcia (No. 8), Nagwa (No. 9), and Lachman (No. 10), 
absconded. Of these Prithipal (No. 7) is now under arrest and awaiting trial in 
Calcutta in connection with the depredations of the new gang he organized after 
his escape from Patna, and in which hia associates and comrades were Nos. 11, 13, 
16, 19, 20, 21, 22, of group II, and Nos. 23, 24, 27, 2S, 29, of group III, and 
Nos. 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, of group IV, and No. 42 of group V. 

4. Previous to 1897 no organized incursions into Bengal seems to have been 
undertaken by this particular gang. In that year, however, Dwarka (No. 11, group 
II), Gya (No. 12, group II), Bahadur (No. 13, group II), Jilabi (No. 14, group II), 
and Musammat Guhano (No. 15, group II), and Sheogobind (No. 32, group IV), were 
convicted together in Monghyr; and now we find Dwarka (No. 11, group II), 
Bahadur (No. 13, group II), and Sheogobind (No. 32, group IV), associated with 
Prithipal (No. 7, group I), and the others of the remaining groups all of whom com¬ 
prised the gang now being dealt with in Calcutta. Moreover it was at Jilabi 
and Musammat Guhano’s (Nos. 14 and 15, group II) dera in Marufpur that 
Dwarka and the others were arrested on their return from Calcutta by the Benares 
Police on the night of the 10th December 1903. Further, it will be observed that 
Dwarka was on the 14th April 1890 convicted in Shahabad under section 457 along 
with Prithipal, the present leader and organizer of the Calcutta gang. Similarly 
Gya (No. 12, group II) was convicted along with Palakdhari (No. 6, group I) under 
section 110 in Benares on 24th April 1890 and again under the same section on 20th 
October 1902 along with Kickeri (No. 19, group II), from which a further connec¬ 
tion between groups I and II is established. Then in the case of Prabhu (No. 24, 
group III), we find that he and Palakdhari were convicted of burglary in Mirzapnr 
in 1897. He then appears to have gone to Calcutta, for on his return he was on the 
17th April 1903 arrested along with Gopi (No. 17, group II), and Sudhoo (No. 18, 
group II), in Sakaldiha, Benares district. Finally there is a case of Bhondu 
(No. 42, group V), the approver in the present case, who came up from Calcutta to 
Benares ostensibly on a visit to his wife, who is daughter of Beni Bom in police- 
station Sikroul. It appears he arrived in Benares about the 20th February 1903, 
and the crime register shows that between that date and the 3rd March the day on 
which Bhondu (No. 42, group V), was arrested in the act of committing a burglary in 
company with Gopal, Tilangia and Gota (Nos. 37, 39, 41, group IV), no less than 
10 burglaries occurred in the immediate neighbourhood of this colony. Bhondu 
having received 30 stripes returned to Calcutta, and has since been arrested there in 
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the present gang case. Here, therefore, we find a clear connection between groups 
IY and Y and the connections of each of these with Nos. I and II has already been 
demonstrated. 

5. It seems that this gang has connections also in Mirzapur, Gorakhpur, and 
Ballia, regarding which inquiries are in progress and a supplementary list will, if 
necessary, be issued hereafter. The facts connected with the case now under trial in 
Calcutta appears to be as follows:— 

Pirthipal, after absconding from Patna, appears to have made his way down to 
Calcutta along with Prabhu (No. 24, group III). He there appears to have been 
introduced to one Mrs. Moreland, residing in No. 15, Sherrif Daftry’s Lane, by Natta 
alias Kolarh Dom employed in the service of the Raja of Digkapattia. Later on 
it appears that Natta also introduced Chedi and others to Mrs. Moreland’s establish¬ 
ment, which in fact speedily became a recognised rendezvous of the gang from 
whence they issued with impunity upon their criminal expeditions, the extent of 
which -may be judged from the extraordinary narrative of crime set forth in Elion- 
du’s confession. Apart from the numerous burglaries committed in Calcutta, a 
great number of which do not appear to have been reported to the police, this gang 
is said to be responsible for the following dacoities and robberies committed out¬ 
side the city 

(1) Robbery at Kazipura, police-station Barrackpur, 24-Parganas, on 1st 

August 1903. 

(2) Robbery at Oriapara, police-station Barrackpur, 24-Parganas, on 4th 

January 1903. 

(3) Robbery at Dhittara, police-station Barrackpur, 24-Parganas, on 4th Jan¬ 

uary 1903. 

(4) Dacoity at Tapsi, police-station Baniapokhar, Calcutta, on 26th August 

1903. 

(5) Robbery at Milki, police-station Singhure, Huglili, on 18th October 1903. 

(6) Dacoity at Simla, police-station Chanditola, Hughli, on 23rd October 

1903. 

(7) Robbery at Satghoria, police-station Chanditola, Hughli, on 23rd October 

1903. 

On 1st November 1903, one Mrs. Stanley gave information to the police that she had 
a quarrel with Mrs- Moreland, and that the latter was in the habit of harbouring 
thieves, and that she had in her employ the Domra gang from whom she received 
stolen property. &c. This information was recorded by Inspector Prizoni of the- 
Calcutta Police, who thereupon arrested Palat (No. 20, group II) in Mrs. Moreland’s 
house. Palat’s statement led to Inspector Prizoni going to Goshain Basil in Bka- 
wanipur, where on the 2nd November he arrested in the house of Tulsi Dom the 
following:— 

Prithipal (7), Kicheri (19), and Chedi (34) with bundles of suspected pro¬ 
perty, amongst which an embroidered cap, a German silver chain were identified 
as stolen in Tapsi dacoity. Palat then confessed in respect to the Tapsi dacoity 
which led to the arrest of Bkondu, who then made a full confession regarding an 
entirely different series on burglaries committed by the same gang in Calcutta itself 
during a period extending from about July 1902 to October 1903, and which has 
now been taken up separately by the Calcutta Police under section 401. 

6. Of those known to be connected with the gang, Prithipal (7), Palat (20), 
Kicheri (19), Chedi (34), and Bhondu (42), were arrested by the Calcutta 
Police. Dwarka (11), Bahadur (13), Skeogobind (32), Harbanswa (33), Hardin 
(22), and Gulelwa (21), have since the. opening of the inquiry been arrested by the 
Benares and Gh&zipur Police and forwarded for trial to Calcutta. Prabhu (24) is 
now in the Benares District Jail awaiting an order for transfer to Calcutta, to be 
tried there under section 401 along with the others. In the case of the others noted 
in the schedule as being confined in the Bengal and Ujnited Provinces jails, viz. 
Gya (12), Gopi (17), Sndku (18), Gopla (37), Tilangia (34), Banwari (28), in the 
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Benares Jail and Bandban (25), Piare (26), and Bidesbi (29), in the Bengal jails, 
and whose connections with the gang has been proved by the record of convictions ; 
might be tried jointly under section 401, or Bengal, wherever the Inspector-General 
of Police may consider advisable. 

7. In respect to the remainder* who are still at large it might be notified that # 3,9, 10, 23,27, 31, 35, 

1—1 30 37- 

in the event of arrest all persons entered as absconding in the schedule should be sent 
either to Benares or Calcutta for trial under section 401. The evidence available in 
each case has been noted in column 9. 

8. Meanwhile Sub-Inspector Khub Lai Singh of Bengal Police on special 
duty in Benares, who is proceeding shortly to Gorakhpur in another case, will 
investigate the connections with the Doms of that district in this case also. Constable 
Bam Surnair Singh of the Benares City Police with Gajadhar, village chavJtid&r of 
Marufpur, Ballua, who have especial knowledge of Domras in this district together 
with certain Dom informers, will proceed to Calcutta on recipt of sanction from the 
Inspector-General of Police, United Provinces, and will assist the Calcutta Police 
in identifying the Doms now resident in that city and to impart such information 
as may be requisite to enable the police to prosecute further inquiries regarding 
the gang case now pending there. 



Serial number. 
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Particulars of a Bom gang of burglars and dacoits 


2 

\ 

3 

4 

Name and 
aliases. 

Father’s name 
and aliases. 

Descriptiver-oll. 



Residence. 


Thana. District. 


rthipal alias Darshan alias Gan- Dark complexion; small eyes; 
Sbeopal Dom pat Dom alias round face; strong built; age 

alias Baboran Natha alias about 30 years. 

ml * n « ’Rat-liAV Cl TlAm r 


... I Camp 


alias Hakher 
alias Babu Lai 
Dom. 

(Gang leader in 
Calcutta.) 


Gopi Dom 


J D warka alias 

Jagdbari alias 
Kicberi Dora. 


Shimlhari alias 
Rumhit alias 
Biasessar Dom. 


Wheat complexion ; ears borer!; one 
mole on neck; age about 25 
years ; big bead ; well, mounted 
features ; prominent ears; scar 
on left ear; large cut sear 3X1 
inches in front of left thigh. 


Marufpur and Ballua 
Dliorai. Dbauapur 


Benares ... 
Gbiizipur ... ) 


3 J Palakdhari alias Shiuclhari alias Wheat complexion; round face; Phulwaria and Camp 
TilakdhariDom. Seadhan Dom. small-pox mark on face; long Marufpur. I Ballua 

eyes; long nose; both ears 
bored; one mole on left ear. 


4 Gya Dona ... Shiudhari ... Fair complexion ; long face; small- j Marufpur 

pox inark on face; average 
stature; age about 35 years. 
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working in Bengal and the United Provinces. 


6 


7 


8 


Record of conviction. 


Particulars of relationship, 
friends and associates. 


Relatives :—Chinaman and 
Ramdin Dom of Phulwaria 
are bothers-in-law. 

Ramgatia and Samgatia Doms 
of Phulwaria are nephew. 

Musammat Munia Dom in of 
Kolbua, police-station Bheln- 
pnr, is mother-in-law. 

Associates :—Palakdhari, Chura- 
man, Kabirwa, Nagwa, Ramdin, 
Bhojua and Khargua, Doms 
of Phulwaria. 


Date. 

OSence. 

Sentence. 

District. 

17th April 

457 

8 months 

Shahabad... 

1890. 




21st March 

109 

6 do. ... 

Ghazipur,.. 

1891. 

457 



lSth Der.em* 


2 years .. 

Shahahad... 

her 1891. 

75 



12th October 

110 

1 year ... 

Benares ... 

1898. 




29th March 

109 

1 1 do. ... 

Ditto 

1901. 





(Absconded in Faina gang case in which 
Nos. 3, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25, in 1902.) 


Present where¬ 
abouts. 


Under arrest in 
Calcutta, sec¬ 
tion 401, In¬ 
dian Penal 
Code. 


Associates :—Bahadur Dom, 

Sheogobind, Hardin and 
Jelayhi, Doms. 


14th April 
1890. 

31st March 
1897. 

10th October 
1899. 


27th October 
1899. 


Associates as per Nos. 1 and 2... 

Relatives .-—Patna Dom of 
Pa kb o pur, police-station 

Ballua, is cousin, 

Dulmi Domin of Nan Ealan, 
police-station Ballua, is mother- 
in-law. 

Bhairo Dom of Machbodri, 
police-station Kal Bhairo, is 
father-in-law 

Churaman Dom of Phulwaria is 
father-in-law. 

Friends :—Bbola, Ahir, and 
Kawlesar, Ahir, of Maruf- 
pur, police-station Ballua ; 
Abdul Jalil of Nadesar, police- 
station Sikroul, Benares. 


31sfc August 
1880. 

24th April 

1889. 

2ud J una 

1891. 

31st May 1897, 

15th Novem¬ 
ber 1900. 

2Sth February- 
1902. 


Associates .-—Bahadur, Hardin, 
Sheogobind, Dwarka and 
Jelayhi Doms. 


10 th March 
1882. 

16th August 
1883, 

24th April 
1889. 

5th March 


1895. 


27th October 
1899. 

20th October 
1902. 


9th February 
1903. ' 


457 

20 stripes 

Shahahad .. 

Now under trial 
in Calcutta, 

457 

2 years... 

Mirzapnr... 

section 401, 
arrested in 

109 

380 

75 

1 year... 

Ghazipur.,. 

Ma r n f p o r, 
police-station 
Ballua, under 

4 years... 

Monghyrin 
two cases. 

section 55 on 
10th Decem¬ 



ber 1903 by 
Benares Police. 


457 

457 

1 year ... 

2 years... 

Benares ... 
Do. 

In jail in 
Bengal. 

457 

1 year ... 

Ghazipur,., 


109 

6 months 

Benares ... 


379 

1 week 

Do. ... 


457 

1 year... 

Mirzapnr... 


no 

2 years.. 

Do. 


401,411 

10 do, ... 

Patna 


“75 



112 

3 months 

Benares „. 

In jail (Benares 
Central Pri¬ 

414 

6 do. ... 

Do. ... 

son). 

no 

G do. ... 

Do. ... 


379 

3 do. ... 

Do. ... 


380 

1| years 

Monghyr... 


109 

6 months 

Benares ... 


392 

5 years.. 

Ghazipur.., 


75 




9 


Synopsis of evidence avail¬ 
able against each man. 


(1) Benares Court Conviction 

p . . 357 

Register, page 

(2) Dom Register of Camp 
police-station. 

(3) See pages I, 3, 4, 5, G, S, 

10,11 and 13 of Bhondti’s con¬ 
fession, dated 18th and 19th 
November 3902. 

(4) See also pages 2 and 3 of 

Musammat Rajwantia’s 

statement. 

(5) See also pages 2, 3, 4, 5, 

G, 7, 8 and 9 of Mrs. 
Moreland’s statement. 

(G) See also pages 1 and 3 of 
Mrs. Stanley's statement. 

(7) Records in cases noted in 
column 7, specially section 
110 . 

(11 Benares Court F. P. 
Register, 

(2) Record in cases noted in 
column 7. 

(3) Identification in Benares 
Jail by Musammat Raj- 
wantia and Bhondu on I3th 
December 1903. 

(4) See pages 2 and 10 of 
Bbondu’s confession. 

(5) See also pages 2 rnd 3 of 
Mnsammat Rajwantia’s 
statement. 

(G) See also pages 2,5, 7, 8 and 
9 of Mrs. Moreland’s state¬ 
ment 

(7) See also page 1 of Mrs. 
Stanley’s statement. 

(8) Evidence of arresting 
officer Sub-Inspector Ram 
Saran Singh. 


Benares Court Conviction 

. 181 
Register, page . 

Dom Register of Camp 
police-station. 


Benares Court Conviction 
212 

Register, page 

Gr. 

Dom Register of Ballua police- 
station. 


7lA 
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Particulars of a Dom gang of burjlars and dacoits 


Name and 
aliases, 


Sheogobind alias 
Jadu alias 
Amrit Dom. 


Father’s name 
and aliases . 


Bagliubar alias 
Aiurudh alias 
Seo Dom. 


.Residence. 


Descriptive-roll. 


Dark complexion ; (?) nose ; mole 
on right cheek and on left 
shoulder ; burnt mark ou right 
side upper stomach; one mole 1 
inch below this ; ago 25 years; 
S' 6". 


Village. 


Jagatpur 


ThSna. 


Chetganj ... 


District. 


Benares 


6 


Bahadur Dom 
alias Kanwa 
alias Dal Baha¬ 
dur alias Putia. 


Bam Khelawan 
Dom alias 
Dindaval Dom. 


Sallow complexion ; small, light 
built; loft eye blind by small¬ 
pox; white mark in eye; droop¬ 
ing left eyelid ; small scar; large 
scar 2 X 1 on left upper stomach; 
scar 2 inches long on head; 5’ 2". 


Marufpur 


Ballua 


Ditto 


V 


Hirwa alias Deoki 
Dom. 


Bisessar alias 
Sukhari Dom. 


Sallow complexion; long face; tall 
stature; small-pox mark on 
face ; age about 29 years. 


Sawaiya 


Said Baja 


Ditto 


8 


Harbansua Dom,., 


Ghurbin Dom 


Sallow complexion; small-pox mark 
on face; small eyes ; tall stature; 
strong built; age about 30 years. 


Ealhuft 


Bhelupur k. 


Ditto 
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working in Bengal and the United Provinces— (continued). 



Particulars of relationship, 
friends, and associates. 


Becord of conviction. 



Present where* 
a boats. 


Synopsis of evidence avail¬ 
able against each man. 


Associates: —Bahadur, Hardin, 
Sheogobind, Dwarka and 
Jelayhi Boms. 

Kept Mnsammat Amrobkia, 
daughter of Jelayhi Dom, 
about six months. Is married 
to Mnsammat Sonpatia, sister 
of MahabirDom of Shabpur, 
district Shahabad, where he 
keeps a bania’s shop at which 
stolen property is disposed 
of. 


4th October 
1897. 

27th October 
1899. 


411 j 2 years | Birbhnm 


Now under trial 
in Calcutta, 
section 401, 
Penal Code, 
arrested in 
Mar u f p n r, 
police station 
Ballua, under 
section 55 on 
10th Decem¬ 
ber 1903 by 
Benares Police. 


(1) Benares Court P. P. Be- 
gister. 

(2) Identification in Benares 
Jail by Bhondu and Mu- 
sarnmat Rajwantiaon 13th 
December 1903. 

(3) Evidence of arresting 
officer Sab-Inspector Ram 
Saran Singh. 


Associates as per No. 4. 
Relatives :—Gya Dom of 
Marufpur, police-station 
Ballua, is sdla (brother-in-law). 
His mother lives in village 
Manjhor, police-station Said- 
pur, Ghazipur. 


27th October 
1899. 


Under arrest (l) Benares Conit F. P, Re¬ 
in Calcutta. gister. 

(2) See pages 2 and 10 of 
Bhondu’s confession. 

(3) See pages 2 and 3 of 
Mnsammat Rajwantia’s 
statement. 

(4) See pages 5, 6,7, 8 and 9 of 
Mrs. Moreland’s statement. 

(5) Identification in Benares 
Jail on 10th by Bhondu and 
Mnsammat Rajwantia. 

(6) Evidence of arresting 
officer Sub-InBpector Ram 
Saran Singh. 


Associates Parbhu Dom, 
Ishri, Saggam and Patonwa 
Dom of Sawaiya, police- 
station Said Raja. 

Relatives :—Pargas Dom of 
Bishunpur, police-station 
Said Raja, is maternal uncle. 

Mnsammat Lakhpatia, daughter 
of Sanhi Bom of Pakhopnr, 
police-station Ballna, was his 
first wife. 

Mnsammat Gendia, daughter of 
Bhondu Dom of Dompurwa, 
police-station Bhelupur, is bis 
wife. 

Biahundayal Dom of Singhitoli, 
police-station Ramnagar, 
Benares, is his grandfather. 

Mnsammat Parbatia, his father’s 
sister, is married to Dnrsan 
Dom. • 

Bhagwan and Kaleswar of Singhi¬ 
toli, at present of Tirna, police- 
station Mirzapnr Khurd, 
Mirzapur, are brothers and Ram 
Das of Singhitoli is cousin. 
Kaleswar’s son is married 
to the daughter of Meghn 
Dom of Pachora, police- 
station Chunargarh, Mirzapnr. 

Associates Chbedi, Mnsafir, 
Gopi and Moti Lai Dom of 
Kalhua, police-station Bheln- 
pur. 

Relatives Jageswar Dom of 
Kabirchaura, police-station 
Chetganj, is his father-in-law. 

Tuna alias Ghurbin Dom of 
Bamanpora, police-station 
Chanbepur, is brother of his 
father-in-law. 


18th March 
1899. 

29th January 
1898. 


13th January 
1893. . 

3rd July 1894 


6th February 
1894. 

3rd October 
1897. 

24th January 
1902. 


09 ! 6 months 


Absent since (1) Benares Court Conviction 
between 10th 275 

December 1902 Register, page <-=*— 

to 25th Decern- 

her 1902. Rs. 5 (2) Dom Register of Said 

reward. Wanted Raja, 
in Calcutta, (3) See page 6 of Mrs. Moreland’s 
section 401, statement. 

Indian Penal 
Code. 


Register, page 


fUnder trial in 
Calcutta, arrest¬ 
ed by Sub-In¬ 
spector Bandi- 
din on 19th 
December 1903, 
section 55, Cri¬ 
minal Pro¬ 
cedure Code, in 
Ram n a g a r, 
Benares. 


(1) Benares Court Conviction 

91 * 

Register, page —‘ 
ix 

(2) Dom Register of Bheln- 
pur. 

(3) Evidence of arresting 
officer Sub-I nspector 
Bandidin. 

(4) See page 9 of Mrs. 
Moreland’s statement. 














Soria! number. 
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Particulars of a Dom gang of burglars and dacoita 



3 

4 

Father’s name 
and aliases. 

Descriptive-roll. 



9 Hardinwa alias Jaipal alias Jag Dark complexion ; one mole on left Pandiara 

Gya, alias Sulchit Mohan alias breast and on right shoulder; Pachabatia. 

alias Mahahali Raghubir Dom. three boil marks on left mouth ; 

Dom. age about 25 years. 


Nandganj 

Kotwali 


Ghazipur 

Jaunpur 


10 Chliedi Dom alias Bijlu alias Chilwa Dark complexion; long face; Kalhua 
Chhedia alias Dom alias small-pox mark on face; middle 

Dwarka. Biokbakal Dom. stature; age about 26 years. 


Bhelupur ... Benares i. 


11 Bhondu Dom Ram Khelawan., 
alias Bhnna 

alias Bliundas. 


Sallow complexion ; round face ; Gosainpatti 
one wart on back and another 
on neck ; inoculation marks on 
both arms ; one mole on left 
elbow ; scar on left knee ; age 
about 35 years. 


Bbawanipur... Calcutta 


12 Angmi Dom ... JageswarDom 


Sallow complexion ; round face ; Bkodan 
small-pox mark on face; both 
arms inoculated; age about 40 
years. 


Adanapur 


13 Pul gen wa Dom Gathwa Dom 


Dark complexion; round face; Grant Bazdr 
middle stature; age about 
20 years. 
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■working in Bengal and the United Provinces —(continued). 


6 


7 



8 

9 


llecord of conviction. 




Particulars of relationship, 
friends, and associates. 

Date. 

Offence. 

Sentence. 

j 

! 

District. j 

Present where- 1 
abouts. | 

Synopsis of evidence avail* 
ab’.e against each man. 

Associates as per No. 6 

He kept Musammat Tunis, 

13th August 
1902. 

109 

3 J’ £ ar... 

ShahaLad... 1 

' 

Under trial in 
Calcutta. He 
was arrested 

(1) F. F. Register of Benares 
Court. 

daughter of Jabbi Dorn (19), 
sister of Sampatia, mentioned 
in No. 5. 

His real residence is niauza 
Pandiara, police-station 

Nandganj, Ghazipur. 

23th Septem- 
1902. 

109 

1 do. ... 

Benares. 

by Sub-Ins- j 
pector P.3tn j 
Saran Singh i 
of Ballua 1 

on 10th Dec- j 
ember 1903. 

officer Sub-Inspector Earn 
Saran Singh. 

Note. —Evidence as to his 
accomplice in Calcutta 
appears to be weak. He 
was not identified by Mus- 
ammat Rapa, and his eon- 
vietion-roll shows that 
lie was ia Shahahad Jail 
on 23rd September 1901 to 
22nd August 1902 and. 
again in Benares from 25th 
September 1902 to 29th 
September 1903, which«vill 
just about cover the period 
in which the cases occurred 
in Calcutta. 

Associates as per No. 9 

20th April 

1891. 

379 

15 stripc-s 

Benares 

Under trial in 
Calcutta. 

(1) Benares Court Conviction 

r? . , 1C2 

Register, page- 

Relatives. —Musaflr Dom of 

3rd May 1S92 

411 

9 months 

Ditto. 


Kalhua, police-station Blmlu- 
pur, is brother-in-law 

( lahnoi ). 

17th January 
1894. 

llth January 
1897. 

lGth April 

1901. 

1st January 
1904. 

379 

379 

73 

109 

41 

"75 

2 years’ 
R. I. and 
20 stripes 

3 years,., 

1 year ... 

7 years... 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

24-Parganas. 


4 “ c 

(2) Dcm Register of Bhelu- 
pur. 

(3) See page 1 of Mrs. 
Stanley’s statement. 

(4) See pages 2, 4, 5, 6, 

9 of Mrs Moreland’s 
statement. 

(5) See page 3 of Musammat 
ltajwantia’s statement. 

(6> S t e pages 1 and 10 of 
Bhoinlu’s confessions. 

Associates :—Fulgenwa, Gopla, 
Indar, and Telnngia Homs of 
Sikroul police-station. 

Relatives .-—Beni Dom of Digia, 
police-station Jaitpura, is his 
father-in-law. 

Tola Dom of mulialla Meona, 
poIice-6tation Sikroul, is brother 
of his father-in-law- 

19th March 
1903. 

457 

457 

30 stripes 

Benares .„ 

Ditto 

(1) Benares Court Conviction 

„ . , 1207 

Register, page -. 

~ B 

(2) Dom Register of Sikroul 
police-station. 

Approver in Calcutta gang 
ease now under trial. 

(3) Confession recorded by 
Joint Magistrate, Alipur, 
dated 18th and 19th De¬ 
cember 1903. 

(4) See crime statement, 
pulice-Btation Sikroul, from 
24th February to 3rd March 
1903. 

Relative :—Jageswttr Dom of 
Katur Chaura, police-station 
G’hetganj, is his father. 

6th Septem¬ 
ber 1892. 

73 

3 SO 

2 years... 

Benares ... 

In Calcutta jail 
Absconded from 
A d amp ura 

(1) Benares Court Conviction 
135 

Register, page —, 

23rd J uly 

1896. 

30th May 18S9, 

75 

no 

2 do. ... 

1 year ... 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

police-station, 
since 1900. 

A 

(2) Dom Register of Chet- 
ganj and Adampur police* 
stations. 

(3) See pages 5 and 9 of 
Mrs. Moreland’s statement. 

Associates .— Gopla, Bagaiclnva, 
Gatbwa, and Telangia Dom 
of Grant BazSr, police-station 
Sikroul. 

Relative .—Gopla of Grant Bazar 
police-station Sikroul, is 
hia brother. 





Said to be in 
Bhawanipur 

H ospital, Cal¬ 
cutta. 

(1) Dom register of Sikroul 
police-station. 

(2) See pages 5, G and 9 of 
Mrs. Moreland’s state¬ 
ment. 

(3) See page 3 of Husammat 
Bajwantia’s statement. 


72a 







Serna! number. 


{ 2S4a ) 

Particulars of a Dora gang of burglars and dacoits 


2 

3 

4 

Name and 
aliases. 

Father’s name and 
aliases. 

Descriptive-roll. 


14 Gopi Dom 


Firu Dom 


Sallow complexion; long; face; 
small-pox mark on face; one 
mole below loft side of mouth ; 
ono mole on riglit neck-bone ; 
one rnole on stomach ; scar one 
inch on left leg ; age about 3© 
years. 


15 Sudhu 


16 Gopla Dom 


Bula aZia* Janki 


Dark complexion ; long face ; 
small-pox mark on faco; boil 
mark one inch on right leg; soar 
on left thigh; age about 58 
years. 


Dark complexion; long face; strong 
built; ono wart on left side of 
belly; one mole on right shoulder; 
tall stature; age about 40 years; 
small-pox mark ; sear half inch 
long on right elbow ; mole on 
right ribs ; boil mark on left 
knee ; stripe mark on buttock. 


Grant B&zSr 


17 Indar Dom 


Utim alias Bam Sallow complexion ; round face ; Orderly Bazdr 
Din, small-pox mark on face; scar on 

left knee ; one mole on left 
shoulder ; age about 45 years. 


18 Tilangia Dom 


Chulbul Dom 


19 Jelayhi Dom Tilok Dom 


Dark complexion; long face; strong 
built; one mole below left eye ; 
one scar on left shouldeT ; age 
about 30 years ; small-pox mark 
on face; mole on left cheek; scar 
2 inches long on left arm; stripeB 
mark on buttock ; boil mark on 
left knee. 


Wheat complexion ; long face ; 
small-pox mark on face ; tall 
stature ; age about 40 years, 



Muhalla Meana 


Marufpur 
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working in Benqcd and the United Provinces— (continued). 


Particulars of relationship, 
friends, and associates. 


1 ecord of conviction. 



Present Synopsis of evidence available 
whereabouts. against aaeh man. 


Associates as per Ho 27 


9th November 
1834. 

Util Decem¬ 
ber 18S4. 

5th October 
1S84. 

12th March 
1891. 

10th June 
1901. 

17th April 
1903. 

17th April 
1903. 


411 1J years, 
and Its. 

5 fine. 

411 1 year, 

and Rs. 

5 fine. 

411 1 year ... 

109 G months 

109 1 year Benares. 

109 1 do. ... Ditto. 


109 1 do. ... Benares 


Is in Benares (1) Bsnares Court Conviction 
Jad. 6yg 

Register, page --—-. 

G- 

(2) Evidence of arresting 
officer, police-station 
Ballua. 


Associates as per No. 13 

Relatives : — Gathwa Dorn of 
Grant Bazar, police-station 
Sikroul, is Btep-father. 

Pulgenwa Dom of Grant Bazar, 
police-statiou Sikroul, i» 
brother. 

Gabanwa Dom of Piri, police- 
station Chetganj, is father-in- 
law. 

Associates as per No. 13 

Relative ;—Tola bom of 

muhalla Meana, police-station 
Sikroul, ia son-in-law. 


Associates as per No. 13 
Relative :—Tola Dom of 

muhallft Meana, police-station 
Sikroul, is hi* father-in-law. 


9th May 1883 
13th May 1892 
21st July 1898 
2nd May 1901 


- r . 457&411 
March —— 
t. 75 


Associates as per No. 4 ... 

This raau’s two daughters, Mu- 
sammata Amrokhia and Tania, 
married Sham Lai Dom of 
Gorakhpur, who was hanged, 
after which they were kept by 
Hardin (No. 9) and Sheogo- 
bind (No. 5). 


7 stripes 
2 years,., 
1 year ... 

1 do. ... 

2 years 
and 30 
stripes. 


8th January 
1886. 

19th June 
1886. 

19th Decem¬ 
ber 1889. 

15th Decem¬ 
ber 1892. 


Benares 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 
Bitt >. 


Ia in j ail 


411 4 months Benares 

457 2 years... Ditto. 

110 1 year ... Ditto. 


10 years Ditto. 


Under trial in 
Benares Jail. 


Professional horse poisoner, will probably be transported for life 
in the present case ( ection 457, Penal Cede). In the event of 
conviction may be offered a pardon if he exposes the Maghaiya 
Dom gang in Benares addicted to horse and cattle poisoning. 


4th January 
1896. 

7tli September 
1901. 

19 th March 

1903. 


27th October 
1899. 


15 stripes Benares Is in jail 
9 months Ditto. 


2 years. „ 


Honghyr. 


Is present at 
home. 


To he arrested and tried in Benares under section 401, Penal Code, 
on the conviction of the accased in the present Calcutta case. 


(1) Benares Court Conviction 

382 

Register, page ——. 

(2) Dom Register of Sikroul 
police-station. 

(3) See crime statement of 
Sikroul police-station from 
24th February to 3rd March 
1903. 

(1) Benares Court Conviction 

76 

Register, page —- 

(2) Dom register of Sikroul 
police-station. 


(1) Benares Court Conviction 
38 

Register, page —. 

(3) Dom Register of Sikroul 
police-station. 

(3) See crime statement of 
Sikroul police-station from 
24th February to 3rd March 
1903. 

(1) Benares Court Conviction 

557 

Register, page ——. 

(2) Dom Register of Sikroul 
police-station. 

(3) Evidence of arresting 
officer Sub-Inspector Ram 
Saran Singh on 10th Dec¬ 
ember 1903. 

Nom—Can be tried under 
section 401, Indian Penal 
Code, in Benares on convic¬ 
tion of Dwarka and the 
others in Calcutta. 




Serial number. 


( 2S6a ) 

Particulars of a Pom gang of burglars and dacoit§ 



Residence. 


Name and 
aliases. 


20 


Musammafc Ga- 
Lanwa alias 
Gbunia Dom. 


Father’s name and 
aliases. 


Descriptive roll. 


Wife of Jelaybi 
Dom. 


Sallow complexion ; round face ; 
average eyes ; small-pox mark 
on face ; tall stature ; strong 
built; age about 40 years 


Village. 


Marufpup 


Thana. 


District. 


Ballua 


Benares 


H' 


21 


liamgati Dom 


Churaman alias 
Chiugi Dom. 


Sallow complexion; round face; ope 
mole on left cheek ; middle sta¬ 
ture; age about 24 years. 


Pkulwaria 


Camp 


Dittp 


Churaman alias 
Chingi alias 
Tulsi Dom. 


Pancham alias 
Sheodyal Dom. 


{Gang leader of 
JPhulwaria gang 
and Banhifur 
gang.) 


Dark complexion ; short stature ; 
cut mark on left side of nose ; 
mole on left kpee ; age about 
50 years. 


Pbulwari^ 


Canjp 


Dittp 


£3 Kamdin alias 
Daiuri alias 
Mokur Dom. 


Pancbam alias 
Samp a lias 
Laclikinan 
Dom. 


Fair complexion ; small-pox mark 
on face ; loug face and ey.es ; 
middle stature ; age about 35 
years. 


Ditto 


Do. 


Ditto 


24 


Blnurjwa Dom 


Clilutua Dom 


Daik complexion; long face; small¬ 
pox mark on face; middle bunt ; 
age about 35 years. 


Ditto 


Dp. 


Dittp 


Kahirwa alias 
Ram Lai Dom. 


Darsan Dom 


Dark comulexion; round face; both 
arms iuoculated ; one scar below 
left knee; age about 29 years. 


Ditto 


Do. 


Ditto 


26 


Kieberi alias 

Luawa Dom 
alias Natka 

alias Mathura 
alias Jura 

alias Mina. 


Beseswar alias 
Cbbatak alias 
Jbutnak. 


Dark complexion ; strong buiit; 
age about 35 years. 


Sajdppr 


... Saidpur 


Gb6zipur 












( 237a ) 

working in Bengal and the United Bvovinces— (continued). 


6 


Particulars of relationship, 
friends, and associates. 


Associates as per No. 2 
Her two daughters, Musammat 
Arnrokhia and Tunia, married 
Sham Lai of Gorakhpur, who 
was hanged, after which they 
were kept by Hnr Din (No. 9) 
and Sheogohind (No. 5). 
Associates as per No, 1 
Samgatia of Phuhvaria is his 
brother. 


Associates as per No. 1 
Relatives :—Musammat Mulki 
of Sndar Bazar, police*station 
Camp, is mother-in-law. 
Lachhman Dom of Chor, police* 
station Harotapur, Azam- 
garh, is brother-in-law. 
Sardliaria of Marufjmr, police- 
station Ballua, is tamdlri. 
Eaghu Dom of Tarki, police- 
station Chapra, is samdhi. 


Associates as per No. 1 


Associates as per No. 1 

Relatives :—Bidesi Dom of 

Pilkhana, police-station Chet- 
ganj, is father-in-law, 

Musammat Munia of Kolkua, 
police-station Bhelupur, is 
mother-in-law. 

Gopi of Kolbua, police-station 
Bhelupur, is sala (brother-in- 
law). 

Associates as per No. 1 

Relatives .—Musammat Mnnia 
of Phulwaria is his brother’s 
wife. 

Musammat Budhni of Phul- 
waria is his aunt; Churaman 
of Phulwaria is his brother- 
in-law. 


7 

S 

9 

Record of conviction. 







Present 

wbereabontg. 

Synopsis of evidence available 
against each man. 

Date. 

Offence. 

Sentence. 

District. 


27th October 1 

380 

2 years.,. 

Monghyr... 

Is present at 

Dom Registar of Ballua police- 

1899. | 


home. 

station. 

To be arrested and tried in Benares under section 401, Penal Code, 


on the conviction of the accused in the present Calcutta case. 


15th Novem- 

110 | 

7 months ! 

Benares 

Is at home ... 

(I) Benare3 Court Conviction 

her 1900. 
28th February 

•101 and 1 

3 years... j 

Patna. 


724 

Register, page ~ . 

1902. 

411 



| 

(2) Dom Register of Camp 

j 

1 

police-station. 

Records of cases in column 7. 

26th October 

1 110 

1 year... 

Benares ... 

Is in jail, 

Benares Court Conviction 

1894. 

457 

Shahabad. 

Bengal. 

Register, page 

31st March 

6 months 



1S97. 

j 




Dom Register of Camp police- 

12th October 

! no 

lyear ... 

Banares. 


station. 

1898. 

1 



Records of the cases mention- 

Stli March 

| 109 

1 do, *»• 

Ghazipur. 


ed in column 7. 

1899. 

7tli December 

109 

1 do. ... 

Patna. 



1900. 

28th February 
1902. 

401 & 411 

7 years... 

Do. 

1 Do. 



75 



ISth August 

325 

2 do. ... 



1902. 






9th May 1900 

109 

I year ... 

Gya 

Ditto 

Benares Court Conviction Re- 

20tli August 
1900. 

411 

12 stripes 

Do. 


2jo 

gister, page _. 

2Sth August 

t 379 

18 do. 

Do. 


Dom P u-ister of Camp 

1900. 

' 401 & 


Patna. 


polii-e-t a turn. 

28th February 

10 yeara 

' 

Record N. cases mentioned in 

1902. 

j 411 

! 




column 7. 

20th Novem* 

110 

lyear ... 

Benares ... 

Is present at 

Dom Register of Camp police- 

1S97. 



homo. i 

st r:ion. 

28th February 

401 

1 do. ... 

Patna. 


Records of cases ;n column 7. 

1-902. 






20th May 1S93 

109 

6 months 

Benares ... 

In jail, Bengal 

Benares Court Conviction 

30th Septem¬ 
ber 1896. 

401 

4 years... 

Bankipur. 

Register, page -g-. 

15th April 

411 

9 mouths 

Gya. 


Dom Register of Camp police- 

1901. 





station. 

28th February 

401 & 

7 years... 

Patna. 


Records of the case in column 

1902. 

411 

Do. 


7. 

18th August 

325 

2 do. ... 



1902. 






12th Decern- 

457 

9 months 


Under trial iB 

(I) Benares Court Conviction 

460 

bar 1896. 
21st November 
1899. 

379 

1 mouth 

Shahabad. 

Calcutta. 

Register, page 

(2) See page 1 of Mrs. 
Stanley’s statement. 

(3) See pages G, 7, and 9 of 

20th October 
1908 

109 

6 months 

Benares. 


2nd May 1899 

109 

6 do. ... 

Ghazipur. 


Mrs. Moreland’s statement. 

176h January 
1904. 

395 

3 years... 

24-Parganas 

<- 

(4) See page 3 of Musammat 
Rajwantia’s statement. 





5) See pages 1 and 10 of 






Bhindu’s confession. 


73a 










Serial number. 


( 288 a ) 

Particulars of a Dom gang of burglars and dacoits 


1 2 


3 


Name and Father’s name 

aliases. and aliases. 


27 


Parbhu Dom 


Bidesi Dom 


4 


Descriptive-roll. 


9M 


Dark complexion; long face; 
middle stature ; mole on left 
check; mole above left eyebrow ; 
long cut mark front of left 
thigh; ears bored; mark of cut 
on left forehead; age about 35 
years. 


6 


Residence. 


Village. 


ThSna, 


Sawaiya 


Said Raja ... 


District. 


Benares 


28 


Bandhan Dom 


Gopal Dom 


Sallow complexion ; long face ; two 
teeth long j tall stature ; cut 
mark on head; small-pox mark 
on face. 


Kanta 


Ditto 


Ditto 


29 


Ishri Dom 


Behari Dom 


Dark complexion ;'small-pox mark 
on face ; round face; scar on 
forehead; two scars on back ; 
wart on right side of neck; long 
scar on right leg ; stripes mark 
on buttock ; age about 30 years. 


Sawoiya 


Ditto 


Ditto 


& 


30 


Ganesh Dom 
(arrested). 


Sukhn alias Ram- 
jiawan alias Ram 
Dae Dom. 


Sallow complexion; small-pox 
mark on face; tall stature; age 
about 40 yearB. 


Misir Pokhra 


Dasasumedh... 


Ditto 













( 2S9a ) 

working in Bengal and the United Provinces-- (continued]. 



Synopsis of evidence avail¬ 
able against each man. 


Associates .-—Tshri, Saggam, 
Potanwa, Hirwa, Balgobind 
and Bnnwari Doms of Sawai- 
ya, police-station Said Baja, 
Benares. 

Relatives .— Maternal nncle 
Sanehi Dora and his wife, 
Musammat Ramkali of 
Pakhopur, police-station 
Ballua, Benares. 

8epahi Dorn of Pakhopnr, police- 
station Ballua, Benares. 
Mansa, mother. 

Musammat Parbatia of Pakho- 
pur. 

Musammat Telonia, daughter 
of Bitan Dora of Phulwaria, 
police-station Camp, is his first 
wife. 

Musammat Kajwantia, daughter 
of Meghu Dom of Pachaura, 
police-Btation Chunar, Mirza- 
pnr, is hiB wife. 

Kept MnBammat Eajwantia 
(witness, gang case) in 
Calcutta. 

Associates as par No. 1 

Relatives :—Tengan Dom of 
Marufpnr, police-station 

Ballua, is his father-iu-law. 

Matadiu of Marufpur, police- 
station Ballua, is his sdla. 

Pargaa Dom of Bishunpur, 
polico-station Said Baja, is his 
couBin. 

Chituft Dom of Sahadwar, 
police-station Said Baja, is 
his cousin. 

Kharthua Dom, son of Lalchua 
of Nohin, police-station 
Chaudauli, is nephew. 

Associates as per No. 27 ... 

Relatives Kawalpatia Domin, 
daughter of Musammat 
Parbatia of Pakhopur,.police- 
station Ballua, was his kept- 
woman. 

Parbatia is at Nedhawara, police- 
station Ballua. 

Sanehi of Pakhopnr, police- 
station Ballua, is his maternal 
uncle. 

Relative :—Gahonwa Dom of 
muhalla Bania, police-sta¬ 
tion. Chetganj, is father-in- 
law. 


19th August 
1892. 

31st May 1897 
28th May 1901 
17th April 
1903. 


14 

—th January 
12 

1889. 

5 th March 

1891. 

19th Septem- 
1896- 

10th Novem¬ 
ber 1898. 

11th January 
1899. 


8th Novem¬ 
ber 1902. 
9tb January 
1903. 


17th Septem¬ 
ber 1873. 
28th March 
1876. 

4th May 1878 
Ditto 

5 th Decern - 

I her 1882. 


4 months 

2 years... 
1 year ... 
do. ... 


Is in jail, Bena- 


Mirzapur. 

Benares. 

Do. 


—1 year... Allahabad 
37y 

392 2 years Benares, 

and 15 
stripes. 

110 1 year ... Do. 

379 

- 2 months Shahahad. 

75 

395 „ 

——- 6 years Do. 


Is in 
Bengal. 


Benares Court Conviction 
Begister. page ~. 

(2) Dom Begister ef Said 
Baja. 

(3) Bee pages 2 and 9 of Mrs. 
Moreland’s statement 

(4'' See pages 2, 3, and 4 of 
Musammat Bajwantia’s 
statement. 

(5) Identification in Benares 
Jail by Musammat Rajwan- 
tia, on 13th December 1903. 

(6) Evidence of arresting 
officer, police-station Ballua, 
14th April 1903. 

Noth.— Should also be identi¬ 
fied by Mrs. Moreland. 


(1) Benares Court Conviction 
434 

Begister, page . 

(1) Dom Register of Said 
Ilaja police-Btation. 


457 15 stripes Benares .. 

395 7 years... Dumka. 


10 stripes 


(1) F. P. Register of Benares 
Court. 

(2) Dom Begister of Said 
Raja police-station. 

(3) See pages 2, 3, and 4 of 
Musammat R&jwantia’e 
statement. 

NofS-— Wrong, as he was in 
jail. 


Absent from (1) Benares Court Conviction 
Jaitpura police- _ 68 

station since Begister, page —. 


23rd Novem¬ 
ber 1901. 

Bs. 5 reward. 


26th January 451 & 3v9 ^ ^ 


(2) Dom Register of Dasa- 
srimed police-station. 

(3) See page 3 of Musammat 
Bajwantia’s statement. 


12th Angnst 
1899. 


1 year... 














( 290a ) 

Particulars of a Born gang of burglars and dacoits 



Sagma 

(arrested) 


Dark complexion ; strong built; 
tall stature; both ears bored ; cut 
mark ou left brow ; both arms 
vaccinated ; scar on loft thigh ; 
age about 40 years. 


Sawaiya 


Said Raja ... 


Formerly of Kedlianra, police station Eallua, 




Ram Ghulam alias Sona Dorn 
P^gla Dom alias 
R.am G o b 1 a 
Don:. 


Sallow complexion ; round face; Bullua 
scar on left leg ; ago about 25 
years. 


... Ballua 


Gajadbar Dom Bhabuti Dom ... Dark complexion ; small-pox mark 
(arrested). on face ; a white speck in the 

eye ; tall stature ; lame by right 
leg ; age about 42 years; a cut 
mark ou right side of lip. 


Dhehipur ... Ditto 


Samgatio alias Cburamau alias Dark complexion; short stature; Phulwaria 
Singhia Dom Chingi. long eyes ; ago about 20 years. 

(arrested). 


Bamvari Dom 


Bandhan 


Sallow complexion ; long face ; Kanta Biahun- 
small-pox mark on face; tall pur. 
stature ; age about 30 years ; cub 
mark on head ; two upper teeth 
long. 


Suit! Raja 


3G I Ragwa Dom 


Hanuman Dom Dark complexion; small-pox mark Phulwaria Camp 

alias Kkeyali on face ; middle stature ; age 
Dom. about 35 years. 


37 BidesiDom alias Gurdiysl alias Sallow complexion; long face; tall Sawaiya 
Bengali alias Parblm Dom, stature; age 50 years. 

Bo bar i Dom. 


Said Raja ... Ditto 


3S Laehman Dom Gopi Dom 



Dark complexion ; thin built; mid- Phulwaria 
die stature ; age about 50 years. 


Drak complexion ; long face; mid- Sawaiya 

die stature ; age about 30 years. 








( 29U ) 

working in Bengal and the United Provinces —(continued). 



Particulars of relationship, 
friends, and associates. 


Record of conviction. 


Offence. Sentence. District. 


Present where- Synopsis of evidence available 
abouts. against each man. 


Associates as per No. 27 

Relatives Brother Chhatankia 
with his wife, Muaammat 
Chirangia, is at Nidhaura, 
police-station Ballua. 

Musammat Chirangia’s first hus¬ 
band, Dhondha Dorn of Ram- 
garh, police-station Ballua. 
Gburphikni Dotnin of Ni- 
dharua, police-station Ballua, 
is niece. 

Musammat Kutania, daughter 
of Gangaof Phulwaria, police- 
station Saidpur, Ghazipur, is 
his wife. 

Musammat Begaroi of Phulwa¬ 
ria, police-station Saidpur, 
Ghazipur, is mother-in-law. 

Associates as per No. 1 


4th October 
1897- 


Birbhutn 


Associates : *—Chhedi, Musafir, 
Harbansua, and Gawauia of 
Kalhua, police-station Bhelu- 
pur, Benares. 

Relative .—Tira Dorn of Kaithi, 
police-station Chaubepur, is 
father-in-law. 

Associates as per No. 1 ... 


10 th March 
1898. 

2Gth March 

1898. 

11th October 

1899. 


9th February 
1887. 

7 th February 
1889- 

9th August 
1892. 

30th October 
1897. 

17th June 
1901. 


Associates an per No, 27 ... 

Ilelat ivos —Tengan Dom of 

Mar •fp-.ir, police-station Ballua, 
is hi.j mother’s father. 

Matadin Dom of Marnfpur, 
police-station Ballua, is his 
maternal uncle. 

Pargas Dom of Bislmnpur, police- 
station Said Itaja, is his uncle. 

Chitua Dom of Sahatwar, police- 
station Said Baja, is his uncle. 

Khartua Dom, son of Lalcha of 
Nohiu, police-station Chan- 
dauli, Benares, is his cousin. 

Associates as per No. I 

Relatives :—Musammat Sakli of 
Orderly Bazar, police-station 
Sikroul, in mother-in-law. 

Piritam Dom of Gangapur, 
police-station Chaubepur, is 
father-in-law of his brother. 

Maugru Dom of Gangapur, 
police-station Chaubepur, is his 
brother-in-law (sella'). 

Associates as per No. 27 


Associates as per No. 1 


Associates as per No. 27 


28th May 1901 
17 tli August 
1903. 


414 20 stripes Benares 

457 

— 30 do. Ditto. 
7o 

110 1 year ... Ditto. 


379 25 stripes Ditto 


429 

6 months Ditto. 
511 

110 6 do. ... Ditto. 
379 12 stripes Ditto 


110 1 year... Ditto 

109 l do. 


Absent since 
between 13th 
December 1902 
to 2oth Decem¬ 
ber 1902. Rs. 5 
reward. 


( 1 ) Dom Register of Said 
Raja. 

( 2 ) See page 4 of Musammat 
Rajwantia’s statement. 


Under trial in 
Calcutta. 


Absent from 

B helupur 
since 1901. 

Rs. 5 reward for 
his arrest. 


(1) Benares Court Conviction 

„ . 629 

Register, page——. 

ft 

(2) See pages 4 and 9 of Mrs. 
Moreland’s statement. 

(3) See pages 2 and 10 of 
Bhondu’B confession. 

( 1 ) Benares Court Conviction 

274 

Register, page ——. 

G 

i (2) Dom Register of Bhelu* 
pur. 

(3) See pages 5 and 9 of Mrs, 
Moreland’s statement. 


since i Benares Court Conviction 


2Sth January 
1901. Rs. 5 
reward. 


Register, page ——. 

b 

Dom Register of Camp police- 
station. 

Benares Court Conviction 

„ . J 1104 

Register, page—— . 

Jd 

Dom Register of Said. Raja 
police-station. 


18th May 1899 I 380 4 months ] Darjeeling, 


Absent since Dom Register of Camp police- 
2 S:h January station. 

1901. Rs. 5 
reward. 


21 st and 27th 
July 1897. 
9th January 
1903. 


15th Decem¬ 
ber 1898. 

24fch February 
1897. 

17th Septem- 
I her 1900. 


457 G months Shahahad,., In jail, Bengal Benares Court Conviction 

948 

401 7 years... Dumka. Register, page —— . 

Dom Register of Said Raja 

41 j police-station. 

—— 3 do. ... Azamgarh, Absent since the Dom Register of Camp police- 

73 date of his station. 

oQn release. Rs. 5 


- 18 months Ditto. reward 

457 

411 5 years... Benares ... In jail 


Dom Register of Said Raja 
police-station. 


74a 









Serial number. 


( 292a ) 

Particulars of a Pom gang of burglars and dacoits 



Name and 
aliases, 


Father’s name 
and aliases. 



Residence. 

Village. 

Thau a. 

District, 


40 Balgobind Dom Bissessai Dom ... Dark complexion; round face; Sawaiya 
(arrested). middle built; age about 30 years. 


Said Raja ... Benares 


41 Palit alias sipahi Dom ... 

Bbuwan alias 
Bandhi Dom. 


Phulwaria ... Saidpur ... Gh&zipur 


42 Buddhu Chamar Bbikbari Duaadb 

alias Mantilu alias La ebb u a 

alias Bliamdos alias Prasad 

alias Mandula Dom. 

Dom. , 


Allahabad 


43 Gulelwa Dom ... Dulam Dom .. 


Dark complexion 5 middle stature ; 
one soar on forehead and three on 
head; shot marks on left shoulder 
and also on right side of wrist; 
three moles on left side of chest; 
tattoo mark below right knee; 
age about 30 years. 


Suidpur 


Ghfizipur ... 


44 , Nata alias Natha Darshan 
Dom alias 
Kalar Mehter. 


Hukulganj Sikroul Benares 


1 

45 Grathwa ... Bhondu ... Wheat complexion; round face; Grant Bazar ... Sikroul ... Benares „ 

small-pox marks on face; tattoo 
marks on chest; mark on right 
ellow; strong built; age about 40. 

■The following names have been mentioned in connection with this gang-bnt up to date the inquiry has failed to establish their identity 


46 Salig Dom ... 

47 Raghu Dom ... 

48 Phulchaud Dorn... 

49 Sagbor ,,, 

60 ‘Newazi 

61 Benarsi 

62 Lochan ... 

63 Gitka 

64 A man with big head 

(name unknown). 

65 Alopia 

66 Munna ... 

67 Haridas alias 

Hardyal, 


Said to he of Kanuganj, Cawnpore 
Said to he living in Serampur 


Mentioned by Musammat 
Rajwantia and Mrs. 
Moreland. 














( 293a ) 

working in Bengal and the United Pwiwes-fcoacMed). 


Particulars of relationship, 
friends, and associates, 


Associates as per Nos. 2, and 4. 

Relation Musammat Taria 
Domin of Pachdeora, police- 
station Nandganj, Ghazipur, 
is his wife. 

Ganga Dom of Pachdeora, 
police-station Nandganj, 

Ghazipur, is his sola (brother- 
in-law). 

Debi Dom of Pachdeora, 
police-station Nandganj, 

Gbdzipur, is bis father-in law. 

Nayek Dom of Piari, police- 
station Saidpur, is his uncle. 

Musammat Chiragia Domin 
of Damtajeth, police-station 
Bhobna, Sbahabad, is his sister 


No trace of local connections and 
relationship in Benares: it 
is stated that he emigrated 
in Calcutta many years ago 
and has settled down there. 
He is not a thief himself ; but 
harbours thieves and organizes 
gang3 of thieves. 


Associates as per Nos. 11, 13,10, 
and. 18, 

Angnu Dom of Ballua, police- 
station Ballua, father-in-law. 

Musammat Nanki of Ballua, 
police-station Ballua, wife. 


Record of conviction. 


Associates as per No. 27 


Date. 


Offence. 


Sentence. District. 


5th May 
1898. 

25th October 
1898. 

31st January 
1901, 


19th March 
1903. 


Present where¬ 
abouts. 


Synopsis of evidence avail¬ 
able against each man. 


380 

380 

880 

“75 


3 months 

4 do. 

8 do- 


Calcutta 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Absent since 
between 10th 
lie center 
1902 to 25th 
December 
1902. Rs. 5 
reward. 

Under trial in 
Calcutta. 


Under trial in 
Calcutta. 


457 


30 stripes 


Benares ... 


In the service 
of Raja 
Dighapa t i a, 
Calcutta, 


Dom Register of Said Raja 
police-station. 


(1) See pages 1 and 3 of Mrs. 
Stanley’s statement, 

(2) See pages 5, 6, 7, 8 and 0 
of Mrs. Moreland’s state¬ 
ment. 

(3) See page 3 of Musammat 
Rajwantia’s statement. 

(4) See pages 2 and 10 of 
Bhondhn’s confession. 

(1) See pages 4, "6, and 9 
of Mrs. Moreland’s state¬ 
ment. 


(H See pages 1, 2, and 3 of 
Mrs. Stanley’3 statement. 

(2) See pages 5, G, 7, 8, and 9 
of Mrs. Moreland’s state¬ 
ment. 

(3) See pages 2 and 10 of 
Bhoudhu’s confession. 


Present at home 


(1) See page 1 of Mrs, 
Moreland’s statement. 


Dom Register of Sibroul 
police-station. 


Group I . 


Group II 

% 


Group III 


( 294a ) 


BENARES DISTRICT. 


Phulwctria, 'police-station Cantonment , Benares district. 

1. Churaman (gang leader) (No. 22), son of Pancham alias 

Shiudial (convicted) in Patna ease, 7th January 1902. 

2. Gangua or Ganga (not entered in present list 11 , brother to 

Churaman. Dead. 

3. Rahim, son of Darshan (No. 25), brother-in-law to Churaman 

(seven years in Patna ease, 1902). 

4. Ramdin, son of Pancham, brother to Churaman (No. 23) (10 

years in Patna ease, 1902). 

5. Ramgatia, son of Churaman (No. 21) (three years in Patna 
^ case, 1902). 

6. Bhurjwa, son of Chittua (No. 24) (one year in Patna case, 

1902). 

7. Palakdhari, son of Shiudhari, grandson to Churaman (No. 3) 

(10 years in Patna case, 1902). 

8. Pirthipal, son of Darshan (No. 1), brother to Kabirwa 

(absconded in Patna case and arrested in Calcutta). 

9. Sangatia, son of Churaman (No. 34) (absconded, untraced). 

10. Nagua, son of Haniunan (No. 36) (ditto). 

(11. Lachman, son of Gopi (No. 3S) (ditto). 

Marufpur, police-station Ballua, Benares district. 


'’ 12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 



18. 

19. 


20 . 

21 . 

22 . 


Dwarka, son of Shiudhari (No. 2), brother, under trial in 
Calcutta. 

Gya, son of Shiudhari (No. 4), brother (five years, Gh&zipur, 
in Benares jail). 

Baladin, son of Ramkhilawan (No. 6), under trial in 
Calcutta. 

Jabbi, son of Jalabi, (No. 19) (at home). 

M. Ghatanua, son of (No. 20). 


Ballua. 

Ramghulam alias Pagla (No. 2), son of Sona, under trial in 
Calcutta. 

PaJchopur, police-station Ballua. 


Gopi, son of Piru (No. 14) ") 
Sudku, son of Piru (No. 15) $ 


brothers ... in jail in Benares. 


Police-station Saidpur, Qhdzipur. 

Kicked, son of Bissessar (No. 26), under trial in Calcutta. 
Palek, son of Sipahi (No. 41), ditto. 

Gulelwa, son of Dnlan (No. 43), ditto. 

Hardinwa, son of Jaipal (No. 9), ditto. 


Village 

24. 

25, 


27. 

] 28 * 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 


Sawaiya Kanta, police-station Said JRaja , Benares district. 
Hira, son of Bissesar (No. 7), untraced. 

Parbhu, son of BideBi (No. 27) (in jail, Benares) (connected 
with Pachaura in Mirzapur and Cantonments, Benares, 
Bandkan, son of Gopal (No. 28), in jail, Bengal. 

Ishri, son of Behari (No. 29), ditto. 

Sagma, son of Newazu (No. 31), untraced. 

Banwari, son of Bandkan (No. 35), (in jail, Benares). 

Bidesi, son of Gurdial (No, 37), (in jail, Dumka, daeoity.) 

(More convicted iu this case,) 

Patanwa (No. 39) in jail, I 

Balgovind, son of Bissessar (brother to Hira, No, 24) 
(No, 40), absent. 
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f8 3. 


Group IV ...<( 34 

35. 

36. 

' 37 . 

38. 

39. 

Group V ...<{40. 

J 41. 

[ 42 . 

f 43. 

I 

Group YI ... { 

l 

1 


Police-station Chetganj. 

Sheogovind, son of Raghtibar (No. 3) under trial in Calcutta 
(convicted with Mt. Amrakhia, daughter of Jabbi Pom of 
Marufpur, Ballua). 

Police-station Bhelupur , Benares. 

Harbanswa, son of Ghurbin (No. S), convicted in Benares and 
under trial in Calcutta. 

Chhedi, son of Bijli (No. 10). 

Gajadhar, son of Bhabuti (No. 33), absent. 

Police-station Silcroul. 

Phuljanwa, son of Qatna, absent. 

Gopal, son of Balia (No. 16), in jail. 

Indar, son of Uttam (No. 17), under arrest in Benares. 

Tilangia, son of Chulbul (No. IS) in jail. 

Nata, son of Parshan (No. 44), said to be in Calcutta. 

Police-station Dandurah. 

Ganesh, son of Sakhu (No. 30), absent. 

Bhawanipv/r, Calcutta. 

Bbondu, son of Bambhilawan (No. 11), approver, married 
to Beni J s daughter in group Sikroul. Came up last 

March from Calcutta and were convicted along with Nos. 38, 
40, and 41. 


Churaman 


22 

T 

— Kabirwa 
2 


Parbhu ... 
Banwari ... 


Hira 


27 

24 

35 

28 

- Ishri 
26 

5! Bidesi 
29 

7_ 

23 
_9 
22 
22 

T 

— Karndin, 9th May 1900, 109, Gya. 
3 

25 
2 

26 
X9 

28 
25 

36 


-18th August 1902, 325, Patna. 

■ 28th May 1901,110, Benares. 

■ 9th January 1903, 395, 401, Dumka. 

j-lSth March 1899, 395, Shahabad. 
k29th"January 1898, 109, Shahabad. 


Hardin, loth August 1901, 109, Shahabad. 
Churaman, Sht March 1897, 457, Shahabad. 


Kabirwa, 15th April 1901, 411, Gya. 

Kieheri, 21st November 1899, 379, Shahabad. 

f 10th November 189S, 379, Shahabad. 
Bandhan ... ”* ^llth January 1899, Shahabad. 

Nagwa, 18th May 1899, 380, Darjeeling. 

Bidesi, ~th July 1897, 457, Shahabad. 

Pirthipal 


37 

29 

1 

T 

22 


Churamau 


~ Pirthipal 


Dwarka 


12th October 1898, 110, Benares, one year each. 

14th April 1890, 457, Shahabad. 
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— Gya 

jg Slieogobind 

— Bahadur 

Xo 

^ Jelaylii 


jeiaym 

Musammat Gobanwa 


17 
20 

15 

— Palakclhari 
6 

±Gya 
12 J 

£ 

Falnkdbari 

6 

— Parbhu 

24 

~ Palakclhari 

— Bamgatia 

Palakclhari 

Eamgatia 

22 

Y Churaman 
Eamdin 

a 

Bhuj 


s 

24 


jwa 


O 

— Kabirwa 
2 

~ Gya 
12 J 

— Kicheri 
19 

g 

~ Slieogobind 

aZ 

Ol 


32 

^ Sagma 

— Bhonclu 
42 

16 a 
37 


Gopla 

15 Tilangi 
39 B 

41 Gothia 

14 n . 

~ Gopi 

^ Sudiui 
is 

~ Parbhu 
24 


^ 27th. October 1899, Monghyr, 


no 


-24th April 1889, ~ 0J) , Benares. 


■31st May 1897, 457, Mirzapur. 


15th November 1900, 110, Benares. 


^ 28th February 1902, 401 and 411, Patna. 


-20th October 1902,109, Benares. 


■4th October 1897, 411, Birbhnm. 


■19th March 1903, 457 and 411, Benares. 


^ 17th April 1903, 109, Benares. 


(P. A.) ’ 

A gang of Doms (U. P.), four in number, is under arrest in connection with 
a case of daooity committed on 26th August 1903 at a place called Taps!, included 
in the jurisdiction of the Beuiapukar police-station (Calcutta). One of the four 
under arrest, named Palit JDom, confessed before the Inspector of Police; Taltala 
police-station, to having taken part in the occurrences noted below, pointed out 
to him the houses broken into and looted , and the routes resorted to by the gang 
to and from 

(1) Tapsi daooity, police-station Beniapukar, Calcutta, on 26th August 1903. 

(2) Robbery at Milki, police-station Singur, Hughli, on 18th October 1903. 

(3) Dacoity at Simla, police-station Chanditola, Hughli, 23rd October 1903 

(not reported). 



( 297a ) 

(4) Robbery at Satghoria, police-station Chanditola, Hughli, on 23rd October 

1903. 

[In this case, four persons (whose names are not included in the confession of 
this Paiib Dom) have been sent up by the local police on the evidence of iden¬ 
tification and are undergoing trial] 

(5) Robbery at Ivdzipara, police-station Barrackpur, 24-Parganas, on 1st 

August 1903. 

(6) Robbery at Uiiapara, police-station Barrackpur, 24-Parganas, on 4th 

January 1903. 

(7) Robbery at Dhitara, police-station Barrackpur, 24-Pargnaas, on 4th 

January 1903. 

During the original investigation no clue was obtained to the gang respon¬ 
sible for these occurrences. 

The gang now discovered is a peripatetic one, some of the members of which 
(including the leader) are at large, trying to evade arrest, and about whose 
real names and addresses and the investigating staff have very little knowledge. 
It will facilitate matters if the investigating staff make use of the Punjab Pro¬ 
cedure, as laid down in their Circular 117, and move (Government to offer 
pardon to Palit Dom, who has already given so much information about the 
doings of this gang. He may then be deputed with a trustworthy officer to 
ferret out the absconding members and point out their haunts and receivers, &e. 

The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, may be furnished with this note, with 
the request that the procedure above alluded to may be adopted in the present 
case, if there be no objection. 

(Sd.) R. S. MUKERJI, 

The 12th November 1908. Chief Inspector. 


Statement op Mbs. Stanley. 

Mrs . Stanley , states —I was living for over four years in the house of Mrs. More- 
and of Ho. 15, Sherif Daftry’s Lane. I am totally blind, but lean tell the names of 
all the people that live in her house by their voices. She had a quarrel with her hus¬ 
band on the night of the 2Sfch October 1904, at about 1 a.m. On 29fch October her 
husband was arrested and taken away and she was taken to hospital. After she left the 
house for the hospital I wanted to leave the place with my furniture. But her cousin 
tc T. Kiernander,” who is left in charge of the house, refused to allow me to go or 
to shift my furniture. I have constantly heard all what took place in the house of 
Mrs. Moreand, and I know that she receives stolen property from her tenants, the 
men who commit dacoity and bring the property to her, their names are— 

(1) Bahoran alias Fakkeri alias Plrthipal. 

(2) Kicheri alias Hatha Dom. 

(3) Chhedi Dom. 

(4) Palit Dom. 

(5) Mungru Dom, this man received gun shot wounds in his buttock. 

(6) Dwarka Dom of Gosain Basti is also with them. 

Her cousin, Eveline Kiernander, also receives stolen property from these Doms. 
I heard them telling Mrs. Moreand that they committed daaoity at “ Baidipatti 
near Seram pur” and she bought some of the stolen property. She paid Bahoran Dom 
Rs. 2 for four yards of salmon silk, and Rs. 2-8-0 for five yards blue silk. I know 
that she, Mrs. Moreand, took this silk to Mrs. Palmer, who lives along side of her 
house, and asked her to get them made up for her, aud Mrs. Palmer had these silks 
in her house. After some time Mrs. Moreand’s tailor turned up, so she got her silks 
back from Mrs. Palmer and made over them to the black tailor. He is employed 
by Mrs. Johnson of Ho. 25, Free School Street. The Doms sold a silk purple dhoti 
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with gold bands to the dhobi woman (Kagnriah’s mother) and they also sold a 
watch for Ra, 3 to Kagnriah dhobi , this dhobi has most likely pledged the watch 
with a dhobi of Sealdak hospital. Mrs. Moreand’s dai bought two sdris from these 
Doms for Re. 0-12-0 and Re. 0-5-0. Mrs. Moreand’s methrani bought a sdri from 
these Doms for Re. 0-12-0. I heard them saying that there is a lot of brassware in 
a tank, as they were afraid to buy it. These Doms dress like Brahmans when they 
go out committing these dacoitias. They put sandal on their heads and dress like 
beggars, they have got implements for entering houses, I get a pension of Rs. 50 
a month from the Family Pension Fund. Miss Eveline Kiernander writes out my 
receipt for me every month and the paper is signed every mouth by Reverend 
Wickens. I now live at No. 29, Marsden Street. Mrs. Moreand is friendly with 
a woman known as Jkokewalli. Her husband is employed in the General Hospital. 
A bania also buys the stolen property. I am frightened that these Doms will 
kill me if they knew I gave this information to the police. 


Statement taken by me. 


Tim 1st November 1903. 


J. N. FRIZONI, 

InsprN. Town. 


At 11,-30 a.m., Mrs. Stanley came to the fchtfna and laid a charge against 
Eveline Kiernander for detaining her things for mouey due and assault—no marks— 
and at that time said that Eveline Kiernander and her relative, Mrs. Moreand (at 
present in hospital), were receivers of stolen property ; that their tenants were Doms, 
and that they would commit dacoity, and that she, Mrs. Moreand, would buy the 
property ; but as she was blind she could not identify any of the men but gave their 
names (1) Pirthipal, (2) Chhedi, (3) Natha, (4) Palit, (5) Mungru, Doms, that the 
last-named had gun shot wounds ou his buttock which he received when out com¬ 
mitting a dacoity. 

On Inspector Frizoni, Dar. M. C. Bundder and Corp. Nathu Singh going 
to the spot could only find Palit, but he denied all knowledge, and as Mrs. Stanley 
Was blind and had a quarrel with Eveline Kiernander her statement had to bo 
treated with great caution. But as the other men did not return home, further 
inquiries were made at the Parra and Inspector Frizoni learnt fioin one Shaikh 
Bhulo, whose house is alongside of the Doms, that one of the women told him that 
these men leave Calcutta every now and then and after a few days return with a lot 
of stolen property. 

At 9 p.m., Palit Dom made statements admitting having committed thefts and 
dacoities out of Calcutta, and that on one occasion Mungru had received a gun shot 
wouud on his buttock and on another occasion Pirthipal had struck a woman 
with a jointed bamboo. 

Proceeded to Park Street and from there to Entally thdna, and with the assistance 
of the local police searched for these men in the house of Rupan Clrarihala at 
Komedaa Bagan without success, from there went to Bhawauipur and all the other 
eight accused were arrested with property in their possession as mentioned in charge. 

The houses of the receivers have yet to be searched and also the houses of the 
accused persons. Inquiries continue. All the accused forwarded to the D. Depart¬ 
ment to be measured. 

J. N. FRIZONI, 

Inspr., N. Town . 

Insp. Frizoni. ") Having received creditable information 

Palit Dom, son of Sijati Dom of! of the accused having been concerned 

Mehdi Bagan, V. Phulwam, police- [ in cognizable offences, to wit, dacoity 

station Saidpur, district Gb4zipur. j at Serampur and Tittagarh. 
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Insp . Frizoni. 

1. Pirthipal ctbtiQs Bahoran edicts 

Fakkor Dom, sou of Darshan 
Dom, 

2. Ciihodi Dom, sou of Bicklabal 

Dom. 

3. Kiehcri alias Natlia alias 
Mathura, son of Bissessar Dom. 

1 red silk sdri. 

1 silk paijama. 

10 new sdris. 

1 handkerchief. 

2 red kurtas. 

1 old chaddar, 

1 old Jcurta, 


Having received creditable information 
of all the accused kaviog been con¬ 
cerned in cognizable offences, to wit, 


> dacoity in Serampur and Tifctagarh 
and having in their possession this 
night at Gosain Basti, Bkawanipur, 
the following property reasonably 
J suspected to be stolen :— 

8 old dirty pieces of cloth, 

1 silver looking mull. 

1 brass thali. 

1 bell metal thali. 

1 brass lota. 

1 embroidered cap. 

Section 54, C. P. C. 


Statement of Mrs. Moreaxd. 

At 5-30 P.M., 23 rcl November 1903.—Mrs. Moreand of No. 15, Sheriff Daftry's 
Lane, states:—In July 1902 the following Doms were brought to my house 
by Natlia Dom alias Kalar Mehter employed by the Raja of Dighapattia. 

(1) Pirthipal alias Bahoran alias Fakker Dom. 

(2) Parbhu Dom. 

Both these men were brought together by Natha Dom to my house, No. 1, 
with, his wife Ram Dassia and one child, and No. 2 had two wives, no children. A 
week later Chhedi Dom came to my house; about three or two days later live Doms 
were brought to my house by Natha Dom, not having room in my house these five 
Doms lived in Jana's house, which is alongside of my house. I do not know the 
names of these five Doms, one had a wife, but no child. There was a row between 
Ram Dassia and Badamia, Domins, the latter is the wife of Benarasi Dom, this 
man has been my tenant for the last 8 years, he got married to Badamia in 1899, 
and they have lived in my house ever since. The quarrel between Ram Dassia and 
Badamia was about a fortnight after the arrival of the last-mentioned five Doms, 
and at about 1 p.m. the quarrel was over, a sdri, which was left outside to dry by 
Badamia, Ram Dassia used it to wipe her child with, after it had answered a call of 
nature. 

Badamia Domin came and informed me at about 3 p.m. or a couple of hours 
after the row that all these Doms were thieves, vis. Pirthipal, Parbhu, Chhedi, 
and the other five Doms, whose names I don't know as they all go out together on 
dark nights. The same night as I got the information I went down to the Doms 1 
huts. This was about 10 P.M., and found that they were all absent. Nest morning 
I asked Ram Dassia about their being out at night and gave her my word that I 
would not split upon her if she told me the truth, nor would I betray the men 
concerned. She told me that it was a fact that they lived by committing robberies. 
Tbe above took place towards the end of July 1902, 

In the beginning of August 1902 an engagement of marriage took place 
between Malin ohhokri (the daughter of Sitabia) and Chhedi Dom.- 

About five or sis days after this engagement, all these Doms, i.e. Pirthipal, Par¬ 
bhu, Chhedi and the other five Doms went to Rughli. I saw them leave my house 
on this day at 3 p.m., and Ram Dassia on being asked by me where they were going 
to, told me that they were going to Hugkli. They returned three days afterwards, 
with a very fair woman, aged about 30 or 82 years, who had a fair girl aged about 
six months old, which child would pass for a fair Eurasian one. This woman and 
child stopped at my house for three days. On this occasion they also brought four 
or five old sdris. That I saw and there was also a big bundle, which I saw, but do 
not know the contents, nor did I hear what it contained. The sdris were sold to three 
Doms of Panbagan, Baniapukar. I don't know their names, but I can identify them. 

76a 
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I don’t know how they disposed of the other properties. Throe days after their 
return from Hugkli, this woman with her child and Parbliu Dom with his two 
wives, and the other five Doms, whose names 1 do not know, left together saying 
that they were going to Dacca. The next clay Pirthipal followed them ; these five 
Doms did not return to my place again uor did Parbliu and his two wives. If I 
see these men and women I shall be able to identify them. Pirtbipal returned about 
the middle of August 1902 with his head cut, and he told me that he, with all the 
rest of them, excepting Clikedi, had gone to Jalpaiguri and he got his head hurt when 
he was looking into a house. 

I was told by Ram Dassia that on their returning from Hughli they stopped 
at Serampur, from where they got this fair woman and child ; that on this 
occasion they were stopped by the police at Serampur with this fair woman and 
child; that the police had questioned them and they said that they had come from 
my house. 

Ram Dassia got sick when she was pregnant. This was about two days after 
Pirtbipal bad returned from Jalpaiguri, and Pirtbipal sent for Natha Dom to drive 
tbe devil away from her. He came bringing a thali with him and Bhonuah Dom 
was also sent for, and on his arrival he said that Natha Dom had put the devil on 
her. On account of this a quarrel took place between Pirtbipal, Natha, bis wife, and 
Ram Dassia. During this quarrel Pirtbipal took up a knife to stab Natha, and told 
his wife, Ram Dassia, to skoebeat him. That very day I turned Pirtbipal and his 
wife out of my house. This would be about the 18th of August 1902. 

Pirthipal and his wife, Ram Dassia, went to Bhonuah J s bouse at Gosain Basti, 
Bhawanipur, and he got them quarters in the house of Rupan Ohilriwali at 
Komedan Bagan, Kidderpur. Pirthipal used to come to my house and the basti 
almost every day after he left, and spent most of his time with his relation, Baiganiah 
Domin. 


Towards the end of September 1902 Pirthipal came to me with the following 
things for sale : about 11 thdlies; about 4 lotas; 3 glasses, brass; 7 copper dekehies, 
and asked me if I could sell them for him. I told him that I had no need'of them 
and I did not knew anybody I could sell them to. The above things were kept in 
an empty room in one of my houses, with my approval. He did not pay me any 
rent. About 3 hours later Chhedi brought a nevnciJc badliwalla to my house and 
the above things were sold in my presence to this man. He is a Khotfa and lives in 
Nimtolla. I can get him and his house pointed out by Sitabbia Domin and Bai¬ 
ganiah Domin and Ram Dassia Domin and the wife of Natha Domra, who knows 
everything as she used to sell all the things. The things realized Rs. 23-4-0, 
Pirthipal got Rs. 5, Chhedi Rs. 2-8-0, Mandula got Rs. 10. As he got the things 
out of the house, Alopiah Dom got Rs. 5 and the balance annas 12 was kept for 
puja. 


About the middle of October 1902, Pirthipal, Chhedi aud Pagla Dome came to 
me wi h about 2 or 3 Beuarsi silk sdris, a long gold chain, native pattern, 1 gold 
jausan. They took the silk sdris back with them. The long gold chain and gold 
jausan were sold to the Sidasa Chandiwalla (he sits in Entally, X can catch him) at 
Ks. ll a churne, and both realined Ks. 103 or Ks. 104. This money was paid into 
the hand of Pirthipal in my presence out of which he bought a bottle of Kellner’s 
Green Seal Whiskey and gave it to me. After which they all left. 


Towa ^ ds ^ end . of November 1902, Pirthipal came and told me that the 
following Doms had joined him, vis. (1) Kanuah alias Bahadur, (2) Augauuah (3) 
Lochan (this man is living at Chingrihata), (4) Gajadhar, (5) (this min has long 
curly hair). That Pirthipal told me that the night before he, with the rest; had stolen 
Rs. 650 in cash and that he was going to keep the money for his child’s christening. 

After this I got very ill. Prom 1st December 1902 until March 1903 I do not 
know what they did. Excepting once in February 1903 Pirthipal came 'and paid 
me Re, 1 to give the person who used to dress my leg {Abu’s father). 
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In April 1908 Pirthipal came and asked me for quarters. I could not 
accommodate him as I had no place. 

In May 1903, (1) Pirthipal, (2) Dwarka, (3) Gulelwa alias Mungru; (4) 
Kanuah alias Bahadur, (5) Palit, (G) Chhedi, (7) Gutna, (8) Pulgenwa (son of 
Gutka), at present this man is working in General Hospital, they all came to me with 
the following gold and silver ornaments, viz. 8 silver churies (not Calcutta make, 
they opened on a hinge and had a hole and bar to keep them together) weighed over 
13 churie-s, 3 gold mohurs, 3 gold ear-rings, of which one was broken, native 
pattern, like umbrellas, worn by woman of Cuttack, 4 gold rings, one of' which had 
a big blue stone in the centre, with little blue stones encircling it, 1 gold chain 
bobbin or lrichinopoly pattern, one gold nose star, 1 silver pochi , 2 or 3 thedis, 
1 lota. 

The 8 silver churies are yet with Earn Dassia Domin. The 3 gold mohurs : 
one of which is with Ram Dassia. It had rings put on it with string to pass 
round and was worn by Pirthipal. I don’t know what became of the other two. 
The one that was made for Pirthipal was made by Sukki, poddar of Bhawanipur, 
■which was taken to him by Pirthipal. The rest of the ornaments aud jewellery 
were taken away by them. I have not heard how they were disposed of. 

In June 1903 and July 1903 I was very sick. They used to bring things and 
sell them in the Parra. I personally did not see what they did. 

Towards the end of July 1 903 Pirthipal came and asked me for quarters. I 
gave him and his wife one room. I gave Kicheri and bis wife one room. I gave 
Gulelwa and Palit one room. 

At the beginning of August 1903, during the day the following JDoms left my 
compound: (1) Pirthipal, (2) Gulelwa alias Mungru, (3) Palit, (4) Chhedi, (5) 
Kiekeri, (G) Dwarka, (7) Kanuah alias Bahadur, (8) Gajadkar, (9) Allopia, 
(10) Pulgenwa, (11) Ganesh (of General Hospital), (12) Hanuah, (13) Muntuah, 
(14) Mundula, (15) (has a big head and a well-made man). All these Dorns 
left my place. Before leaving, I asked Pirthipal where they were going to. He 
said that they were going to Barrackpur. They all returned after three days with a 
lot of sdris, and 1 gold anant . Each of them got 13 sdris as their share. I 
know that Chhedi sent some, of the sdris to his mother and child at Benares, 
through Eajbuuti (the wife of Kiekeri), most of the sdris were sold to a 
Kujrawalla or cloth hawker. He is to be found at Moula Ali. I can identify 
him and so can my boy Buddku. He can also identify all the Dorns and 
the persons who purchased things from them. The gold anant was sold for Rs. 33, 
weighed 3 bharies, to a Muhammadan. I don’t know his name and I don’t 
know where he lives. 

Again in the beginning of September 1903, the following Doms left my 
compound, viz. (1) Pirthipal, (2) Kicheri, (3) Palit, (4) Gulelwa alias Mungru, 

(5) Dwarka, (6) Kanuah alias Bahadur, (7) (the big-headed Dorn). They returned 
after five days, bringing with them the following things:— 

One pair gold ha jus, 1 pair of gold ear-rings, 4 silver churies, about 28 
or 29 new sdris, 2 Bombay silk sdris, five or sis pieces of silk. The gold bajus 
and the gold ear-rings were sold to the Muhammadan (name and address not 
known). Pie also bought from the Doms two Bombay silk sdris , five or sis pieces 
of silk, and I bought from the Muhammadan two pieces of silk, blue and salmon for 
Rs. 4-8-0. The 28 or 29 sdris they divided amongst; themselves and Kicheri 
handed them round and sold it. 

Again about the 15th September 1903 the following Doms left my compound 
in the day time, saying they were going to commit dacoities, viz. (1) Pirthipal, 
(2) Kicheri, (3) Bahadur alias Kanuah, (4) Dwarka, (5) Gulelwa alias Mungru, 

(6) (the big-headed Dom). They told me that they were going towards the 
Huddi Rail. They returned after four or five days without any booty, and Gulelwa 
alias Mungru returned with a gun shot wound on his right side. I don’t know 
what they did after this. 



On or about the 5th October 1908, the fair woman and child, I mentioned 
having been brought down from Serampur by these Doms, came to my house 
with Hatha Dorn’s wife. I spoke to her and she said that she would get married 
to some one in Calcutta ; about the 20th October 1903 she got married to Ganeski 
Mehter, working at the Digapattia Raja, Lower Circular Road. 

About 15th October 1903, Pirthipal pledged with me a silver hansli for Rs. 4. 
I gave it to Buddhu, my boy, to make it over to my cousin Eveline Kiernandor, and I 
shall produce it from him. I also got four silver churics from Sitabbia Domin, who 
asked me to keep them for her. She is Chhedi’s mother-in-law. These were also 
given by Buddhu to Kiernander, the two pieces of silk which I made over to my 
tailor are now with the police. I know that all of them dress as a sddJm and go out 
scouting before they commit the dacoities. They also imitate jackals at night as 
signs to each other. I know that Kauuah alias Bahadur returned in October 1903 
with his head cut after committing a dacoity with the following Doms :— 

(1) Pirthipal, (2) Chhedi, (3) Kickeri, (4) Palifc, (5) Dwarka, (C) Gulelwa alias 
Mupgru, (7) (the big-headed Dorn). Others may have joined them 
elsewhere. 


I know that Dwarka and Kanuak alias Bahadur have not loft Calcutta, 
Gulelwa alias Mungru has gone to GMzipur. 

This is the full list of the gang:— 


1. Pirthipal alias Bahoran, &c. 

12. Gajadhar. 

2. Chhedi. 

13. Gutka. 

8. Dwarka. 

14. Fulgenwa. 

4. Kicheri. 

15. Munuak. 

5. Kanuah alias Bahadur. - 

16. Allopia. 

6. Mundula. 

17. Pagla. 

7. (a big-headed Dom). 

18. Harbansuah alias Hanuah, 

8. (with long curly hair), 

19. Ganesh. 

9. Anganuah. 

20. Lochan. 

10. Gulelwa alias Mungru. 

21. Bhondu. 

11. Palit. 

| 

22, Parbhu and five other Doms gone 


to Benares with him. 

But of this lot I know that Anganuah Dom is in jail. He was convicted about 


four months ago. That Pirbhu has been arrested by the police at Benares about 
three months ago. * 

I heard from Pirthipal when Chhedi was arrested by the Tfiltalla Police in 
February 1903 that the watch which was found on Chhedi was a stolen one, that it 
was stolen with two other watches at Hughli. It was about the 20th February 190£f. 

The people who have purchased stolen property from these Doms are— 

1. Three Doms at Panbagan, Bhawanipur. 

2. Mahadeo and Sahdeo Banias (already arrested), 

3. TsTarain Sonar (already arrested). 

4. Two Sowasa Ohandiwallas. 

5. A Kugarawalla. 

6. A nemalc ladlaiah at Himtolla. 

7. A Muhammadan. 


I guarantee to have all the J)oms and receivers arrested. 

Statement concluded, 

L. FRIZONI, 

Inspector } N, Town^ 

, At 11-15 P.M. 

23fd November l$03 f 
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Statement of Rajwantia Domin. 

h November 1908, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. —My name is Rajwantia Domin, 
Bansphore by caste; I am resident of village Pichaora, Chunargarh, district 
Mirzapur, coy father’s name is Maghu Dom. About five yeais ago I was enticed 
away by one Bbola Kahar of Kailaghat, of police-station Chunargarh and 
brought down to Serampur. We lived there as husband and wife and rented 
a but in Naibagan near the school for Re. 1-8-0 per month. My mother Budbia 
Domin and my brother Darbari Dom had also come nown with U 3 . We lived 
in that house for about six months. Bhola Kahar worked as a day-labourer 
for about tw T 0 months on Re. 0-4-0 a day. My brother Darbari used to serve 
an Abkari darogha on Rs. 3 per month. He entered service about six months after 
our arrival. Bbola Kahar then obtained service with Jadu Babu on Rs. 8 per 
month. He worked there for about two years. Jadu Babu lives in Chatra. We 
removed to the house of a Kahar close to Jadu Babu’s house and paid Re. 1 per 
month. I also got service in the house of Jadu Babu for Rs. 3 per month. We 
passed ourselves as Kah4rs. I also worked in Jadu Babu’s house for tw T o years. 
Jadu Babu then sent us away to his father-in-law’s house, Kanai Mullik in Ghutia 
Baz&r, Hughli, all four of us went to Hughli. We worked there for three years. I 
thou fell out with Bhola Kahar and came back to Serampur, Lichubagan. My 
mother and brother followed me. I was then confined and a girl was born to me. 

I then wrote to Bhola and he came down. This was about three months after my 
return to Serampur. My mother worked for three months in the house of Anando 
Babu for Rs. 5 per month and supported me. My brother also worked as a day 
labourer and earned about Re. 0-2-0 a day. We paid Re. 1 rent .for the hut. 
Bhola got service with the Babus and got Rs. 7 per month. He worked there for 
six months. 

About this time one day there was plenty of surplus food in the house of 
Anando Babu. My mother told me to call over the Dom to take them away. I 
went to the house of the Dom Raghu by name to call the Doms. I saw there 
five Doms besides Raghu and his family. I learnt their names subsequently to 
be (1) Parbhn, (2) Dwarka, (3) Ishri, (4) Salik, (5) Pirtbipal. I told them to 
come and take away food from the Babu’s house. On this Parbhn Dom caught 
hold of me and brought me to the Serampur station. He bought tickets for both 
of us at Re. 0-2-6 each for Calcutta. He then brought me to the house of 
Mrs. Moreand in Mehdi Bagan. Bhola in the meantime lodged a complaint in the 
thfma, the other four Doms were caught by the police. The same night they 
returned to Mehdi Bagan at 8 p.m. I lived in the bari of Pirtbipal and his wife, Rain 
Dassia. The latter lent Parbhu Rs. 32 and he took me away after three days to 
Pachaura. After four or five days he left me in my father’s house and went away to 
his own house in Mirzapur. I lived with my father for four months. Parbhu then 
brought his wife Kausalia from Mirzapur and told me to go with him. My father 
refused. He gave me Rs. 4 and went away to his wife, Telinia, in Benares. About 
three months after his sister, Kewalpatia, came to me from Benares. Phulwaria 
told me that Parbhu had been arrested by the Benares police and requested me to go 
and live with her in Phulwaria. Parbhu’s father’s name is Bidesi Dom and also 
Saggam Dom. I refused to go with her. 

During the time I lived in Mehdi Bagan 1 heard Pirthipal and others talking 
amongst themselves that they would commit dacoities, &c., and I understood that they 
were dacoits. I went home and told my father about this. For this reason he did 
not allow me to go with Parbhu to Benares. He feared that they would kill me. I 
lived.with my father for one year. I have received no news of Parbhu since then, 
I left my father’s house about 16 days ago and went to Serampur to see my mother 
and brother, but could not find them. For four days I searched for them and lived 
in the house of Jadu Babu. I then returned to Mehdi Bagan and enquired from 
Mrs. Moreand and her tenants about my mother and brother. They could give 
me no news, but told me that Pirthipal and others had been caught. I then went 
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to the house of Ganesh Dom in Circular Road. During the time I stayed for three 
days in Mehdi Bagan, after being brought down from Seram pur, I had seen Chhedi 
Dom living there also. Bhola Kah&r is now at Hughli in the house of Kanbai 
Mullik. I went to Hughli and sent words to Bhola, but he refused to take me back 
as I had gone wrong with Dorns. 

On inquiry in Mehdi Bagan I ascertained that the following Doms had come 
and lived in Mehdi Bagan after my departure:— 

(1) Kicheri, (2) Palit and (3) Gulelwa, the brother of Palit. 

On my return from home I saw (1) Pirthipal, (2) Palit, (3) Chhodi, (4) 
Kicheri in Mehdi Bagan. The next day all four were arrested. 

P, $.—When I was brought down to Mehdi Bagan by Parbhu I saw (1) 
Pirthipal, (2) Parbhu, (3) Dwarka, (4) Ishri, brother-in-law of Parbhu, (5) Salik, 
(6) Sugbin, (7) Phulchand, step-father of Parbhu, (8) Bidosi, father of Parbhu, 
(9) Saggam, (10) Newazi, the father of Saggam and Chhedi Doms. When Parbhu 
took me to Mirzapur the following Doms accompanied us:—(1) Parbhu, (2) 
Saggam, (3) Ishri, (4) Bidesi, (5) Salik, excepting Parbhu, all got down bolow 
Kailaghat station. Salik and Ishri got down at Naubatpur. Bidosi and Saggam got 
down at Sadraji station. I don't know their addresses. Ishri and Bidesi are 
residents of Tiro Sawaiya, police-station Said Raja, district Benares. Both of them 
were arrested in Magh by the Benares police. Parbhu was arrested in Glia it. 
Phulchand is a resident of Gorakhpur. Newazi lives at Nadi Nedhaura, police- 
station Saidpur, district not known. Saggam also lives there. 

7 P. M. 

The 25th November 1903. 


BENGAL POLICE. 

Diary of Inspector Sahebzada Muhammad Nur-ul-Haq of the Inspector- 
General’s Reserve Division, dated the 25 th November 1903. 


Diary, 

District Superintendent's 
remarks. 

8 A.M.—Left lodging for Tdltalla tb&na. 

8-30 a.m. to 10 a.m. —Arrived at T&ltalla th&na. Was 
informed that I would have to proceed to 
Serampur and Hughli to verify the state¬ 
ment of Rajwantia Domin made to Inspec¬ 
tor Prizoni. Took a copy of the statement 
and left for lodging. 

10-30 a.m. to 12-80 p.m. —Arrived at lodging and made 
preparations to start. 

1 p.m.— 'Left lodging for Writers' Building to enquire 

about any T. A. Bill for October, as I am 
short of funds. 

2 p.m:.— Arrived at office. Made inquiries regarding 

any T. A. Bill. Was informed that it will 
be sent to A. G. B. iu a day ox two. Also 
that I should submit my T. A. Bill for 
November to the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta. 

3 p.m. —Left office of Tdltalla th4na. 

8-30 P.M.—* Arrived at TMtalla th4na. 

■ 


BENGAL POLICE. 

Diary of Inspector Sahebzada Muhammad Nur-ul-Haq of the Inspector - 
General’s Reserve Division , dated the 25th November 1903-(continued). 


Diary. 


District Superintendent’s 
remarks. 


4 P.M, to 8 p.m. —Recorded full statement of Rajwantia 
Domin. Her story is that about five years 
ago she was brought to Serampur along 
■with her mother, Buhlia Domin, and her 
brother, Darbari Dom, by one Bhola Kahdr. 
All passed themselves off as Kah&rs and all 
obtained service with certain Babus of the 
locality. That about one year ago she was 
brought away under compulsion and threats 
of divulging her real nationality by (1) 
Parbhu Dorn, (2) Dwarka Dom, (3) Ishri 
Dom, and (4) Salik Dom, and (5) Pirthi- 
pal Dom, from the house of Eagku Dom 
of Serampur to the house of Mrs. More- 
and of Mehdi Bagan, or rather to that of 
her tenant, Pirfckipal. That she stayed there 
for three days, after which Parbhu borrowed 
Es. 32 from Earn Dassia Domin, the 
wife of Pirthipal, and took her to her 
father’s house in Mirzapur district. That 
she had seen the following Dorns during her 
three days’ stay in Mehdi Bagan, as tenants 
of Mrs. Moreand :—(1) Pirthipal, (2) Par¬ 
bhu, (3) Dwarka, (4) Ishri [brother-in-law 
(bahnoi) of Parbhu] , (5) Salik, (6) Sugbin 
(step-father of Parbhu), (7) Phulchand, 
(S) Bidesi (father of Parbhu!, (9j Saggam, 

(10) Newazi (the father of Saggam), and 

(11) Chhedi. That from the conversation 
held among them during her three days’ 
stay, she learnt that all of them were 
dacoits and robbers. 

That Parbhu, Saggam, Ishri, Bidesi, 
and Salik Doms also left Calcutta along with 
her and Parbhu, and separated at interme¬ 
diate stations. That Parbhu left her iu her 
father’s house and went away to Mirza¬ 
pur to see his first wife. That she commu¬ 
nicated the knowledge she had acquired of 
their being a gang of dacoits to her father. 
That when Parbhu returned to take her to 
his home in Benares, her father did not 
permit her to accompany Parbhu, as he 
feared lest they might kill her or do her 
injury otherwise; that after staying in her 
father’s home for about one year, she 
returned to Serampur to see her mother and 
brother. Bnt she found none of them there. 
She then went to Hughli, where Bhola 
Kahfirwas serving and sent word to him. 
But he refused to take her back as she was 
kept by Doms. That she returned to Calcutta 
about eight days ago and went to the house 
of Earn Dassia Domin in Mehdi Bagan, but 
could not find news of her mother or bro¬ 
ther. That she saw the following Doms 
living there at the time (1) Pirthipal, (2) ! 
Palit, (3) Chhedi, and (4) Kicheri. That 
she went and lived with Ganesh Dom 
Serving in the house of the Eaja of Digha- 
pattia -where the police found her. That the 
very next day she heard that all the four 
were arrested by the police. 


What is her history of 
Bhola Eahar of Mir¬ 
zapur ? Send roll to 
E., P. Mirzapur, for 
early report. 

C. W. K. 

28 th September 1903. 

Sib,— Inquiry slip sent 
to District Superin¬ 
tendent of Police, 
Gaya, as the address 
given by Bhola Kahar 
himself (vide Diary, 
dated 27 th November 
1903). 

MUHAMMAD NUR- 
UL-HAQ, 

29£/i November 1903. 


If this association at 
Mehdi Bagan can be 
proved, otherwise by 
other witnesses, I 
would not depend on 
Eajwantia as a wit¬ 
ness. She will not be 
believed. 

C. W. KNYVETT. 
28 th November 1903. 

SlR,—This is in corrobo¬ 
ration of the statement 
of Mrs, Moreand 
made to Inspector 
Erizoni on 23rd Nov¬ 
ember 1903. Copy 
submitted for perusal. 

MUHAMMAD NUR- 
UL-HAQ 

29 th November 1903. 
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BENGAL POLICE. 

Diary of Inspector Sahebzada Muhammad Nur-ul-Haq of the Inspector - 
General’s Reserve Division, dated the 25th November 1903—(concluded). 


Diary. 1 

District Superintendent’s 
remarks. 

8-30 p.m.—L eft Taltalla th&na for lodging. 

9 p.m.—A rrived at lodging and halted. 

Submitted to the Personal Assistant 
to the Inspector-General of Police, &e., 
through the Commissioner of Police, Cal¬ 
cutta. 



SeRAMPTJR : 

The 2 Qth November 1903. 


} 


MUHAMMAD NUJR.-UL-PIAQ. 


Verification of the confession of Bi-iondtj Dom on IS th November 1903. 

Arrvied at Alipur Jail at 7-15 a.m. Sent for the confessing accused, 
Bliondu Dom, while arrangments were being made for escort, <fec. I took a desorp¬ 
tion of the various members of the gang from Bhondit. His description is as 
follows:— 

1. Pirthipal Dom. —The Sarddr of the gang comos from Benares, falher’a 
name not known, uncle’s name Kalu Dom, lives in Mrs. Moreand’s house in Mehdi 
Bagan s nearly 40 years old, strong and stout, wife’s name is Ham Dassia. 

2. Chhedi Dom. —Small-pox marks on face; short; fair ; 30 years old ; lives in 
Mrs. Moreand’s house, Mehdi Bagan; comes from Benares; thin ; wife’s name 
Mohnia, daughter of Sutabia, 

8. Khicheri Dom. —Dark, short, strong and stout, about 25 years old, comes 
from Benares lives in Mr. Moreand’s house, Mehdi Bagan. 

4. Dalit Dom. —Tall; fair; thin ; about 22 years old ; comes from Benares; 
lives in Mrs. Moreand’s house in Mehdi Bagan ; has no wife. 

5. Dwarha Dom .—Short; pox-marked ; strong and stout; fair; comes from 
Benares ; lived in Rupun Churiwalla’s house in Komedan Bagan ; has absconded. 

6. Bahadur Dom .—Medium height; thin; fair; 25 years old ; thick mous¬ 
tache; comes from Benares ; lived first in Rupan Churiwalla’s house and tlien in 
Bishu Churiwalla’s ; has a white spot in his eye. 

7. Gulelwa Dom. —Medium height; stout and strong; 40 years old; lived in 
Mrs. Moreand’s house ; dark ; has two wives. 

8. Tulsi Dom. —Short; dark ; 40 years old ; lived in Mrs. Moreaud’s house ; 
wife’s name Daulatia. 

Gulelwa and Tulsi are both also called Mungru. The tenth, Pagla Dom, 
is in jail. 

I started from Alipur Jail at 7-55 a.m. with Bundhu Dom, Puma Cbander 
Cbatterji, peshk&r, and two Jail warders, Sheikh Bhutai and Skeodhan Ojba. Bliondu, 
directed the gariwalla where to drive and led me to Komedan Bagan to Manmatha 
Nath Ghose’s house. Here he showed a place below a window where Pritbipal, 
■with the assistance of the other members of the gang, cut a sendh about 10 
months ago. After the sendh was cut Pirthipal got inside and handed out three or 
four ghaties and 4 or 5 clothes. Manmatha Nath Ghose, the owner of the house 
was then called and pointed out the same place as indicated by Bhondn as the place 
where the sendh was cut. As far as he remembered only two ghaties were stolen, 
He informed the police. 

8-15 A.M. 

2. Bhondu then led me to the house of Rakhal Ohand Shah also in Komedan 
Bagan, and showed me a place where a sendh was cut by Pirthipal assisted by 
j the Qther nine. This was a few days before the last. After the sendh had been cut 
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Pirthipal went inside and opened the door (pointed out), he handed out one black 
coat with a rupee in the pocket, one gkarct, two tdlas, two thdlis, and one dekehi. 
Ralrhal Chandra Shah, the owner of the house, was then called. He pointed out 
the same place as Bandhu as the place wdiere the sendh was cut, says it was a 
little more than a year ago, Badni, dekehi, gkaras, thdlis, ghaties, two coats, oue 
silver button, &<?., were stolen, one of the coats was black and had a rupee in 
the pocket. The Police were informed. 

3. Bhondu then led me to the house of Bama Cbnran Chakrbutty, where he 
said that the gang went to steal, but found the house deserted and nothing inside. 


4. Bhondu then led me to Digambari Boistami’s bouse and pointed out a 
place where Pirthipal and the other nine members of the gang began to cut a 
sendh about ten months ago. "When it was half cut, however, they gave it up and 
Pirthipal climbed over the wall by the side of the gate (shows the place) instead. 
Some Babu, however, woke up and raised an alarm and they ran away. 

5. Bhondu then led me to Bhut Nath Das’ house, also in Komedan Bagan. 
There he pointed out a place where Pirthipal assisted by the same nine others 
cut a sendh about ten months ago. Prithipal crawled through the sendh and 
handed out a bos which contained dolls and plaything. They also stole four silver 
anklets, one latai, and one matari. I then sent for Bhut Nath Das. He pointed 
out the same place as Bhondu as that where the sendh was cut. Says it was 10 
months or year ago. A bos containing dolls was stolen, also four silver anklets, 
two clothes, oue lota, one cup, two silver rings, and one gold nose-ring. He did not 
inform the police. 

jy.-B.—Bhut Nath was not there when Bhondu made his statement and yet he 
pointed out exactly the same place for the sendh , though there was no mark or 
indication of any kind remaining. 

6. Bhondu then led me to Girindea Nath Sarkar’s house, also in Komedan 
Bagan, and pointed out a place which is now screened by a newly-constructed wall 
where Pirthipal and the other nine tried to cut a sendh, but could not effect an entry. 
B. N. Ghosh, a neighbour, who came up just afterwards, said that he remembered 
the sendh being cut. It did not penetrate right through the wall. He thinks it 

would he nine or 10 months ago. _ . 

7. Bhondu then led me further down the lane and showed me how Pirthipal 
climbed over the wall into Girindra Nath Sarkar’s Lane, where he failed to effect an 
entrance by the sendh. He only stole two ghaties, none of the inmates of the house 
remembered the loss of the ghaties . While I was making inquiries from the inmates o± 
the bouse Bhondu was giving a description of various other burglaries, &c., which 
the gang had committed to the crowd which had collected. 

8. Bhondu then led me to Tinkari Kudra’shouse and showed me how Pirthipal 
climbed over a wall and opened the gate to the rest of the gang from inside. At 
that point some one raised an alarm and they ran away. 


9 A.H. 

9. Bhondu then led me to Pateh Lai Marwari’s house and pointed out 
the place where Pirthipal assisted by the same nine others tried to cut a sendh, but 
failed, finally Pirthipal climbed over the wall (shows place) and opened a door further 
down ’the lane (pointed out). There were two men asleep inside, so they stole only 
one lota and came away. This was about 10 months ago. About six months ago they 
attacked the house again. Pirthipal entered by climbing over another way (shows 
way) and opened a door at the back (pointed out). He handed out lota, thdhs, Icaleis 

and all kinds of brass utensils to the other nine. . 

Pateh Lai Marwari, the owner of the house, corroborates all this. He remembers 
the first attempt at cutting a sendh, but does not remember anything being stolen on 
that occasion. On the second occasion, about six months ago, lotas, thdhs, anffobher 

brass utensils were stolen. He did not inform the police. 

10. Bhondu then pointed out anther house belonging to Ramani. Mohan 
Chakubati, which the Bame gang often intended to break into on the samemght, but 
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on openi ng the gate they found several people awake inside and went away. Nobody 
present was aware of any such visit. 

9-30 a.m. 

11. Bliondu then said that he had nothing else to point out in that locality; 
we then got into the gari and Ehondu directed the coachman. He took us to 
Bolorampur, where he said he had broken into two houses. At first he was 
unable to find the exact place. He said that he should know it, because it was 
near a hydrant. After a short time he found the hydrant and led me at once t,o 
the house of Hari War ay an Manjhi. He said that the same gaug often broke 
into that house about a year ago. He pointed out the door, which they cut to 
effect an entrance. They stole several brass utensils and carried them outside the 
bouse, but somebody raised an alarm and they ran away leaving the utensils there 
(allows place where they were left). X then called Nimai Cham Bug, the grand¬ 
son of Hari Naraiu Manjhi, the owner of the house. He remembered the occurrence 
perfectly well and said that it took place in Ckaitra before last. He pointed out 
the same place as Bhondu as the place where the utensils were left by the thieves and 
pointed out the same door, aucl that by which they effected their entrance. The 
police were not informed. 

12. Bhondu then led me to Devendra Hath ShPs house which he said that 
the same gang broke into three days after the last burglary. ITe pointed out the door 
by which they entered. They found nothing in that room. They then entered 
the next room by breaking open the door. Pirthipal brought out a box which they 
opened outside and found to contain goldsmith’s tools. They threw it away in some 
jungle away to the left. (Points out place). Okhil Chandra Shi, brother of Devendra 
Nath Shi, remembered the occurrence well. He pointed out the same two rooms as 
those entered by the thieves and said that the first was empty, but a box of goldsmith’s 
tools was stolen from the second. He pointed out the same place as Bhondu as that 
where the box and tools had been left by the thieves. Pie did not remember if he 
had informed the police, no inquiry was made. 

Bhondu then said that he had nothing more to point out in that locality, and I 
accordingly took him back to the Alipur Jail, which. We reached at about 10-30 
a.M I ordered him to be kept in a separate cell from Pagla Dom. 

C. PAYNE, 

The 1 8th November 1903. Joint Magistrate, Alipur. 


Verification'of the confession of Bhokdu Dom, on 19 th November 1903, 

I started from the Alipur Jail with Bhondu Dom, Puma Chandra Chattorji, 
peshkar, and warders Sheikh Bhulai and Sheodhan Ojha at 7-20 a.m., Bhondu directed 
the g&riwala where to drive and took me to Kansaripara Road, Bhawanipur, where 
he pointed out the shop of Baikuntha Nath Dutt. He said that the same gang of 10, 
namely, (1) Pirthipal, (2) Chhedi, (3) Kiehria, (4) Palit, (5) Dwarka, (6) Bahadur, 
(7) Gulelwa, (8) Tnlshi, (9) Pagla and (10) himself broke into that shop by cutting 
the jhamp (points out the place) some 10 months ago. Pirthipal actually entered. 
Pie handed out about four seers of atta, two seers of rice and two thdlia. Baikuntha 
Nath Dutt, the owner of the shop, remembered the occurrence perfectly. He pointed 
out the same place as Bhondu as that in which the jhamp wa‘s cut. Pie said that the 
burglary took place in the Asin before last. Rice, flour, atta, one let a, and two 
thdlis were stolen. The police were not informed. 

• 2. Bhondu then led me to 'Moti Lai Nandan’s shop, a little way further down the 
same road. This he said that the same gang broke - into some time during last 6 rains. 
Pirthipal : broke open the look (shows place). They stole as mall box which, when 
they opened, they found to be full of Wires. They threw it away down a side lane 
(points out place). All the rest of the gang 'Stood by armed Vfith'Uthn while 
Pirthipal broke into the shop. Palma Lai Nandan, the son of the' shopkeeper, was 
then Called. He remembered the burglary well. He pointed oift the same door as 
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Bhondu as that which was broken open. A galvanic battery and a German silver 
watch case were stolen. The battery was thrown away down a lane. (Points out 
the same place as JBhondu.) He informed the police, 

3. Bandhu then led me to the house of Tara Shankar Ghose, which he said 
that the same gang broke into last rains, two days after the last burglary. He pointed 
out the door which they broke open. Pirthipal entered while the other nine stood 
ouoside with lathis. They stole a bos containing clothes. They broke the bos open 
outside and left it on a pakka platform close by. X then enquired from the inmates of 
the house and a boy about 10 years old, named Nirendan Nath Ghose, was produced. 
He said that he remembered the burglary perfectly. It was three or four months ago. 
He was asleep in the room which was broken into. (Shows the door which was forced 
and points out where new hinges have been fixed since. Same as Bhondu.) He 
woke up when the door was broken open, but was too terrified to move. He saw one 
man enter and pass out a small bos, then he entered again and stole a hookah , a pair 
of boots, and a small wooden bos. He handed these outside and then entered again 
and took out a large tin bos which contained clothes. When be brought out the big 
box the boy could bear several people outside exclaiming for joy in low voice. As 
soon as he recovered from his fright, he woke a servant and an alarm was given, but 
the thieves had gone by that time. The large box (broken open) and shoes were found 
on the same platform as indicated by Bhondu. The small box containing paper was 
found near the Presidency Jail. The police were informed. 

4. Bhondu then led me to Pralhad Mayaru’s shop. This he said was broken 
into by the gang about the same time. Some sweetmeats and pice were stolen. 
The shop is closed and deserted, but it was said to have been occupied at the time 
in question, nohody there knew anything about the occurrence except one boy who 
said that he remembered hearing about it, but did not know the details. 

5. Bhondu then led me,to Haradhan Pas’s shop in Sambhu Nath Pandit’s 
Lane. He said that the shop was broken into by the same gang about 11 months 
ago. Pirthipal opened the jhamp from the Bide (shows place). The other stood by 
with lathis. They stole lotas , thdlis, gharra, dekehies , and other bras3 utensils. 
Thoy carried them out and put them down in the lane (shows place). Bhubun De, 
the nephew of the shopkeeper, was then called. He was there at the time of tb.i 
burglary which occurred in Kartic before last. The jhamp was opened. (Shows 
same place as Bhondu.) Several brass utensils, two silver anklets, one gold bangle, 
and two lotas were stolen. An alarm was raised and the thieves ran away leaving 
all the utensils lying in the lane. (Shows same place as Bhondu.) The police 
were informed. 

6. Bhondu then led me to Joy Kishan Sadhukhan’s shop in the same locality. 
He said that the same gang also broke into that shop last rains. Pirthipal 
entered 'by the back door. (Points it out.) The other nine stood outside with 
lathis. Pirthipal handed out rice, ghi, and jai. Hazari Lai Sadhukhan, the son 
of the shopkeeper, was produced and said that he remembered the burglary. It was 
five or six months ago. The back-door (points out the same as Bhondu) was broken 
open. Lotas , rice, ghi, and jau were stolen. The police were not informed. 

7. Bhondu then led me to Khirodtnoy Das’s shoj), also in Sambhu Nath 
Pandit’s Lane. The same gang, he said, broke into this shop last rains. Pirthipal 
cut the jhamp (shows place) and stole some rice and about Re. 1-8-0 in pice. Sursh 
Ch, Das, son of the shopkeeper, remembered the burglary. The jhamp (he said) 
was cut. He pointed out the same place as Bhondu. A garala of rice and some 
pice were stolen. The police were not informed. 

8. Bhondu then led me to Rameswar Kahar’s shop which he said was broken 
into by the same gang about 11 months ago. They opened the jhamp and stole 
some rice and about Rs. 40 in cash. Hari Dasi, the wife of the shopkeeper, remem¬ 
bered the burglary well. It was 10 or 11 months ago. The jhamp (points out the 
same as Bhondu) was removed and a glass, a cup, some kalsis and gharras, three 
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baskets of rice, and Es. 114 in cash 'were stolen. The police were informed. I then 
questioned Bhondu as to the amount of money stolen. He said Pirthipal took the 
money. He told them that it was only Es. 40. His (Bhondu’s) share was Rs. 2. 

9. Bhondu then led me to Russa Road where he pointed out a place where a 
shop used to be which the same gang broke into and stole some chira , thdlis, 
lotas, gh,arras , clekchies and Es. 20 in cash. I then sent for Lakhx Narain Das, 
the owner of the shop. He said that the shop had since been removed from the 
place pointed out by Bhondu, and that it had been broken into last Magh. The 
jhamp was cut and lotas , gamlas , kalsis, thdlis , handi and Rs. 20 or 25 in. cash 
were stolen. The police were not informed. 

Bhondu then told me that he had not committed any more burglaries in that 
neighbourhood, and we accordingly drove back to the Alipur Jail. On the way 
several of the inhabitants of Sambhu Hath Pandit’s Lane stopped me and said that 
a burglary had also occurred at about the same time in another house, and suggested 
that Bhondu might know about it; but the latter said that he knew nothing about 
it, and that it must have been committed by some other thieves. We reachod the 
Alipur Jail at about 9-30 A.M. 

C. PAYNE, 

Joint Magistrate , Alipur. 

The 19 th November 1903. 




